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***"To its Tutor Thomas Jdbe. 

J. HOUGH I, had determined, my excellent tutor, to- 
write you an epiftle in verfe, yet I could not fetisfy my-' j 
felf without fending alfo another in profe. For thel 
emotions of my gratitude, which your fervices fo juftly 
infpire, are too expanfivc and too warm to be expreffed 
in the confined limits of poetical metre ; they demand 
the unconftrained freedom of profCj or rather the ex- 
uberant richnefs of Afiatic phrafeology. Though it 
■would far exceed my power accurately to defcribe how 
much I am obliged co you, even if I could drain dry all 
the fources of eloquence, or exhauft all the topics of dif- 
courfe which Ariftotle or the femed Parifian Logician 
has colledled. You complain with truth, that my let- 
ters have been very few and very fhort ; but I do not 
grieve at the omiffion of fo pleafurable a duty, fo much 
as I rejoice at having fuch a place in your regard a3 
makes you anxious often to hear from me. I befeech 
you not to take it amifs, that I have not now written to 
you for more than three years -, but with your ufual be- 
nignity and candour to impute it rather to circum- 
ftances than to inclination. For, heaven knows, that I 
;ard you as a parent, that I have always treated you 
th file utmoft refpeiJl, and that I was unwilling to 
ze you with my cpmpofitions. And I was anxious 
Lt if'^my letters had nothing elfe to recommend them, 
Voi. I. b they 
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■nerly fell to the lot of 
lian mount. I know 
te Henry Naflau more 
; compofilion of your 
:ory produced nothing 
i lo fame than your 
the fuccefles of our 
lergetic, what may we 
iffes call for the con- 
gratulations of your mufe ? Adieu, learned fir, and be- 
lieve me greatly obliged by the fevour of your verfes. 

London, May 20, l628. 



lit. 

To the fame. 

In my former letter I did not fo much anfwer 
yours as deprecate the obligation of then anfwering it j 
and therefore at the time I tacitly proraifed that you 
fiiould foon receive another, in which I would reply 
th to your friendly challenge. But, though I 
promifed this, it would moft juflly be your due, 
le of your letters is full worth two of mine, or 
on an accurate computation, worth a hundred. 
Cour letter arrived I was ftrenuoully engaged in 
rk concerning which I had given you forae ob- 
nts, and the execution of which could not be 
, One of the fellows of our college, who was to 
refpondent in a philofophical difputation for his 
engaged me to fumifli him with fome verfes, 
ire annually required on this occafioii j fince he 
had long negledted fuch frivolous purfuits, and 
!n intent on more ferious ftudies. Of thefe verfes 
ou a printed copy, fince I knew both your dif- 
iting tatle in poetry, and your candid allowances 
try like mine. If you will in your turn deign to 
inicate to me any of your productions, you will,] 
b a .1 c'ait'^ 
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at me from entertaining any fufpicion of 
fs or negleft. Nor do I fee how you 
OTget one on -whom you had conferred 
Having an invitation into your part 
in the fpring, I fiiall readily accept it, 
r the delicioufnefs of the fcafon as well 
::oDverfation ; and that I may withdraw 
Tt time from the tumult of the city to 
on, as to the renowned portico of Zeno 
Tully, where you live on your little farm 
e fortune, but a princely mind ; and 
ife the contempt, and triumph over the 
mbition, pomp, luxury, and all that fol- 
of fortune, or attratSts the gaze and ad- 
houghtlefs multitude. I hope that you 
the blame of delay, will pardon me for 
s for, after deferring this letter to the 
ler to write a few lines, however de- 
::e, than to fay nothing at all. 

Adieu, reverend fir. 
r ti; 1326. 



To Alexander Gill. 

1 made me a prefent of a piece of plate, or 

tany other valuable which excites the admiration of man- 
kind, I ihouldnot be afhamed in my turn to remunerate 
you, as far as my circumftances would permit. But fince 
you, the day before yefterday, prefented me with an ele- 
gant and beautiful poem in Hendecafyllabic verfe, which 
(iSar exceeds the worth of gold, you have increafed my 
licitude to difcover in what manner I may requite the 
vour of fo acceptable a gift. I had by me at the time 
) compofitions in a like tlyle which I thought at all 
_^ ; to come in competition with the excellence of your 
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luiftance in engaging in thefe literary 

cutlons. It is alio in my favour, that your 

is fuch as to admit of frequent inter- 

ch you vifit your friends, write letters, 

ut it is my' way to fufFi^r no impcdi- 

r eafe, no avocation whatever, to chill 

eak the continuity, or divert the com- 

erary purfuits. From this and no other 

lappens that I do not readily employ 

gratuitous exertions ; but 1 am not, ne- 

ear Deodati, a very fluggifli correfpon- 

t at any time happened that I ever left 

rs unanfwered till another came. So I 

rite to the boolvfcller and often to your 

f whom, from their nearnefs would rea- 

rded any communication from you to 

[ blame you for is, for not keeping your 

ng me a vifit when you left the city ; a 

ifit had once occurred to your thoughts, 

have forcibly fuggefled the neceffiiy of 

are my reafons for expoftulation and 

will look to your own defence. But 

on your filence f Is it ilUheallh? Are 

parts any literati with whom you may 

as wc ufed to do ? When do you re- 

g do you mean to flay among the Hy- 

dfh you would give me an anfwer to 

lefiions ; and that you may not fuppofe 

unconcerned about what relates to you, 

ou that in the beginning of the autumn 

ny way to fee your brother, in order to 

lid. And lately when I was accidentally 

ju.»....^u ... ^w.idon that you were in town, I inflantly 

haftened to your lodgings j but it was only the fliadow 

a dream, for you were no where to be found. 

herefore, as foon as you can do it without any incon- 

nience to yourfelf, I befeech you to take up your 

larters where we may at leaft be able occalionally to 

[it one another ; for I hope that you would not be a 

fferent neighbour to us in the country than you are ia 

b 4 towiu 



town. But this is as 1 
fay to you concerning rt 
rather do it when we 
about to return into thi 
ing preparations for m; 
to fcribble this. Adieu 
London, Sept. 7, I637. 



Most of my c 
give me one farewell ir 
do it fo often ; for you 
medical authority is nov 
fcrvient to the complel 
of good-will which a 
You with me my healtl 
quantity as I can wift: 
more than this. Truly 
to the houfe of Heah 
beflow ; or at leaft hea 
iince you fo lord it ove 
pleafure. I fend you t 
my thanks, both on acci 
fkill. I was long k 
a letter from you, wh 
but when no letter 1 
fufFered not, I can affu 
for I had fuppofed t 
miflhefs, which you 1 
of our correfpondence, 
was a fuppofition agn 
macy between us. Foi 
Ihip confifts in the fr& 
iions of regard, which 
fo deeply rooted in th< 
port itfelf againft the ; 
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nates in fincerity and virtae, it may remain through life 
without fufpicion and without blame, even when there 
is no longer any reciprocal interchange of kindneffes. 
For the cherifhing aliment of a friendihip fuch as this, 
there is not fo much need of letters as of a lively recol- 
ledion of each other's virtues. And though you have 
not written, you have fomething that may fupply the 
omiffion : your probity writes to me in your ftead ; it is 
a letter ready written on the innermoft membrane of the 
heart j the limplicity of your mannen, and the re<ftitude 
of your principles, ferve as correfpondents in your 
place; your genius, which is above the common level, 
writes, and ferves in a ftill greater degree to endear you 
to me. But now you have got poffeffion of this def- 
potic citadel of medicine, do not alarm me with the 
menace of being obliged to repay thofe fix hundred 
healths which you have beftowed, if I Ihould, which 
God forbid, ever forfeit your friendihip. Remove that 
fonnidable battery which you feem to have placed upon 
piy breaft to keep off all ficknefs but what comes by 
your pcrmiffion. But that you may not indulge any 
excefs of menace I muft inform you, that I cannot help 
loving you fuch as you are ; for whatever the Deity 
may have beftowed upon me in other refpeds, he has 
certainly infpired me, if any ever were infpired, with a 
paliion for the good and fair. Nor did Ceres, accord- 
ing to the iable, ever feek her daughter Proferpine 
with fuch unceafing folicitude as I have fought this 
TM xutix lii**, this perfect model of the beautiful in all the 
forms and appearances of things (ireuaii yu^ fAoffM tow 
Atufiniun, many are the forms of the divinities.) I am 
wont day and night to continue my fearch ; and I fol- 
low in the way in which you go before. Hence, I feel 
an irrefiftible impulfe to cultivate the friendihip of him, 
who, defpiiing the prejudiced and falfe conceptions of 
the vulgar, dares to think, to fpeak, and to be that 
which the higheft wifdora has in every age taught to 
be the beft. But if my difpoiition or my deiliny were 
fuch that I could withont any conflict or any toil 
emerge to the higheft pitch of diftindtion and of praife j 

there 
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:to BoNOMATTAi, a Florentine. 

1 to hear, my dear Bonomattai, that 
new inftitutes of your native language, 
ught the work to a conclufion. The 
;h you have chofen is the fame as that 
ns of the firft genius have embraced ; 
citizens feem ardently to expert that 
luftrate or amplify, or at leaft poHfli 
le labours of your predeceffors. By 
will lay your countrymen under no 
3n, which they will be ungrateful if 
owledge. For I hold him to deferve 
who fixes the principles, and forms 
ftate, and makes the wifdom of hts ad- 
picuous both at home and abroad, 
econd place to him, who endeavours 
)y rules to perpetuate that ftyle and 
nd compofition which have flourifhed 
m ttie pureit periods of the language, and who, as it 
were, throws up fuch a trench around it that people 
may be prevented from going beyond the boundary 
almoft by the terrors of a Romulean prohibition. If 
we compare the benefits which each of thefe confer, we 
fliall find that the former alone can render the inter- 
courfc of the citizens juft and confcientious, but that 
the laft gives that gentility, that elegance, that refine- 
ment, which are next to be defired. The one infpires 
lofty courage and intrepid ardour againft the invafion of 
an enemy; the other exerts himlelf to annihilate that 
harbarifm which commits more extenfive ravages on 
be minds of men, which is the inteHine enemy of 
eaius and literature, by the tafte which he infpires, 
nd the good authors which he caufes to be read. Nor 
I think it a matter of little moment whether the 
inguage of a people be vitiated or refined, whether 

the 
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d am become quite enamoured ef 
your nation. Confider whether there were fufficient 
reafon for my preference, that you may more readily re- 
member what I fo eameftly importune ; that you would, 
for the fake of foreigners add fomething to the grammai 
which you have begun, and indeed almoft finished, 
concerning the right pronunciation of the language, and 
made as eafy as ttie nature of the fubjeil will admit. 
The other critics in your language feem to this day to 
have had no other defign than to fatisfy their own coun- 
trymen, without taking any concern about any body 
elfe. Though I think that they would have provided 
better for their own reputation and for the glory of the 
Italian language, if they had delivered their precepts in 
fuch a manner as if it was for the intereft of al! men to 
learn their language. Butj for all them, we might think 
that you Italians wiflied to confine your wifdom within 
the pomEerium of the Alps, This praife therefore, which 
no one has anticipated, will be entirely yours immacu- 
late and pure j nor will it be lefs fo if you will be at the 
pains to point out who may jullly claim the fecond 
rank of fame after the renowned chiefs of the Floren- 
tine literature ; who excels in the dignity of tragedy, 
or the feftivity and elegance of comedy ; who has Ihown 
acutenefs of remark or depth of refledlion in his epiftles 
or dialogues} to whom belongs the grandeur of the 
hiftoric ftyle. . Thus it will be eafy for the ftudent to 
choofe the befl writers in every department ; and if he 
wiihes to extend his refearches farther, he will know 
which way to take. Among the antients you will in 
this refpeih find Cicero and Fabius deferving of your 
imitadon; but I know not one of your own country- 
men who does. But though I think as often as I have 
mentioned this fabjedl that your courtefy and benignity 
have induced you to comply with my requeft, I am 
unwilling that thofe qualities ihould deprive you of 
the homage of a more poliihed and elaborate entreaty. 
For fince your Angular modefty is fo apt to depreciate 
your own performances ; the dignity of the fubjetSl, and 
my refpeiSt for you, will not fuffer me to rate them 

below 
..i',G(.)(.iL>lc 
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idl may ferve to fliow other princes that s 
uperciUoufnefs and a dazzling parade o( 
:juite incompatible with real magnanimity. 
ink that while he lives any one will regret 
the Efti, the Farnefe, or the Medici, who 
loufed with {o much zeal the patronage 
. Adieu moft learned Holftein, and if yoa 
)rthy of the honour, rank me I befcech you, 
■e, wherever I may be, among thofe who arc 
:d to you and to the Audies in which you 

VlarchSO, 1639. 



!aroi:.o Deodat:, a Morent'me Noble, 

iRivED, my dear Charles, from the unex- 
)t of your letter a pleafure greater than I can 
t of which you may have iome notion from 
th which it was attended ; and without a 
i'hich hardly any great picture is conceded 
While I was perufmg the firfl: lines of 
lich the elegance of expreffion feems to ccHl- 
3 with the tenderncfs of friendfliip, I felt 
: an unmingled purity of joy, particularly 
ud you labouring to make friendship win 
th* 



xvii 

the prize. But as foon as 1 came to that paffage in 
vhich you tell me that you had previoufly fent me three 
letters which muft have been loft, then the fimphcity of 
njy joy began to be imbued with grief and agitated with 
regret. But fomething more difaftrous foon appears. 
It is often a fubjedt of forrowful reflection to me, that 
thofe with whom I have been either fortuitoufly or le- 
gally aftbciated by contiguity of place, or fome tie of 
Sttle moment, are continually at hand to infeft my home, 
to ftun me with their noife and wafte me with vexation, 
while thofe who are endeared to me by the clofeft fym- 
pathy of manners, of taftes and purfuits, are almoft all 
withheld from my embrace cither by death or an in- 
. fupcrable diftance of place; and have for the moft part 
bren fo rapidly hurried from my light, that my profpedts 
feem continually folitary, and my heart perpetually de- 
fdate. With a lively pjeafure do 1 read your anxious 
enquiries about my health fince I left P'lorence, and 
your unintermitted recoUeflions of our intimacy. Thofe 
recollections have been reciprocal, though I thought 
that they had been cheriftied by me alone. I would 
not conceal from you that my departure excited in me 
the moft poignant fenfationsof uncafmefs, which revive 
with increafed force as often as I recoUedt that I left fo 
many companions fo engaging, and fo many friends fo 
kind, collei5ted in one city; which is, alas, fo far re- 
moved i which imperious circuroftances compelled me 
to quit againft my inclination, but which was and is to 
mc tnoft dear. I appeal to the tomb of Damon which 
I iliall ever cherifli and revere ; his death occafioned the 
moft hitter forrow and regret, which I could find no 
more eafy way to mitigate than by recalling the memory 
of thofe times, when, with thofe perfons, and particu- 
larly with you, I tailed blife without alloy. This you 
would have known long fince, if you received my poem 
on that occafion^ I had H carefully fent, that whatever 
poetical merit it might poftefs, the few verfes which are 
iQcluded in the manner of an emhlem, might afford no 
doubtful proof of my love for you, I thought that by this 
loeaiu I jhould entice you or fame other perfons to 
'Write; for if I wrote £rft it fbemed neceffary that, I 
Vol. I. c ■ fliouia.!^ 



fliould write to all, as if I wrote to ohe exclufireljr I 
feared that I fhould give ofience to the reft j iince I 
hope that many are ftillleft who might jufily cJaim the 
performance of thia duty. But you, fay firft addreffiog 
me in a manner fo truly friendly, and by a triple repe- 
tition of epiftolary k.tn<^efs, have laid me under an ob- 
ligation to write to you, and have exonerated me from 
the cenfure of thofe to whom I do not write. Though 
I mufl confefs that I found other reafan& for iilence in 
thefe convulfions which my country ha& experienced 
fince my return home, which neceifarily diverted my 
attention from the profecution of my Audiea to the pre- 
lervation of my property and my life. For can you 
imagine that I could have leifure to tafte the fweets of 
literary eafe while fo many battles were fought, fo 
much blood fhcd, and while fo much ravage prevailed 
among my fellow-citizens ? Bqt even in the midft of 
this tempeftuous period, I have publiflied fevcral works 
in my native language, which if they had not been 
written in Englifh, I ihould have pleafure in fending 
to you, whofe -judgment I fo much revere. My Latin- 
poems I will foon fend as you delire ; and this I ihould 
have done long ago without being defired, if I had not 
fufpefled that fome rather harfh expreiBons which they 
contained againt^ the Roman pontiff would have ren- 
dered them left pleating to your ears. Now I requefl 
whenever I mention the rites of your religion in my 
own way, that you will prevail on your &iends (for I 
am under no appreheniions from you) to fhow me the 
&me indulgence not only which they did to Atigeriui 
and to Petrarch on a funilaroccalion, but which you did 
formerly with fuch lingular benevolence to the freedom 
of my converfation on topics of religion. With pleafure 
I perufed your defcription of the funeral of king Louis. 
I do not acknowledge the infpiration of that vulgar and 
mercenary Mercury whom you jocofely prctfefs to worlliip, 
but of that Mercury who excels in eloquence, who is dear 
to the Mufes and the patron of men of genius. It remains 
for us to hit upon fome method by which our corre- 
fpondence may in future be carried on with greater re- 
gularity and .fewer interruptions. This does not feem 

.. very 



ToydiiGcult, wlien we have fo many merchants who 
trade fo extenfiveiy with us j whofe agents pal'a to and 
fro every week, and whofe fhips are failing backward 
iuid fofward almoft as often. In the mean time, my 
dear Charles, farewell, and prefent my kind wifhes to 
Cultellino, Francifco, Trefcdaaldo, Maltatefto, the 
younger Clemantillo, and every other inquiring friend, 
and to all the members of the Gaddian academy. Adieu. 

London, April 21, 164?. 



XI. 

Tfl Hermann Milles, Secretary to the Count of Olden- 



Before I return any anfwcr, moft noble Her- 
mann, to your letter which I received on the l/th of 
Pecember, I will firft explain the reafons why I did not 
write before, that you may not impute to me the blame 
of a filence which has fo long continued. Firft, the 
delay was occafioned by ill-health, whofe hoftilities I 
have now almoft perpetually to combat; next, by a 
caufe of ill-health, a neceffary and fudden removal to 
another houfe, which had accidentally begun to take 
place on the day that your letter arrived ; and laftly, by 
fliame that I had no intelligence concerning your bufi- 
nefe, which I thought that it would be agreeable to 
communicate. For the day before yefterday when I 
accidentally met the Lord Frol^, and anxioufly enquired 
of him whether any anfwer to you had been refolved 
on ! (for the ftate of my health often kept roe from the 
council) he replied rfot without emotion, that nothing 
had been refolved on, and that he could make no pro- 
■grefs in expediting the bufinefs. I thought it therefore 
better to be lilent for a time, than immediately to write 
what I knew that it would be irkfome for you to hear, 
but rather to wgit till I Ihould have the plealure to 
c 2 communicate 



cfflnmunicate vthst I was fare it would give you fo 
much pleafurc to know. This I hope that I have to-day 
accompliflied ; for when I had more than once reiainded 
the prefident of your bufinefs^he replied that to-morrow 
they would difcufs what anfwer they fhould give. If I 
am the firft, as I endeavoured, to give you intelligence 
of this event, I think that it lyiU contribute greatly to 
your fatisfai^ion, and wilt ferve as a fpecimen of my 
zeal for the promotion of your iotereAs. 
WeflDninfter. 



XII. 

To tie retiowned Leonard Philara, the jitheraan. 

I WAS in feme meafure made acquainted, moft 
accompliihed Philara, with your good-will towards me, 
and with your favourable opinion of my defence of the 
people of England, by your letters to the Lord Auger, a 
perfon fo renowned for his lingular integrity in execut- 
ing the embaflies of the republic. I then received your 
compliments with your pifture and an eulogy worthy of 
your virtues ; and, laftly, a letter full of civility and 
kindnefs. I who am not wont' to defpife the genius of 
the German, the Dane, and Swede, could not but fet the 
highcft value on your applaufe, who were bom at 
Auiens itfelf, and who after having happily finilhed 
your fludics in Italy, obtained the moft fplendid dif- 
(inftions and the higheft honours. For if Alexander 
the Great, when waging war in the difiant Eaft, de- 
clared that he encountered fo many dangers and (b 
many trials for the fake of having his praifes celebrated 
by the Athenians, ought not I to congratulate myfeif on 
receiving the praifes of a man in whom alone the talents 
and ihe virtues of the antient Athenians feem to recover 
their freflinefs and their ftrength after fo long an inter- 
val of corruption and decay. To the writings of thofe 
illuftrious men which your city has produced, in the 
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pHufal of which I hare heen occupied &oro my yoa&> 
It is with pleafure I confefs that I am iDdebtcd he all 
my proficiency in literature. Did I pofTefs their com- 
mand of language and their force of perfuafion I fhoold 
feel the higheft fatisfa£lion in employing them to excite 
our armies and our fleets to deliver Greece, the parent 
of eloquence, from the defpotifoi of the Ottomans. 
Such is the enterprlze in which you feem to wifh to im- 
plore my aid. And what did formeily men of the 
greateft courage and eloquence deem more noble or 
more glorious, than by their orations or their Talour to 
alTert the liberty and independence of the Greeks i But 
we ought belides to attempt, what is, I think, of the 
greateft moment, to inflame the prefent Greeks with an 
ardent defire to emulate the virtue, the induAry, the 
patience of their antient progenitors ; and this we cannot 
hope to fee efe^ed by any one but yourfelf, and for which 
you feein adapted by the fplendour of your patriotifm, 
combined with fo much difcretion, fo much flcill in war, 
and fuch an unquenchable thiril for the recovery of 
your antient liberty. Nor do I think that the Greeks 
would be wanting to themfelves, nor that any othcc 
people would be wanting to the Greeks. Adieu. 

London, Jan. 1052. 



To RiCHABD HeTH. 

If I were able, my excellent friend, to render 
you any fewice in the promotion of your iludics, which 
at beft could have been but very fmall, I rejoice on 
more accounts than one, that that fcrvice, though fo 
long unknown, was beftowed on fo fruitful and fo 
genial a foil, which has produced an honcll pafior to the 
church, a good citizen to our country, and to me a moft 
acceptable friend- Qf this I am well aware, not only 
c 3 jroia 
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from the general habits of your life, but from the juft- 
nefs of yOor religious and political opinions,' and par- 
ticularly from the extraordinary ardour of your grati- 
tude which no abfence, no change of circumflances, or 
laple of time can either extinguifli or impair. Nor is it 
poffible till you have made a more than ordinary pro- 
grefs in virtue, in piety, and in the improvement of the 
mind and heart, to feel fo much gratitude towards thofe 
who have in the leaft affifted you in the acquifitioD, 
Wherefore, my pupil, a name which with your leave I 
will employ, be affored that you are among the find ob- 
je&s of my regard ; nor would any thing be more agree- 
able to me, if your circuroftances permit as much as yoor 
inclination, than to have you take up your abode fome- 
where in my neighbourhood, where we may often fee 
each othei-, and mutually profit by the reciprocations of 
kindnefs and of literature. But this muft be as (jOd 
pleafes, and as you think beft. Your future communi- 
cations may, if you pleafe, be in our own language, left 
(though you are no mean proficient in Latin compo- 
£tion) the labour of writing ibould make each of us 
more averfe to write ; and that we may freely difclofe 
every fenfation of our hearts without bemg impeded by 
the Ihackles of a foreign language. You may fafely 
entruft the care of your letters to any fervant of that 
family which you mention. Adieu. 

Wcfliniiifler,Deccmb.l3, l652. 



XIV. 

To Hekkt Oldenbubgh, jIuHc Coun/elhr i» the 
Senate of Bremen. 

I BECEiVBD your former letters, moft accom- 
pliflied fir, at the moment when your clerk was at the 
point of fctting out on his return, fo that I had no 
power of rctunuDg you an anfwer at that time. This 
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fome unexpected engagements concurred to delay, or I 
iboald not have fcnt you my Defence without any com- 
pliment or apolcgy ; and I have fince received another 
letter from you in which you return me more ample 
acknowledgments than the prefent deferved. And I had 
more than once an intention of fubftituting our Eng- 
lifli for your Latin, that you, who have ftudied our lan- 
guage with more accuracy and fuccefsthan any foreigner 
with whom I am acquainted, might lofe no opportunity 
of writing it, which I think that you would do with 
equal elegance and correflnefs. But in this refpedt yoa 
ftall adl as you feel inclined. With refprdl to the liib- 
jed of your letter you are clearly of my opinion, that 
that cry to heaven could not have been audible by any 
human being, which only ferves the more palpably to 
ihow the effrontery of him who aiBrms with io much 
audacity that he heard it. Who he was you have 
caufed adoubt, though long fipce in fome converfationi 
which we had on the fubjedt juft after your return fronx 
Holland, you feemcd to have no doubt but that More 
wastlic author to whom the compofition was in thofe 
parts unaniraoufly afcribed. If you have received any 
more authentic information on this fubje£l I wifli that 
you would acquaint me with it. With refpetft to the 
mode of handling the fubje£t I would willingly agree 
with you, and what could more readily perfutde me to 
do it than the unfeigned approbation of perfons fo zea- 
loufly attached to me as you arej if my health and the 
deprivation of my iight, which is more grievous than 
all the infirmities of age, or if the cries of thefe impof- 
tors will permit, I fliall readily be led to engage in 
other undertakings, though I know not whether they 
an be more noble or more ufeful ; for what can be 
more noble or more ufeful than to vindicate the liberty 
of man ? An inadtive indolence was never my delight, 
but this unexpetfted conteft with the enemies of liberty 
has involuntarily withdrawn my attention from very 
different and more pleafurable purfuits. What I have 
done, and which I was under an obligation to do, I 
feel no reafoii to regret, and I am far from thinking, as 
joa feem to fuppofe, that I have laboured in vain. 
c* But 
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But more on this at another opportunity. At present 
adieu, mod learned iir> and number me among your 
friends. 

Weflmiofter, July 6, 10J4, 



Ta Leomabd Fhilaba, the Athenian, 

I HAVB always been devotedly attached to the 
Jiterature of Greece, and particularly to that of your 
Athens ; and have never ceafed to cherifh the perfuafion 
that that city would one day make me ample recom- 
penfe for the warmth of my regard, The antient ge- 
nius of your renowned country has favoured the com- 
pletion of my prophecy in prefenting me with your 
friendfliip and efteem. ' Though I was known to you 
only by my writings, and we were removed lo fuch a 
diflance from each other, you moft courteoufly addrefled 
me by letter; and wheri you unexpededly came to 
London, and (aw me who could no longer fee, my af- 
fliflion which caufes none to regard me with greater 
admiration, and perhaps many even wilh feelings of 
contempt, excited your tendereft fypnpathy and concern. 
You would not fuffer me to abandon the hope of re- 
covering my fight, and informed me that you had an 
intimate friend at Paris, Dodtor Thevenot, who was 
particularly celebrated in diforders of the eyes, whom 
you would confult about mine, if I would enable you to 
lay before him the caufes and the fymptoms of the com- 
plaint. I will do what you defire, left I fliould feem to 
rejetfl that aid which perhaps may be offered me by 
heaven. It is now, 1 think, about ten years fincc I per- 
ceived my viiion to grow weak and dull ; and, at the 
fame time, I was troubled with pain in ray kidneys and 
bowels, accompanied with flatulency. In the morning, 
if I began to read, as was my cufiiom, my eyes iitliantly 
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■cbed intenfely, bat were refreflicd after a little cor- 
pweal cxercife. Tbe catidle which I looted at, feemcd 
as it were encircled with a rainbow. Not long after 
the fight in the left part of the left eye (which I loft 
fomc years before the other) became quite obfcuredi 
and prevented me from difceming any objedl on that 
fide. The fight in my other eye has now been gradu- 
ally and fenfibly vaniJhing away for about three years ; 
fome months before it had entirely perifhed, though I 
ftood motionlefs, every thing which 1 looked at feemed 
in motion to and fro, A ftifF cloudy vapour feemed to 
have fettled on my forehead and temples, which ufually 
occafions a fort of foranolent preffure upon my eyesj and 
particularly from dinner till the evening. So that I 
often recoiled what is faid of the poet Phineas in the 
Argonautics. 

A finpor deep his cloudy temples bound. 

And when he walk'd he feem'd as whirling round. 

Or in a feeble tranfe be fpeechlefs lay. 

I ought not to omit that, while I had any fight left, as 
foon as I lay down on my bed and turned on either fide 
a flood of light ufed to gufli from my clofed eyelids. 
Then as my fight became daily more impaired, the 
colours became more faint and were emitted with a cer- 
^n inward crackling found ; but at prefent every fpccics 
of illumination being, as it were, extinguifhed, there 
is difiufed around me nothing but darknefs, or darknefs 
mingled and flreaked with an afliy brown. Yet the 
darkncfe in which I am perpetually immerfed, feems 
always, both by night and day, to approach nearer tct 
white than black, and when the eye is rolling in its 
focket, it admits a little particle of light as through a 
chink. And though your phyfician may kindle a ('mall 
ray of hope, yet I make up my mind to the malady as 
quite incurable ; and I often reflect, that as the wife 
man admoniihes, days of darknefs are defiincd to each 
of us, the darknefs which I experience, Icfsoppreffive 
than that of the tomb, is, owing to the fingular goodnefs 
of the Deity, paffed amid the purfuits of literature and 
the cheering falutations of friendfhip. But if, as is 
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written, man fliall not live by bread alone, but by cvwf 
word that procecdeth ifi-om the mouth of (Jod, vrhynof 
not any one acquiefce in the privation of his fight, when 
God has fo amply fumilhed his mind and his confcienoe 
with^eyes. While he fo tenderly provides for roc> 
while he fo gracioufly leads me by the hand and coa- 
dutfts roe on the way, I will, fince it is his pleafure, 
rather rejoice than repine at being blind. And, my dear 
Philara, whatever may be the event I wiih you adieu 
with no lefa courage and compofure than if X had the 
eyes of a lynx. 

Weftmiofler, September 25, 165*. 



XVI. 

To Leo of ^xema. 

It is with great pleafure I find that you ilill tt' 
tain the fame regard for me which you indicated while 
among us. With refpe<Sl to the book concerning di- 
vorce, which you fay that you had engaged fome one to 
turn into Dutch, I would rather that you had engaged 
him to turn it into Latin. For I have already experienced 
how the vulgar are wont to receive opinions, which are 
not agreeable to vulgar prejudice. I formerly wrote 
three treatifcs on this fubjeit ; one in two books, in 
which the dodirine of divorce is diffufely difcuifed; 
another which is entitled Tetrachordon, iq "which the 
four principal paflages in fcripture relative to the doc- 
trine are explained ; a third, Colafterion, which con- 
tains an anl'wer to fome vulgar fcioUft. I know not 
which of thefe treatifcs or which edition you have en- 
gaged him to tranflate. The firft treatife has been 
twice publilhed, and the fecond edition is much enlarg- 
ed. If you have not already received this information 
or wifh me to fend you the more eorreift edition, or the 
other treatifcs, I ihall do it immediately, and widi plea- 
fure. For I do not wifh at prefent that they fliould 
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naave any alterations or additions. If yon perfift in 
your pFefent purpofe 1 wiih ;ou a £iithful traoflator 
asd every foccefo. 

WcOaunflar. Feb, 5, 1654. 



xvir. 

To EziCHiEL SeXNHEiMf of Geneva. 

I KNOW not how it happened that your letters 
were not delivered to me for three months after they 
were written. I hope that mine will have a more ex- 
peditious conveyance : for, owing to various engage- 
meuti, I have put off writing from day to day till I 
perceive that almoft another three months have clapfed. 
But I would not wifli you to fuppofe that my regard for 
you has experienced any diminution ; but that it hat 
rather encreafed in proportion as I have more frequendy 
thonght of diicharging this epiftolary debt The tardy 
pcrftirmance of this duty feems to admit of this excufe 
that when it is performed after fo long a lapfe of time 
it is only a more clear confellion that it was du€. You 
■re quite right in the fuppofition that I (hall not be 
forpnfed at receiving the falutations of a foreigner, and 
you may be aiTured that it is my maxim, to conlider 
and to treat no good man as a liranger; that you are 
fuch I am well perfuaded, both becaufe you are the fon 
of s father highly celebrated for his erudition and his 
piety ; and becaufe all good men think you good ; and 
lafily, becaufe you hate the bad. With fuch perfons . 
fince it has alio been my lot to be at war, Calandrinus 
very obligingly fignified to you, that it would be highly 
grateful to me if you would lend me your affiftance 
againft oar common enemy. That you have kindly 
done in your prefent Ietter,.of which I have taken the 
liberty, without mentioning the author's naTie, to infert 
a part in my Defence. This work I will feiid you as 
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foon aa poffible after the publication j in the mfean time 
do yon direjft your letters to me under cover to Tur- 
rettin a Genoefc, living at London, and through 
whom we may conveniently carry on our correfpon- 
dence. Be affured that you rank high in my efteem, 
and that I wifh for nothing more than your regard. 
WeftminOer, Match 24j 1624. 



XVIII. 

To Hehby Oi.DENBUBGH,>^a/rf Chtafellor'$o the Seneti 
of Bremen, 

YouE letters which young Ranley brought, 
found me fo much employed that I am compelled to, be 
jnore brief than I could wifh. You have mofl faith- 
fully fulfilled thofe promifes to write which you made 
me when you went away. No honelt man could dif- 
charge his debts with more rigid pun^uality. I con- 
gratulate you on your retirement, becaufe it gives plea- 
fare to you though it is a lofs to me ; and I admire 
that felicity of genius, which can fo readily leave the 
factions or the diverfions of the city for contemplations 
the moll feriousand fublime. I fee not what advantage 
you can have in that retirement except in an accefs to a 
multitude of books; the affociates in fludy whom yoa 
have fomid there, were 1 believe rather made fiudents 
by their own natural inclinations, than by the difci- 
pline of the place. But perhaps I am Itfs partial to the 
place becaufe it detains you, whofe abfence I regret. 
You rightly obferve that there are too many there who 
pollLite all learning, divine and human, by their frivo- 
lous fubtleties and barren dilputations; and who feem 
to do nothing to defeive the falary-which they receive. 
But you are not fo unwife. Thofe ancient records of 
the Sincfe from the period of the deluge, which you fay 
are propiifed by the Jefuit Martinius, are no doubt on 
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(ccountof their novelty expe(?ted with avidity; but I 
do not fee what authority or fapport they can add to 
the books of Mofes. Our friend to whom you begged 
to be remembered fends his complimrnts. Adieu. 
Wefiminaer.Juiie29, l656. 



XIX. 

To the nohle Youth Richard Jones. 

As often as I have taken up the pen to anfwer 
your laft letter fome fudden interruptions have occurred 
to prevent the completion of my purpofe. 1 afterwards 
heaid that you had made an excurfion to the adjoining 
countiT. As your excellent mother is on the eve of 
departing for Ireland, whofe lofs we have both no fmall 
occafion to regret, and who has to mcfupplied the place 
of every relative, will herfelf be the bearer of thefe let- 
ters to you. You may reft affured oTmy regard, and be 
perfuaded that it will incieafe in proportion as I fee aa 
increafing improvement in your heart and mind. This» 
by the bleffing of God, you have folemnly pledged 
yourfeif to accomplilh. I am pleafed with this fair 
promife of yourfeif, which I trull you will never violate. 
Though you write that you are pleafed with Oxford, 
jou will not induce me to believe that Oxford has made 
you wifer or better. Of that 1 require very different 
proof. I would not have you lavifti your admiration 
on the triumphs of the chiefs whom you extolj and 
things of that nature in which force is of moft avail. For 
why need we wonder if the wethers of our country are 
bom with horns which may batter down cities and 
towns ? Do you learn to eftimate great charadlers, not 
by the quantity of their animal ftrength but by the ha- 
bitual juftice and temperance of their condudt. Adieu, 
and make my beft refpe<5l8 to the accomplilhed Henry 
Oldenburgh, your college chura. 
Weflminfler, Sept.21, l650. 



XX. 

To the accompl^ed Youth Pbtbk Hiiubach. 

You have abundantly difcharged all the pro- 
mifes which you made me, except that refpedUng your 
return which you promifed Should take place at far- 
theft within two months. But if my regard for you do 
not make me err in my calculation, you have been ab- 
fent almoft three months. You have done all that 
dcfired refpefling the atlas, of which I wifhed to know 
the loweft price. You fay it is an hundred and thirty 
florins, which I think is enough to purchafe the moan- 
tain of that name. But fuch is the prefent rage for 
typographical luxury that the furniture of a library 
hardly cofts lefs than that of a villa. Paintings and 
engravings are of little ufe to me. While !• roll my 
blind eyes about the world I fear left I Ihould fecm to 
lament the privation of light in proportion to the exor- 
bitance of the price for which I Ihould have purchafed 
the book. Do you endeavour to learn in how many 
volumes the entire work is contained ; and of the two 
editions, whether that of Blaeu or Janfon be the molt 
accurate and complete. This I hope rather to hear 
verbally from yourfelf on your return, which will loon 
take place, than to trouble you to give me the infor- 
mation by another letter. In the mean time adieu, and 
return as foon as poftible. 
Wcflnunfleri Nov. 8, 1656. 



XXL 

To the accomplijhed EuERic Bigot. 

I WAS highly gratified by the diftinguiflied 
marks of attention which you paid me on coming into 

England, 
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Etgltind, snd tlus gratificatioii is c<mfiderably increafed 
hj your kind epifiolary inquiries after fo long an inter- 
val. The favourable opinions of others might have 
prompted your firft vifit, but you would hardly have 
taken the trouble to write if you had not been prompted 
by your ovn judgement or benevolence. Hence I 
diink I aey jufliy congratulate myfelf; many have been 
celebrated for their conipofitions wbofe common con- 
verfetion and intercourfe have betrayed no marks of 
fublimity or genius. But, as far as is poffible, I will 
aideavour to f'eem equal in thought and fpeech to what 
I have well written, if I have written any thing well ; 
and while I add to the dignity of what 1 have written 
I will, at the lame time, derive from my writings a 
greater fplendour of reputation. Thus I fhall not leem 
to have borrowed the excellence of my literary compo- 
fitions from others fo much as to have drawn it pure 
and unmingled from the rcfources of my own mind and 
the force of my own conceptions. It gives me pleafure 
that you are convinced of the tranquillity which I pof- , 
fefs under this afflidling privation of nght as well as of 
the civility and kindnefs with which I receive thofe 
who vifit me from other countries. And indeed why 
Ihould I not fubmit with complacency to this lofs of 
fight which feems only withdrawn from the body with- 
out, to increafe the fight of the mind within. Hence 
books have not incurred my refentm«it, nor do I inter- 
mit the ftudy of books, though they have infli(51cd fo 
heavy a penalty on me for my attachment ; the example 
of Telephus king of Micia, who did not refiafe to re- 
ceive a cure firom the iame weapon by which he had 
been wounded, admonifhes me not to be fo morofe. 
With refpedt to the book which you have concerning 
the mode of holding parliaments, I have taken care to 
have the paflages which were marked, either amended, 
or, if they were doubtful, confirmed by a MS. of the 
illuflrioiis lord Bradftaw ; and from one of the Cottoa 
MSS. as you will perceive from the paper which I have 
returned. I fcnt lome one to inquire of the keeper of 
the Records in the Tower, who is my intimate friend, 
whether the original of this work be extant in that 
3 coIlciTtion, 
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£tioD, and he replied that there was no copy io the 
litory. 1 am reciprocally obliged to you for your 
ance in procuring me books. My Byzantine Hif- 

wants Theophanis Chronographia Graec. Lat. fol. 
lant. Manafiis Brevtarium Hifloricum, and Codini 
:rpta de Antiquit. C. P. Grgec. Lat. fol. Anaftafii 
iothecarii Hift. and Vitx Rom. Ponlifie. fol. to 
-h I beg you to add Michael Glycas and John Sin- 
, and the continuator of Anna Comena, if they 
: already iffVted from the fame prcfs. I need not 
;efl: you to purchafe them as cheap as poffible. 
re is no occafion to do this to a man of your difcre- 
, and the price of thofe books is fixed and known to 

Dr. Stuppe has undertook to pay you the money, 
to get them conveyed in the moil commodious way. 
spt my beft willies. Adieu. 
Weflminfter, March 24, 1658. 



XXII. 

To the noble Youth Richard Joites. 

I DID not receive your letter till fome time afler 
ras written ; it lay fifteen days at your mother's, 
th pleafure I perceive the emotions of your atlach- 
it and your gratitude. I have never ceafed to pro- 
e the culture of your genius, and to juftify the fa- 
rable opinion which your excellent mother enter- 
s of me, and the confidence flie places in me, by be- 
olence the moft pure and counfcls the moft fincere. 
that agreeable and healthy fpot, to which you have 
red, there are books enough for the purpofes of 
lemical education. If beauty of fituation contii- 
jd as much to improve the wit of the inhabitants , 
it does to pleafe the eye, the felicity of that place 
lid be compleat. The library there is rich in book, 
imlefs the minds of the students be improved by a 
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more rational mpde of education, it ma,y better deferve 
ttiename of a book-re poljtory than of a library. You 
juftly acknowledge that all thefe helps to learning 
Ihould be aflbciated with a tafte for literature, and with 
diligence in the cultivation. Take care that I may ne- 
ver have occafion to blame you for deviating from 
that opinion. And this you will readily avoid if you. 
will diligently obey the weighty and friendly precepts 
of the accomplithed Henry Oldenburg, your alTociate 
and friend. Adieu, my deareft Richard, and let me 
incite you like another Timothy to the praiftice of virtue 
and of piety, by the example of your mother who is the 
beft of women. 



XXIII. 

7b the iUi0rious Lord Henry de Bras. 

I SKB my Lord that you.^unllke raoft of our 
modern youth who pafs through foreign countries, 
■wifely travel, like the ancient philofophera, for the fake 
of complealing your juvenile fludies, and of picking up 
knowledge wherever it is to be found. Though as otlen 
aslconfider the excellence of what you write you appear 
to me to have gone among foreigners notfo much for the 
lake of procuring erudition yourfelf, as of imparting it 
to others, and rather to exchange than to purchafe a 
flock of literature. I with it were as eafy for me in 
enery way to promote the increafe of your knowledge 
and the improvement of your intelle<£t, as it is pleafing 
and flattering to me to have that afliftance requefted by 
talents and genius like yours. I have never attempted, 
and I ihould never dare to attempt, to folve thofe diffi- 
culties as you requeft, which feem to have caft a cloud 
over the writers of hiftory for fo many ages. Of Sallutl 
I will fpeak as you defire without any hefilation or rc- 
VoL. 1. ■ d ferve. 



fervc. I prefer him to any of the Latin hifioriahsi 
which was alfo the general 6pinion of the ancients. 
Your favorite Tacitus deferves his m^d of praifej but 
his higheft praife, in my opinion, confifts in his having 
imitated Salluft with all his might. By my converfation 
with you ch this fubjeft I feem, as fer as I can guefs 
from your letter, to have iiifpired you with fentiments 
very fimilar to my own, concerning that moft energetic 
and animated writer. As he in the beginning of his 
Catilinarian war afferted that there was the greateft 
difficuUy in hiftorical compofition. becaufe the ftyle 
Ihould cori-efpond with the nature ot the narrative, 
you alk me how a writer of hiftory may beft attain that 
excdience. My opinion is, that he who would de- 
fcribe actions and events in a way fuited to their dignity 
and importance, ought to write with a mind endued 
with a fpirit, and enlarged by an experience as extenlive 
as the a(5tors in the fcene, that he may have a capacity 
■properly to comprehend and to eftimate the moft mo- 
mentous affairs and to relate them, when comprehended, 
with energy and diftindtnefs, with purity and perfpi- 
cuity of. diction. The decorations of ftyle I do not 
greatly heed ; for I require an hiftorian and not a rhe- 
torician. I do not want frequent interfperfions of fen- 
timent, or prolix diftertations on tranfaiftions, which in- 
terrupt the ferics of events, and caufe the hiliorian to 
entrench on the office of the politician, who if in ex- 
plaining couiilels, and explaining fai5ts, he follows truth 
rather than his own partialities and conjeflures, excitei 
the difguft or the aveifion of his party. I will add a 
remark of Salluft, and which was one of the excellen- 
cies which he bimfelf commended in Cato, that he 
Ihould be able to fay much in a few words ; a perfedlion 
which I think, that no one can attain without the moft 
diferiminaiing judgment and a peculiar degree of mo- 
deration. There are many in whom you have not to 
regret cither elegance of didtion or copioiifnefs of narra- 
tive, who have yet united copioufnefs with brevity. And 
among thefe Salluft is in my opinion the chief of the 
X-atin writers. Such are the virtues which I think that 
every hiliorian ought to poflefe who would proportion 
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his ftyle to the facls which he records. But why do I 
mention this to you ? When fuch is your genius that 
you need not my advice, and when fuch is your profi- 
ciency that if it goes on iucreafing you vyill icon not be 
able to confult.any one more learned than yourfdf. To 
the increafe of that proficiency, though no exhortations 
can be neceffary to ftimulate your exertions, yet that I 
may not feem entirely to fruftrate your expeflations, I 
will befeech you with all myaffedlion, all my authority, 
and all my zeal, to let nothmg relax your diligence, or 
chill the ardour of your purfuit. Adieu! and may you 
ever fuccefsfuUy labour in the path of wifdom and of 
virtue, 

■Wcflimnfler, JulylS, 1657. 



XXIV. 
To Henkt Oldenbuhg. 

I KBjoicK to hear of your fafe arrival at Sau- 
.mur, which is, I believe, the place of your deAination. 
You cannot doubt of the pleafure which this intelli- 
genc«- has given me, when you confider how much I 
love your virtues and approve the object of your jouraey. 
I had much rather that fome other perfon had heard in 
the boat of Charon than you on the waters of the Cha- 
rent, thai fo infamous a prieft was called in to inflruft 
fo illuftrious a church. For I much fear that he will 
experience the moft- bitter difappointraent who thinlB 
ever to get to Heaven under the aufpices of fo profligate 
a guide. Alas I for that church where the miniflers en- 
deavour to pleafc only the earj minifters whom the 
church, if it defires a real reformation, ought rather to 
expel than to choofe. You have done right, and net 
only according to my opinion but that of Horace, by not 
' communicating my writings to any but to thofe who 
exprefled a defire to fee them. 
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Do not toy works, importunately rude, 
Dirg;race by pert endeavours lo inttufie. 

A learned friend of mine who paft the laft fumnner at 
Saumur, informed me that that book was in great re- 
qaeil in thofe parts. . I fent him only one copy ; he 
wrote back that the perufal of it had afforded the higheft 
fatisfaiftion to fome of the learned there. If I had not 
thought that I ftiould oblige them I fliould have fpared 
this trouble to you and this expence to myfelf. 



■I have as-you defired me, prefented your kind wifties to 
our friend Lawrence. There is nothing that I wilh 
more than that you and your pupil may have your health 
and return to us foon as poffible after having cfte(3:ed 
the obje<£t of your wilhes. 
Weftminfter, Aug. 1, ifls;. 



XXV. 

To the noble Youth Richard Jones. 

I REJOICE to hear that you aeconiplifhod fo loi^ 
a journey with fo little inconvenience, and what re- 
dounds lo much to your credit that, dcfpifing the lux- 
uries of Paris, you haftened with lb much celerity where 
you might enjoy' the pleafures of literature and the con- 
verfation of the learned. As long as you pieafe you 
yill there be in a haven of fecunty ; in other places 
you will have to guard againft the ihoals of treachery 
and the fyrtns' fongs. I would not with you to ihinft 
too much after the vintage of Saumur, but refolve to 
dilute the Bacchanalian flream with more than a fifth 
part of the Chryftal liquor of the ParnafTian fount. But 
in this refpe<ff, without my injuniflions, you have an 
excellent preceptor whom you cannot do better than 
obey ; and by obeying whom you will give the highcft 
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fatisfadtion to your excellent, mother, and daily increafc 
in her regard and love. That you may have power to 
do this you Ihould daily aik help from above. Adieu, 
and endeavour to return as much improved as poflible, 
both in virtue and erudition. This will give me more 
than ordinary pleafure. 
Wcftminflct, Aug. 1, ifiS/. 



XXVI. 

To the iUuftrioui Lord HenAy de Bbas. 

Some engagements, moft noble Lord, have pre- 
vented me from anCwerlng your letter fo foon as I could 
wilh. I wiflied to have done it the fooner becaufe I 
faw that your letter, fo fui! of erudition, left me lefs oc- 
cafion for fending you my advice (which I believe that 
you defire more out of compliment to me than of any 
benefit to yourfelf) than my congratulations. Firft, I 
congratulate uiyfelf on having been fo fortunate in cha- 
raifterifing the merits of Sallult as to have excited you to ■ 
the affiduous perufal of that author, who is lb ftil! of 
wifdom, and who may be read wtth fo much advantage. 
Of him I will venture to affert what Quintilian faid of 
Citrero, that he who loves Sallufi is no mean proficient 
in hiftorical compofition. That precept of.Ariftotle in 
the third book of his rhetoric, which you wifh me to 
explain, relates to the morality of the refle<Sions and the 
fidelity of the narrative. It appears to me to need little 
comment, except that it fiiould brf appropriated not to 
the compoiitions of rhetoric but of hiftory. Fop the 
offices of a rhetorician and an hiftorian are as diiferent as 
the arts which they profefs. Polybius, HalicarnafTus, 
Diodorus, Cicero, Lucian, and many others, whofe works 
are interfperfed with precepts on the fubje<St, will better 
teach you what are the duties of an hiftorian. I wifh, 
you every fuccefs in your travels and purfuits. Adieu. 
Weftminfler, D«c. 16, 16S7. 



XXVIi. 

To the accompUjhed Petek Heikbach. ; • 

I RECEIVED your letter from the Hague the 18th 
December, which, as your convenience feems to require, 
I anfwer the fame day on which it was received. In 
this letter, after returning me thanks for feme favours 
which I am not confcious of having done, but which 
Diiy regard for you makes me with to have been real, 
you afk me to recommend you, through the medium of 
D. Lawrence, to him who is appointed our agent in 
Holland. This I grieve that I am not able to do, both 
on accoimt of my little familiarity with thofe who have 
favours to beftow, iince I have more pleafure in keeping 
myfelf at home, and becaufe I believe that he is already 
on his voyage, and has in his company a perfon in the 
oiBcfe of lecretary, which you are tinxious to obtaia 
But the bearer of this is on the eve of his departure. 
Adieu. 

■Weftiiiinfter, Dec. 18, t6S7. 



XXVIK. 

To John Badia^s, Minijler of the Church of Orange. 

Most excellent and reverend fir, I believe that 
our friend Durius will take upon himfelf the blame of 
my not writing to you fooner. After he had fhowed 
me that paper which you wifhcd me to read concerning 
what I had done and fufFered for the fake of the Gofpel, 
I wrote this letter as foon as poffible, intending to fend 
it by the firft conveyance, fince I was fearful that you 
might confider a longer filence asneglei^t. In the mean- 
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time I am under the greatefl obligations to your friend 
Molin, for procuring me the efteem of the virtuous in 
thofe parts by the zeal of his friendfhip and the warmth 
of his praile ; and though I am not ignorant that the 
coDteft io which I was engaged with fo great an adver- 
fary, that the celebrity of the fiibjf(5l and the ftyle of 
the compofition had far and wide diffufed my fame, yet 
I think that I can be fnmoLis only iii proix)rtion as I 
enjoy the approbation of tlie good. I clearly fee that you 
arc of the fame opinion ; fo many are the toils you have 
endured, fo many are the enemies whom you have pro- 
voked by your difinterefled zeal in defence of the Chrif- 
tian dodtrine ; and you a6l with fo much intrepidity as 
to Ihow, that inftead of courting the applaufe of bad 
men, you do not fear to excite their moft inveterate hate 
and their moft bitter malediftions. Oh happy arc you 
whom, out of fo many thoufands of the wife and learned, 
providence has refcued from the very brink of defixuc- 
lion, andfrle»Sed tobearadiftinguiftied and intrepid tef- 
timony to the truth of the Gofpel. I have nowreafons 
for thinking (hat it was a Singular mercy that I did not 
write to you fooner; for when I underftood by ydur 
letters that, threatened on all fides by the malice of your 
enemies, you were looking round for a place of refuge to 
which you might fly in the iaft extremity of danger, and 
that you had fixed on England as the objcil of your 
wirties, I was confiderablygratifiedjbecaufe it gave me the 
hope of enjoying your company, and becaufe I was happy 
to find you think fo favourably of my couritry; but I 
lamented that, particularly owing to youf ignorance of 
our language, I did not fee any chance of a decent pro- 
vifion being made for you among us. The death of an old 
French minifier has iincc very opportunely occurred. 
The principal perfons of his congregation (from whom 
I have received this communication) anxioufly wiOi, or 
rather invite you to be chofen in his place ; they have 
determined to pay the expences of your journey, to pro- 
vide for you as large a falary as any of the French minifters 
receive, and to let you want nothing which can contri- 
bute to the cheerful difcharge of your ecclcftafiical 
funftion. Fly, I befeech you, as foon as pofiiblc, re- 
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vercnd fir, to thofe who arc fo defirous of feeing you, 
and where you will reap a harveft, not rich indeed in 
temporal delights, but in numerous opportunities to 
improve the hearts and to fave the fouls of men j and 
be aflured that your arrival is warmly defired by all good 
men. Adieu. 

Weftminfler, Apri; i, 1659. 



To Henky Oldenburg, 

. The indulgence which you beg for yourfelf, you 
will rather have to beftow on me, whofe turn, if I re- 
member, ft was 10 write. My regard for you has, be- 
lieve me, fufFered no diminution ; but either my fliidies 
or my domeftic cares, or perhaps my indolence in writ- 
ing, have made me guilty of this omlffion of duty. I 
am, by God's help, as well as ufual, I am not wiHing, 
as you with roe,io compile ahiftoryof our troubles; for 
they feem rather to require oblivion than commemo- 
ration ; nor have we fo much need of a perfon to com- 
pofe a hjftory of our troubles as happily to fettle them. 
I fear with you lefl our civil diffeniions, or rather ma- 
niacal agitation, fliould expbfe us to the attack of the 
lately confederated enemies of religion and of liberty; 
but thofe enemies could not inflidt a deeper wound upon 
religion than we ourfelves have long fince done by our 
follies and our crimes. But whatever difturbances kings 
and cardinals may meditate and contrive, I truft that 
God will not futFer the machinations and the violence of 
our enemies to fucceed according to their expedlations. 
I pray that thq Prolefiant fynod, which you fay is foon 
to meet at Leydcn, may hate a happy termination, which , 
has never yet happened to any fynod that has ever met 
before. But the termination of this might be called 
h^ppy, if it decreed nothing elfe bat the expullion of 
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More. As foon as my Jjofthumous adverfary ftalt make 
his appearance I requefl: you to give me the earlieft in- 
formation. Adieu. 

Weftminftcr, Dec. 20, IGSQi 



XXX. 

iffl the nohle Youth Richaed Jones. 

You fend me a mofi modeft apology for Hot 
Writing fooner, when you might more juftly have ac- 
aifed me of the fame offence ; fo that I hardly know 
whether I fhould choofe that you had not committed 
the offence or not written the apology. Never for a. 
ttioment believe that I meafure your gratitude, if any 
gratitude be due to me, by the affidiiity of your epif- 
tolary communications. 1 fhall perceive all the ardour 
of your gratitude, fince you will extol the merit of my 
fervices, not fo mUch in the frequency of your letters as 
in the excellence of your habits, and the degree of your 
moral and inteUciSlLial proficiency. On the theatre of 
the world on which you have entered, you have rightly 
chofen the path of virtue; but know there is a path 
common to virtue and to vice ; and that it behoves you 
to advance where the way divides. Leaving the com- 
tnon track of pleafure and amufement, you fhould 
cheerfully encounter the toils and the dangers of that fleep 
and rugged way which leads to the pinnacle of virtue- 
This, believe me, you will accomplifh with more facility 
fince you have got a guide of fo much integrity and 
fkill. Adieu. 

Weftminfier, Dec. 20, 1639. 
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the letters of which they were compofcd. I rejoice to 
find that your virtues and talents, of which I (aw the 
fair promife in your youth, have raifed you to fo ho- 
nourable a fituation under the prince j and I with yoa 
every good which you can enjoy. Adieu, 
Londop, Aug. IS, 166Q. 
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REFORMATION IN ENGLAND. 

AMD THB 

CAUSES THAT HITHERTO HAVE HINDERED IT. ' 
IN TWO BOOKS. 
WRITTEN TO A FRIEND. 
SIB, 

xVmidst thofc deep and retired thoughts, which, with 
every mati chriftianly inftrudted, ought to be moft fre- 
quent of God, and of his miraculous ways and works 
amongil men, and of our religion and works, to be per-- 
formed to him ; after the ftory of our Saviour Chrift, 
fufFering to the loweft bent of weaknefs in the fleih, and 
prefently triumphing to the higheft pitch of glory in tho 
fpirit, which drew up his body alfo ; till we in both boi 
united to him in the revelation of his kingdom, I do not 
know of any thing more worthy to take up the wholtf 
paJHon of pity on the one fide, and joy on the other, than 
to contider firft the foul and fudden corruption, and then^ 
after many a tedious age, the long deferred, but much 
more wonderful and happy reformation of the church in 
thefe latter days. Sad it is to think how that doctrine of 
the gofpel, planted by teachers divinely infpircd, and by 
them winnowed and lifted from the chaff of overdated 
ceremonies, and refined to fuch a fpiritual height and 
temper of purity, and knowledge of the Creator, that the 
body, with all the circumftances of time and place, were 
purified by theaffedUons of the regenerate foul, and no- 
tiiing left impure but fin ; faith needing not the weak 
Vol. I. ' B . and 
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and fallible office of the fenfes, to be either the ufliere or 
interpreters of heavenly myfteries, lave where our Lord 
himfelf in his lacrainents ordained; that fuch a do^rine; 
fliouldi tbreugh the groffnefa and blindnefs of het pwofcf- 
fors, and the fraud of deceivable traditions, drag fo down- 
wards, as lobackilide one way into the Jewilh beggary of 
old caft rudiments, and ftamble forward another way into 
the new-vomited paganifm of fenfual idolatry, attributing 
purity or impurity to things indifferent, that they might . 
bring the inward aifts of the fpirit to the outward and 
cuftomary eye-fervice of the body, as if they could make 
God earthly apd flefhly, becaufe they could not make 
themfelves heavenly and fpiritual; they began to draw 
down all the divine intercourfe betwixt God and the foul* 
yea, the very fhape of, God himfelf, into an exterior and 
bodily form, ui^ently pretending a neceffity and oWige- 
ment of joining the body in a format rererence, and wor- 
Ibip circumfcribed ; they hallowed it, they fumed it, 
thty fprinkled it, they bedecked it, not in robes of pure 
innocency, but of pure linen> with other deformed 
and &ntaAic drefles, in palls and mitres, gold, and 
gewgaws fetched from Aaron's old wardrobe, or the 
fiamins-veflry: then was the prieft (ct to con his mo- 
tions and his poflures, his liturgies and his lurries, till 
the foul by this means of ovcrbodying herfclf. givea 
up jullly to flelhly delights, bated her wing apace (^wn- 
ward: and finding the cafe ihe had firom her vtiible and 
ienfuous colleague the body, in performance of religioui 
dutiesi her pinions now broken, and flagging, fhifted 
off from herfelf the labour of high foaring any more, 
forgot her heavenly flight, and left ihe dull and droil- 
ing carcafe to plod on in the old .road, and drudging 
trade of outward conformity. And here out of queftion 
from her perverfe conceiting of God and holy things, 
ihe had fallen to believe no God at all, had not cuf- 
■ iom and the woim of confcience nipped her incredulity: 
hence to all the i^uties of «vangelical grace, inftead of 
the adoptive and cheerful boldnefs which our new al' 
liance with God requires, came Servile, and tbrallike 
fear: for in very deed, the fuperflitious man by his good 
will is an atlielA ; but being feared from thence by the 
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JHI^ and gripes of a boiling confcicnce, all in a pud- 
dcr ihuffles up to himfelf fuch a God and fuch a wor- 
ihip as is moft agreeable to remedy his fear ; which fear. 
of his, as alfo is his hope, fixed only upon the fleih, 
Kndere likewife the whole faculty of his apprehenfion' 
carnal ; and all the inward a6ls of worfhip> imiiiig from, 
die native firength of the foul, run out laviftily to the 
nppcr ikin, and there harden into a craft of fonnality. 
Hence men came to fcan the fcriptures by the letter, 
and in the covenant of our redemption, magnified the « 
external ligns more than the quickening power of the 
^irit; and yet looking on them through their own 
gniltinefs with a fervile fear, and finding as little com- 
fort, or rather terrour from them again, they knew not 
bow to hide their fiavifh approach to God's behefts by 
tiwm not underftood, nor worthily received, but by 
doaking their fervile crouching, to all religious prefent- 
nents, fometimes lawful, fometimes idolatrous, under 
the name of humility, and terming the piebald fi'ip-' .' 
pay and oftentation of ceremonies, decency. 
- Tbfm was baptifm changed into a kind of exorcifm, and 
watw, fanftified by Chrift's inftitute, thought little 
enough to walh off the original fpot, without the fcratch 
or cro& impreflion of a prieft's forefinger : and that feaft 
of fiee grace and adoption to which Chrift invited his 
difciples to fit' as brethren, and coheirs of the happy co- 
venant, which at that table was to be fealed to them, qven 
tiiat feafi of love and heavenly-admilted fellowihtpi .the 
ieal of filial grace, became the fubjeA of horrour, and 
glouting adoration, pageanted about like a dreadful idol ; 
which fometimes deceives well-meaning men, and be- 
guiles them of their reward, by their voluntary humility ; 
which indeed is flefhly pride, preferring a foolifh facrifice, 
and the rudiments of the world, as Saint Paul to the Co- 
IdHans explaineth, before a favoury obedience to Chrift's 
example. Such was Peter's unleafonable humility, as 
then his knowledge was fmall, whenChrifi: came to wafh"" 
his feet ; who at an impertinent time would needs ftraln 
courtefy with his mafler,-and falling troublefomcly upon 
the lowly, all-wile, and unexaminable intention of Chrift, 
ia what he weat with relolution to do, fo provoked by hia 
B 2 interruption 
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inlemiption the meek Lord, that he threatened to exclude 
him from hia heavenly portion, unlefs he could be con- 
tent to be lefs arrogant and OitTnecked in his humility. 
. But to dwell no longer in chanuSerizing the depravities. 
of the church, and how they fprung, and how they took 
increare ; when I recall to mind at laft, after fo many dark, 
ages, wherein the huge overfhadowing train of errour had 
aJmoft fwept all the liars out of the firmament of the 
church ; how the bright and blifaful reformation (by di- 
^ vine power) flrook through the black ^and fettled night 
of ignorance and antichriftian tyranny, methinks a fove- 
retgn and reviving joy muft needs rufti into the bofomof 
him that reads or hears ; and the fweet odour of the re- 
turning gof pel imbalhe his foul with the fragrancy of Hea- 
ven. Then was the facred Bible fought out of the dufly 
comers where profane falfehood and negledt had thrown- 
it, the fchools opened, divine and human learning raked 
out of the embers of forgotten tongues, the princes and 
cities trooping apace to the new-erei£led banner of fal-' 
vation ; the martyrs, with the unreliftible might of weak- 
nefa, fhaking the powers of darknefs, and fcoming the 
fiery rage of the old red dragon. 

The pleating purfuit of thefe thoughts hath ofttimes 
led me into a ferious queilion and debatement with my- 
felf, how it ihould come to pafs that England (having 
had this grace and honoor from God, to be the £rft that 
fhonld fet up a flandard'for the recovery pf loft truth, and 
blow the firft evangelic trumpet to the nations, holding 
up, as from a hill, the new lamp of faving light to alt 
chriftendom) fhould now be laft, and moft unfettledin 
the enjoyment of that peace, whereof fhe taught the way 
to others } although indeed our WicklifFe's preaching, at 
which all the focceeding reformers more efFedtually hght- 
ed their tapers, was to his countrymen but a Ihort WazCi 
foon damped and ftifled by the pope and prelates for fix 
or feven lungs reigns ; yet methinks the precedency which 
God gave this ifland, to be firft reftorer of buried truth* 
fliould have been followed with more happy fuccefs, and 
fooner attained perfe£tion j in which as yet we are amongft 
the laft : for, albeit in purity of do<Etrine we agree with 
our brethren ; yet in difcipliue, which is the execution and 
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Spplying of 'doiftrine home, and laying the falve to tha 
very orifice of the wound, yea, tenting and fearching to 
the core, without which pulpit- preaching is but ihooting 
^t rovers ; in this we are no better than a fchifm from all 
the reformation, and a fore fcandal to them : for while 
We hold ordination to belong only to bifliops, as our pre* 
lates do, we muft of ncceffity hold alfo their miniftere to 
be no rainjfters, and fhortly after their church to be na 
church. Not to fpeak of thofe fenfelefs ceremonies which 
we only retain, as a dangereus earneft of Aiding back to 
nome^ and ferving merely, either as a miilto cover na- 
kednefs where true grace is extinguished^ or as an inter- 
lude to fet out the pomp of prclatifm. Certainly it would 
fcc worth the while therefore, and the pains, to inquirft 
Inorc particularly, what, and how many the chief caufes 
Ihave been, that have Itill hindered oui" uniform confent to 
the reft of the churches abroad, at this time efpecially 
•when the kingdom is in a good propcnfity thereto ; and 
all men in prayers, in hopes, or in difputes, either for or 



Yet I will not infift on that which may feem to be tlie 
caufe on God's part; as his judgment on our fins, the - 
trial of his own, the unmaflting of hypocrites : nor fhall 
I ftay to fpeak of the continual eagernefs and extreme dj?- 
ligence of the pope and papifts to flop the furtherance of 
refortnation, which know they have no hold or hope of 
England their loft darling, longer than the government of 
bifliops bolfters them out ; and therefore plot all they can 
to uphold them, as may be feen by the book of Santa. 
Clara, thepopifh prieft, in defence of biihops, which came 
out piping hot much about the time that one of our ofvn 
prelates, out of an ominous fear, had writ on the fame 
argument; as if they had joined their forces, like goc4 
confederates, to fupport one falling Babel. ■ 

But I ftiali chiefly endeavour to declare thofe caufca that 
hinder the forwarding of true difcipline, which are among 
ourfclves. Orderly proceediqg will divide our inquiry 
into our forefathers' days, and into our times. Henry Vlll 
was the firft that rent this kingdom from the pope's fub- 
jeaion totally ; but his quarrel being more about fupro- 
macy, than- other faultinefs in religwH that he leganded, 
B3 it 
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it is no riiarvel if he ftuck where he did. The next de^ 
fault was in the bifhops, who though they had renounced 
the pope, they flill hu^ed the popedom, and fliared the 
jiuthority among themfelves, by their fix bloody artides 
perfccuting the proteftants no flacker than the pope would 
have done. And doubtlefs, whenever the pope fhall fall, 
if his ruin be not like the fudden downcome of a tower, 
the bilhops, when they fee him tottering, will leave him, 
and fall to fcrambling, catch who may, he a patriarch- 
dom, and another what comes next hand ; as the French 
cardinal of late and the fee of Canterbury hath plainly 
affefled. 

In Edward the Sixth's days, why a complete reforma- 
tion was not effedled, to any confiderate man may appear. 
Firfl, he no fooner entered into his kingdom, but into a 
war with Scotland ; from whence the protestor returning 
with vidiory, had but newly put his hand to repeal the 
fix articles, and throw the images out of churches, but 
TebeUions on all fides, ftirred up by obdurate papifts, and 
other tumults, with a plain war in Norfolk, holding tack 
againft two of the king's generals, made them of force 
*X)ntent themfelves with what they had already done. 
Hereupon- followed ambitious contentions among the 
peers, which ceafed not but with the protestor's death, 
' who wafi the moll zealous in this point : and then Nor- 
thumberland was he that could do moft in England, who 
little minding religion, (as his apoflafy well fliQwed-at 
tis death) bent -all his wit how to bring the rightofthe 
.crown into his own line. And for the bifliops, they were 
fo far from any fuch worthy attempts, as that they fufier- 
cd themfelves to be the common ftales, to countenance 
■with their proftituted gravities every politic fetch that 
was then on foot, as oft as ^he potent l^atifis plcafed to 
employ them. Never do \ye read that they made ufe of 
their authority and high place of accefs, to bring the jar- 
Tipg nobility to chriftian peace, or to withfiand their dif- 
loyal projeils : but if a toleration for mafs were to be beg- 
ged of the king for his fifter Mary, left Charles the Fifth 
ihould be angry ; who but the grave prelates, Crannicr 
and Ridley, mult he fent to extort it from the young 
king ? But out of the mouth of that godly and royal 

. chud. 
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cHld, Ghrift himfelf returned fuch an awful repulfe to 
tfaofe halting and timeferving prelates, that after much 
bold importunity, they went their way not without ihame 
and tears. 

Nor was this the firft time that they difcqvered to be 
followers of this world ; for when the protestor's brother^ 
lord Sudley, the admiral, through private malice and 
malengine was to lofe his life, no man could be found 
fitter than biftiop Latimer (like another Dr. Shaw) to 
divulge in his fennon' the foi^d accufations laid to hi* 
charge, thereby to defame him with the people, who elfe 
it was thought would take ill the innocent man's denth, 
unlefs the reverend biihop could warrant them there was 
no foul play. What could be more impious than to de- 
bar the children of the king from their right to the crown ? 
To comply with the ambitious ufurpation of a traitor, 
and to make void the laft will of Henry VIII, to w^ich 
.the breakers had fworn obfervance ? Yet bifliop Cran- 
mer, one of the executors, and the other bifhops, none re- 
fufing, (left they fhould refift the duke of Northumbei-- 
land) could find in their confciences to fet their hands 
to the difenabling and defeating not only of pnnceft 
Mary the papift, but of Klizabeth the protefiant, and 
(by the bilhops judgment) the lawful iffue of king 
Henry. 

Who then can think (though thefe prelates had fought 
a further reformation) that the Icaft wry face of a politician 
would not have huflied them ? But it will be faid, thefe men 
were martyrs: what then? though every true Chriftiari 
will be a martyr when he is called to it ; not prefently does 
it follow, that every one fufFering for religion is, wijfcout 
exception. Saint Paul writes, that " a man may give hi* 
body to be burnt, (meaning for religion) and yet not have 
charity:" he is not therefore above all poflibility of er- 
ring, becaufe he bums for fome points of truth, 

Witneli the • Arians and Pelagians, which were flain 
by the heathen for Chrift's fake, yet we take botb.thefe 

* It appears frma tbii and other pafTagei, that the author Id bll 
jonnger yean wai orthodox, as it U called: but he afterwards altered 
fiii CcDtimenU; as is plain from his trad od " True Religioji, Hercf/, 
ScMriD, aod ToUxatioo," which was the laft work he puUiOied. 
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for no true friends of Chrjft. If the martyrs (faith Cy^ 
prian in his 30th epiftle) decree one thing, and the gof- 
pd another, either the martyrs muft lofe their crown hy 
jiot obferving the gofpel for which they are martyrs, at 
the majefty of the gofpel muft be broken and lie flat, if 
it can be overtopped by the novelty of any other decree. 
. And here withal I invoke the Immortal Deity, revealcr 
,and judge of fecrets, that wherever I have in this boo^ 
plainly and roundly (though worthily and truly) laid open 
the faults and blemiihes of fathers, martyrs, or chriftian 
emperors, or have otherwife inveighed againft errour and 
fupcrftition with vehement expreffions ; I have done it 
neither out of malice, nor lift to fpeak evil, nor any vain 
glory, but of mere neceflity to vindicate the fpotlefs truth 
from an ignominious bondage, whofe native worth is now 
"Jjecome of fuch a low efteem, that fhe is like to find 
fmall credit with us for what flie can lay, unlefs (he can 
bring a ticket from Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley ; or 
prove herfelf a retainer to ConftantJne, and wear his 
badge. More tolerable it were for the church of God, 
that all thefe names were utterly aboliftied like the brazen 
ferpent, than that men's fend opinion Ihould thus idol- 
ize them, and the heavenly truth be thus captivated. 

Now to proceed, whaffbever the biihops were, it feems 
ihey themfelves were unfatisfted In matters of religion as 
they then flood, by that commiffion granted to eight hi- 
ihops, eight other divines, eight civilians, eight common 
lawyers, to frame ecclefiaftical conftitutions ; which no 
wonder if it came to nothing, for (as Hayward relates) 
bo^h their profeflions and their ends were different. 
Jj&my, we all know by example, that exaift reformation 
is not perfected at the firft pufhj and thofe unwieldy 
times of Edward VI may hold feme plea by this excufe. 
Now let any reafonable man judge whether that king's 
'reign be a fit time from whence to pattern out the con- 
iUtution of a church difcipline, much lefs that it ftioutd 
yield cccafion from whence to fofter and eliablifli the 
continuance of imperfoSion, with the commendatory 
fubfcriptions of confeffors and martyrs, to entitle and en- 
gage a glorious name to a grofs corruption. It was not 
cpifcopacy that wrought in them the heavenly (brtitudft 
". " of 
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of martyrdom, as little is it that martyrdom can mate 
good cpifcopacy; but it was epifcopacy that led the 
good and holy men, through the temptation of the 
enemy, and the fnare of this prefent world, to many 
blameworthy and opprobrious adtions. And it is lliU 
epifcopacy that before all our eyes worfens and flugs the 
moft learned, and feeming religious of our minifters, 
Xvho no fooner advanced to it, but like a feething pot fet 
to cool, fenlibly exhale and reak out the greateft part ojf 
that zeal, and thofe gifts which were formerly in them, 
fettling in a fkinny congcalment of eafe and uoth' at th^ 
top ; and if Ihey keep their learning by forae potent fwajr 
of nature, it is a rare chance ; but their devotion moft 
commonly comes to that queazy temper of lukewarmneli^ 
that gives a vomit to God himielf. 

But what do we fuffer mislbapen and enormoTis prc- 
latifm, as we do, thus to blanch and varnift her de- 
formities with the fair colours, as before of martyrdom^, 
fo now of epifcopacy ? They are not bilhops, God and 
all good men know they are not, that have filled this land 
with late confufion and violence, but a tyrannical ere*- 
and corporation of impoftors, that have blinded and 
abufed the world fo long under that name. ■ He that, en- 
abled with gifts from God, and the lawful and primitive 
djiisice of the church affembled in convenient number, 
'^ithfully from that time forward feeds .his parochial 
flock, has his coequal and comprefbylerial power to Or- 
dain minifters and deacons by public prayer, and vote of 
Chrifl:'s congregation in like fort as he himfelf was or- 
dained, and is a true apoftolie bifliop. But whep he 
fleps up into the chair of pontifical pride, and changes a 
moderate and exemplaiy houfe for a mifgoverned and 
haughty palace, fpiritual dignity for carnal precedence, 
and I'ecular high office and employment for tlie high 
negotiations of his heavenly embaffage : then he &• 
grades, then he unbifhops himfelf; he that makes hiiti 
bifhop, makes him no bifliop. No marvel therefore if 
St. Martin complained to Sulpitius Severus, that fince he 
was bifliop he felt inwardly a fenfible decay of thofe vir- 
tues and graces that God had given him in great mea- 
fure before J althoogh the fame Sulpitius wriEe that.h'e 
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was nothing tainted or altered in bis habit, diet, or per- 
fohal demeanour from that fimple plainnefs to which he 
firft betook himfelf. It was not therefore that thing alone 
which God took difpleafure at in the bifhopa of thofe 
times, but rather an univerfal rottennefs and gangrene 
in thewhole funftion. 

From hence then I pafs to queen Elizabeth, the next 
proteftant prince, in whofe days why religion attained 
not a perfeil reducement in the beginning of her reign, 
1 fuppofe the hindering caufes will be found to be com- 
mon with feme formerly alleged for King Edward VI ; 
the greennefs of the times, the weak eftate which queen 
Mary left the realm in, the great places and offices exe- 
cuted by papifts, the judges, the lawyers, the juftices of 
^jeace for the moft part popifti, the bifhops firm to 
Kome; from whence was to be cxpedied the furious 
flafhing of excommunications, and abfolving the people 
from their obedience. Next, her private counfellora, 
whoever they were, perfuaded her (as Camden writes) 
that the altering of ecclefiaftic^ policy would move fedi- 
tion. Then was the liturgy giVen to a number of mode- 
rate divines, and iir Thomas Smith a ftatefman, to be 
purged and phyficked ; and furely they were moderate 
divines indeed, neither hot nor cold ; and Grindal the 
beft of tbem, afterwards archbifhop of Canterbuiy, loA 
fevour in the court, and I think was difcharged the go- 
vernment of his fee, for favouring the minifters, though 
Camden feem willing to find another caufe: therefore 
about her iecond year, in a parliament, of men and 
minds fome fcarce well grounded, others belching the • 
four crudities of yefterday's popery, thofe conftitutions 
of Edward VI, which as you heard before no way fatif- 
'fied the men that made them, are now eftahlifhed for 
bed, and not to be mended. From that lime followed 
nothing but imprifonraents, troubles, difgraces on all 
thofe that found fault with the decrees of the convocation, 
and ftraight were they branded with the name ofpuritana 
As for the queen herfelf, ihe was made believe that 
by putting down bifhops her prerogative would be in- 
iringed, of which ihall* be fpoken anon as the courfe of 
method brings it in : and why the prelates laboured it 

fliould 
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ftiould be fo thought, afk not them, but afk their bellies. 
They had found a good tabernacle, they fate under a 
fpreading vine, their Jot was fallen in a fair inheritance. 
And thefe perhaps were the chief impeachments of a 
more found rectifying the church in the queen's time. 

From this period I count to begin our times, wliJch 
bccaufe they concern us more nearly, and our own eyes 
and ears can give us the ampler fcope to judge, will re- 
quire a more exaft fearch ; and to effedl this the fpeedier, 
I ihall diftinguilh fuch as I eftecm to be the hinderers of 
reformation into three forts, Antiquitarians (for fo I had 
rather call them than antiquaries, whofe labours are uie- 
ful and laudable). S. Libertines. 3. Politicians. 

To the votarifts of antiquity I Ihall think to have fully 
anfwered, if I fhall be able to prove out of antiquity, 
Firft, that if they will conform our biftiops to the purer 
tifties, they mufl: mew their feathers, and their pounces, 
and make but curtailed bifhops of them; and we know 
they hale to be docked and clipped, as much as to be put 
Aowa outright. Secondly, that thofe purer times were 
corrupt, and their books corrupted foon after. Thirdly, 
that the bcft of thofe that then wrote difclaim th^ 
any man ihould repofe on them, and fend all to the 
fcriptures. 

Firft therefore, if thofe that overafFefl antiquity will 
follow the fquare thereof, their biftiops muft be elected 
by the hands of the whole church. The ancienteft of the 
extant fathers, Ignatius, writing to the Fhiladt^lphians, 
faith, " that it belongs to them as to the church of God 
*' to choofe a bifhop." Let no man cavil, but take the 
church of God as meaning the whole confiftence of 
Orders and members, as St. Paul's epiftles cxprefs, and 
this likewife being read over: bcfidcs this, ij is there to 
be marked, that thofe Philadelphians are exhorted to 
choofe a bifhop of Antioch. Whence it feems by the 
Way that there was not that wary limitation of diocefe in 
thofe times, which is confinned even by a fait friend of 
epifcopacy, Camden, who cannot but love bilhops as 
well as old coins, and his much lamented monafteries, 
for antiquity's fake. He writes in his del'cription of Scot- 
land, " That over all the world biihops h^ no cciiaia 

diocefe 
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diocefe till pope Diooyfius about the year 268 did cut 
them out ; and that the bifhops of Scotland executed 
their function in what place foever they came . indif- 
ferently, and without diftintftion, till kicg Malcolm the 
third, about the year 1070," Whence may be gueflcd 
what their funi5lion was : was it to go about circled with 
a band of rooking officials, with cloakbags full of cita-| 
tjons, and proceiTes to be ferved by a corpprality of grif- 
-fonlike promoters and apparitors ? Did he go about to 
pitch down his court, as an empiric does his bank, to 
inveigle in all the money of the country ? No certainly 
it would not have been permitted him to exercife any 
fech funt^ion indifferently wherever he came. And 
Terily fome fiich matter it was as want of a tat diocefe 
ibat kept our Britain bilhops fo poor in the primitive 
times, that being called to the council of Ariminum in 
.the year 369, ^^^y ^^^^ "ot wherewithal to defray the 
charges of their journey, but were fed and lodged upoo 
the Emperor's coft ; which muft needs be no accidental 
but ufual poverty in them: for the author, Sulpitius 
Severus, in his Sd book of Church-Hiftory pralfes them, 
and avouches it praifeworthy in a biihop to be 'to poor 
as to have nothing of his own. But to return to the aur 
cient eleflion of bilhops, that it could not lawfully be 
without the confent of the people is fo exprcfs in Cyprian, 
and fo often to be met wiih, that to cite each place at 
large, were to tranflate a good part of the volume; there- 
fore touching the chief paflages, I refer the reft to whom 
fo lift pcrufe the author himfelf: in the 24th epiftlei 
" If abirtiop," faith he, " be once made and allowed by 
the teftimonyandjudgment of hie colleagues and the peo- 
ple, no other can be made." In the 55th, " When a bi- 
ihip is made by the fufFrage of all tRe people in peace." 
In the 68th mark but what he fays ; " The people chiefly 
bath power cither of .choofing worthy ones, or rcfufing 
unworthy :" this he there proves by authorities out of the 
Old and New Teftament, and with folid reafons : thefc 
were his antiquities. 

This voice of the people, to be had ever in epifcopal 

eleAions, was fo well known before Cyprian's time, evea 

to thofe that were without the church, that the emperor 

I , ( ., Alexander 



Of Reformation in England. IS 

Alexander Severus defired to have his governors of pro- 
vinces chofen in the lame manner, as Lampridius can 
tell i fo little thought it he offeniive to monarchy. And 
if fiogle authorities perfuade not, hearken what the 
whole general council of NicEea, the firft and famoufeft 
of all the reft, determines, writing a fynodical epiftle ta 
the African churqhes, to warn them of Arianifm ; it ex- 
horts them to choofe orthodox biftiops in the place of the 
dead, fo they be worthy, and the people choofe them ; 
whereby they feem to make the people's aflcnt fo necef- 
fary, that merit, without their free choice, were not fuffi- 
cient to make a bifhop. What would ye fay now, grave 
fathers, if you fhould wake and fee unworthy biftiops, or 
rather no bifhops, but Egyptian talkmafters of ceremo-, 
flies thruft purpofely upon the groaning church, to the 
affli<^ion and vexation of God's people ? It was not of 
old that a conffiiracy of bifhops could frullrate and fob 
off the right of the people ; for we may read how St, 
Martin, foon after Conftantine, was made birtiop of Tu- 
ron in France, by the people's confent from all places 
thereabout, maugre all the oppofition that the biftiops 
could make. Thus went matters of the church aimoft 
400 years after Chnft, and very probably far lower: for 
Nicephorus Phocas the Greek emperor, whofe reign fell 
near the 1000 year of our Lord, having done many things 
tyrannically, is faid by Cedrenus to have done nothing 
more grievous and difpleafing to the people, than to have 
enafted that no biftiop Ihould be chofen without his 
will ; fo long did this right remain to the people in the 
midft of other palpable corruptions. Now for epifcopai 
dignity, what it was, fee out of Ignatius, who in his 
epiftle to thofe of Trallis, confefTeth, *' That the preft)y- 
ters are his fellow -counfellors and fellow-benchers." 
And Cyprian in many places, as in the 0, 41, 52, epjf- 
tles, fpeaking of prt-fbyters, calls them his comprefbyters, 
as if he deemed himlelf no other, whenas' by the fame 
place it appears he was a biftiop; he calls them brethren, 
. but that will be thought his meeknefs : yea, but the pref- 
byters and deacons writing to him think they do him 
honour enough, when they phrale him no higher thau 
brother Cyprian, and dear Cyprian in the '20 epiftle. 

For 
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For their authority it is evident not to have been fingTe, 
but depending on the counfel of the prcfbyters, as froifl 
Ignatius was erewhile alleged j and the fame Cyprian 
acknowledges as much in the 6 epifllc, and adds there- 
to, that he had determined, from his entrance into the 
office of bifhop, to do nothing without the confent of his 
people, and fo in the 3 1 epiftle, for it were tedious to 
courfe through all his writings, which arc fo full of the 
like aflertions, infomuch that even in the womb and cen- 
tre of apoflafy, Rome itfclf, there yet remains a glimpfe 
of this truth; for the pope himfelf, as a learned Englilh 
*ritcr notes well, performeth all ecclcfiaftical jurifdic- 
tion as in conliftory among his canlinals, which were 
originally but the parifh priefts of Rome. Thus then 
did the ^irit of unity and meeknefs infpire and animate 
every joint and finew of the myflical body; but now the 
gravefl and worthieft minifter, a true biihop of his fold, 
ihall be reviled and ruffied by an infulting and only 
canon-wife prelate, as if he were fome flight paltry com> 
panion : and the people of Grod, redeemed and waflied 
Vith Chrift's blood, and dignified with fo many glorious 
titles of faints, and fons in the gofpel, are now no better 
reputed than impure ethnics and lay dogs ; flones, and 
pillars, and crucifixes, have now the honour and the 
alms due to Chrifl's living members ; the tabic of com- 
munion, now become a table of feparation, fiands like an 
exalted platform upon the brow of the quire, fortified 
with bulwark and barricado, to keep off the profane 
touch of the laics, whilft the obfcene and furfeited prieft 
lcruples,not to paw and mammoc the facramental bread, 
as familiarly as his tavern bifcuit. And thus the pcoplt^ 
■vilified and rejected by them, give over the earneft ftudy 
of virtue and godlinels, as a thing of greater purity thaii 
they need, and the fearch of divine knowledge as a myf- 
tery too high for their capacities, and only for churdi- 
men.to meddle with ; which is what the prelates defire, 
that when they have brought lis back to popifh bliod- 
ncfs, we might commit to their difpofe the whole ma- 
naging of our faivation, for they think it was never fair 
world with them fince that time. But he that will mould 
■ modem biQi^m into a primitive, muil yield hiih to be 
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tinted by the popular voice, undioccfed, unrevenued, an- 
lorded, and leave him nothing but brotheriy equality, 
matchlefs temperance, frequent fefting, inceflant prayer 
and preaching, continual watchings and labours m his 
ininiftry ; which what a rich booty it would be, what x 
plump endowment to the many-benefice-gaping-mouth 
of a prelate, what a relifli it would give to hia canary- 
fudcing, and fwan-eating palate, let old bifliop Moun- 
tain judge for nic. 

. How little therefore thofc ancient times make for mo- 
dem bifhops, hath been plainly difcourfed ; but kt them 
make for them as much as they will, yet why we ought 
aot to fland to their arbitrement, fhall now appear by 3t 
threefold corruption which will be found upon them. 
1 . The belt times were fpreadingly Infefted. % The beft 
men of thofe times foully tainted. 3. The beft writing* 
of thofe men dangeroufly adulterated. Thefe pofitions 
are to be made good out of thofe times witneffing of them- 
felves. Firft, Ignatius in his early days teflines to the 
churches of Afia, that even then herefies were fprung up; 
and rife every where, as Eufebius rektes in his 3 book, 
34 chap, after the Greek number. And Hegefippus, s 
grave church writer of prime antiquity, affirms in the 
fame book of f.ufebius, c, 3'2 : " That while the apoftlei 
were on earth, the depravers of doftrine did but lurk ; 
but they once gone, with open forehead they diirft preach 
down the truth wiih falfities." Yea, thofe that are 
reckoned for orthodox, began to make fad and fliameful 
rents in the church about the trivial celebration of feafts, 
not agreeing when to keep Eafler-day ; which contro- 
verfy grew fo hot, that Victor the biftiop of Rome cxcom- 
municaled all the churches ofAlia for no other cauie, 
and was worthily thereof reproved by Irenaeus. For can 
any found tlieologer think, that thefe great fathers under- 
ftood what was gofpcl, or what was excommunication I 
.Doubtlefs that which led the good men into fraud and 
crrjjur was, that they attended mote to the near tradition 
of what they htard the apoftles fometimes did, than to 
what they had left written, not confideririg that many 
things which they did were by the apoftles themfelvei 
proleffed to be done only for the prefent, aad of mere in- 
dulgence 
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duJgence to-fome icrupulous coaverts of the circumcl-, 
iion, but what they writ was of firm decree to all future 
, ages. Look but a centuiy lower in the 1 cap. of Eufe-r 
bius 8 book. What a univerfal tetter of impurity had 
envenortjed every part, order, and d^ree of the church, 
to omit the lay herd, which will be little regarded, 
*'thofe that feem to be onr paftors," faith he, " overturn- 
ing the law of God's worfhip, burnt in contentions one 
towards another, and incrcafing in hatred and bittemefs, 
outrageoufly Ibught to uphold lordihip, and command as 
it were a tyranny," Stay but a tittle, magnanimous bi- 
shops, fupprefs your afpiring thoughts, for there is np- 
thing wanting but ConAantine to reign, and then tyranny 
berfelf fliall give up all her citadels into your hands, and 
count ye thenceforward her truftieft agents. Such were 
Ihefe that rtuft be called the ancienteA and moft virgia 
times between Chrift and Confiantine, Nor was this 
general contagion in their adlions, and not in their writ- 
ings : who is ignorant of the foul errours, the ridiculous 
wrefting of fcriplure, the herefies, the vanities thick 
fown through the volumes of Juftin Martyr, Clemens, 
Origen, Tertullian, and others of eldeft time ? Who 
would think him iit to write an apology for Chriftian 
faith to the Roman fenate, that would tell them " how 
of the angels," which he muft needs -mean thofe in Ge- 
nefis called the foijsof GJod, " mixing with women were 
begotten the devils," as good Juftin Maityr in his Apo- 
logy told them ? But more indignation would it move to 
any Chriftian that (hall read Tertullian, terming St. Paul 
a novice, and raw in grace, for reproving St. Peter at 
Antioch, worthy to be blamed if we believe the epiftle to 
the Galatiane : perhaps from this hint the blafphemous 
Jefuits presumed in Italy to give their judgment of St, 
Paul, as of a hotheaded perfon, as Sandys in his relations 
tells us. 

Now befides all this, who knows not how many fuper- 
fiitious works are ingrafted into the legitimate writings 
of the fethers ? And of thofe books that pafs for authen- 
tic, who knows what hath been tampered withal, what 
hath been razed out, what bath been inferted ? Befides 
the late legerdemain of the papifts, that which Sulpitius 
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writes concerning Origen*s books, gives us c^ufe vehe- 
iDwitly to fufpeiSt, there hath been packing of old. In the 
third chap, of his I ft Dialogue we may read what wrang- 
ling the bifhops and monks had about the reading or not 
reading o£ Origen ; fonie objetS^ing that he was corrupted 
by heretics, others anfwering that all fuch books had 
beenfo dealt with. How then ftiall I truft thcfe times 
to lead me, that teftify fo ill of leading themfelves? Cer- 
tainty of their defciHiS their own witnefs may be beft re- 
ceived, but of the rcifiitude and fincerity of their life and 
doclrinc, to judge rightly, we muft judge by that which 
was to be their rule. 

Bat it will be objctflcd, that this was an unfettled frate of 
the church . wanting the temporal magiftrate to fupprefs the 
licence of faJfe brethren, and the extravagancy of ftill new 
opinions; a time not imitable for church<govemment> 
where the temporal and fpiritual power did not clofe in 
ooe belief, as under Conftantine. I am ncrt of opinion 
to think the church a vine in this refpe<ft, bccaufe, asthey 
take it, ihe cannot fubfitl without clafping about the elm 
of worldly ftrength and felicity, as if the heavenly city 
could not fupport itfclf without the props and buttrefles 
of fecular authority. They extol Conflaotinc bccaufe he 
extolled them ; as our homebred monks in their hiftories 
blanch the kings their benefaflors, and brand thofe that 
went about to be their correctors. If he had curbed the 
growing pride, avarice, and luxury of the clergy, then 
every page of his ftory ihould have fwelled with his 
&utts, and that which Zozimus the heathen wri tes of him. 
ftiould have come in to boot : we ihould have heard then 
in every declamation how he flew his nephew Commodus, 
a worthy man, his noble and eldefi fon Crifpus, his wife 
Faujihi, belides numbers of his friends; then his cruel ex- 
ajJiions, his unfoundnefs in religion, favouring the Arians 
that had been condemned in a council, of which himfclf 
lat as it were prelident ; his hard meafure and banifli- 
mentof the laithful and invincible Athan^lius ; his living 
onbaptized almoft to his dying day ; thefe blurs are too 
i^ptrent in hife life. But iince he muft needs be the load- 
vas of retormatian, as fome men clatter, it will be good 
to Ice further his k%9Wiedge of religion what it was, and 
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by that we may Ijlcewifc gucfs at the fincerity of his tinie* 
in thofe that were not heretical, it being likely that he 
would converfc with the famoufeft prelates (for fo he had 
made them) that were to be found for learning. 

Of his Arianifm we heard, and for the reft, a pretty 
fcantling of his knowledge may be taken by his deferring 
to be baptized fo many years, a thing not ufual, and re- 
pugnant to thetenouroffcripture ; Philip knowing nothing 
that Ihould hinder the^unuch to be baptized after pro- 
feffion of his belief.' Next, by the excefiive devotion, that 
I may not fay fuperftition, both of him and his mother 
Helena, to find out the crofs on which Chrift fuffered, 
that had long lain under the rubbifli of old ruins; (a 
thing which the difciples and kindred of our Saviour 
might with more eafe have done, if they had thought it 
a, pious duty;) Ibnie of the nails whereof he put into his 
helmet, to bear off blows in battle, others he fattened 
among the ftuds of his bridle, to fulfil (as he thought, or 
his court biftiops perfuadcd him) the prophecy of Zecha- 
riah ; " And it fliall be that which Js in the bridle Ihall 
be lioly to the liOrd." Part of the crofs, in which he 
thought fuch virtue to refide, as would prove a kind of 
Palladium to fave the city wherever it remained, he cauf- 
ed to be laid up in a pillar of porphyry by his ftatue. 
How he or his teachers could trifle tnus with half an eye 
open upon St. Paul's principles, I know not how to 
imagine. 

How fiiould then the dim taper of this emperor's age, 
that had fuch need of fnuffing, extend any beam to our 
time,5, wherewith we might hope to be better lighted, than 
by thofe luminaries that God hath fet up to fhine to us far 
nearer hand. And what reformation he wrought for his 
own time, it will not be amifs to confider ; he appointed 
certain times for fafts and feafts, built (lately churches, 
gave large immunities to the clergy, great riches and pro-, 
motions to bifhops, gave and miniftered occafion to bring 
ifl a deluge of ceremonies, thereby either to draw in the 
heathen by a reicrablance of their rites, or to fet a glofs 
upon the limplicity and plainnefs of chrifliianity; which), 
to tlie gorgeous folemnities of p^mrm, and the fenfe of 
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the world's children, fefined but ahomely and yeomanly 
religion ; for the beauty of inward fandity was not within 
their profpeift. 

So that in this manner the prelates, both then and ever 
fince, coming irom a mean and plebeian life on a fudden 
to be lords of ftately palaces, rich furniture, delicious fare, 
and princely attendance, thonght the plain and home' 
fpun verity of Chrift's gofpel unfit any longer to hold 
their lordfliips' acquaintance, unlefs the poor threadbare * 
matron were put into better clothes: her chaftc and mo- 
deft vail, furrounded with celefiiat beams, they overlaid 
with wanton treffes, and in a flaring tire befpecklcd her 
with all the gaudy alluiements of a whore. , • 

Thug flourilhed the church with Conflantine's wealth, 
and thereafter were the effefls that followed ; his fon Con- 
ftantius proved a flat Arian, and his nephewjulian an apof- 
tate, and there his race ended : the church that before by 
infenfible degrees wclked and impaired, now with large 
fteps went down hill decaying ; at this time Antichrift be- 
gan firft to put forth his horn, and that faying was common, 
that former times had wooden chalices and golden priefts ; 
but they, golden chalices and wooden priefts. ''Formerly," 
faith Sulpitius, " martyrdora'hy glorious death was fought 
more greedily than now bifhoprics by vile ambition arc 
hunted after," fpeaking of thefe times : and in another 
place, " they gape after pofleflions, they tend lands and 
lirings, they cower over iheir gold, they buy and fell : and 
if there be any that neither poflefs nor traffic, that which ia 
worfe, they lit ftill, and cxpe6l gifts, and prolUlute every 
endowment of grace, cvsry holy thing, to fale." And in 
theendofhis hiftory ihus he concludes : " All things went 
to wrack by the faction, wilfulnefs, and avarice of the 
bilbops; and by this means God's people, andevery good 
itian, was had in fcorn and derifion ;" which St. Martin 
found truly to be fa id by his friend Sulpitius; for, being 
held in admiration pf ail men, he had only the bilhops 
his enemies, found God lefs favourable to him after he 
was bifhop than before, and for his laft fixteen years 
wouhi come at no bilhop's meeting. Thus you fee, fir, 
what Conflantine's doings in the church brought forth, 
either in his owb or jn his fon's reign. 

Now, left it fliould be thought that fomething elfe 
C 3 might 
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migllt* ail this author thus to hamper the bifhops of thoft 
days, I will bring you the opinion of three the famoufert 
men for wit and learning that Italy at this day glories of, 
xvhereby it may be concluded for a received opinion, even 
Among riien profeffing the Romifti faith, that Conftantinc 
inaTred all in the church. Dante, in his igth Canto of 
Inferno, hath thus, as I will render it you in Englifti blanle 
vcrfc : 

Ah Condantinel of bow much til wascanfe 
Not th7 converfibn, but thofe rich domains ' 
That the firft wealthy pope recdv'd of thcc! 

So, in his 20tli Canto of Paradife, he makes the like 
complaint, and Petrarch feconds him in the fame mind 
in his 108th fonnet, which is wiped out by the inquifitor 
in fome editions; fpeating of the Roman Anticiiriil as 
merely bred up by Conftantine. 

Founded in cha'fte and humble poverty, 
'Gaioft Ihcm that rats'd thee doft thou lift thy horn, 
Irapitdent- whore, where hafi thou plac'd thy bopei 
In thy adjilterers, or thy ill-got wcalihf 
Another Coollantine conies not in ha&c. 

Arioflo of Ferrara, after both thefe in time, but et^ual 
in fame, following the fcope of his poem in a difficult 
knot how to refl;ore_Or!ando his chief hero to his loft 
fenfes, brings Aftolfo the Englilh knight up into the 
moon, where St. John, as he feigns, met him. Cant. 34. 

And to be ihort, at \a& his guide him brings 
Into a goodly valley, where he fees 
A mighty raafs of things ftrangely confus'd. 
Things that on earth were \o&, or were abus'd. 

And amongil thefe fo abufed things, liften what he 
jnet withal, under the conduit of the Evangelill. 

Then pafs'd he to a flowery moantain green^ 
Which once fmelt fwcct, now ftinks as odioufly : 
This was that gift (if you the truth will have] 
That Conftantine to good Sylvefiro gave. 

And this was a truth well known in England before 
this poet wasbomjoa our Chaucer's Ploughman ihall tell 

you 
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youby and by upon another occafion. By all thefe cir- 
cuniftances laid together, I do not fee how it can be' dif- 
pated what good this emperor Conftantine wrought to 
the church, but rathei- whether ever any, though perhaps 
not wittingly, fet open a door to more mifchief in Chrif- 
(cndom. There is juft caufe therefore, that when the 
prelates cry oat, Let the church be reformed according to 
Conftantine, it fhould found to a judicious ear no other* 
wife, than if they fhould fay, Make us rich, niake us lofty,- 
make us lawlefs ; for if any under him were not fo, thanks 
to thofc ancient remains of integrity, which were not yet 
quite worn out, and not to his government. 
■ Thus finally it appears, that thofe purer times were not 
fuch as they are cried up, and not to be followed with- 
oqt fufpicion, doubt, and danger. The laft point where- 
in the. antiquary is to be dealt with at his own weapon, 
is, to make it manifeft that the ancienteft and bed of the 
fathers have difclaimed all fufficiency in themfelves that 
pien fhould rely on, and fent all comers to the fcriptures, 
as allfufficient : that this is true, will not be unduly ga- 
thered, by fliDwing what efteem they had of antiquity 
themfelves, and- what validity they thought in it to prove 
doflrine or difcipline. I muft of neceflity begin from 
the fecond rauk 'of fathers, becaule till then antiquity 
could have no plea. Cyprian in his d3d Epiftle: "If 
any," faith he, " of our anceftors, either ignorantly, or 
out of fimplicily, hath not dbferved that which the IJord 
taught us by his example," fpeaking of the Lord's fup- 
per, " his fimpHcity God may pardon of his mercy ; but 
we qannot beexcufed for following him, being inftrin5ted 
by the Lord." And have not we the fame inftru6tions ; 
and will not this holy man, with all the whole confiftory 
of faints and martyrs that lived, of old, rife up' and Hop 
our mouths in judgment, when we fhall go about to fii- 
thcrour errours and opinions upon their authority ? In the 
73d Iipift, he adds, '' In vain do they oppofe cuftoin to 
us, if they be overcome by reafon ; as if cuftom were 
greater than truth, or that in fpiritual things that were 
not lo be followed, which is revealed for the better-by 
the Holy- Gboft." In the 74th, " Neither ought cuftom to 
C 3 hinder 



12 Of Reformatim in England. 

hindCT that truth fhould not prevail ; for cufiom withcnit 

truth is but agcdnefs of crrour." 

Next La6tantius, he that was preferred to have the 
bringing up of Conflantine's children, in his fecond book 
of Inftitutions, chap. 7 and 8, difputes againft the vain 
truft in antiquity, as being the chiefeft argument of the 
Heathen againft ihe Chriftians : " They do not confider," 
iailh he, " what religion is, but they are confident 
it is trae, becaufe the ancients delivered it; they 
count it a Irefpafs to examine it." And in the eighth : 
« Not_becaufe they went before us in time, therefore in 
wifdom ; which being given alike to all ages, cannot be 
prepoflefled by the ancients : wherefore, feeing that to feet 
the truth is inbred to all, they bereave themfelves of wif- 
dom, the gift of God, who without judgment follow the 
ancients, and arc led by othera like brute beafts." St. 
Auftin writes to Fortunatian, Ihat " he counts it lawful, 
in the books of whomfoever, to reject that which he finds 
ptherwife than true ; and fo he would have others deal by 
him." He neither accounted, as it feems, thofe fathers 
that went before, nor himfelf, nor others of his rank, for 
men of more than ordinary fpirit, that might equally de- 

■ iCeive, and be deceived : and ofttimes felting our fervile 
humours afide, yea, God fo ordering, we may find truth 
■with one man, as foon as in a council, as Cyprian agrees, 
71ft Epift. " Many things," faith he, " are betterrevealed 
to fingle perfons." At Nicxa, in llie firft and beft-re- 
puted council of all the world, there had gone out a 
canon to divorce married priefts, had not one old man, 
Paphnutius, ftood up, and reafoned againft it. 

Now remains it to fhow clearly that the fathers refer all 
ciecifion of controverfy to the fcriptures, as allfufficient to 
direi^t, to refolve, and to determine, Ignatius, takinghis laft 
leave of the Afian churches, as he went to martyrdom, ex- 

■ horted them to adhere clofe to the written doftrine of the 
apoflles, neceffarily written for pofterity : fo far was he from 
unwritten traditions, as may be read in the 36th chap, of 
Bufebius, 3 b. In the 74th Epift. of Cyprian againft Ste- 
fan, bilhop of Rome, impofing upon him a tradition t 
^Whence, ' quoth he, " is ihis tradition ? I^ it fetched from, 
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the authority of Ghrift in the gofpel, or of the apofiles i** 
their q>ift]es ? for God teftifies that fhti'i; things are to b^ 
done which arc written." And then thus, " What obfti- 
nacy, what prefumption is this, to prefer human tradition 
before divine ordinance V And in the lame epift. if we 
ihall return to the head, and beginning of divine tradi- 
tion, (which we all know he means the Bible) human 
crrour ceafcs ; and the reafon of heavenly myfleries un- 
folded, whatfoever was obfcure becomes clear." And in 
the 14th diftinft, of the fame epift. directly againft our 
modern fantafies of a Hill vifible church, he teaches, 
" that fucceffion of truth may fail ; to renew which, we 
muft have recourfe to the fountains ;" ufing this excel- 
lent fimilitude, " if a channel, or conduitpipe which i^ 
brought in water plentifully tjefore, fuddenly fail, do we 
not go to the fountain to know the caufe, wheth^ the 
fpring aiFords notrore, or whethef the veil) ^ ftopped^. or;* " • 
turned afide in the midcourfc ? Thus'oughfwe (d'do, > 
keeping God's precepts, that if in aught the truth fhall 
be changed, wc may repair to the gofpel and to thq. 
apoftles, that thence may arifi^ the reafun of our doings, 
from whence our order and beginning arofe," In the 7&Lh 
he inveighs bitterly againft pope Stephanus, " for that he ' 
could boaft his fucceffion from Peter, and yet foift in tra- 
ditions that were not apoftolical." And in his book of:, 
the unity of the church, he compares thofe that, negledl- 
ing God's word, follow the doctrines of men, to Corah, 
Dathan, and Abirani. The very firft page of Athanafiua 
againft the gentiles, avers the icriptures to be fufficient of 
tfiemfelves for the declaration of truth; and that if his 
friend Macarlus read other religious writers, it was but 
iJiiXojutAo,- come un vertuofo, (as the Italians fay,) as a lover 
of elegance: and in his fecond tome, the 39th page, after 
be hath reckoned up the canonical books, " in tlicfc onlyj" 
fahh he, " is the dot5trine of godlinefs taught ; let no man 
add to thefe, or take from thefe." And in his Synoplis, 
having again fet down all the writers of the Old and Ne«.v 
Teftanient, " thefe," faith he, " be the anchors and props 
of our failh." Befides thefe, millions of other books have 
been written by great pnd wife men according to rule, 
and agreement witU thefe, of which I will not now fpeak, 
C4 " , Cnnol.as 
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as being of infinite number, and mere depoidance on the 
canonical books. Bafii, in his 2d tome, writing of true 
■faith, teils his auditors, he is bound to teach them that 
•which he hath learned out of the Bible; and in the feme 
Ireatife he fnith, " that feeing the commandmentG of the 
Lord are faithfal, and fure for ever, it is a plain -falling 
Bfrom the faith, and a high pride, cither to make void any 
thing therein, or to introduce any thing not there to be 
•found :" and he gives the reafon, " for Chrift faith, My 
Iheep hear my voice^ they wilt not follow another, birt 
fly from him, becaufe they know not his voice." But 
not to be endlefs in quotations, it may chance to be ob- 
jeAed, that there be many opinions in the fathers which 
have no ground in fcripture; fo much the lefs,may I fay, 
ihould we follow them, for their own werds Ihall con- 
demn them, and acquit us that lean not on them j other- 
"wife ihcfe their words will acquit them, and condemn us. 
But it will be replied, the fcripturcs are difficult to be un- 
derftood, and therefore require the explanation of the fa- 
thers. It is true, there be fome books, and efpecially fotnc 
places in thofe books, that remain clouded ; yet ever that 
which is moft necefiary to be known is moft eafy ; and 
that which is moft difficult, fo far expounds itfelf ever, 
as to tell U6 how little it imports our laving knowledge. 
Hence, to infer a general obfcurity over all the text, is a 
mere fugpeftion of the devil to diffoade men from reading 
it, and cafts an afperiion of difhohour both upon the 
mercy, truth, and wlfdom of God. We count it no 
gentlenefs, or fair dealing in a man of power amongftuB, 
to require ftrid and punctual obedience, and yet give out 
all his commands ambiguous and obfcure, we fliouH 
think he had a plot upon us ; certainly fuch commands 
were no commands, but fnares. The very eflence of 
truth is plainnefs and brightnefs, the darknefs and 
crookednefs is our own. The wifdom of God created 
isnderftanding, fit and proportionable to truth, the objefl: 
and end of it, as the eye to the thing vifible. If our un- 
derftanding have a film of ignorance over it, or be blear 
with gazing on other falfe glifterings, what is that to 
truth ? If we will but purge with fovereign eyefalve that 
inteUedlud ray which God bath planted in usj then we 
t would 



r 



X)f' Reformation in En^katd -AS 

would believe ihefcripturcs protefting their own plaioftefc 
and peefpicuity, calling to them to be inftrutSed, not omljr 
the wife and learoed, but the fimple, the pofM", the babe^ 
ibret^lling an extraordinary effulion of God's fplrit upon 
■every age and fex, attributing to all men, and requiring 
irotn them -the ability of fearching, trying, examining aU 
•thiqgSj and by the fpirit difceming that which is good,-; 
and as the faiptures themfelves pronounce their owtl 
plainnefs, fo do the fathers leflify of them. 

I will not run into a paroxyfm of citations again in this 
point, only inftance Athanafms in bis forementioncd firft 
p«ge : " The knowledge of truth," faith he, " wants w> 
iumanloFC, as being evident in itfelf, and by the preaching 
of Chfift now opens brighter than the fun." If tbefc 
de(?lor8, who had fcarce half the light that we enjoy, who 
all, except two or three, were ignorant of the Hebrew 
tengue, and many of the Greek, blundering upon lim 
dangerous and fufpediful tranflations oi the apoftate 
Aquila, the heretical Theodotion, the judaized Symona- 
ohus, the erroneous Origen ; if thefe could yet find tbe 
Bible fo cafy, why (hould we doubt,, that have all tlw 
helps of learning, and faithful induftry that man in thU 
life can look for, and the affifiance of God as near now 
to ns as ever ? But let the fcriptures be hard ; are they 
more hard, more crabbed, more abflrufS than the fathers? 
He that cannot underftand the fober, plain, and unaffefl- 
ed ftyle of the fcriptures.will be ten times more puzzled 
with the knotty Africanifms, the pampered metaphors, 
tbe intricate and involved fentencea of the fathers, be- 
£de9 the -fentaftic and declamatory flaflics, the crofs- 
jmgling periods which cannot but difturb, and come 
thwart a fettled devotion, worfe than the din of bellsand 
ratdes. 

Now, fir, for the love of holy-Reformation, what can be 
laid moreagainft thefe importunate clients of antiquity than 
flie herfelf their patronefs hath faid ? Whether, thinkye, 
would Ihc approve fiill to doat upon immeafurable, innu- 
nierable,and therefore unneceflary and unmerciful volumes^ 
choofing ratherto err with the fpccious name of tbe fatherej 
or to take a found truth at the hand of a plain upright man, 
that all his days hath been diligently reading the holy 
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icriptures, and thereto imploring God's gract, while the 
admirere of antiquity have bfen beating their brains 
•aboat their ambones, their dyptichs, and meniaias? 
Now, he that cannot tell of ftations and indiftions, nor 
has wafted his precious hours in the endlefs conferring of 
'Councils and conclaves that dcmolilh one another, (al- 
though I know many of thofe that pretend to be great 
Tabbies in thefc fludics, have fcarce fainted them from 
the firings, and the titlcpage ; or to give them more, have 
been but the ferrets and moufehunts of an index :) j'ct 
what pafior or minifter, how learned, religious, or dif- 
. Crete foever, docs not now bring both his cheeks full 
blown with cecumenicat and fynodical, thai! be counted 
a lank, Ihallow, infulBcient man, yea a dunce, and not 
worthy to fpealc about reformation of church-difcipline. 
But I truft they for whom God hath referved the honour 
rof reforming this church, will eafily perceive their adver- 
: fanes' drift in thus calling for antiquity: they fear the 
plain field of the fcriptures ; the chafe is too hot; they 
^ieek the dark, the bufhy, the tangled foreft, they would 
imbofk : they feel ihemfelves ftrook in the tranfparcnt 
.'iBreams of divine truth ; they would plunge, and tumble, 
■.and think to lie Hid in the foul weeds and muddy waters, 
■ where no plummet can reach the bottom. But let them 
'beat.themfelves like whales, and fpend their oil till they 
be dragged aftiorc : though wherefore (hould the minif- 
ters give ihera fo much Hnefor Ihifts and delays ? where- 
fore Ihould ihey not urge only the gofpel,and hold it ever 
in their faces like a mirror of diamond, till it dazzle and 
- pierce their mifty eyeballs ? maintaining it the honour of 
its abfolule fufficiency and fupremacy inviolable: for if 
. the fcripiure be for reformation, and antiquity to boot, 
it is but an advantage to the dozen, it is no winning call : 
and though antiquity be againft it, while the fcriptures be 
for it, the caufe is as good as ought to be wiftied, anti- 
.quity itfelf fitting judge. 

But to draw to an end j the fecond fort of thofe that may 
.-bejuftly numbered among thehindercrs of reformation, are 
, libertines ; thefe fuggeft that the difcipHne fought would 
. be intolerable : for one bifhop now in a diocefe, we 
iliould then have a pope in cveiy parifli. It will not be 
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reqmfite to anfwer thefe men, bat only to difcover than ; 
for reafon they have none, but luft and licentioufnefs, and 
therefore anfwer can have none. It is not any difcipline 
that they could live under, it ia the corruption and reraiff- 
nels of difcipline that they feek. Epifcopacy daly exe- 
cuted, yea, the turkiih and jewifti rigour againft whor- 
ing and drinking ; the dear and tender difcipline of a 
father, the fociable and loving reproof of a brother, the 
bofom admonition of a friend, is a preibytery, and a con- 
£flory to them. It is only the merry friar in Chauocr 
am difple * them. 

Full fwKtljr heard he confeffion. 
And pleafant was bis sbfolution. 
He was bd eafj mxa to give penaace. 

And fo I leave them ; and refer the political dHcoorle 
of epifcopacy to a lecond book. 

• A contrafiioa ef difdptc^ 
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THE SECOND BOOK. 



fr -is a .wo^tK good «ntl prudept to ,be able to gpidc one 
man; of larger extended virtijetoorder well one hoqfe: 
but to govern a nation pioufly and juftly,- which only 
is to fay happily, is for a fpirit of the greateft fize, and 
divineft mettle, ^d certainly, of no lefs a mind, DOt-ol 
Iqfe excellence in another way, were they who by writing 
laid the folid and true foundations of this fciencc, whii^ 
being of greateft importance to the life of man, yet then 
is no art that hath been more cankered in her principles, 
more foiled, and flubbered with aphorifraing pedantrr, 
than the art of policy; and that moA, where a man 
would think Ihould jeaft be, in chriilian commonwealtbs. 
They teach not, that to govern well, is to train up a na- 
tion in true wifdom and virtue, and that which fprings 
from thence, magnanimity (take heed of that), and ttut 
which is our beginning, regeneration, and h^ppiell end, 
likencfs to God, which in one word we call godlinels; 
and that this is the true ilourilhing of a land, other tfaii^s 
follow as the Ihadow does the fubftance ; to teach thus 
were mere pulpitry to tliem. This is the mafterpiece of 
a modern politician, how to qualify and mould the fuf- 
ferancc and fubjeiflion of the people to the length of that 
foot that is to tread on their necks; how rapine may 
ferve itfelf with the fair and honourable pretences of 
public good ; how the puny law may be brought under 
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the wandihip and contfol of laft atid will : in wliicH 
attempt if tiey faH fliort, then ftiiift a fuperficiil oedoliF 
of reputation by all meanSi d'lrcdi or indire^, be gotfea 
to «{(fti oVei* the unfigfitly bVuife of hotifftit. To iaakit 
men governable in this itiaAn«-, their ptetipts itoHnty 
tend to break a national fpirit aijd courage, by counted 
nancing open riot, luxury, and ignorance, till hiving ffeus 
dieffgOTed and made men beneath men, as Juno in the 
&ble of lo, they deliver up the poor transformed heifer 
of the commonweahh to be ftung and vexed with the 
brtefe and goad of oppreffion, under the cuftody of fome 
Atgus with a hundred eyes of jealouf)'. To be plainer^ 
fir, how to fodder, how to ftop a leak, how to keep up 
the floating carcafe of a crazy and difcafcd monarchy or 
flate, betwixt wind and water, fwJmming ftill upon hec 
own dead lees, that now is the deep defign of a politi- 
cian. Alas, fir! a commonwealth ought to be but as 
one huge chriftian perfonage, one mighty growth and 
ftature of an hoheft man, as big and compaft in virtue as 
in body! for look what the grounds and eaufes arc of 
fingle happinefs to one man, tlie fame ye fhall find th«a 
to a whole ftate, as Ariftotlc, both ih his Ethics and Po^ 
litics, from the principles of reafon lays down : by confe-* 
quence, therefore, that which is good and agreeable t6 
monarchy, will appear fooneft to be fo, by leing good 
and agreeable to the true welfare of every Chriftian j and 
that which can be juftly proved hurtfnl and offenfive to 
every true Chriftian, will be evinced to be alike hurtful 
to monarchy : for God forbid that we ftould feparate and 
diftinguifh the end and good of a monarch, from the end 
and good of the monarchy, or of that, from Chriftianity. 
How then this third and laft Ibrt that hinder reformation, 
will juftify that it ftands not with reaft«i of ftatc, I much 
mofe ; for certain I am, the Bible is fliut againft them, 
as certain that neither Plato nor Ariftotle is for their 
turns. What they cap bring us now from the fchools of 
Loyola with his Jefuite, or their Malvezzi, that can cut 
Tacitus into ilivers and fleaks, we ihaU prefently bear. 
They aHtge, 1. That the church-government muft be 
conformable to the civil polity ; next, that no form of 
diurch-govcmnient is agiccable to monarchy, but that 
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of biihops. MuA chuich-goTernment that U'a'ppoint^ 
in the gofpel, and has chjcf refpedl to the foul, be con- 
formable and pliant to civil, that is arbitrary, and chiefly 
converfant about the vifible and external part of man ? 
This is the very maxim that moulded the calves of Bethel 
^nd of Dan ; this was the quinteflence Of Jeroboam's po- 
licy, he made religion conform to his politic interefts ; 
and this was the fin that watched over the Ifraelites till 
their final captivity. If this ftate principle come firora 
the prelates, as they affed to be counted ftalifts, let them 
look back to Eleutherius bilhop of Rome> and fee what 
Jie thought of the policy of England i being required by 
XuciuSj tjie firft Chriftian king of this ifland, to give his 
counfel for the founding of religious laws, little thought 
he of this fage caution, but bids lilm betake himi'elf to 
the Old and New Teftament, and receive diredtlon from 
them how to adminifter both charch and commonwealthj 
that he was God's vicar, and therefore to rule by God's 
laws; that the edidis of Casfar we may at all times dif- 
allow, but the ftatutes of God for no reafon we may 
iejc£t. Now certain, if church-government be taught in 
the gofpel, as the bifhops dare not deny^ we may well 
conclude of what late ftanding this ppfition is, newly 
calculated for the altitude of bilhop-«lcvalion, and lettuce 
for their lips. But by what example can they fliow, that 
the form of church-difcipline muft be minted and mo- 
delled out to fecular pretences ?. The ancient republic 
of the Jews is evident to have run through all the changes 
of civil eftate, if we furvcy the ftory from the giving of 
the law to the Herods; yet did one manner of prieftly 
government ferve without inconvenience to ail thel'e tem- 
poral mutations; it ferved the mild ariftocracy of elec- 
tive dukes, and heads of tribes joined with them ; the 
difSatorfliip of the judges, the cafy or hardhanded mo- 
narchies, the domeftic or foreign tyrannies : laftly, the 
' Koman fenate from without, the Jewilli fenate at hoiii^ 
with the Galilean tetrarch ; yet the Levites had fonil 
right to deal in civil affairs : but feeing the evangelical 
-precept forbids churchmen to intermeddle with worldly 
employments, .what interweavings or intcrworkings can 
knit the miailler and the magiftrate in their fereral fuoc- 

tionS) 



r 



Of R^rmat'ton in England, SI 

tkios, to the regard of any precifc correfpondency ? Sec- . 
ing that the churchman's office is only to teach men the 
Chriftian faitlj, to exhort all, to encourage the good, to 
admonifli the bad, privately the lefa offender, publicly 
the fcandalous andftubborn; to cenfure and feparate, 
from the corainunion of ChriA's flock, the contagious 
and incoixigibie, to receive with joy and fatherly com- 
panion the penitent: all this muft be done, and more 
than this is beyond any church-authority. What is all 
this either here or there, to the temporal regiment of 
weal public, whether it be popular, princely, or mo- 
narchical ? Where doth it entrench upon the temporal 
governor ? where does it come in his walk. ? where doth 
it make inroad upon his jurildi6lion ? Indeed if the 
rainifler's part be rightly diicharged, it renders him the 
people more confcionable, quiet, and eafy to be governed; 
ifotherwife, his life and doiSirine will declare him. I^ 
diercfore, the conftitution of the church be already fet 
down by divine prefcript, as all fides confefs, then can 
fte not be a handmaid to wait on civil commodities 
Mid refpedts ; and if the nature and limits ofchurcU-dif- 
Q^line be fuch, as are either helpful to all political efiates 
indifferently, or have no particular relation to any, then 
is there no neceffity, nor indeed poflibility, of linking the 
one with the other in a fpecia! conformation. 

Now for their fecond conclufion, " That no form of' 
church-government is agreeable to monarchy, but that 
of bifhops," although it fall to pieces of itfelf by that 
which hath been faid ; yet to give them play, front and 
rear, it fhall be my talk to prove that epifcopacy, with 
that authority whicti it challenges in England, is not only 
not agreeable, but tending to the deltrutflion of mo- 
narchy. While the primitive paftors of the church of 
God laboured faithfully in their miniilry, tending only 
their fheep^ and not feeking, but avoiding all worldly 
Blatters as clogs, and indeed derogations and debafemenU 
to their high calling ; little needed the princes and po- 
tentates of the earth, which way focver the gofpel was 
^rcad, to ftudy ways how to make a coherence between 
the church's polity and theirs: therefore, when Pilate 
beard once our Saviour Chriil profcflirjg that " his king-. 
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Asm was. not of this world," he thought the mati coxdd 
iwt iland much in Cseiar's light, nor much endamage the 
Boman empire ; for if the life of Chriil be hid to this 
'tf'orld^ much more is his Iceptre unoperative, but in fpi- 
litual things. And thus lived, for two or three ages, the 
focceflbre of the apoftles. But when, through CoHiian- 
"tine's lavifti fuperftition, they forfook their firft love, and 
, fet themfelves up two gods inftead, Mammon and their 
Belly ; then taking advantage of the fpiritual power 
which they had on men's confciences, they began to* caft 
a longing eye- lo get the body alfo, and bodily things 
into their command : upon which their carnal defires, the 
fpirit daily quenching and dyine in them, knew no way 
to keep themfelves up from falling to nothing, but by 
bolfterii>g and fupporting their inward rottennefs by a 
carnal and outward ftrength. For a while they rather 
privily fought opportunity, than haftily difclofed their 
project ; but when Conftantine was dead, and three or 
four emperors more, their drift became .notorious and 
«^nfive to theAvhole world ; for while Theodolius the 
younger reigned, thus writes Socrates the hiftorian, in 
bis 7th book, chap. 11. " Now began an ill name ta 
flick upon the biihops of Rome and Alexandria, who be- 
yond their prieftly bounds now long ago had ftepped into 
principality ;" and this was fcarce eighty years iince their 
/ailing from the mcaneil worldly condition. Of courtefy 
now let Huy man tell me, if they draw to themfelves i 
temporal ftrength and power out of Csefar's dominion, is 
not Csefar's empire thereby diminiflied E But this viS 
ft ftolen bit, hitherto he was but a caterpUlar fecrcdy 
g'navjjJBg at monarchy ; the next time you ihall fee him a 
wolf, a lion, lifting his paw againft his raifer, as Petrarch 
esprefled it, and finally an open enemy and fubverter of 
the Gi'eek empire. Philippicus and Ixo, with divers 
other emperors, after them, not without the adnce of 
their patriarchs, and at length of a whole eaftern council 
of three hundred and thirty-eight bilhops, threw the 
iteages out of churches as being decreed idolatrous. 

Upon this goodly occafion, the bifhop of Kome not 
only leizes the city, and all the territory about, into his 
own hands, and makes himielf lord -thereof^ which till 
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then wa« governed by a Greek magiflrate, byt abfoivea 
all Italy of their tribute and obedience due to the empe- 
ror, becaute he obeyed God's commandment in abolifh- 
bg idolatry. 

Mark, fir, here, how the pope came by St. Peter's pa-' 
trimony, as he feigns it ; not the donation of Conftantine, 
bat idolatry and rebelKon got it him. Ye need but read 
Sigonius, one of his own fcdt, to know the ftory at large. 
And now to ihroud himfclf againft a ftorm from the 
Greek continent, and provide a champion to bear him 
out in thefe pradlices, he takes upon him by papal fen- 
tence to unthrone Chilpericus the rightful king of 
France, and gives the kingdom to Pepin, for no other 
caufe, but that he fetmcd to him the more a6tive man.- 
If he were a friend herein to monarchy, I know not; but 
to the monarch I need not alk what he was. 

Having thus made Pepin his faft friend, he calls him 
into Italy againft Aiftulphus the Lombard, that warred 
upon him for his late ufurpation of Rome, as belonging 
to Ravenna which he had newly won. Pepin, not un- 
obedient to the pope's call, paffing into Italy, frees him 
out of danger, and wins for him the whole exarchate of 
Havenna; which though it had befen almoll: immediately 
before the hereditary pofleflion of that monarchy, which , 
was his chief patron and benefactor, yet he takes and 
keeps it to himfelf as lawful prize, and given to St. Peter. 
What a dangerous fallacy is this, when a fpirilual man 
way ftiatch to himfelf any temporal dignity or dominion, 
under pretence of receiving it for the churcli's ufe ? 
Thus he claims Naples, Sicily, England, and what not ? 
To be fliort, under fhow of his zeal againft the errours of 
the Greek church, he never ceaied baiting and goring 
the fucceflbrs of his befl lord Conftantine, what by Iik ■ 
barking curies and excommunications, what by his hin- 
dering the wcft:ern princes from aiding them againft the 
Sarazens and Turks, unlefs when they humoured him ; 
fo that it may be truly affirmed, he was the fubverlioa 
and fall of that monarchy, which was the hoifting of 
him. This, belides Petrarch, whom 1 have cited, our 
Chaucer alfo hath obferved, and gives from hence a cau- 
tion to England, to beware of her bifliops in time, for 
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that their,, ends ^nd. vms ape op, inore friendly to 

monarcl^VliiM* the pope'a ," 

Tl^s- hp logins in tln^ Ploughipsn fpoakiiig, Fartil 

■ Shuw..'.aa. .-" : '■ - ■ ■.■'.' 

, fHiirrmpflnii- i^Vbcpopc foibetiiiie 
, t,-- ' • .-'^ bigh.'l(^ddl)ip.t)in)^ about, , 

■, ^,. „ . X&at,ai,Iaft, (be filly kime, 

The prOiid pofw put him out j 
... .,-.-. , . -50 'of (hit reiim is rio doubt, 
"; '.Btttlortb beware and them defcndj 

..:. '., -foe now tticle folks be winders Vtaat, . 

The king and lords now tbU amcod> 

And in tte next Stanza, which begins the third part 
of the tale, he argues that they ought not to be lords. ; 

Mo&s law fiirbode it iho ' 

That priefls fliould ho lordthip welde, 
Chrift's gofpel biiideth alio 
That th^ fliould no lordlhip^ held : 
■ Ne Cbrifl's iipoHles were never fo bold 
No fuch lordlbips to hem embrace. 
But fmerco her Ibeep aitd keep hei fold. 

And fo forward. Whether the bifhops of England base 
deferved thiK to be feared by men fo wife as our Chaucer 
is eftecmed} and bow agreeable to our monarchy atid 
monarchs their demeanour has been, he that is but meanly 
read in our chronideR needs not be inftruiSted. Have 
they not been as the Canaanites, and Fhiliilinefi, to this 
kingdom? what treafbns, what revolts to the pope? 
what rebellions, and thofe the bafeft and moft pretence- 
le&, have they not been chief in ? What could mo- 
narchy think, when Becket durlichallepge the euftodyof 
Rochefler-c^itbe, and the Tower of London, as apper- 
taining to his li^ory ? To iomit his other iniblencies 
and a&onts to r*^ roajeliy, until the Jalhes inflifledon 
the aaointed body of .the king> waihcd off the holy 
un£Uon.^i4i hi^bloo4 d^wn by the polluted hands of 
bifhops, abbots, and motjks..^ ■ 

What, good upholders of r(^a% were 'the billu^ 
when by their rebelUous oppofition againft king John, 
Noroiandy- was ioD-i he himfelf depoli^, andth^ling- 
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Jom made over to the po{>e ^ When the-feMio|> of Win- 
chefter durft tell th^ nobles, ttie pHlara of the rcilm, that 
there were no peers in England,, as in France, but that 
tbeJungmight do wHat'hfe'pleaftd. 'What ebuM tyranny 
fay more? It would be pretty now, if I fhoalii' ihfift 
opon the renderingvupofTodraay, by Wootfey's treafon, 
the excommunications; fcurfi'Ogs, ifid' inteWiiJts upon the 
whole land; for haply ^'Ihall b^i 'Cutoff iliQii by a reply, 
that thefe were the faults of men and their popifh erroura^ 
not of epifcopaejry' that' hath' nowTehotinced the popfc, 
and is a proteftanL ■ Tes furt ; • as *ife' and femous men' 
have fufpc(9;cd and feared the proteftant epifcopacy in 
England, as thofc that have feared the papaL 

You k.now,fir, what was the judgment of I*adre Paolo,' 
the great Venetian antagonift of the pope, for it is extant 
in the hands of many men, whereby he declares his fear, 
that when the hierawdiy of England fhali light into the 
hands of bufy and audacious men, or ihall meet with 
princes tra(5lable to the piracy, then lonch mifchief \% 
like to enfue. And can it be nearer hand,, than when 
bifliops fliall- openly affirm that, no biftiop no king ? A 
trim paradox, and that ye may know where they have 
been a begging ftsr it, I will fetcK you the twin brother 
to it out of the Jefuits cell : they-fceling the axe of God's 
refomiation, hewing at the trid and hollow tPdtik. of-pa- 
pftey, and finding tne Spaniard their fureft A-iendi, and 
ftfeft refiige, to looth him up in his dream of a fifth 
rtonarchy, and withal' to uphold the decrepit papalty, 
hwe invented this fuperpolitic aphorifm," as One terms 
iti-ttne pope and one king. ■ 

■ Stirely there is not any prince in chriftendoffl, who, 
hebiog'thri rarefbphiftry, cati choofe but fmile; and if 
w<(4Jfe rijdt blind at home, ' we may as vreTl perceire that ■ 
tfiiswotthy thotto, no blfhop nc* king, is 'of the fame 
hatch, atld infentl;d but 6f the fame 'fears, a'm^i^agae- 
cakfc coagulated of a' ceitain fefer they mve^"^fittfagiTig 
their time -ta' be but 'fhdrt: and nbw ^i!:e ih6ft tfiatare 
finking, they catch round of^thirf-'*fiictejft''^fkf3ibft to 
hold then] tip j' and would perfniideTegAl pow*ri'-lliat if 
they diM, he inullf after. '''Btft ^hat ^rcaiei^debafemfeDt 
cfA there^e to royal tiignitf, whofe tQ-a-fliiflgMidA^' ■ 
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feft height refts upon the unmovaWc fbundationg of juf- 
tice, ,and herpjc virtu*, than to cdain it in a ^ependanca 
of fubfiftii^, pi' ruining, tq the- fainted battlements and 
gaudy rbttennefs .of freJah-y, which want bat one puff of 
the ting's to blow them down- like a palhiboard hoafij 
tuilt of Qonrt-catds ? Sir, the little ado which methinks 
I find in untacking thcfe pleafant fophifms, pats me into 
the mood to tell you a tale ere I procfecd furthdr j and 
!^lenenius Agrippa fpecd ns. 

Upon a time .the body fitmmooed all the members to 
meet in the'gUild for the common good, (as^^fop's chro- 
nicles aver many flranger acddenfs ;) the head by right 
takes the firft feat, and next to it a huge and monftroM 
wen little lefs than the head itfcif, growing tci it bj' a 
narrower excrefcency. The membeia, amazed, began tia 
^■flc one another what he waa that- took place next their 
chief? hone could refolve. Whereat the wen, thoQgh 
•unwieldy, with much ado gets up, and befpeaka the af* 
ferably to this purpofe : tliat as in place he was feowid 
to the head, fo by due of merit 3 that he was to it in 
ornattient, and ftrength, and of fpecial iiear relation ; and 
that if the head fhould fail, none were fitter thian himfelf 
to fiep into his place: therefore he thought it. for the 
honour of the body, that fuch dignities and rich endow- 
ments Ihould be decreed him, is did adorn, and frt oat 
the nobleft mwubers. To this was anfwered, that it 
ihould be confulted. Then was a wife and learned phi* 
lofopher fent fiar, that knew all the charters, laws, and 
tenures of the body. On him it is imptrfed by aH, ai 
chief committee to examine, and difculs theclaimiand 
-petition of right put in by the wen ; who foon perceiving 
the matter, and wondering at the boldntfe of fuch a fwolri 
. tumor. Wilt thou (qnoth he) that art but a bottle of 
vicious and hardened excrements, contend with the law- 
ful and ireeborn members^ whofe certain number is fet 
by ancient, and unrepealable ftatute? hedd thou art 
ncmc, though thou receive this huge fubftance from it: 
• what office Deareft thou ? what good canft thou fliow by 
thee done to the commonweal? The wen not rafily 
daftied, replies, that his office was his glory ; for (o oft 
u the foul would retire out of the head from over the 
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fcfMStng vapours of.ihe lo>wer, parts to divide OOTiteto- 
plation, with Jjim flaCi.foiwd tjiepufeil.and quifitfftra- 
treati as feeing moft/rqinpte from fojl apd diftm;b^cc. 
Ji3lir)dalis ■q^otJi.tbe -philoi^pher; tby folly is as gre*t as 
tfef .ftMfa 1 kno^V'tbat: all tjie. faculties o/the foul are con- 
fined <>f ?ild tOtthqiVj fever^l velTels and vcotri9les, from 
wJMch tJiey QanDOt ptirtj vvithout diflblution of the whola 
body ; and that thou contained no gopd thing in thecj, 
b(it a heap of hard and loathfome utitfleannefs, and art 
torftcbead a foul disfigurement, and burden, wh^n IhavQ 
fiat thgp oSi, and opened the.e, as by the h?lp of tlief? kn- 
ptements I vill do, all men fhall fee. 

ftgj; |o retura .whence was digrefTed : feeing that tb<i . 
S^iiK-of a king, OS the wife king Solonjon often remem-; 
tiers U&,*' igeftabliflied in juiiice," whiph is the.univerfai 
jjiftice that Ariftotle fo much praifes, containing in it 
rfl ot^ virtues, it may aflurc us that the fall of prelacy, 
wliofe a^ops are fo far diftant froni jnftice, cannot ih^« 
Ite legft fring* that borders the royal canopy ; but that 
their ftsndiog doth oqntinually oppofe.and lay battery. t() 
1^4 fsfety, ihall by thai which follows eafily appear. 
Amppgft- ijiany- fecondary, and aeceflaiy causes that fup- 
port ffloiiacchy, thefe are not of leaft reckoning, though 
common to all other flates ; the love of the fubjeds, tpe 
multiftiiift and valour of Jiie people, and ftorc of trp^fure. 
In all thefe thii^ hath the kii^dom been of latq fore 
weakened, and, chiefly by the prelates. Firft, let any 
nian confider, that if any prince ihall fuffqr under hipi * 
cooifliifliMi of authority to be exercifed,. till all ,the land 
^oanand eiy out,asagainftawbip of fcoqiions, whether 
^is be^iiot hkel)[ to l^en, and keel the aipei^ions of the 
febjeft.. Next, iwhat nun^cs of faithful and. frecborn 
^gtiibmeti, actd gpod.ChriftJa'ns, havQ.bcen conllrained 
1$ fpi&lte their deaveft hoone^ iJaeic friends 9^d kindred, 
*II«Qiifi -nothing but tjae. wide ocean,, and the f^vag^ 
defects pfAiscrioa, could hide and fhfilter from the fury 
tfthe bifljopsi O. fir, iifwecould. hut fte. the .fhapj 
4E :our dear mother Bn^nd, as poets ac^ wont to give a 
perfpo^ form to what they pleafe, how wgujd flie appear, 
think jp^ but in a> moorning weed* .with afhes upon her 
Wd>ind"teais abundantly flowing irom her eyes, to be- 
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hold fo manj? of her. chiWren expofed at once, and tbruft 
from thjngsi of deareft ;lecefli*y, becaufe their confcience' 
could not aifent to tltingsv which thb bifliops thought in- 
different ? What morfr binding than coofcience ? Whatf 
more freC' than indifferency ? Cruel then muft that in- 
differency ijeeds bo, that Ihall violate the ftri£i neceflity 
of confcience; mereilefs and inhuman that free choice 
and liberty that thalil break afunder the bonds of religion ! 
Let the aftfologer be diftnayed at theportentous blaze of 
comets, and impreflionB in the air, as foretelling troubles 
and changes to flates: I fl^ll believe there camiot be a 
more ill-boding fign to a nation (God turn the omen 
from us-!) than when the inhabitants, to avoid infuifer- 
able grievances at home, are enforced by heaps to forfake 
their oative country. Now, whereas the only renaedy 
and Amends againfl: the depopulation and thinnels of a 
land within, is the borrowed ftrength of -firm alliance from 
without, thefe prieftly policies of theirs having thus es- 
haufted our domeftic forces, have gone the way alfo to 
leave us as naked of our firmed and iaithfulleft neigh- 
bours abroad, by difparaging and alienating- from- us all 
proteflant {M-inces and commonwealths; who are not ig- 
norant that 'our prelates, and as many as they can mit&., 
account them no better than a fort of facrilegious and 
puritanical rebels, preferring the Spaniard our deadly 
enemy before them, and fet all orthodox writers at nought 
in -comparifon of the Jefuits, who are indeed the only 
corrupters Of youth and good learning : and I have heard 
many wife and learned-men-in Jtaly Iky as- much. Jt 
cannot be that the ftr^ogeft knot of confederaey fhonW 
not daily flacken, whtn religioD, which is the chief 'Cte- 
gagfment of our league, fhali betumed.to their reproach. 
' Hence it \^ th^-t the pr&fperoua and prudent fla«es of the 
Unitf4PfoviiiceBj' t>*hom we ought to love, if not ftrf 
themfelv^s. yet-for Gur own good work in them, they 
having been in a mannep planted and eredted by us, and 
having been finoe to us the faithful watchmen and difco- 
■verers of masy a popilh and Aunrian complotted tre^on, 
and with us the partners of maiiy a bloody and vi^ori- 
ous batde j) whom the fimilitude of'^manners and language, 
the commodity of traffick, which founded &e old Bur- 

gundian 
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gundian league betwixt us, bdt diiefly "religion," fliould 
bind to us immortally ; even fuch friends as ttwtfe; out pf 
fonie principles inftilled into as by the 'prelates, have beett 
often difmifled withdiflafteful anfwers, and fometlmes un- 
friendly actions : nor is it to be confidered to the breach 
of confederate nations, whole mutual intefefts'iS of luch 
high confequence, though their merchants bicfccr'in the 
Eaft Indies; neither is it fafe, or wary, or indeed chrif- 
tianly, that the French king, of a different faith, fhould 
afford our neareft allies as good prote<Sion as we. Sir, I 
perfuade myfelf, if onr zeal to true religion, arid the bro- 
therly ufage of our trueft friends, were as notorious to the 
world, as our prelatical fchifra, and caplivit^ to rochet 
apophthegms, we had ere this feen oar old conquerors, 
and afterwards liegemen the Normans, together with the 
Britains our proper colony, and all the Gafcoins that are 
the rightful dowry of our ancient kings, come with Cap 
and knee, defiring the fhadow of the Englilh fceptre to 
defend them from the hot perfecutions and taxes of the 
French.. But when they come hither, and fee a tympany 
ofSpanioUzed bifliops fwaggering in the foretop of the 
ftate, and meddling to turn and dandle the royal ball 
with unlkilful and pedantic palms, no marvel though they 
Ibink it as unfafe to commit religion and liberty to their 
arbitrating as to a fynagogue of Jefuits. 

But what do I ftand reckoning upon advantages and 
gains loft by the mifrule and turbulency of the prelates ? 
What do I pick up fo thriftily their fcatterings and di- 
Biinifhings of the meaner fubje£t, whilft they by their 
fcditious practices have endangei?ed to lofe the king one 
third of his main flock ? What have they not done to 
banifli him from hia own native country? But to fpeak 
of this as it ought, wonld alk a volume by itfelf. 

Thus as they have unpeopled the kingdom by expul- 
fion of fo many thoufands, as they have endeavoured to 
lay the (kirts of it bare by difheartening and diftionouring 
our loyalleft confederates abroad, fo have they hamftrung 
the valour of the fubjefft by fceking to effeminate us aU 
at home. Weil knows every wife nation that their liberty 
ewififls in manly and honeft labours, in fobriety and rigo- 
rous honour to the marriagebed, which in both fexes 
D4 fliould 
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ihouldbe bred up from cl^fte hopes to loyal enjoyments* 
and when the peopleilacken, and fall to loofenefs and riot, 
then do they as much as if they laid dowm their necks for 
fome wild tyrant to get up and ride. Thus learnt Cyrua 
to tame the Lydiane, whom by arms he could not whilft 
they fcept therafelves from luxury ; with one eafy procla- 
^nation to fet up ftews, dancing, feafting, and dicing, he 
made them foon his flaves. I know not what drift the 
prelates had, whofe brokers they were to pi-epare, and 
fupple us either for .a foreign invafion or domeftic op- 
preiGon ; but this I am fure, they took the ready way to 
defpoil us both of manhood and grace at once, and that 
in the Ihamefulleft: and ungodlieft manner, upon that day 
which God's Liw, and even our own reafon hath coafe- 
crated, that we might have one day at leaft of feven fet 
apart wiierein to examine and increafe our knowledge of 
God, to meditate and commune of our faith, our hope, 
our eternal city in Heaven, and to quicken withal the 
ftudy and excrcife of charity; at fiich a time that men 
fhould be plucked from their fobereft and iaddefl: thoughts, 
pnd by bilhops, the pretended fathers of the churchy in- 
fiigaled, by public edift, and with edmeft endeavour 
pufhed forwai^d to gaming, jigging, waifailing, and mixed 
dancipg, is a horror i(\ think 1 Thus did the reprobate 
hireling priefl: Balaam feek to fubdue the Ifraelites to 
Moab, if not by force, then by this devilifti policy, to 
draw tl^em from the fan<ftuary of God- to the luxurious 
and ribald fealls of Baal-peor. Thus have they trefpafled 
not only againft the monarchy of England, butof Heavftn 
alfo, as others, I doubt not, can profccute againft them. 

I proceed within my own bounds to fhow you next 
■wb^t gpod agents they are about the revenues and riches 
of the kingdom, which declare of what moment they are 
-to monarchy, or what avail. Two-leeches they have that 
ilill fuck, and fuck the .kingdom, their ceremonies loid 
their courts. If any iftan will contend that ceremoni^ 
be lawful under ihe ^ofpel, he may be anfwwed Qtber 
where. This doubtlefs, that they ought^to be many and 
overcoftly, no true ^teflant will afiirra. Now I appeal 
to all wife men, what an exceffive watte of treafurc hath 
been vvitbin thefe few years in this land, not in the expe-; 
• dient. 



iamial6 stnd^sartA DfiinlaKea* pi&uT(ca,^ru^ co^; gftr^J 
geona.aK»rcJ*th9 ! and by liiecourfos.Uifleytookiawd the 
opinions, thfly held, it wasnot .liitAy. any ft^y wWmW 'be^ 
0! my axAM tbeir. oiadneiVrV^hnrc a^ovs'pretextisto- 
iea^$'At liaad to cover their ^Lolatiatc defires. . Wiiai'tanr 
weluppof? tlus wild come tQ ? What other materials than 
thefe have: VHiiiltiup the Ipiritual Babd.tathe hletghtofber- 
aixvninations ? BeJieve it, lir^ righttruly it maybe'faidi 
that AntichriA is Mammon') Tod. ' The four leavch'Of^hu-' 
9ian traditions, mixed in one putrefied marswibh thepoi-; 
I'onous dregfi of hy^crify in the hearts of prelatas, that 
lie baiking in the fanny wamath of ivealth and promo- 
tion, is the feipent's egg that will hatch an Anticbrift 
wkiefoever, avid engender, the ,fanw monfter as big, or 
little, as the lump is which breads him. If the fpl^ndour 
of gpld and lilver begin to lord it o»ce ^ainin the church 
of England, we fliaU fee Antichrift ftortly wallow herci 
thoi\gh' bis chief kennel be at Rome. '■ If they had cma 
thought upon God's glory, and the advancenient <rf Chrit- 
tian feith, they would be a means, that with thefe expen- 
fes, thus, profufely thrown ayriy'm. trafll, rather ohwrohe* 
and fchooJs Baigibt be built,: whore^ they cry outfor want, 
apd moce added where too few aro ; a moderate tnaiflj- 
tenaace difteibutcd to eyery paipful tninifter, that inow 
Ibarce fuftains bis family vith bwad, while 'tteppeistes 
reyel like Bellhazaar with their full caroufes in gcrfilets; 
and T<ffeU of . gold fnatch^ from God's tempLe; whittb 
U hi^o) the worthy men of our land will confideri 
Now then for their courts. :, What a- mats of money is 
ikkwu from -the ^veinfi into tb£ ulcers of the.kuigdttmebia 
way-, thciTiCStortioos, their open corcuptions, th&muiti*; 
Me of .hungry and ravenaus. haspies that iwatm abeut 
their oSse^ .declace! fuiHoie&tly. .lAndivhattliangh aH 
Uuagft not ovSK. fca? .U Were hettcrit did : better a:p©-i 
BWiou$ kiflgdorO) ib^m where QisceiriveiVie^th f)avg:in«o 
tbc.graeele£j and itijurioue hwids^ oomxicai.fpbngAs, to 
the imponasiAiag of goo^ amlioyat raeHi^iand that by 
fuch execrable, fucbm"eHgiDuSiCo«rfes,- -■■ ■; 
If the fecr«4 ^^^ dreadful worlds of holy difcipline, 

ceiifure. 
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cenfurc, penance, excommunication, and abfolution, 
■where no prophane thing ought to have accefs, nothing 
to be affiftant but fage and chriAJanly admonition, bro- 
therly love, flaming charity and zeal ; and then according 
to the effe£ts, paternal forrow, or paternal joy, mild fe»e- 
rity, melting compaffion ; if fuch divine minifteries as 
thefe, wherein the angel of the church reprefents the 
perfon of Chrift Jefus, muft lie proftitute to fordid fees 
and not pafs to and fro between our Saviour that of free 
grace redeemed us, and the fubmillive penitent witlnut 
the trackage of perifbing coin, and the butcherly execu- 
tion of tormentors, rooks, and rakelhamca fold to lucre ; 
then havCi the Babylonift merchants of fouls juft excufe. 
Hithei-to,fir, you have heard how the prelates have weak- 
ened and withdrawn the external acconipIifhmentB of 
kingly profperity, the love of the people, their multi- 
tude, their valour, their wealth ; mining and fapping the 
outworks and redoubts of monarchy. Now hear how 
ihey ftrike at the very heart and vitals. 

We know that monarchy is made up of two parts, the 
liberty of the fubjed, and the fupremacy of the king. I 
begin at the root. Sec what gentle and benign fathers 
they have been to our liberty ! Their trade being by the 
fame alchymy that the pope ufes, to extract heaps of gold 
and lilver^ut of the drofly bullion of the people's lins; 
and juftly fearing that the quickfighted proteftant'* eye 
cjear»-d- (ri great part from the mift of fuperftition, may 
atone time or other look with a good judgment into thefe 
their deceitful pcdleries; to gam as many affociates of 
guiltinefs as they can, and to infe<S the temporal magif- 
trate with the hkc lawlefs, though not facrilegious extor- 
tion,:fec awhile what they do ; they engage themfelves 
to preach, aaid perfoade an aflerlion for truth the moft 
feMe,and to this monarchy themoft pernicious anddeftruc- 
tive that could be chofen. What more baneful to mo- 
n9rchy than a popular commotion, for the diffolution of 
ntonarehy flides apteft into a democracy ; and what flirs 
the Engliftimen, as our wifeft writers have obferved, 
foonerto rebellion, than violent and heavy hands upon 
their goods and purfes ! Yet thefe devout prelates, fpight 
c^ our great charter^ and the fouls of our progenitors that 
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wrefled their liberties out of the Norman gripe with their 
(fearcft blood and higbeft prowefa, for thefe man^yeare 
have not ceafed in their pulpits wrenching and fpraining 
the text, to fet at naught and trample under foot all thd 
moft facred and lifeblood laws, ftatiites, and a£b of par- 
liament, that are the holy covenant of union and marriage 
between the king and his realm, by profcribing and con- 
fifcating from us all the right we have to our own bo- 
dies, goodsj and liberties. What is this but to blow a 
tOHnpet, and proclaim a firecrofs to an hereditary and 
perpetual civil war ? Thus much againll the fubje^s li- 
berty hath been aflaulted by tbem. Now how they havz 
fpaied fupremacy, or are likdy hereafter to fubrait to it, 
remains lafUy to be confidered. 

■ "Hie emulation that under the old law was in the king 
towards ,tbe prieftj is now fo come about in the gofpel, 
that all the danger is to be feared from the prieft to the 
king. Whiift the prieft's office in the law was fet out 
with an exterior luftre of pomp and glory, kings were 
ambitious to be priefts ; now prieftsj not perceiving the 
Jicavcniy brightnefs and inward fplendour of their tinorc 
^orious evangelic minifiry, with as great ambition oSeA 
to be kings, as. in all their courfes is eafy to be obferved. 
ITieir eyes ever eminent upon worldly matters, their de- 
iirtsever thirfiing after worldly eropioyments, inftead of 
diligent and : fervent ftudy in the Bible, they covet to be 
expert in canons and decretala, which may"' enable them 
tojndge and interpofe in temporal caufes, however pre- 
(ended ecclcfiaftical. Do they not hoard up pelf, (vdk. to 
be potent in fecular ftrength, in ftate' affeirs, jn lands, 
■lordfljips, anddemains, to fway and carry all before them 
in high courts and privy councils, to bring into their 
gnifp the high and principal ofHoesiofthekingdom ? Have 
they mtt been bold of late to check t}ie common law, to 
■flight and brave the indiminifhablemajefty of our higheft 
■court,- the lawgiving and (acred .yarjianicnt ? Do they 
■not plainly laboorlo exempt chiiTchpoen from the inagif- 
Irate? Yea, fo prcfumptuoii(lyiasi.to queftion and me- 
:nace officers that reprefent the -king's perfon for ufmg 
their authority againft drunken priefts ? T^e caufe of 
protc«abg murderous clergymen was the firfl heartburn- 
ing 
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ing that fwclted tip the audacious Becfcet to the peftilen* 
and odious vexation of Henry the Second. Nay mprey 
have not fome of their dewoted fchoJars begim, \ need not 
iay it> nibble, but openly to ar^ue agsinfl the king's irn 
pnemacy Msnotthechiefoftheinaccufed outof bU own 
book^and 'his late canonB,toaffi3>Sacertiuii'uaqueflion- 
abJe patriarchate, independent, and nnfubordinatelo the 
firotra ? Erohi whence having &rft brosght us to a fer> 

. vile Aate'of religion and manhood, and having predi(^< 
pofcd his conditions with the pope, that lays claim.to thi« 
Jamdi or fomc Pepin of hia own creating,- it wieije all as like- 
lyibr him to afpire to the monarchy among us, as that tbe 
pope leould find means fo on the fudden both to bereavfi 
the emperor of the Roman tcn-itory witih' the favour of 
Italy, and by an xmexpefted friend out of France, while 
he was- io' danger to Jofe his newgot purchafo, bejond 
hope to leap into ihe fair cHarohate of Haveraijai 

A' good while the pope fubtly a£ted the bimb> writir^ 
to the emperor " my lord Tiberius, my lord Mauritius ;" 
but nofooner did this his lord plnck at tho imager and 
idols, but he threw off his fheep's clothing, and ilarted 
up a wolf, laying his paws upon the emperor'a right, as 
forfeited to Peter. Why may not we as well, having been 

_ Jbrcwarned at borne by our renowned Chaucer, and from 
abroad by the great and learned Padre Paolo, from the 
like beginnings, as we fee they are, fear the like events? 
Certainly a wile and provident king oog^ to fufpetfta 
hierarchy in his realm, being e^r attended,' as it is, wit^ 
two fuch greedy pucveyors, ambition and ufurpation; I 
iay, he ought to fufpeA a hierarchy to be as dangcrois 
and derogatory from his crown- as a tetrarchy or* heptflr^ 
chy. Yet now that the prelates had almoft attained to 
what their infolent and unbridled minds had hunnd 
them-; to thnift the laity under the defpotieal rule of the 
monarch, that they themfelves might oojifiae-themonapch 
to a kind ^f pupillage tindeif their hierarcbyj obfervabot 
how their own principles copnbat one another,- aad fiip- 
plant each one his felhjw.' > ■ v 

Having fitted us only for peace,, and that a few^ 

peace, by leffening our'^niimbersj^draiiiii^ our eftatoi, 

■ :■[■(. eofee- 
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ttifcebling oar bodies, cciwing our fi'ee fpirits by thofc 
ways as you have heard, their impotent actions cannoC 
Main themfelves< the le^ moitient, urtlels- they would 
roufe us up to 3 wdr fit for Cain to be the leader of; an 
abhorred, a curfod, a fraternal war. England dnd Scot- 
land, deareft brothers both in uahire and in Chrili, muft 
be fet to wade in one another's blood ; and Ireland, out- 
free Denizen, upon the back of usboth, as occafion fliould 
fcrfc; apiece of fervice that the pope and all his fac- 
tors have been compaffing to do eyef (ince the Refor- 
mation. 

But ever bleffed be he, and ever glorified, that from 
his higlv watchtower in the heavens, difcevning the 
crooked ways of perverfe and cruel men, hath hitherta 
maimed and infatuated a}! their damnable inventions, and 
deluded theif great wizards with a delufion fit for foots 
and children : had God been fo minded, he could have 
fent a fpirit of mutiijy. artiongft us, as he did between 
Abimelech and the Secliemites, to have made our fune- 
rals, and ilain heaps more in number than the miferable 
furviving remnant ; but he, when we leaft deferved, fent 
«ut a gentle gale iuid meffage of peace from the wings ot 
thofe his cherubiras that fan his mercyfeaf. Nor Ihall 
the wifdonij the moderaticm, the Chritiian piety, the con- 
ftancyof our nobility and commons of England, be ever 
forgotten, whole cahti and temperate connivance could 
fit ftiil and fiaile out the ftormy blufter of men more au- 
dacious and {«-ecipilant than of folid and deep reach, until 
their own fury had run itfelf out of breatbj affailing by 
rafli and heady approaches the impregnable fituation of 
our.liberty and fafety, that laughed fuch weak engineiy to 
fcora, fuch poor drifts to make a national war of a fur- 
I^ice brabble, a tippet fcuffle, and engage, the untainted 
honour of Engliih knighthood to, unfurl the iireaming 
red crofs, or to rear the horrid ftandird of thole fatal guly 
dragons for fo unworthya purpofe,.as to force;upon.^eir 
fellow fubjedis that which themfelyea are wpaiyof, the 
Ifeeleton of a raaf»-book. Nor ,inuift the patience, the 
-fortitude, the firm obedience of themobles and fjeoplc.of 
&¥)ttand, ilriving. againft manifold provooation»; iior 
aiUi their fincere aad nioderate pi»ceedipgg .hitherto ibc 
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tinremcmbercd, to the'lhameful conviftioa of all tlieff 
detraftora. v 

Go on both hand in hand, O nations, never to be dif- 
tunted ; be the praife and the heroic fong of all poflerifyj- 
merit this, bat feek only virtue, not to extend ytwir limits j 
(for what needs to win a &ding triumphant laurel out of 
the tears of wretched men ?) but to fettle the pure wor- 
ihip of God in his church, and juftice in the ftate : then 
fliall the hardeft difficulties fmooth out themfelves before 
ye; envy fliall link to Hell, craft and malice be confound- 
ed, whether it be homebred mifchief or outlandifh can- 
ning; yea, other nations will then covet to ferre ye, for 
lordfhip and vidlory arc but the pages of juftice and vir- 
tue. Commit ferurely to true wifdora the vanquifhing aod 
nncaiing of craft and fubtlety, which are but her two 
runagates: join your invincible might to do worthy and 
godlike deeds; and then he that feeks to break your 
union, a cleaving curfe be his inheritance to all gene' 
rations. ' , - 

■ Sir, you have now at length this quefiion for the, time, 
and as my memory tvould bed ferve rae in fuch a copious 
and vafl: theme, fully handled, and you yourfelf may 
judge whether prelacy be the only church-government 
agreeable to monarchy. Seeing therefore the perilous 
and confufed ftate into which we are fallen, and that to 
the certain knowledge of all men, through the irreligious 
pride and hateful tyranny of prelates, (as the innumerable 
and grievous complaints of every fhire cry out) if we will 
now refolve to fettle affairs either according to puie re- 
ligion or found policy, we muft firft of all begin roundly 
to cafliier and cut away from the public body the noi- 
fome aad difeafed tumour of prelacy, and come from 
ichifm to unity with our neighbour reformed ftfter- 
churches, which with the blefling of peace and pure doc- 
trine have now long time flburiflied j and doubllefs witli 
all hearty joy and ^tulation will meet and welcome our 
Chriftian- union with them, as they have been all ths 
while grieved at our ftrengenefs, and little better than 
feparation from them. And for the difcipline propound- 
ed, feeing that it hath been inevitably proved that the 
natural and timdamental caufes of political hapi)ine^s ''* 
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all governtnents are the fame, and t,hat this church-difci- 
pline is taught in the word cf God, and, as we fee, agrees 
according to with with all fuch flates as have received it; 
we may infallibly aflure ourfelvcs that it will as well agree 
with monarchy, though all the tribe of Aphorifmers and 
PoUticaftere would perfuade us there be fecret and myf- 
terious reafons againft it. For upon the fettling hereof 
mark, what nourifhing and cordial reftorements to the 
fiste will follow, the minifters of the gofpe) attending 
only to the work of falvation, every one within his limited 
charge ; befides the difFufive bleffiijgs of God upon all 
our actions, the king ftiall (it without an old difturbcr, a 
daily incroacher and intruder; Ihall rid his kingdoni of 
alirong fequeftered and collateral power; a confronting 
mitre, whofe potent wealth and wakeful ambition he had 
juli caufe to hold in jealoufy; not to repeat the other 
prefent evils which only their removal will remove, and 
becaufe things fimply pure are inconfiftent in the raafs of 
nature, nor are the elements or humours in a man's body 
exactly homogenea] ; and hence the beft- founded com- 
monwealths and leaft barbarous have aimed at a certain 
mixture and temperament, partaking the feveral virtues 
of each other ftate, tliat each part drawing to itfelf may 
keep up a fteady and even uprighlnefa ia .common. 

There is no civil government that hath been known, 
no not the Spartan, not the Roman, though both for 
this refpedt fo much praifed by the wife Polybius, mora 
divinely and harmonioufly tuned, more equally balanced 
as it were by the hanc| and fcale of juftice, than is the 
commonwealth of England ; where, under a fvee and un- 
tutored monarch, the nobleft, worthieft, and moft pru- 
dent men, with full approbation and fuffrage of the pgo- 
ple, have in their power the fupreme and final detefmi- 
nation of higheft affairs. Now if conformity of church- 
difcipiine to the civil be fo delired, there can be nothing 
more parallel, more uniform, than when under the fove- 
rei^ prince, Chrift's vicegerent, ufing the fccptre of 
David, according to God's law, the godlieft, the wifeft, 
the learnedeft mmifters in their leveral charges have the 
indnwiling and difciphning of God's people, by whofe 
full and .free oled^ion they are cqnfccrated to that- holy 

and 
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and eqiial ariftocracy. And why fliould not the pifefy 
and confaencebf Englifhmen, as mcmbersof the church, 
be trufted in the cleftion of irafit)rs to furiSions that no- 
thing. concern a monarch, aswell as their worldly wif- 
doms arfi privileged- as members of thfc ftate in fuffrag- 
ing their knights and buTgeffes to matters that concern 
him tieariy ? And if in weighing thefe fereral offices, 
their .difference in time and qoaUty fac caft in, I know 
they will nottumthcbeam'of equal judgment the moiety 
of a fcruple. We therefore having already a kind of 
apoftolical and ancient church eledtion in our ftate, what 
a perverfenefs would it be in us of all others to retain 
forcibly a kind of imperious and ftately ele^on in our 
church f' And what a blindnefs to think that what is 
already evangelical, as it were by a happy chance In our 
politv, fhould be repugnant to that' which is the fame 
by divine command in the miniftry ? Thus then we fee 
th-atourccclefiafticaland political chorees mayconfent and 
fort as well together without any rupture in the ftate, as 
Chtiftians and- freeholders. But as for honour, that 
ought indeed to be different and diftinfl, as either office 
looks a feveral way; the miniftcr whofe calling and end 
is fptritnal, ought to be honoured as a father and phyfi- 
cian to the foul^ (if he be found to be fo) with a fonlike 
and difciplelike reverence, which is indeed the dearcft 
and moft Rffetftionate honour, ffloft to be defired by a wife 
man, and fuch as will cafilj command a free and plentiful 
provifion of outward neceflaries, without his further care 
of this world. 

The magiflrate, whofe charge is to fee to our pcrfons 
and eftates, is to be honoured with a more elaborate and 
perfonal fourtfhip, with lai^e falarics and ftipends, that 
he himfelf may abound in thofc things whereof his legal 
juftice and watchful care gives us the quiet enjoyment. 
And this diftin£tion of honour will bring forth a feeiuly 
and graceful uniformity over all the kjngdotn. 

Then fliall the nobles pofiefs all thfc dignities and 
offices of temporal honour to themfeivesifole lords with- 
out the improper mixture of fcholaftic and pufillanimouB 
upftarts; Uie-parliamefit Ihall void her upper houfe of 
the iame annoyances; the common and ioivil Jims Hi:)^ 
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bebothfet free, the former from the control, the other 
from the mere vaflalage and copyhold of the clergy, 

And .whereas temporal laws rather punjfh men when 
they have tranfgreffed, than, forpi them to be fuch as 
fliotild tranfgreis feldomeft, we may coticeive great hopes, 
through the Jhower? of divine bcnedii^ion watering the 
unmoTefled and watchful pains of the miniftryi that the 
whole inheritance of God will grow up fo ftraight and 
blaraelefs, that the civil magiftrate may with far lefs toil 
and difficulty, and far more eafe and delight, fteer the tall 
and goodly veilcl of the commonwealth through all the 
gufts and tides of the world's mutability. 

Here I might have ended, but that fome obje£tions, 
which I have heard commonly ilying about, prefs me to 
the endeavour of an anfwen We mull not run, they fay, 
into fudden extremes. This is a fallacious rule, unlefs 
underftood only of the aftions of virtue about things in- 
different: for if it be found that thofe tvi'o extremes be 
vice and virtue, falfehood and truth, the greater extremity 
of virtue and fuperlative truth we run into, the.more vir- 
tuous and the more wife we become j and he that, flying 
from degenerate and traditional corruption, fears to flioot 
himfelf too far into the meeting embraces of a divinely 
warranted reformation, had better not have run at all. 
And for the fuddennefs, it cannot be feared. Who Ihould 
oppofe it ? The papifts ? they dare not. The proteft- 
anta othcrwife aiFe£led ? they were mad. There is no- 
thing will be removed but what to them is profefledly 
indifferent. The long afFedtion which the people have 
borne to it, what for itfclf, what for the odiouinefs of pre- 
lates, is evident: from the firft year of queen Elizabeth 
it hath frill been more and more propounded, defired, 
and befeeched, yea fometimes favourably forwarded by 
the parliaments themfelvcs. Yet if it were fudden and 
fwift, provided frill it be from worfe to better, certainly 
we ought to hie us from evil like a torrent, and rid our- 
felves of corrupt difcipline, as we would ihakc fire out of 
our bofoms. 

Speedy and vehement were the reformations of all the 
good kings of Judah, though the people had been nuzzled 
in idolatry ever fo long before ; they feared not the bug- 
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bear danger, nor the lion in the" way that the flu^ilh aiu2 
timorous politician thinks he fees ; no more did our bre- 
tlji^en of the reformed chqrehe? abroad,, tfaey ventured 
■(Gpd,lwi?g.their guide) out of rigid popery, into that 
wtiich.'w^ifl mockery, call pr«cife puritanjlm, and yet we 
fe^ ^,incoijy^ience,befeJ thqm- 

Let us not dally iwith. /God when he offers us aiiill 
bleflJBg, tQ take as roocbof it as we think will lo-v'e our 
e^^, bl}d turn him back the refl: apon his hands, ]e3 in 
hU^ng^rhe ftiatch all from us again. Next, they at 
lege the antiquity of epjfcopacy through all ages. What 
it was in the apoftles' time, that queftionlefs it muft be 
ftiU I and therein I truft the nunifters will be able to fa- 
tisiy the parliament. But if epifcopacy be taken for pre- 
lacy, all the ages they can deduce it throughj wijl make 
St no ttiofe venerable than papacy. 

Moft certain it is (as all our fiories bear witners)-.that 
ever lince their coming to the fte of Canterbury for near 
twelve hundred yeare, to fpeak of them in general, they 
have been in England to our fouls a fad and doleful fuc" 
ceffion of illiterate and bliDd guides ; to our purfes and 
goods a wafieful band of robbers^ a perpetual havock and 
rapine; to our fiate a continual hydra of mifchief and 
mcdeftation, the fcwgc of difcord and rebellion : this is 
the trophy of their ai^tiquityj and boafted fucceffion 
through fo many ages. And for thofe prelate-martyrs 
they glory of, they are to be judged what they were by 
the gofpel, and not the gofpel to Ik; tried by thera. 

And it is to be noted, that if they were for biHiopncs 
and ceremonies, it was in their profperitj' and fulnefsof 
bread; but in their perfecution, which pu"-'" ' thein> 
and near their death, which was their garland, they 
■plainly diihked and condemned the ceremonies, and 
threw away thofe epifcopal ornaments wherein they were 
inftalled as foolifli and deteftable ; for fo the words of 
Ridley at his degradement, and his letter to Hooper, ex- 
prefsly fhow. Neither doth the author of our church- 
liiftory fpace to record fadly the fall (for fo he terms it) 
and infirmities of thefe martyrs, though we would deiff' 
them. And why fhould their martyrdom more counte- 
nanre corrupt doctrine or difcipline, than their fubfcrip- 
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tionsjuilify' their treafon to theroyiil bltiodofthfe¥ealhi, 
by diverting and entailing the ri^t of the crown fr^Ail' 
the trae heirs, to the houfes of North urn berUnd and -Sat*') 
folk. ? w^ich had it took efFedl, this pfcfent king had hi 
all likelihood never iat on this throne, and the happy' 
union of this ifland had been fruftrated. ' 

Laftly, whereas they add that feme the leamedeft of 
the reformed abroad admire our cpifcopacy -, it Had beca 
more for the ftrength of the argument to fell us; tirat 
fome of the wifeft ftatefmen admire it, for thereby we 
might guefs them weary of the prefent difcipiine, a9 of- 
fenfive to their ftate, which is the bug we fear ; but being 
they are churchmen, we may rather fufpe£l than for 
fome prelatizing fpirits that admire our biftioprics, not 
cpifcopacy. 

The next obje£^tion vanifhes of itfelf, propounding a 
doubt, whether a greater inconvenience would not grow 
from the corruptioH of any other difcipiine than lirom 
that of epifcGpacy. This feems an linfeafonable fore- 
fight, and out of order, to defer and put otf the moft 
needful conftitution of one right difciphne, while we 
ftand balancing the difcommodities of two corrupt ones. 
Firiiibnftitute that which i& right, and of itfejf it will 
difcovcr and re^ify that which Iwerves, and cafily re- 
medy the pretended fear of having a pope in every parith, 
unlefs we call the zealous and meek cenlnre of the church 
a popedom, which whofo does, let him advife how he 
can rejeift the paflorly rod and fteephook of Chrjft, and 
thofe cdrds of love, and not fear to fall under the Iroii 
fceptre of his anger, that will dafh. him to pieces like a 
potiherd. ' ■ ' 

. At another d6ubt of theira I wonder, whether this dif- 
cipiine which we defire'^be fuch as can' be put in praflice 
within this kingdom ; they fay it cannot ftand with the 
common- law nor with the king's fafely,'the government 
of cpifcopacy is iiow fo v/eavcd into the cunin^on law. 
In God's' name let it weave (>tit again ; let not human 
quill^S'keep BaCk'divine atithOYity. It is not thc'com- 
monlavf, nttfithe'^iviT, but piety andjuftice that are our 
fonndrigffes; thej' ft&op' not, hehher change colour lor 
anftocracy, democracy, or monarchy, nor yet at all inter- 
E a rupt 
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rapt their juftconffes; bat far above the taking notic« 
of thefe interior niceties, with pcrfeifl fympathy, whaxver 
they mett, kifs each other. Laflly, they are fearful that 
the difcipiinc which will faccecd. cannot ftand with the 
king's fafety. Wherefore ? it is but epifcopacy reduced 
to what it ibould be : were it not thai the.tyraony of .pre- 
lates under tlie n^me of bilhops had made our ears ten- 
der, and ftartling, we might call cveiy good minlfirer a 
bilhop, as every bilhop,' yea liie apoftles thcjnfelves are 
called niinifters, and the angels miniftering fpirits, and 
the minifters again angels. But wlicrein is this pro- 
pounded govciriment fo ihrewd ? Becaufe the govern^ 
ment of aiTcmblics will fuccced. Did not the apoftles 
go\-ern the church by aiTerablies? How fliould it «Ife 
be catholic ? How Ihould it have communion ? Wc 
count it facrilege to take from the rich prelates their 
lands and revenues, which i^ I'acrilege in them to keep, 
ufing them as they do; and can we think it fafe to de- 
fraud the living church of God of that right whidi God 
has given her in afferablies ? O but the confequence ! 
aflemblies draw to them the fupremacy of ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiiftion. No farely, they draw no fupremacy, but 
that authority which Chrift, and St. Paul in his name, 
confers upon them. The king may ftill retain the fame 
fupremacy in the aflemblies, as in the parliament} here 
he can do nothing atone againft the common law,, and 
there neither alone, nor with confcnt, againfl: the .fcrip- 
tures. But is this all ? .No,, this ecclcfiaflical fuptc- 
macy draws to it the power to excommunicate kings- 
and then follows the worft that can be imagined.- Do 
they hope to avoid this, by keeping prelates tiiat havofo 
o^n done it ? Not to exemphfy the malapert jnfoksice 
of our own bifliops in this kind tovavds-our kingapl 
Ihall turn,backto the primitive^nd pure times, which 
the objeiSors would have. the lule of reformadon to us. 

Not an affembly, bat one baihop alone. Saint Arabrofc 
of Milan, held Theodpjius the moft Chriftian eniperbr 
under excommunicatiori above eigtit months together, 
drove him from the church in the profencoof his nobles; 
which the good emperqr bore with heroic humility, aad 
never ceafed by prayers and tears, till he was abwlved ; 

for 
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to which coming to the biftiop with fupplication into 
tiif felntatoiy, fome oatporch of the chunth, he wm 
charged 'by him.of tyrannical madnefs againft God, Tor 
tomJDg into holy ground.- At laft, upon coiKiitions ab>- 
Solvedi and after great hura3iatibn approaching to the 
«ltar to offer (as thofe thrice pure times then thought 
ffleet), he had fcarcc withdrawn his hand, and flood a 
while, when a bold archdfiacon comes in the bifliop's 
niiae, and chaces him from within the rails, telling him 
JJtieinptorily, that the place wherein he ftood, was for 
none but the priefts to enter, or to touch ; and this is an- 
other piece of pore pi'imitive divinity ! Think yc, then, 
oiir Whops will forego the power <rf eicommunication 
"dm whomfoever ? No certainly, unlefs to compafs finif- 
ter ends, and then revoke when they fee their rime. 
And yet this moil mild, though withal dreadful and in- 
fiolable prerogative of Chrift's diadem, excommunica- 
tion, ferves for nothing with them,, but to prog and pan- 
der for fees, or to difplay their pride, and fliarpen their 
rrrenge, debarring men the protetftion of the law ; and I 
remember not whether in fome cafes it bereave not men 
all right to their worldly goods and inheritances, bcfides 
the denial of Ghriftian burial. But in the evangelical, 
and reformed ufe of this facred cenfure, no fuch profli- 
tittioo, no fnch ifcariotical drifts are to be doubted, as 
tfeit fpiritiial doom and fenteuce fliould invade worldly 
pofleffion, which is the rightful lot and portion even of 
the wickedeft men, as frankly bellowed upon them by 
the alldifpeniing bounty as rain and funihine. No, no, 
it feeks not to bereave or deftroy the body ; it feeks to 
feve the foul by humbling the body, not by imprifon- 
mcM, or pecuniary mulA, much lefs by ftripes or bonds, 
or dilinherrtance, but by fatherly admonifliment and 
Ghriftian rebnke, to caft it into godly forrow, whofe end 
isjoyj and ingenuous bafhfulnefs to fin : if that cannot 
be wrought, then as a tender mother takes her child and 
hcrfds it orer the pit with fearing words, that it may leam 
to fear where danger is ; fo doth excoipmunication as 
dt^ly and as freely, without money, ufe her wholefome 
cmi unng terrours : ihe is inftant, Ihe befeecbes, by all 
£3 the 
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^|be i^^,,^mi fweet pi-oQiifea of falvation Hie entices aad 
jfvpo^^i. byajj the tnreateniogsand thunders of the law, 
, fhe changes, and adjures : this is all 
unitjpn, her artillery j then the awaits 
;e, 9nd yet ardent zeal. In brief, there 
errand of, God's minifters to mankind, 
lore loverlike conteftation between 
of a regenerate man lapfing, than be- 
fter the fentence of excommunication, 
prodtorage of money, with fuch an 
jzi with leprofy, and Simon Magus 
es file look> and fo threaten her fiery 
tanking den of thieves that dare thus 
d fell the awful and majeftic wrinkles 
that is rightly and apoftolically fped 
rrow, if he can be at peace in his foul, 
n him the brimflone of Hell, may have 
U his bags over undiminifiied of the 
eat his dainties, drink his wine, ufe 
his lands and liberties, not the leaft 
: leaft hair mifplaced, for all that ex- 
communication has done : much more may a king enjoy 
his rights and prerogatives undeflowered, untouched, and 
. t)e 53 ^bfolute and complete a king, as all his royalties 
and revenues pan make him. And therefore httle did 
Theodofius fear a plot upon his empire, when he flood 
excomniunicate by Saint Ambrofc, though it were done 
either with much haughty pride, or ignorant zeal. But 
■ let us rather look upon the reformed churches beyond 
the.5;as, the Grizons, the Swifles, the Hollanders, the 
French, that have a fupremacy tp live under as well as 
we; where do the churches in all thefe place^ ftfivic for 
fuprema,cy ? Where do they clalh and juftle Aipremicies 
with the civil magiftrate ? In France, a more fevere 
monarchy, than ours, th? protetlants under this church- 

fovernment, carry the name of the heft fubjeds the king 
as ; and yet prefbytery, if it muft be fo called, does 
there all that it defires to do : bow eafy were it, if there 
be fuch great fufpicion, to give no more fcope to it in 
Bngland ? But let us not, for fear of a fcarecrow, or 
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(3fe througli hatred to be reformed; ftarid h^nlteri^g and 
politizing, when God with fpreaii Tiands ttiflifiea to uS, 
and points us out the way to our peade."'"' ' ' 

Let us not be (o overcreduK)u^'"ithlbfs Oc^' bath 
Winded us, as to trull our dear foulS into ihe Jiands df 
men that beg fo devoutly for tlie pride a^id^Iutb^ of 
their own backs and bellies, that Tue and- foTlicIt fo 
eagerly, not for the faving of fpals,' the confideratfon o'f 
which can have here no place at all i but fbr^heir bifliop- 
rics, deaneries, prebends, and canonries; hoW can th'eib 
men not be corrupt, whofe very caufe is thebribe of 
their own pleading, whofe mouths cannot open without 
the ftrong breath and loud ftench of avarice, liniohyj and 
ficrilege, embezzling the treafury of the church bij painted 
and gilded walls of temples, wherein God hath teftjfied 
to have no delight, warming their palace kitchens, ' arid 
from thence their unfluous and epicurean paunches, 
with the alms of the blind, the lame, the imp6ten't» tfe. 
aged, the orphan, the widow ? for with thefe 'the trea- 
fury of Chrill ought to be, here ffiuft be his jewels be- 
flowed, his rich cabinet muft be emptied here ; as the 
COTiftant martyr Saint Lawrence taught theRornan prsetof. 
Sir, would you know what the remonftrance of tliefe rheh 
would have, what their petition implies ? They ilitreat 
iisthat we would not be weary of thofe inlilppbrtable 
grievances that our flioulders have hitherto cracked 
under, they befeech us that we would think them fifc to 
be our juftices of peace, our lords, our highcff officers of 
ftate, though they come furnifhed with no more expe- 
ri^lice than they learnt between the cook and the inanci- 
^ej, or more profoundly at the college audit, ' or the te- 
^ent^.ifibijfc, or to come to their'deepefl ipfight, at th^r 
^^trbn's table ; they would rcqueft us'to endure.fti!! tlie 
niftllng of their fiiken caffoCsi 'arid that wfe would borfl; 
oiif midriffs, rather than laugh^ to fee'thfein uridei' failin 
.^1 their lawn and lardeh'etj ibfeir fhi'duds' ' ahd' tackle, 
vnth a geometrical rhdfnboidestipsn thfeir heads: they 
would bear us in hand tbat'we riiuft'df (futy ftiti appear 
before them onCe a year'in Jerulal^lii,;iite'gOQd circum- 
cifed mdles and females, to' b6 taxed by 'the poll, to be 
fccmced our beadmoney, our twopences in their chand- 
£ 4 lerly 
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Jerly fhopbook of Eafter. They pray us t&at It wooW 
plcafe us to let them ftill hale us, and worry us with theii' 
bandogs and purfuivants ; and that it would pleafe ttip 
parliament that they may yet have the wbippuig, fleec- 
ing, and flaying of us in their diabolical courts, to Ijwr 
the flcfli from our bones, and into our wide wounds 
inftead of balm, to pour in the oil of tartar, vitriol, and 
mercury : I'urely a right reafonable, innocent, and foft- 
hearted petition. O the relenting bowels of the fathers! 
Can this be granted them, unlels God have fmitten tis 
with frenzy from above, and with a dazzling glddinefs »t 
noonday? Should not thofe men .rather be heard tlsU: 
come to plead againfl: their own preferments, thcit 
worldly advantages, their own abiindaiice; for honoilr 
and obedit^ce to God's word, the cqnveriioa of fo^ls, 
the chriftiaa peace of the land, and union of the re- 
formed catholic church, the unappropriating gnd un- 
monopolizing the rewards of learning and induftryj from, 
the grcafy clutch of ignorance and high feeding. We 
have tried already, and miferably felt what ambitioa, 
worldly glory, and impioderate wealth, can do j what 
the boillerous and contradiAional hand of a temporal, 
earthly, and corporeal fpirituality can avail to the edily-. 
ing of Chrift's holy church; were it fuch a defpcrate 
hazard to put to the venture the univerfal votes of Chrifl's 
congregation, and fellowly and friendly yoke, of a teat^- 
ing and laborious, mmiftry, the patlorlike and apoftoHc 
imitation of meek and unlordly difcipline, the gcatle and 
benevolent mcdiociity of church-maintenance, without 
the ignoble huckilerage of piddling tithes ? Were it fuch 
an incurable mifchief to make a little trial, what all this 
would do to the floarilhing and growing up *)A. CirJft'S 
iriyilical body ? .as rather to ufe every poor (hifV, and if 
that fei-ve not, to threat^ uproar and coqibuftion, and 
fhake the brand of civil difcordf , ■ '. 

O, fir, I do now fepl rayXelf inwrapped on the fuddcn 
into thofe mazes and labyrinths- of dreadful and hideous 
thoughts, that which way to, get out, or which way to 
end, I know not, unlefs I turn mine eye?, and with your 
help lift up my hands to that etcrnat and p;ropitiou9 
Throne, where nothing is readier than grace 'and refuge 
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tothe diftreffes of mortal lupplianta: and it were a 
fliame to leave thefc feriOus •thoughts lefs pioufly than the 
iieathen were wont to conclude thcirgraver difcourfes. 

Thou,, therefore, that fittefl in light and glory unap- 
proachable, ■ Parent of angels and men !' atxt, thee I ini- 
plore, omnipotent King, lledeeifler of that" loft remnant 
whofe nature thou didft afTuniCj ineffable and everlafting 
Love! And thou, the third fiiljfifteuceof divine infini- 
tude, illumining Spirit, the joy and folace of created 
thii^! one Triperfonal godhead! look' upon this thy 
poor and almoft I'pcnt and expiring church, Ipavc her 
not thus a prey to thefc importunate wolves, that wait 
and think long till they devour thy tender flock. ; thefc 
wild boars that have broke into thy vineyard, and left the 
priijt of their polluting hoofs on the fouls of thy fervanta. 
O let them not bring about their damned defigns^ that 
fland now at the entrance of the bottomlcfs pit, expcift- 
ing the watchword to open and let out thofe dreadful 
Io:nifts and fcorpions, to reinvolve us in that pitchy 
cloud of infernal darknefs, where we (hall never ujore 
fee the fan of thy Irath again, never hope for the cheer- 
ful dawn, never more hear the bird of morning ling. 
Be moved with pity at the affliiScd ftate of this our 
fhaken monarchy, that now lies labouring under her 
ihroes, and ftruggling againft the gmdges of more 
dreaded calamities; 

O thou, that, after the impetuous rage of five bloody 
inundations, and tlie fucceeding fword of inteftine war, 
foaking the land in her own gore, didft pity the fad and 
GCidelefs revolution of our fwift and thiak-coming for- 
rows; when we were quite brcathlefs of thy tree grace 
didft motion peace, and terms of covenant with us ; and. 
having iirft wellnigh freed us from antichriftian thral- 
dom, didft build up this Britannic empire to a glorious 
and enviable height, with all her daughter-illands about 
her-, ftay us in this felicity, let not the obftinacy of our 
half-obediehce and wiU-worQiip bring forth that viper of 
feditioD, that for thefe fourfcore years hath been breed- 
ing to eat through the entrails of our peace ; but let 
her caft her abortive fpawn without the danger of this 
travailing and throbbing kingdom : that we may ftill 

remember 
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remember in wir folemn thanklgivings, how for us, the 
northern ocean even lo the frozen Thule was fcattered 
■with the proud fliipwrecks of the Spanifh armada, and 
- the very maw of Hell ranfacked, and made to give up her 
concealed deftrudtion, ere ftie could vent it in that hor- 
rible and damned blaft. 

O bow much more glorious will'thofc former deliver- 
ances appear, when we fhall know them not only to 
have faved U3 from greatefl; mifcries paft, but to have re- 
ferred us for greateft happinefs to come ? Hitherto thou 
haft but freed us, and that not fully, from the unjuft and 
tyrannous claim of thy fc^cs, now unite us entirely, and 
appropriate us to thyfelf, tie us everlaftingly in' wiUing 
Iranisge to the prerogative of thy eternal throne. 

And now we know, O thou our moft certain hope and 
defence, that thine ctfemies have been confulting all (he 
forcerira of the great whore, and have joined their plots 
■with that fad intelligencing tyrant that mifcliiefs the 
world with his mines of Ophir, and lies thirfting to re- 
Teng)e his naval ruins that have larded our fcas : but let 
thern all take counfel together, and let it come to nought; 
let them decree, and do thou cancel it ; let them gather 
themfelvcs, and be fcattered ; let them embattle them- 
felves, and be broken ; let them embattle, and be broken, 
for thou art with us. 

Then, amidft the hymns and hallelujahs of faints, fome 
one may perhaps be heard offering at high ftrains in new 
and lofty meafures, to iing and celebrate thy divine mer- 
cies and marvellous judgments in this land throughout 
all ages ; whereby this great and warlike nation, inftruft- 
ed and inured to the fervent and continual practice of 
truth and righteoufnefs, and cafting far from her the ra^ 
of her old vices, may prefs on hard to th:it high and 
happy emulation to be found the fobereft, wifeft, and 
moA Chriltian people at that day, when thou, the eternal 
and Ihortly-expeAed King, fhattopen the clouda to judge 
the feveral kingdoms of the world, and diftributing na- 
tional honours and rewards to religious and juft com- 
monwealths, ihall put an end to all earthly tyrannies, 
proclaiming thy univerfal and mild monarchy througli 
heaven and earth j where they undoubtedly, that by their 
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labours, counfels, and prayers, have been earneft fbr the 
common good of religion and their country, Ihall receive 
above the inferiour orders of the bleffed, thermal addition 
of principalities, legions, and thrones into their glorioiB 
titles, and in fupereminence of beatific vilion, pro- 
greffing the datelefs and irrevoluble circle of eternity, 
fliali clafp infeparable hands with joy and blifs, in orer- 
meafure for ever. 

' , But they contrary, that by the Impairing and diminu- 
tion of the true faith, the diftreffea andfervitude of thdr 
country, afpire to high dignity, rule and promotion hcre^ - 
after a diameful end in this life (which God grant them), 
Ihall be thrown down eternally into the darkeft and 
deepeft gulf of Hell, where, under the defpifeful cootrol^ 
jhe trample and fpurn of all the ciher damned, ihat in 
Ihe anguifh of their torture, Ihall have no other eafe than 
to exercife a raving and beftial tyranny over tbcro as 
their flaves and negroes, they ihall remain in that plight 
for ever, the bafeft, the lowermoil, the moft deja^wt 
jiuft underfoot, and downtrodden vaiTals of perditimiu 
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PRELATICAL EPISCOPACY, 



.And whether it may be deductd from the apojicilcal times^ hy virlgf gf 
. tba/e tejlmomes vjbich are alleged to that fttrpofe in jome liUf 
treali/es; one whereof goei under the name ofjameiArchbyhop of 
Armagh. 
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Lpiscopact, as it is taken for an ofdcr in the church 
above a prefbyter, oc as we commonly name hhn, Ae 
minifter of a congregation, is cither of divine conftito- 
lion, or of human. If only of human, we have the fame 
humMi privilege that ail men have ever had iince Adan^ 
being bom free, &nd in the mifirefs iiland of all the 
Britilh, to retain this epifcopacy, or to remove it, confuU- 
ing with OUT own occafions and conveniencies, and ifX 
the prevention of our own dangers and difquiets, in what 
beil manner we can devife, without running at a lofs, as 
we mnfl: needs in thofe ftale and ufelefs records of either 
uncertain or unfound antiquity ; which, if we hold faft to 
the grounds of the reformed church, can neither fkill of 
us, nor we of it, fo oft as it would lead us to th« broken 
reed of tradition. If it be of divine conftitution, to 
fatisfy us fully in that, the fcripture onlyis able, it being 
the only book left us of divine authority, not in any thing 
more divine than in the allfufficiency it hath to furnith us, 
as with all other fpiritual knowledge, fo with this in par- 
ticular, f'ctting out to us a perfedl man of God, accom- 
pliihed to all the good worts of his char^ : through all 
which book, can be nowhere, either by plain text or foiid 
reafooing, found any difference between a bifhop and a 
f reibyier, fave that theybe two names to iignify the gme 
ordct. Notwithftanding this cleameft, and that by ali 
evidence of argument, Timothy and Titos (whom our 
prelates claim to imitate only in the coiitroUiDg part 
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of their office) had rather the vicegerency of an apoftle- 
ftiip committed to them, than the ordinary charge of a 
biftiopric, as being men of an extraordinary calling ; 
yet to verify that which St. Paul foretold of fucceeding 
times, when men began to have itching ears, then not 
contented with the plentiful and wholefome fountains of 
the gofpel, they began after their own lufts to heap to 
themfelves teachers, and as if the divine fcripture wanted 
a fupplement, an^ were to be eked out, they cannot 
think any doubt refolved, and any doftrine confirmed, 
unlefs they run to that indigelted heap and fry of authors, 
which they call antiquity. Whatfoever time, or the heed- 
lefs hand of blind chance, hath drawn down from of old. 
fo this prefent, in her huge dragnet, whether, fifli or fea- 
weed, fiiells, or fhmba, unpicked, unchofen, thofe are the 
fediers. Seeing, therefore, fome men, deeply converfant 
in books, have had fo little care of late to give the world 
a hetter account of their reading, than by divulging 
needlefs tradlates fluffed with fpecious names of Ignatius 
and Polycappus ; with fragments of old raartyrologies axid. 
legends, to diftradt and ftagger the multitude of credu- 
lous readers, and miflead them from their ftrong guards 
and places of fafety, under the tuition of holy writ j it 
came into my thoughts to perfuade myfelf, fettii^ all 
diflances and nice refpefts afide, that I could do religion 
and my country no better fervice for the time, than doing 
my utraoft endeavour to recall the people of God from 
thisvain foraging after ftraw, and to reduce them to their 
firm flations under the ftandard of the gofpel; by making 
appear to them, firft the infufficiency, nejtt the incoh- 
reniency, and laftly, the impiety of thefe gay teftimonies, 
thftt their great doctors would bring them to dote on. 
AikI in performing this, I ftiall not ftrive to be move 
exaft in-method, than as their citations lead me. 

Firft,. therefore, concerning- Ignatius fiiall be treated 
fully, when the author thai! come to jnlift upon fome 
places in his cpiftles. Next; to prove a fucceffion of 
twenty-fevea bilhops from Timothy, he cites one Leon- 
tius- bifhop of Magnefia, out of the llth adtof tbeChal- 
cedonian council : this is but an obfcure and iingle wit- 
nefs, and for his faithful dealing who Ihall commend him 

to 
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to us, with this his catalogue of bifhops ? What know 
we further of him, but that he might be as faftious and 
felfe a bifhop as Leontius of AntiorJi, that was a hundred 
years his predeceffor ? For neither the praife of his wif- 
dom, or his virtue, hath left him memorable to pofterity,, 
but only this doubtful relation, which we mull take at his 
word : and how ftiall this teftiraony receive credit from 
his word, whofe. very name had fcarce been thought on 
but for this bare teftimony ? But they will fay, he was a 
member of the council, and that may deferve to gain him 
credit with us. I will not ftand to argue, as yet with fair 
allowance 1 might, that we may as juftly fufpe(n: there 
were fome bad and^fhppery men in. that council, as we 
know there are wont to be in our convocations: nor ihall 
I need to plead at this time, uiat nothing hath been more 
attempted, nor with more fubtlety brought about, both 
anciently by other heretics, and modernly by papifts, than 
to falfify the editions of the councils, of which we have 
none, but from our adverfaries hands, whence canons, 
afts, and whole fpurious councils are thruft upon us; and 
. hard it would be to prove in all, which are legitimate, 
againft the lawful rejcftion of an urgent and free difputer. 
But this Ipurpofe not to take advantage of; for what 
avails it to wrangle about the corrupt editions of councils, 
whenas we know that many years ere this time, which 
was alm'oft five hundred years after Chrift, the councils 
themfelves were foully corrupted with ungodly prelatifm, 
and fo far plunged into worldly ambition, as that it ftood 
them upon long ere this to uphold their now well tafte4 
hierarchy by vi-hat fair, pretext foever they could, in like 
manner as they had now leai'ned to defend many other 
grefs corruptions by as anciqnt, and fuppofed authentic 
tradition as epifcopacy r And what hope can we have of 
this whole couricil to warrant us a matter, four hi^dred 
years at kaft above ttieir time, concerning the diilindtiMi 
of bifhop and prefbyte'r, whenas we find them fuch blind 
judges of things before their ;eyes, in their decrees of pre- 
cedericy^' between, biihopi and bifhop, acknowledging 
Rome fol'the apofloiic throne, and Peter, in that fee, for 
the rot^','' the" bails, 'and the foiindation of the catholic 
church and faith, contrary to the interpretation of more 

andeot 
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ancient fathers? And therefore fiom a miftaken text did 
tbey give to Leo, as Petei''s fucceffor, a kind of preemi- 
nence above the whole council, as Euagrius expreffes (for 
now the -pope was come to that height, as to arrpgate to 
himfelf by his vicars incompetible honoms) and yet ha- 
ving thus yielded to Rome, the univerfal primacy for fp>- 
ritual reafons, as they thought, they conclude their fitting 
-with a carnal and ambitious decree, to give the fecon4 
place of dignity to Conftantinople from reafon of ftate, 
becaufe it was New Rome ; and by like confeguence 
doubtlefs of earthly privileges annexed to each other city, 
wasthebithop thereof to take his place. 

I may fay again therefore, what hope can we have of 
fuch a council, as, beginning in the fpirit, ended thus in 
the fleih ? Much rather fhould we attend to what Eufe- 
bius, the ancienteft writer extant of cburch-hiftory, not- 
withftandiog all the helps he had above thefe, confeffes 
in the 4th chapter of his third book. That it was no eafy 
matter to tell who were thofe that were left blfliops of 
the churches by the apoitles, more than by what a man 
might gather from the Afts of the ApoftleSj and the Epiftles 
of St.Paul, in which number he reckons Tirnothy forbifiiop 
of Ephefus. So as may plainly appear, that this tradition 
ofj)i(hoplng Timothy over Ephefus was but taken, for 
granted out of that place in St. Paul, which was only ^ 
iolreating him to tarry at Ephefus, to do fomething left 
him in charge. Now, if Eufebius, a famous writer, 
thought it fo difficult to tell who were appointed bifhopa 
by the apoftlts, muc'h more may we think it difficult to 
I^ontius, an obfcure bithop, fpeaking beyond hla own 
diocefs : and certainly much more hard was it for either 
of them to determine what kitid of bifllops thefewer^ if 
they had fo little means to know who they were ; and 
much lefs reafon hai?e we to ftand to theii- definitiv-e fen*- 
tence, feeing they have been for^fh to raife up fiich lofty 
biftops and bifhoprics out of places in fcnpture meirely 
mifunderftood. Thus while we leaVe the Bible -to gad 
after the traditions of the ancients, we hear the ampients 
themfelves confeffing, that what knowledge th^ iiad 
In this point was fuch as they riud gatliered from th% 
Bible. ■ ' ' ;■■ ■■"'.- .' . , . 
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Since therefore, antiquity itfelf hath turned over the 
controverfy to that fovereign book which wc had fondly 
ftraggled from, we ftiall do better not to detain this vene- 
rable apparition of Leontius any longer, butdifmife hira 
with his lift of feven and twenty, to fleep unrnolefled in 
his former obfcurity. 

Now for the word nfotrw, it is more likely that Timo- 
■ thy never knew the word in that fenfe : it was the vanity 
of thofe next fucceeding times noi to content themfelvcs 
with the fimplicity of fcripture-phrafe, but muft make a 
new lexicon to name themfelves by ; one will be called 
ifpoirws, or antittcs, a Word of precedence ; another would 
be tCTmed a gnoftic, as Clemens ; a third faccrdos, or 
priefi, and talks of altars; which was a plain fign that 
their doctrine began to change, for which they muft 
change theirexpreffions. But that place of Juftin Martyr 
fervea ratbar to convince the author, than to make for 
him, where the name vfurm -rm dia<pmi, the prefideiit or 
pallor of the brethren (for to what end is he their preft- 
dent, but to teach them ?) cannot be limited to fignify a 
prelatical bilhop, but rather communicates that greek ap- 
pellation to every ordirury preibyter : for there he tells 
what the chriftiane had wont to do in their feveral con- 
gregations, to read and expound, to pray and adminiAcr, 
all which he fays the ir^oEs-ws, or antiftes, did. Are thefc 
the offices only of a bilhop, or fhall we think that every 
congregation where thefe things were done, which he at- 
tributes to this antiftes, had a bifliop prefent among them ! 
Unlefs they had as many antiftites as prefbyters, which 
this place rather feems. to imply ; and fo we may infer 
even from their own alleged authority, " that antiftes was 
nolbing elfe but preibyter." 

As for that namelefs treatife of Timothy's martyrdom, 
only cited by Photius that lived almofl: nine hundred years 
after thrift, it handfomely follows in that author the 
martyrdom of the feven fleepers, that flept (I tell you but 
what -mine author fays) three hundred and feventy and 
two years; for fo long they had been ihut up in a cave 
without meat, and were found living. This ftory of Ti- 
mothy's ephefiao biftiopric, as it follows in order, fo may 
it for truth, if it only fubfift upon its own authority, as it 
, . ,„C„ , doth; 
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^A ; for Photiqs only faith he read it, he does not ?Ter ■, 
\ That other Jegendary piece foiund among the lives of. 
the faints, and fent us from the fliop of the jefiiits at: 
Ixmvain, does but bear the name of Polycrates; how truly, 
who can tell ? and fiiall have forae more weight- with, 
m, ffhen Polycrates can perfuade us of that which heaf-i, 
firms in the fame plac? of Eufebius's fifth book^ that St. 
John was a prieft, and wore tl^e golden breaftplate : and 
why Ihould he convince us mor? with his traditions of 
Timothy's epfcopacy, than he could convince Vi(5loc 
biihop of Rome wjth hrg traditions concerning the feaft 
tiFEafter, w^io, not regarding his irrefragable inflances of 
(Samples taken from Philip and his daughters that were 
pn^heteflTes, or frorp Polycarpus, no nor from ^t. joha 
nimfelf, excommonicated both hira, and all the, afian 
charchesj for celebrating their Eafter judaically ! tie may 
therefore go back to the feven biihops his kinfmen, and 
Ipake his moan to them, that we dleem his traditional 
ware as lightly as Victor did. 

Thofe of Theodoret, Felix, and John of Antioch, are 
Mthorities of later tiroes, and therefore not to be received 
for their antiquity's fake to give in evidence concerning 
an all^;ation, wherein writers, fo much their elders, we 
fee to cafily naifcatry. What if they had told us that, 
Peter, who, as they, fay, left Ignatius bifliop of Antioch, 
went afterwards to Rome, and was bifhop there, as thia 
%natius, and Irenseus, and all antiquity with one moutli 
deliver? there be neveirthelefs a number o^f learned and 
Vif?' proteflants, who have written, and will maintain, 
that Peter^s being at Rome as bifhop cannot iiand with 
(^nfcordance of fcripture. 

Now come the epiftjes of Ignatius to fiiow us,.firrt,, that 
Oncfimus was bithop of Ephefus ; next, to afiert the 
diftrence of bifhop and prefbyter; wherein I wonder that 
lb?n, teachers of the proteftant religion, make no piore 
difficulty of impofing upon our belief a fuppojititioua 
eflfepritig of fome dozen epiftles, whereof five are rejciaed 
SRfpTlrious, containing in them herelies and trifles; whicli 
cannot agree in chronology with Ignatius, entitling hira, 
ircbbifliop of Antioch Theopolis, vvhicfi'name of Theo- 
polis that city had not till Juftinian's time, long after, as 
; Vol. I. F Cedrenus 
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Cedrenus mentions ; which argues bodi the batl>at-od«'^ 
tirne, and the unlkilful fraud of him that foifted this 
epiftle upon Ignatius. In the epiftle to thofe of Tarfus, 
Ir condemns them forminifters of Satan, that fay, *' Chrift 
is God above all." To the Philippiato, them that kept 
their Eafter as the aHan churches, as Polycarpus did, 
and them that fafted upon any Saturd^ or Sunday, 
t^cept one, he coutits as thofe that had daio the Lord. 
To thofe of Anfioch, he lalutes the fubdeacons, chan- 
tere, porters, and exorcifts, as if thefe had bccDL orders 
of the church in his time : thofe other epiAIes ]e6 
qneftioned, are yet fo interlarded with corruptionSi' 
as may juftly endue as with a wholefbme fufpicion' 
(tf the reft. As to the Tralliaos, he writes, that ** a 
bifliop hath power over all beyond all government and 
authority whatfoever," Surdy then no pope can defire' 
inore than Ignatius attributes to every biHiop; but what' 
will become then of ihc archtnihops and primates, if 
every bilhop in Ignatius's judgment be as fupreme as a' 
pope } To the Ephefians, near the very place from 
.whence they fetch their pro^for epifcopacy, there ftands' 
a line that cafts an ill hue upon all the epiftlej *' Let no 
fhan err;'* faith he ; " unlefs a man be within the rays or' 
cnclofureofthe altar, he is deprived of the bread of life." 
I fay not but this may be ftretched to a figurative -con- 
ftm^CHi ; but yet it has an ill look, efpecially being fol- 
lowed beneath with the mention of I know not what 
fecrifices. In the other epiftle to Smyrna, wherein is 
written that " they fliould follow their bifhop as Chrift 
did his Father, and the preibytery as the apoftles ;" not 
to fpeak of the infulfe, and ill laid comparifon, this cited' 
place lies upon the very brim of a noted corruption, 
which, had Uiey that tjuote this pai&ge; ventured to let Mi 
read, all men would have readily feen what grain the tefti-' 
mony had been of, where it is faid, " that it is not lawAil 
without a bifhop to baptize, nor to offer, nor to do facri- 
fice." What can our church make of thefe phrafes but 
feandalous ? And but' a little further he plainly ^lls to 
contradift the fpirit' of God in Solomon, judged by the 
words themfelves ; " My fon," faith he, " honour God and 
the King; but J fay, honour God, and the bi0top as hi^h- 
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pwelJ, bearing the image of God according to his ruling, 
and of Chrift according to his priefting, and after hiai: 
honour the king." Excellent Ignatius ! can ye blame^ 
tie prelates for making much of this epiftie? Certainly; 
if this epiftie can ferve you to fet a biihop above a prefby-- 
ter, it may ferve you next to fet him above a king. ■ Tbefe, 
aud other like place3 in abundance through all thofe fliort 
epiftles, muft either be adulterate, or elfe Ignatius was 
not Ignatius, nor a martyr, but moft adulterate, and cor- 
rupt himfelf. In the midft, therefore, of fo many forgeries, 
where fhall we fix to dare fay this is Ignatius ? As • for 
his ftyle, who knows it, fo disfigured and interrupted as 
it is ? except they think that where they meet with any 
thing found, and orthodoxal, there they find Ignatius. 
And then they believe him not for his own authority, but 
for a truth's fake, which they derive from elfewhere : to 
what end then Ihould they ■ cite him as authentic for- 
epifcopacy, when they cannot know what is authentic in', 
hitn, but by the judgment which they brought with thera,- 
and not by any judgment which they might fafely learn 
from him ? How can they bring fatisfadtion from fuch 
fln author, to whofe very enence the reader muft be fain 
to contribute his own underftanding ? Had' God ever 
intended that we ihould have fought any part of qfeful 
inlhuftion from Ignatius, doobtlefs he would not have 
fo ill provided for our knowledge, aa to fend him to our 
hands in this broken and disjointed plight ; and if he 
intended no fuch thing, we do injurioufly in thinking to 
bifte better the pure evangelic manna, by feafonlng our 
moQths with the tainted fcraps and fr^ments of an un- 
hiown table ; and fearc^ing among the verminous and 
polluted rags dropped ovCTwomfrom the toiling (houlders 
of time, with thefe deformedly to quilt and interlace the 
entire, the fpotlefs, and undecaying robe of truth, the 
daughter not of time, but of Heaven, only bred up here 
bdow in chriflian hearts, between two grave and holy 
norfes, the dodtrine and difcipline of the gofpel. 

Next follows Irensus bifhop of Lyons, who is cited to 
affirm, that Polycarpus " was mwie biftipp of Smyrna by 
theapoftles;" and this, it may fecm, JXHie could better 
tdlthan he who had both feen and heard Polycarpus,: 
■ . ' ' Fa but 
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but when did he hear him ? Himfclf cohfeffes to Pluri- 
tous, when he was a boy. Whether that age in Irenaeus 
may not be liable to many miftakings ; wd whetiber a 
boy may be trailed to take an exaft account of the man- 
ner of a church conflitution, and upon what tenns, and 
within what limits, and with what kind of commifficm 
Polycarpus received his charge, let a man confidcr, ere 
he be credulous. It will not be denied that he might 
have feen Polycarpus in his youlh, a raan of great emi- 
nence in the church, to whom the other prefbyters mi^ 
give way for his virtue, wifdom, and the reverence of 
his ^e ; and fo did Aniccti^, bifhop of Rome, even 
in his own city, give him a kind of priority in ad- 
minifleringthe facrament, as may be read in Eufebius: 
but that we fhould hence conclude a diftin^t, and fuperior 
order from the young obfervation of Irenaeus, nothiog 
yet alleged can warrant us ; imlefs we fliall beUevc fuch 
as would face us down, that Calvin and, after him, Beza 
were bifliops of Geneva, becaufc that in the unfettlcd 
ilate of the church, while things were not fully compofed, 
their worth and learning caft a greater fliare of bufinefi 
upon them, and dire(fted men's eyes principally towards 
them : and yet thefe men were the (hffoiyers of epifco- 
pacy. We fee the fame necefltty in flate affairs ; Brutus, 
that expelled the kings out of Rome, was iac the time 
forced to be as it were a king himfelf, till matters were 
fet in order, as in a free commonwealth. He that had 
feen Pericles lead the Athenians which way he lifted, 
haply would have faid he had been their prince; and 
yet he was but a piowerful and eloquent man in a demo* 
cracy, and had no more at any time than a temporary and 
ele<5tive fway, which was in the will of the people when 
to abrogate. And it is moft likely that in the churdit 
they which came after thefe apoitoHc men, being le&io 
merit, but bigger in ambition, ftrove to invade thofe privi- 
leges by intrufion and plea of right, which Polycvpu^ 
and others like him poffeflcd, from the voluntary furreft- 
'der of men fubducd by the excellency of their heavenly 
gifts ; which becaufe their fucceflbrs had not, and fo 
could neither have that authority, it was their policy to 
divulge that the eminence which Polycarpus and hii 
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^iKils enjoyed, was by right of conftitution, not by free 
will of condefcending. And yet thus far Ireneeus makcg 
againft them, as in that very place to call Polycarpus aa 
apofloJical prefbytcr. But what fidelity his relations had 
in general, we cannot fooner learn than byEufebius, who, 
near the end of his third book, (peaking of Papias, a very 
ancient writer, one that had heard St. John, and was 
known to many that had feen and been acquainted witK 
others of the apoftles, but being of a ihallow wit, and not 
underftanding thofe traditions which he received, filled 
his writings with many new dodtrioes, and fabulous con- 
ceits : he tells us there, that " divers ecclefiaftical men,' 
and IrenEEUS among the reft, while they looked at his 
antiquity, became infeifted with his errours." Now, iflre- 
naeus was fo ralh as to take unexamined opinions fi om a:^ 
author of fo fmall capacity, when he was a man, we Jhoul4 
be more rath ourfelves to rely upon thofe obfervations 
which he made when he was a boy. And thjs may be 3 
fofficient reafon to us why we need no longer mufe at the 
fpreading of many idle traditions fo foon after the apoftlcs, 
while foch as this Papias had the throwing them about, and 
the inconliderate zeal of the next age, that heeded more 
the perfon than the doflrine, had the gathering them up; 
Wherever a man, who had been any way converfant with 
the apoftles, was to be found, thither flew all the inqui- 
fitive cars, although the exercife of right inftruifting wa4 
changed into the curiofity of impertinent fabling : where 
the mind was to be edified with folid do<5lrine, there the 
fency was foothed with folemn ftories : with lefs fervency 
was ftiudied what St. Paul or St. John had written, tharf 
was liftened to one that could fay, Here he taught, here h^ 
flood, this was his flature ; and thus he went habited ; and, 
O happy this houfe that harboured him, and that cold 
flone whereon he refled, this village wherein he wrought 
fueh a miracle, and that pavement bedewed with the warm 
effufion of his laft blood, that fprouted up into eternal 
rofes to crown his martyrdom. Thug, while all theit 
thoughts were poured out upon circumftances, and the 
gazing after fuch men as had fat at table with the apoftles , 
(many of which Chrift hath profefied, yea, though they 
had cafl out devils in bis name, he willnot kix>w at th^ la^ 
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day), by this means they loft their time, and truanted is 
the fundamental grounds of faving knowledge, as was fecn 
ihortly by their writings. Laftly, for Ireoieus, we have- 
caufe to think him lefs judicious in his reports ftom hand 
to hand of what the apoftles did, when we find hiro fo 
negligent in keeping the faith which they wrote, as £o fay 
in his third book againft herefies, that *' the obedience of 
Mary was the caul'e of falvation to herfelf and all man- 
kind ;" and in his fifth book, that " as Eve was feduced 
to fly God, fo the virgin Mary was pcrfuaded to obey 
God, that the virgin Mary might be made the advocate 
of the virgin Eve.' Thus if Irenseus, forhis neamefs to 
the apoftles, muft be the patron of.epifcopacy to us, it is 
no marvel though he be the patron of idolatry to thepapift, 
for the fame caufe. To the epiftle of thofe brethren of 
Smyrna, that write the martyrdom of Polycarpus, and 
ilyle him an apoftolical and prophetical doctor, and hi- 
^,op of the church of Smyrna, I could be content to give 
ibmc credit for the great honour and afFeflion which I 
fee thofe brethren bear him ; and not undefervedly, if it 
be true, which they there fay, that he was a prophet, and 
had a voice from Heaven to comfort him at his death, 
which they could hear, but the reft could not for the 
. hoife and tumult that was in the place ; and befides, if 
his body were fo precious to the chriftians, that he Was 
fiever wont to pull off his Ihoes for one or other that ftill 
itrove to have the oiBce, that they might come in to touch 
his feet ; yet a light fcruple or two I would gladly be re- 
folved in i if Polycarpus (who, as they fay, was a prophet 
that xie>cr failed in what he foretold) had declared to his 
friends, that he knew, by vifion, he ihould die no other 
death than burning, how it came to pafs that the fire, 
yrhen it came to proof, would not do his work, but ftart- 
jng off" like a full fail from the maft, did but refled a 
golden light upon his unviolated limbs, exhaling fuch a 
fweet odour, as if all the incenfe of Arabia had been bur- 
ping; infomuch that when the billmen faw liiat the fire 
vas overawed, and could not do the deed, one of them 
flcps to him and ftabs him with a fword, at which wound 
fti^ abundapce of blood gufhed forth as quenched the 
fire. By all this feUtioa it appears iLot how tber Site vras 
' • ' " " guilty 
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^Uy of his death, and then how can liis faxxpixcyht 
fulfilled i Next, how the fianders-by could be fo iooit: 
jreary of fuch a glorious fight, and fuch 3 iiragrant finell^ 
as to haften the executioner to put out the fire with the 
martyr's blood j unlefs perhaps they thbught, as in all 
perfmnei, that the fmoak would be laoK odorous than the 
dime : yet thefe - good brethren fay he was biihop of 
SQa]ima. No man queflions it, if bifhop and prtAtytet 
were anciently all one, and how does it appear by any 
thing in this teftimony that they were not ? If among hiA 
sAha high titles of prophetical, apoflolical, and moll: adt 
mired of tbofe tim^, he be alfo ' ilyled biihop of the 
church of Smyrna in a kind of fpeech, which the rhetoric 
eians call xar' tHoxm for hi» excellence fake, as being the 
moft famous of all the Smymian pr^ibyters ; it cannot be 
proved neither from this. nor that other place of Irenxu^ 
that he was therefore in dillin<^ and monarchical order 
above the other preibyters ; it is more probable, that if 
the whole preibytery had been as renowned aa he, thejr 
would have termed every one of them fercrally biflbop oif 
Smyrna. Hence it is, that we read fometimes of two 
bifhops in one place ; and had all the preibytera there 
been of like worth, we might perhaps hare read of 
twenty. 

Tertullian accofts us next, (for Polycrates hath had 
iris anfwer) whofe teftimony, Hate but the queilion rights 
is of no more force to deduce epifcopacy, than the two 
former. He fays, that the church of Smyrna had Foly^ 
carpus placed there by John, and the church of Jlome, 
Qemcnt ordained by Peter ; and fo the reft of tho 
churches, did fliow what bifhops they had received by the 
tppointment of the apoftles. None of this will be contra* 
diflcd, for we have it out of the fcripture that bifhops or 
prefbyters, which were the fame, were left by the apoftlet 
in every church, and they might perhaps give fmne fpccial 
charge to Clement, or Polycarpus, or Linus, apd put 
fome fpecia^ truft in them for the experience they had 
of their &ith and conflancy ; it remains yet to be evinced 
out of this and the like places, which will never be, thai 
the word biihop is otherwife taken, than in the langua^ 
of St. Paul and The A&s, for an Older above preihytcrs, 
^. ■ F 4 - Wo 



fl .fjf Prdaiical Ep^paif'. 

•We grantthem bifhops, we grant them worthy men, w« 
grant'thein placed in feveral churches bv the apoftlcs ; w« 
grant that Ireoseus atkd TertulHan omrm this, but that 
they vrecc placed in a fupierior orderabove thepreftyteryi 
HiowfTOm all thele words why, we fhouid grant. It ia 
not' eiioagh tO'fay the apaftle left' this man Ulhop in 
'Home, atid that other in Ephefus, but to fhow.when tbeif 
ulteitid'their own decree fet down by St. i^ul, and rat^ 
all the preibytcrs underlings to one biHiop. fiut 4'appofe 
■Tertulhan bad "madQ an imparity where none was origii 
naily, fhoiild' be movb us, that goes about to prove an im- 
{larit^ between God tlie Father, and G>od theSonj asthofit 
wonds import in hisbook ^ainft Prajceis ? " The Father 
is the whole fubfiance, but the Son a derivation, and poiw 
tion of the whde, as- he himfelf profeffes, becaufe the Fa- 
ther is greater than me." Believe him now for a iaithAil 
Telater' of tradition, whom you fee fttcb an unlaithful 
expounder of the fcripture : befides, in his time, all 
allowable tradition was now loft. For this fame author, 
whom ybu bring to teftify the ordination of Clement to 
the biihopric of Rome by Peter, teftifi*8 alfo, in the begin- 
ning of his treatife concerning chaftity, that thebiftiop of 
Some did then uie to fend forth his «difts by the name of 
Pontifex Maximus, and Epifcopus Epifcoporum, chief 
J)rieft, and bilhop' of bifhops : for fliame then do not urge 
that authority to keep up a bifhop, that will neceflkrily 
engage you to let up a pope. Ji& Uttle can your advan- 
tage bti from Hegefippug, an hiAorian of the fame time, not 
extant, but cited by Eufchius : his words are, that " in 
every city all things fo Hood in his time as the law, and 
the prophets, and our Ix)rd, did. preach." If they fiood 
fo, then flood not bifhops above pre^yters ; for what oar 
Lord and his difciples taught, God be thanked, we hava 
BO need to go learn of him ; and you may as well bop« 
to perfoade us out of the fame author, that Jaines th« 
brother of our Lord was a Nazarite, and that to him only 
it was lawful to enter into the holy of holies; that his food 
taras not upon any thing that had life, iiih or flelh ; that 
be ufed no woqll^ garments, but only linen, and fo as 
be trifles on. 

. If thueforQ the ttr^tion of th^ chuicLweie qow grown 
. - fa 



Of Prehlicd Ept^opagf. 7a 

1e ridScidons, and difconfentbg from the doctrine of the 
apoftles, even in thofe points which were of leaft moment 
to men's particular ends, how well may we be affured it 
was much more degenerated in point of cp'ikoptcy aot^ 
precedency, things which could afford fuch ptauJiJjle prc- 
tencesj foch commodious traverfes for ambition 4nd ava^ 
rice to lurk behind ? 

Aa for thofe Britain bifhops which you cite, take heed 
what you do ; for our Britain bifhops, lefs ancient tha^ 
thefe, were remarkable for nothing more .than their por 
Terty, as Sulpitius Severus and Beda can remeotber you 
of examples good ftore. 

Laftly, (for the fabulous :Metaphraftcs isnot worth an 
juifwer,) that authority of Clemens Aletatidrinusis pot to 
be found in. all his works ; and wherever it be extant, it 
is in controverfy, whether it be Clement's or no; or if k 
were, it fays only that ■ Saint John in fome places confti- 
Jtoted bifliopst qiiellioiile&' he did, but where does Cle« 
mens fay he fet them aboi^e prefbyters ? No man wili 
gainfay the cooftitutioh of biihopa ; but the railing Xhcm to 
a foperior and diftind order above prefbyters, feeing the 
gofpel makes them one and the fame thing, a t^ioufand 
fuch allegations as thefe will not give prelatical epifcopacy 
one chapel of cafe above a parifli church. And thus 
much for this cloud I cannot fay rather than petty fog of 
witnefles, with which epifcopal men would caft a raid: 
before us, to deduce their exjilted epifcopacy from apoC- 
tolic times. Now, although, as all men well know, it be 
the wonted fhift of errour, and fond opinion, when they find 
themfctves outlawed by the Bible,- and forfaken of found 
reafon, to betake them with allfpeed to their old ftarb- 
ii^hole of tradition, and- that wild and overgrown co- 
vert of antiquity, thinking to farm there at large room, 
and fine good ftablingjy-et thus much their own deified 
antiquity betrays them to inform us, that tradition hath 
had very feldom or never the gift of perfuafion; as thaS 
which church hiftories report of thofe eail and weftem 
pafehalifis, formerly fpoken of, will declare. Who 
would have thought that Polycarpua on the one fide 
could have erred in what he law St. John do, or Anicetus 
bjfhop of liome on the other fide, ia what he or fomccrf* 
- 7 "bis 
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Ilia friends might pretend to hwc fcco St. Peter or St Psii 
do; and yet neither of thefe could perfuade cither when 
-tokecp Eafter?- ThelJlte frivolous contention troubled the 
primitive Englifli churches, while Colnianus and WU- 
iride on either fide deducing ^eir opinions, the one finm 
thfr' undeniable example of Saint John, and the learned 
bifhop Anatolius, and laftlythe miraculous Columba, the 
other fibih Saint Peter and the Nicenc council j could 
gain no ground each of other, till king Ofwy, perceiving 
■no likelihood of ending the controverfy that way, wasfeia 
to decide it hknfelf, good ting, with that !lniaU know> ' 
ledge wherewith thofe times had fumilhcd him. So whca 
thofi: pious Greek emperors 'began, as Cedrcnus relates, ■ 
to put down monks, and abolifh images, the old idolaters^ 
-finding themfelves blafted, and driven back -by the pre^ 
-tailing light of the fcripture, fent out their fturdy monki 
called the Abramites, to allege 'for images the anoeat 
fathers Dionyiius, and this our objedled -Irencus : naf, 
they were lb highflown in their antiquity, that they un^ 
■dertook to bring the apoitles, ' and Luke the evat^elif^ 
yea Chrift bimfelf, from certain rerords that were then 
current, to patronize their idolatry : yet for all this the 
worthy emperor Theophilus, even in thofe dark time^ 
chofe rather to nourifh himfelf and bis people witk 
the fincere milk of the gofpel, than to drink ftom the 
mixed confluence of fo many corrupt and poifonous wai- 
ters, as tradition would have pcrfuaded him to, by moft 
"ancient feeming authorities. In like manner all the re--- 
formed churches abroad, unthroning epifcopacy, doubtr 
lefs were not ignorant of thefe teftimonies alleged Xo 
draw it in a line from the apoAIes' days : for furety the 
author will not think he hath brought us now any ne^ 
authorities or confideratiwis into the world, which the 
reformers in other places were not advifed of: and yet 
we fee, the interceiHon of all thefe apodolic Others could 
not prevail with them to alter their refolved decree of re- 
ducing into order their ufurping and overprovendered 
epilcopantsj and God hath" blefled their work this han- 
dred years with a profperous and ftedfaft, and flill happy 
fuccefs. And this may ferve to prove the infufficiencyof 
thefe prefentepifcopid teftimonies, not only in themi- 
•■ ' ' : i- \ . "fclve& 



fclrei tat^inthe account of thofeeverthat Ikvef-been the, 
fdtldwers of truth. It will next behove us to coofidcr the 
isconrenience we Ml into, by ufing ourfelves to be: 
gaided by tbefe kindof teftitnonies. He that thinks it that 
part of a well-learned man to have read diligently the an-: 
dent ilories of the cburchi and to be no firanger in the. 
volumes of the fathers, ihall have all judicious men con-; 
fenting with him ; not hereby to control, and new fangla 
the fcripture, God forbid ! but to mark how corruption 
and apollafy crept in by degrees, and to gather up where-^ 
ererwe find theremuningiparks of ordinal truth, where- 
with to ftop the mouths of our adverfaries, and to bridle 
thenOwith their own curb, who willingly pafs by that 
vbich is orthodoxal in them, and ftudioufly cull oat that 
which is commentitious, and beft for their turns, not 
weighing the fathers in the balance of fcripture, but 
fcripture in the balance of the fathers. If wc, therefore, 
tnaking firA the gofpel our rule and oracle, fhall take the 
good which we light on in the fathers, and fet it to op., 
pofe the evil which other men ftek from them, in this 
way of fkirmifh wc fhall ealtly mafter all fuperftition and 
falie doctrine; but if we turn Uiis our difcreet and wary 
ufage of them into a blind devotion towards them, and 
whatfoever we find written by them j we both forfake one 
own grounds and reafom which led us at iiiil to part 
from Rome, that is, to hold to the fcriptures again# all 
antiquity ; we remove our caufe into our adverfarits' own 
coart, and take up there thofc caft principles, which will 
foon caufe us to foder up with them again ; inafmuch 
as believing antiquity for itfelf in any one point, we bring 
an engagement upon onrfelves of affenting to all that it 
tharges^^pon us. For fuppofc we Ihould now, ncglet^ting 
that which is clear in fcripture, that a bifliop and prefbyter 
is all one both in name and office, and that what was done 
by Timothy and Titus, executing an extraordinary place, 
«s fellow-labourers with the apoftles, and of a univerfal 
charge in planting chriftianity through, divers regions, 
cannot be drawn into particular and daily example ; fop- 
pofe that nejglciSting this clearnefa of the text, we (hould, 
fey the uncertain and corrupted writings of fucceeding 
times, dcterpaiQC that biihop and faoelbyler are difictea^ 
- . becaufe 
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becaafe we dare not deny wfiat'Ignatms, or^r^er thit 
Ferkin Warbeck.of Ignatius, (i^j. then muft we Jbe Ottti 
firained to take upon onrfejves a ,thou(and fupe^itjoni 
uid faHlties, which the papilfs will prove ujs dO^n is, 
from as good authorities, snd;aa ancient ssJhcie/tbat fets 
bifhop above a prelbyter. And the plain to'fttb ia, (hat.wheli 
any of our men, of thofe that- are-wedded td aQti<^t7( 
come to difpnte with a papiilj -aoid leavingthe ieriptuits 
put themfelves withont appeal! to- the fentjenee of fynods 
and councils, ufing in the oatrfe.of Sioh ihQ hii^d foldiery 
of revolted Ifrael; where they give the Romanics one 
buff, they receive two counterbiafls. Were it therefore 
but in this regard, every true hiihopflioiild be 3,imiA to 
conquer in his caufe by fuch authorities as thefe,' which 
if we admit for the authority's. fake, we open a broad paf- 
fage for a multitude of dbdirines,. that have no ground ia 
fcrjptnre, to break in upon us. ■ , ■ . , 

Laftly, I do not know, it being ondeniaUe that there 
are bat two eccleiiaftical orders, bifhops and deacoBS, 
mentioned in the gofpel, how it can be lefs than impiety 
•o make a demur at that, which is there fo perfpicuous, 
confronting and paralleling the lacred vferity of St. Paul 
with the offals and fwcepings of antiquity, that met as 
accidentally and abfurdly, as Epicurus's atoms, to 
patch np a Lcucippean Ignatius, inclining ralber to make 
thisphantafm an expounder, or. indeed a depraver of St, 
Paul, than St Paul an exaraiiTcr^ and difcoverer of this 
impoftorfhip ; nor caring how lightly they put off the 
verdifl of holy text unfalved, that fays plainly there be 
but two orders, fo they maintain the reputation of their 
imaginary doftor that proclaims three. Certainly if 
Chrift's apoftle have fet down but two, then according 
■to his own words, though he himfelf fliould unfay it, and 
not only the angcl of Smyrna, but an angel from Heaven, 
ihould bear us down that there be .three. Saint Paul has 
doomed him twice, " Let him be accurfed ;" for Chrift 
hath pronounced that no tittle of his word Ihall fall to 
the ground ; and if one jot be alterable, it is as poffible , 
.that all fhoijd perifh : and this (hall be our rightcoufncfe, 
our ample warrant, and firong affurance, both now and 
at the laff day, oever.to be aJhamed ofj againA all thp 
... ' heaped 
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leaped names of angels and martyrs, councils and fethers, 
urged upon us, if we have given ourielves up to be taught 
by the pure and living precept of God's word only ; 
which, without more additions, nay with a forbidding of 
them, hath-within jtfftff thcpromifc of eternal' \\% the 
end of all our wearifome labours, and all our fuftain- 
ing hopes. But if apy (ball flrive to fct up his ephod 
and teraphim of antiquity againft the brightnefs and per- 
feftionof the gofeel j let him fear left he and his Baal be 
turned into Bolneth. And thus much may fuffice to 
ihow, that the pretended epifcopacy cannot be deduced 
from the a.poIlolical times. 
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Xn the publifliing of human laws, which for the moil; 
part aim not beyond the good of civil fociety, to fct them 
barely forth to the people without reafon or preface, like 
3 phyfical prefcript, or only with threatenings, as it were 
a lordly command, in the judgment of Plato was thought 
to be done • neither generoufly nor wifely. Hi* adwcc 
was, feeing that perfuafion certainlyia a more winning, and 
more manlike way to keep men in obediencethan fear, that 
to fuch laws as were of principal moment, there flimdd be 
ufed as an induilion Ibme welJtempered difcourfe, fliow- . 
ing how good, how gainful, how happy it muft needs 
be to live according to honefty and jufticc ; which being 
uttered with thofe native colours and graces of fpcecb, as 
. true eloquence, the daughter of virtue, can belt beftow 
Upon her mother's praifes, would fo incite, and in a man- 
tier charm, the multitude into the love of that which is 
really good, as to embrace it ever after^ not of cnfiom and 
awe, which moll men do, but of choice and purpofe, with 
true and conftant delight. But this praAice we may 
learo from a better and more ancient authority than any 

lieatbeii 
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Iteithen writer hath to give us; and indeed being a "point ' 
*tf fo high wifdom and worth, how could it be but wc- 
flioaldfihd it in that book, within whofe facred context all 
wifdom is unfolded ? Mofes, therefore, tb: only lawgiver 
that we can believe to have been vifibly t ught of God,' 
blowing liow vain it was to write laws to men whofe" 
hearts were not firft^feafoned with the knowledge of God' 
aod of his works, began from thcbookofGeneiis, as a pro- 
logue to his laws ; which Jofephus right wdl hath noted : 
diatthe nation of the Jews, reading therein the univerfel 
goodnefs of God to aU creatures in the creation, and hia 
peculiar favour to them in his ele^on of Abraham their an-' 
oeftor from whom they could derive fomany blefliogsupoa 
tjiemfelves, might be moved to obey fincerely, by know-; 
ii^ fo good a reafon of their obedience. If then, in the 
adminiftration of civil juftice, and under the obfcurity of 
ceremonial rites, fuch care was had by the wifeft of the^ 
heathen, and by Mofes among the Jews, to inftrmft them 
at leaft in a general reafon M that government to which- 
tiwir fubjedtion was required; how much more ought the. 
ipembcrs of the church, uader the Gofpel, feek to inform 
their undcrftanding in the reafon of that go^'emment, 
which the church claims to Have over them ? jEfpeciaHy 
fer that church hath in her immediate cure thofe inner 
parts and affections of the mi^d, where the feat of reafoa 
is having power to examine our fpiritual knowledge, and 
to demand from us, in God's behalf, a fervice entirely 
reafonable. But becaufe about the manner and order of 
this government, whether it ought to be pi'cfbyterial or 
prdstical, fuch endlcfs queftion, or rather uproar, is 
arifen in this land^ . as may be ijuftly termed what tha 
fever is to the phyficians, the eternal reproach of our di- 
vines, whilft other profound clerks of late greatly, as they 
coaeeivc, to the advancement of prelaty, are fo eameftly 
EQetin^out the Lydian proconfular A£a, toma^g;ood|)n 
prime metropolis of Ephefus, as if fome of our prelates in 
all hafte meant to change their foil, and become neigh- 
bours to the Englifli bifhop of Chalctedon ; and whilft 
good Breerwood as bufily beftirs himfelf in oiir vulgar 
loi^ue, to divide precifely th^ three patriarchates o^ 
fiomcj Alexandria, and Antioch 1 and -whether toaoyof 
"' ■• thefe 
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tliefe England' doth belong; I iball in the mean whilt 
iiotceaie4obope,'tbrougfc theTnercy and-giace of Oirifi, 
the head and hiiibaDd ck' \m church, that ^gland Ihort^ 
is to belong, neither to Tee patriarchal, nor fee prelatica^ 
but to the feithful feeding and difciplining of fhat micifte- 
rial order, which the bleifed apexes conftituted tluough' 
out the- churches; and this I Ihall aflay to prove, can be db 
ether than that ofprefbyters and deacons. And if any man 
incline to think lundertakcatalktoodifficultformyyeaa:^ 
I tmft, through the fupreme enlightening affifiance ^ 
otherwife ; formy years, be they few or mat^, what impc»ts 
it? So they bring reafon, let that be looked on : and for the 
talk, frocn hence that the quellion in hand is fo needful to be 
known at -this time, chiefly by every meaner capacity, and 
contains in it the explication of many admin^le and hea- 
'venly privileges re«:hed out to us by the gofpel, I con- 
dude the talk muft be eafy : God having to this md or- 
flained his gofpel to be the revelation of his power and 
wifdom in Chrift Jefus. And this is one depth of his wif-< 
dom, that he could lb plainly reveal fo great a meafure of 
it to the grafs diftorted apprehenfion of decayed mankind.! 
XrCt others, therefore, dread and Ihun the fcriptures £»* 
tbc^r darkneb ; I fhall with 1 may deferve to be reckGDcd 
smong thofe who admire and dwell upon them for their 
clearaefs. And this feemfrto be the caufe why in thofe 
places of holy writ, wherein is treated of chm-ch-goTnm- 
nent, the reafons thereof are not formally and profefledly 
fet down, bccsaufe to him that heeds attentively the diiA 
and fcope of chrifiian profeilion, they ealily imply them-' 
fetves ; which thing further to esplain, having now prs^ 
£uxd enough, I ihall no longer dder. 

C H A P. I. 

99f (*«^%rtwrtmi«* it fn^htd in the gefpel, and that ufay ethtf 
- iuife is wifound. 

1 Er« firA and greateft reafpn of church-govenunent vt 
may fecucely, with thcaflentof manyon theadverfe part, 
«£rm to be, becaufe we find it fo ordained and fet out to 
«u bgr the appointiQent of God iu the fcriptore&i but whe* 

thcr 
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tha: this be pi:'eJb)rterial, or prelaticalf it cannot be 
iroi^t to the fcamiing, until I have faid what is meet to 
fome wiio do not think it for the eale of their inconse- 
quent opinipns, to grant that church-difcipUne is plat- 
ftffmed in the Bible,Tjut that it is left to the difcretion of 
men. To this conceit erf theirs I anfwer, that it is both 
uofound and untrue ; for there is not that thing in the 
woiid of more grave and ui^ent importance throughout 
the whole life of man> than is difcipline. What need I 
inftance? He that hath read with judgment, of nations and 
ccyunonwealths, of cities and camps, of peace and war, 
fea and land, will readily agree that the flourifhing and 
decaying of all civil focielies, all the moments and turn- 
ings of human occafions, are moved to and fro as upon 
tbe axle of difcipline. So that whatfoever power or fway 
in mortal things weaker men have attributed to fortune, 
I durft with more confidence (the honour of divine provi- 
dence ever faved) afcribe either to the vigour or the flack- 
Mfe of difcipline. ^Nor is there any fociable perfe6lion 
m this life, civil or iacred, that can be above difcipline ; 
bat Ihe is that which with her mulical cords preferves 
and holds all the parts thereof togetlier. Hence in thofc 
pcrfcift armies of Cyrus in Xenophon, and Scipio in the 
Rooun ftorles, the excellence of military fkill wasefteem- 
«1> not by the not needing, but by the readieft fubmitting 
to the ediftsof their commander. And certainly difcipline 
is not only the removal of diforder; biit if any vifible 
fliape can be given to divine things, the very vifible fhape 
and image of virtue, whereby fhe is not only feen in the 
regular geftures knd motions of her heavenly paces as ihe 
walks, but alfo makes the harmony of her voice audible 
to mortal ears. Yea, the angels themfelves, in whom no 
diforder is feared, as the apoftle that faw them in his rap- 
ture defcribes, are diilinguiihed and quatemioned into 
their celeftial princedoms and fatrapies, according as God 
himfelf has writ hisimperial decrees through the great pip- 
vinces of Heaven. The flate alfo of the bleffed in Para- 
dife, thopgh never fo perfeift, is not therefore left without 
difcipline, whofe golden furveying reed marks out .and 
meafqres every quarter and circuit of Newjerufalem. Yet 
Vo^i. I. G is 
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is it not to be conceived, that thofe eternal effluences of 
lan^ty and love in the glorified faints fhould by this 
means be confined and cloyed with repetition of that 
which is prefcribed, biit that our happinefs may orb itfelf 
into a thouland vagancies of glory and delight, and with 
a kind of eccentrical equation be, as it were, an invariable 
planet of joy and felicity ; how much lefs can we believe 
that Gtod would leave his frail and feeble, though not lefe 
beloved church here below, to the perpetual Ihimble of 
conjeiEture and difiurbance in this our dark voyage* with- 
out the card and compafs of difcipline ? Which i^ fo 
bard to be of man's making, that we may fee even in the 
guidance of a civil ftate to worldly happinefs, it is not for 
every learned, or every wife man, though many of them 
confult in common, to invent or frame a difcipline : but 
if it be at all the work of man, it muft be of fuch a one 
as is a true knower of hirafelf, and in whom contempla- 
tion and praflice, wit, prudence, fortitude, and eloquence, 
muft be rarely met, both to comprehend the hidden 
caufes of things, and fpan in his thoughts all the various 
e£fe(5l3, that paflion or complexion can work in man's na- 
ture ; and hereto muft his hand be at defiance with gain, 
and his heart in all virtues heroic ; lb tar is it firom the 
ken of thefe wretched prtge^ors of ours, that befcrawl 
their pamphlets every day with new forms of govern- 
ment for our church. And therefore all the ancient law- 
givers were either truly infpired, as Mofes, or were fuch 
men as with authority enough might give it out to be fo, 
as Minos, Lycurgus, Numa, becaufe they wifely fore- 
thought that men would never quietly fubmit to fuch a 
difcipline as had not more of God's hand in it than man's. 
To come within the narrownefs of houfehold govern- 
ment, obfervatioo will ihow us many deep counfellors of 
Itale and judges to demean themfelvcs inctvruptly in the 
fettled coorfe of af&irs, and many worthy preachers up- 
right in their lives, powerful in their andience : but look 
upon either of thefc men where they are left to their own 
dilbiplining at home, and yon (hail foon perceive, for all 
their fmgle knowledge and uprightnefe, how deficient 
they are in tbe regulating of their own iamily ; not only 

ia 
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in what may Concefn the virtuous and decent comppfure 
of their minds in their feveral places, but that which is of 
a lower and eafier performance, the right poffeffing of the 
outward veflcl, their body, in health orficknefs, reft or la- 
bour, diet or abftinence, whereby to render it more pliant 
to the foul, and ufeful to the commonwealth: which if 
men were but as good to difcipline themfelves, as fome 
are to tutor their horfes and hawks, it could not be fo 
grofs in moft houfeholdg. If then it appear fo hard, and 
fo little known how to govern a honfe well, which is 
thought of fo eafy difchai^e, and for every man's under- 
taking ; what fkiil of man, what wifdom, what parts can 
be fufficient to give laws and ordinances to the e\t&. 
houfehold of God ? If we could imagine that he had left 
it at random without his provident and gracious ordering, 
fliio is he fo arrogant, fo prefumptuous, that durft 
difpofe and guide the living ark of the Holy Ghoft, 
though he fliould find it wandering in the field of Beth- 
Ihemefh, without the conlcious warrant of fome high 
calling ? But no profane infolence can parallel that which 
our prelates dare avouch, to drive outrageoufly, and fiiat- 
ter the holy ark of the church, not borne upon their 
flioulders with pains and labour in the word, but drawn 
with rude oxen their officials, and their own brute inven- 
tions. Let' them make Ihows of reforming while thej' 
will, fo long as the church is mounted upon the prelatical 
cart, and not as it ought, between the hands of the mi- 
nifters, it will but fhake and totter ; and he that fets to 
his hand, though with a good intent to hinder the (hog- 
ging of itj in this unlawful waggonry wherein it rides, 
let him beware it be not fatal to him as it was to Uzza. 
Certainly if God be the father of his family the church, 
wherein could he exprefs that name more, than in train- 
ing it up under his own allwife and dear economy, not 
turning it loofe to the havoc of ftrangei-s and wolves, that 
would alk no better plea than this, to do in the church 
of Chrift whatever humour, faftion, policy, or licen(ious 
will would prompt them to ? . Again, if Chrift be the 
Church's hufbahd, expelling her to be prefenled before 
him a pure unfpotted virgin ; in what could he Ihow his 
tender love to her more, than in prefcribing his own 
, G 2 ways, 
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ways, which he beft knew would be to the improrement 
of her health and beauty, with much greater care doidit- 
lefS) than the Perfian king could af^oint for his queen 
Efther thofe maiden di^tinge and fet prefcrlptiona of baths 
and odours, which may render her at laft more amiaHe 
to his eye ? For of any age orfcx, moft unfitly may a^ir- 
^n be left to aa uncertain and arbitrary education. Yea, 
though flie be well inftruifled, yet is fhe ftill under a 
juore ftrait tuition, efpecially if betrothed. In like man- 
lier- the church bearing the fame rcfemblance, it were not 
reafon to think fhe'fhould be left deftitute of that care, 
which is as neceffary and proper to her as inftruiSlion. For 
public preaching indeed is the gift of the Sphit, workiDg 
as beft feems to his fecret will; but difcipline is the prac- 
tic work of preaching dircfted- and applied, as is moft 
requifite, to particular duty; without which it were all 
one to the benefit of fouls, as it would be to the cure of 
bodies, if all the phyficians in London Ihonld get into the 
feveral pulpits of ihe city, and aflembling all the difeafed ^ 
in every parifti, ftiould begin a learned lc«Sure of pleiiri- 
iies, palfies, lethargies, to which perhaps none there pre- 
fent were inclined ; and fo, without fo much as feeling one 
pulfe, or giving the Icaft order to any Ikilful apothecary, 
ihould difmifs them from time to time, f6me groaning, 
fome languifhing, fome expiring, with this only charge, 
to look well to themfelves, and do as they hear. Of what 
excellence and neceffity then church-difcipline is, how 
beyond the faculty of man to frame, and how dangerous 
to be left to man's invention, who would be every foot 
turning it to finifter ends; how properly alfo it is the 
work of God as father, and of Chrift as hufband, of the 
church, we have by thus much heard. 

CHAP. II. 

That church-pvernmcnt is fit dovin In holy fcr'tplure, and that ta Jaj 
cthfrwife is tmli uc. 

A.S therefore it is unfoufid to fay, that God hath not ap- 
pointed any fet government in his church, fo is it untrae. 
Of the time of the law there can be no doubt ; for to let 
pafs the firft inftitution of priefls and Levites, which is 

too 
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too dear to be infifted upon, when the temple came to 
be built, which in plain judgment could breed no effen- 
tialdiange, either in religion, or in the prieftly govern- 
ment; yet God, to Ihow how little he could endure that 
men ihould be tampering and contriving in his worfhip, 
though in. things of lefs regard, gave to David for Solo- 
mon, not only a pattern and model of the temple, but 
a direction for the courfes of the priefis and Levitcs, and 
for all the work of their fervice. At the return from the 
captivity, things were only reftored after the ordinance of 
Mofes and David ; or if the leaft alteration be to be found, 
tbey had with them iufpired men, prophets; and it were 
not fober to fay they did aught of moment without divine 
iutimation. In the prophecy of Ezekiel, from the 40th 
chapter onward, after the deftrudtion of the temple, God, 
by his prophet feeking to wean the hearts of the Jews 
from their old law, to expetS a new and liiore perfe<9: re- 
formation under Chrift, fets out before their eyes the 
ftately fabric and conftitution of Ms church, with all the 
ccclefiaftical func^ons appertaining : indeed the defcrip- 
tion is as forted beft to the apprehenfion of thofe times, 
typical and Ihadowy, but in fuch manner as never yet 
came to pafs, nor ever muft literally, unlefs we mean to 
annihilate the gofpel. But fo exquifite and lively the 
defcription is in pourtraying the new ftate of the church, 
and efpecially in thofe pomts where government feems 
to be moft active, that both Jews and Gentiles might 
have good caufe to be afliired, that God, whenever 
he meant to reform his church, never intended to leave 
the government thereof, delineated here in fuch curious 
architefture, to be patched afterwards, and yarnifhed 
Over with the devices and embelliftiings of man s imagi- 
nation. Did God take fuch delight in meafuring out 
the pillars, arches, and doors of a material temple ? Was 
he fo pundual and circumfpedt in lavers, altars, and facri- 
ficcsfoon after to be abrogated, left any of'thefe ftiOuld 
have been made contrary to his mind ? Is not a far more 
perfect work, more agreeable to his perfeftions in the moft 
perfe<ft ftate of the church militant, the new alliance of 
God to man ? Should not he rather now by his own pre- 
fctibed difcipUne have caft his line and level upon the 
G a foul 
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foul of man which is his rational temple, and, by tbe.di' 
vine fquare ^nd compafs thereof, form and regenerate in 
us the lovely ihapes of virtues and graces, the fooner to 
edify and accomplilh that immortal ftature of Chrift's 
Jx)dy, which is his church, in all her glorious lineaments 
and proportions ? And that this indeed God hath done for 
us in thegafpel we fliall fee with open eyes, not under a veil. 
We may pals over the hiftory of the A£ts and other places, 
turning cnly to thofe cpiftlcs of St. Paul to Timothy and 
Titus; where the fpiritual eye may difcem more goodly 
and gracefully eredled, than all the magnificence of tem- 
ple or tabernacle, fuch a heavenly ftrudlure of evangelic^ 
difcipline, fo diffuiive of knowledge and charity to the 
profperous increafe and growth of the church, that it 
cannot be wondered if that elegant and artful fymm^try 
of the promifed new temple in Ezekiel, and all thofc 
fumptiious things under the law were made to lignify the 
inward beauty and fplendour of the Chriftlan church thus 
governed. And whether this be commanded, let it now 
be judged. St. Paul after his preface to the firft of Timo- 
thy, which he concludes in the 17th verfe with Amen, 
enters upon the fubjeft of this epiftle, which is to eftablifii 
the church-government, with a command : " This charge 
I commit to thee, fon Timothy : according to the pro- 
phecies which went before on thee, that thou by them 
mighteft war a good warfare." Which is plain enough thus 
expounded : This charge I commit to thee, wherein I now 
go about to inftrutft thee how thou Ihalt fet up church- 
difcipline, that thou mighteft war a good warfare, bearing 
thyfelf conftantly and faithfully in the miniftry, which, 
in the firft to the Corinthians, is a.lfo called a warfare ; and 
fo after a kind of parenthefis concerning Hymenteus, he 
returns to his command, though under the mild word of 
exhorting, chap, ii, ver. 1, " I exhort therefore;" as if 
he had interrupted his former command by the occafional 
mention of Hyroenseus. More beneath in the 14tb verie 
of the third chapter, when he hath delivered the duties of 
bifhops or prefbyters, and deacons, not once naming any 
other order in the church, he thus adds ; '^ Thefe things 
write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee fliortly (fuch 
necfeffity it feems there was) but if I tarry long, that thou 
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mayeft know how thou oughteft to behave thyfdf in the 
houfe of God." From this place it may be juftly aflced, 
whether Timothy by this here written, might know what 
was to be known concerning the orders of church gover- 
nors or no ? If he might, then, in fuch a clear text as this, 
may we know too without further jangle ; if he might not, 
then did St. Paul write infufficiently, and moreover faid 
not true, for he faith here he might know ; and I perfuade 
myfelf he did know ere this was written, but that the 
apoftle had more regard to the inftrudtion of us, than to 
the informing of him. In the fifth chapter, after fome 
other church-precepte concerning difciplinc, mark what 
a dreadful command follows, ver. 21: "I charge thee 
before God and the Lord Jefas Chrift, and the eleiSl an- 
gels, that thou obferve thele things." And as if all were 
DOtyetfurc enough, he clofes uptheepiftlewith an adjur- 
ing charge thus ; " I give thee charge in the fight of God, 
who quickeneth all things, and before Chrifl: Jefus, that 
thou keep this commandment ;" that is, the whole com- 
mandment concerning difcipline, being the main purpofe 
of the epiftle: although Hooker would fain have this 
denouncement referred to the particular precept going be- 
fore, becaufe the word commandment is in the Angular 
number, not remembering that even in the firil chapter of 
this epiftle, the word commandment is ufed in a plural 
•fenfe, ver. 5 : " Now the end of the commandment is 
charity ;" and what more frequent than in like manner 
to fay, the law of Mofes ? So that either to reftrain the 
fignificance too much, or loo much to enlarge it, would 
make the adjuration either not fo weighty, or not fo per- 
tinent. And thus we find here that the rules of church- 
difcipline are not only commanded, but hedged about 
with fuch a terrible impalement of commands, as he that 
will break through wilfully to violate the leaft of them, 
muft hazard the wounding of his confcience even unto 
death. Yet all this notwithftanding, wc fhall find them 
broken well nigh all by the fair pretenders even of the next 
ag^B. J^o lefs to the contempt of him whom they feign 
to be the archfounder of prelaty, St. Peter, who, by what he 
writes in the fifth chapter of his firft epiftle, fhould feem 
tp be far another man than tradition reports him : there he 
G 4 comniits 
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commits lo the preft>y ters only fuU authority, both of feed- 
ing the flock and epifcopating ; and commands that obe- 
dience be given to them as to the mighty hand of God, 
which is his mighty ordinance. Yet all this was as no- 

. thing to r^iel the^JirenturouB boldnefs of innoyation thai 
eitfued, changing the decrees of God that are immutable, 
as if they had been breathed by man. Neverthelefs when 
Chrift, by thofe vifions of St, John, foreftiows the refor- 
mation of his church, he bids him take bis reed, and 
mete it oiit again after the firft pattern, for he prefcribe* 
him np other. " Arife, faid the Angel, and meafure the 
temple of God, and ,the altar, an(J them that worfliip. 
therein." What is there in the world can meafure men 
but difeipline ? Our word ruling imports no lefs. Doc- 
trine indeed (s the meaiure, or at leaft the reafon of the 
meafure, it is true ; but unlefslhe meafure be applied to 
tjiat which it is to meafure, how can it actually do its pro- 
per work ? Whether therefore difeipline be all one with 
dodlrine, or the particular application thereof to this or 
that perfon, we all agree that dodb-ine muft be fuch only 
as is commanded; or whether it be fomething really dif-> 
ieriug from doctrine, yet' was it only of Glod's appoint- 
ment, as being the mod adequate meafure of the church 
and her children, which is here the office of a great evan- 
gelift, and, the reed given him from Heaven. But that 
part of the temple which is not thus meafured, fo far, 
is it from being in God's tuition or delight, that in the 
following vei'fe he rejeiSts it; however in fliow and vifi- 
bility it may feera a part of his church, yet in as much m 
it lies thus untneafured, he leaves it tp be trampled by the 

' gentiles; that is, to be polluted with idolatrous and gea- 
tilifli rites and ceremonies. And that the principal refor- 
mation here foretold is already come to pafs, as well ia 
difeipline as in do£trine, the ftate of our neighbour 
churches aiFord us to behold. Thus, through all the pe- 
riods and changes of the church, it hath been provedj that 
God hath ftili referved to himfelf the right of ena^ipg 
chijrch-ggvernment. 



„,Go.,S\~P'"- 



Book. L ■--■ Mfgod dgemfi Firelat^.' 



CHAP. m. 

That it is dangerous and unworthy the go/pel, ta hdd that cburcb-gavirn- 
me/a is ta be patterned by the law, as bijhnp Andrews and the primate. 
of /^^a^b maintain. 

W E may return now from this interpofing difficulty 
thus removed, to affirm, that fince church-government is 
foftridtly commanded in God's word, the firft andgreatell 
reafon why we fhould fubmit thereto is, becaufe God hath 
fe commanded. But whether of thefe two, prelaty, or 
prefbytery, canproveitfelf tobe fiipported by this firft and 
greateft reafon, muft be the next difpute: wherein -thi» ' 
pofition is to be firft laid down, as granted ; that I may 
not follow a chafe rather than an argument, that one of 
thefe two, and none other, is of God's ordaining i and 
if it be, that ordinance muft be evident in the golpel. 
For the imperfeft and obfcure inflitution of the few; 
which the apoftles themfelves doubt not ofttimes ta 
Tilify, cannot give rules to the complete and glorious' 
mioiftration of the gofpcl, whicli looks on the law as 
(HI a child, not as on a tutor. And that the prelates 
have no fure foundation in the gofpel, their own guilti- 
nefs doth manifeft; thev would not elfe run quefling upi 
as high as Adam to fetch their original, as it is faid one 
of them lately did in public. To which aftertion, had I 
beard it, becaufe I fee they are. fo infatiable of antiquity, I 
ihould have gladly aflented, and confefted them yet more 
ancient: for Lucifer, before Adam, was the firft prelate 
angel; and both he, as is commonly thought, ahd'our 
forefather Adam, as we all know, for afpiring above tbelt 
orders, were miferably degraded. But others, better ad- 
vifed; are content to receive their beginning from Aaron 
and his fens, among whom bi(hop Andrewsof late years, 
and in thefe times the primate of Armagh, for Iheir learn- 
ing, are reputed the beft able to fay what may be faid in 
this opinion. The primate, in his difcourfe about the 
original of epifcopacy newly revifed, begins thus : " The 
ground of epifcopacy is fetched partly from the pattern 
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prefcribed by God in the Old Teflament, and partly from 
the imitation thereof brought in by the apoftles." Here- 
in I maft entreat to be excufed of the defire I have to be 
fatisficd, how for example the ground of epifcopacy is 
fetched partly from the example of the Old Teftament, 
by whom next, and by whofe authority. Secondly, how 
the church-government under the gofpel can be rightly 
called an imitation of that in the OldTeftamcntj for 
that the gofpel is the end and fulfilling of the law, oar 
liberty alio from the bond^e of the law, I plainly read. 
How then the ripe age of the gofpel fhould be put to 
fchool again, and learn to govern herfelf ft^m the in- 
^cy of the law, the ftronger to imitate the weaker, the 
freeman to follow the captive, the learned to be leflbned 
by the rude, will be a hard undertaking to evince from 
any of thofe principles, which either art or infpiration 
liath written. If any thing done by the apoftles may be 
drawn howfoever to a likenefs of fomething mo&ical, if 
it cannot be proved that it waa done of purpofe in imita^ 
tion, as having the right thereof grounded in nature, and 
■not in («remony or type, it will little avail the matter. 
The whole judaic law is either political, (and to take 
pattern by that, no chriftian nation ever thought itfclf 
obliged in confcience) or moral, which contains in it the 
obfervation of whatfoever is fubftantially and perpetually 
true and good, either in religion, or courfe of life. That 
which is thus moral, befides what we fetch from thofe 
unwritten laws and ideas which nature hath engraven in 
us, the gofpel, as flands with her dignity moft, leftures to 
her from her own authentic handwriting and command, 
not copies out from the borrowed manufcript of a fub- 
fervient fcroll, by way of imitating : as well might flie be 
faid in her facraraent of water, to imitate the baptifm of 
John. What though Ihe retain excommunication ufed 
in the fynagogue, retain the morality of the fabbath f She 
does not therefore imitate the law her underling, butper- 
fe^ her. All that was morally delivered from the law to 
the gofpel, in the office of the priefts and Levites, was, 
that there ftiould be a miniftry fet apart to teach and dif- 
cipline the church ; both wjiich duties the apoftles 
thought good to commit to the preib^ters. Ajid if any 
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diftinflion of honour were to be made among them, they 
directed it ihould be to thofe not that only rule well, but 
efpecially to thofe that labour in the word and doiSrinex. 
By which we are taught that laborious teaching is the 
moft honourable prelaty that one minifter can have above 
another in the gofpel ; if, therefore the fuptriocity of bi- 
iliopfhip be grounded on the priefthood as a part of the 
moral law, it cannot be faid to be an injitation ; for it 
were ridiculous that morality fliould imitate morality, 
wiiich ever was the fame thing. This very word of pat- 
tCTning or imitating, excludes epifcopacy from the lolid 
and. grave ethical law, and betrays it to be a mere child 
of ceremony,, or likelier fome mifbegott^n thing, that 
having plucked the gay feathers of her obfolete bravery, to 
hide her own deformed barrennefs, now vaunts and glo- 
ries in her ftolen plumes. In the mean while, what dan- 
ger there is againft the very life of the gofpel, to make in ' 
any thing the typical law her pattern, and how impoiEble 
in that which touches the prieftly government, I fliall ufe 
fuch light as I have received, to lay open. It cannot be 
onknown by what expreffions the holy apoftle St. Paul 
ipares not to explain to us the natore and condition of 
the law, calling thofe ordinances, which were the chief 
■and eflential offices of the priefts, the elements and rudi- 
ments of the world, both weak and beggarly. Now t» 
breed, and bring up the children of the promife, the heirs 
of liberty and grace, under fuch a kind of government as 
is profeffed to be but an imitation of that miniftryj which 
engendered to bondage the fons of Agar ; how can this 
be but a foul injury and dcrcgatioo, if not a cancelling 
of that birthright and immunity, which Chrift hath pur- 
chafed for us with his blood ? For the miniftration of the 
kw, confifting of carnal things, drew to it fuch a miniflry 
as confifted of carnal refpeiits, dignity, precedence, and 
the like. And fuch a ramiftry eftablifhed in the gofpel, 
as is founded upon the points and . terras of fuperiority, 
and nefts itfelf in worldly honours, will draw to it, and 
we fee it doth, fuch a religion as runs back again to the 
old pomp and glory of the flelh : for doubtlefs there is a 
certain attraflion and magnetic force betwixt the religion 
JUkI the minifterial fwm thereof. If the religion 
.bc pure, Ipiritual, fimple, and lowly, as the gofpel moft 

truly 
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truly )9,„Iuch muft.the face of tbe miniflay be. And in 
libe m^iweTpif theibrcD of the minijlrybe grounded io 
the wgfldly de^ws of authority, honour, temporal jurif- 
di^pp> Y^e, fee svith.our eyes it will turn the inward 
PQW^'.^pd purify of tlae^Qid into -the outward carna- 
lity of, the. ia>v; .cvaporaU:^ and xxhalingthe iiUemal 
w«rfljij),intpen)pty conformities, and gay fliows. , Jlnd 
.what r^ffwos tjien, but that wefliould run intaaidan- 
gerpu$ and doii<^y apoAafy as our lameotable neighbours 
ihe papiiU, who, by.this very fnare and pitfall of iinitaiiuig 
■ther cq'eiztoiual law, fell into that irrecovei'able' fuperfli- 
iion, R3.Qii# needs make void the covenant o£ faiutioa 
to.ttysnv-that perlift in, this blindnefs ? ■ ,. 



CHAP.- IV. 



•7b(tt it. 'i mpt^hje fa make , the priejlhqod of Agrm a patient tuf/fretn U 
... g'-otmdepifcopecy. 

\. HAT tvhich wa» promifed next is, to declare the im- 

poflibiiity of grounding evangelic govemmeirt in the 
iiJiittttioaof the jewifh prieflhood ; which will be done 
■by cDnfid*riBg both the quality of the peri'ons, and the 
offlceiffelf.' Aqron and his fons were the princes of their 
-tribe, befi»e they were fantflified to the priefthood : that 
jnerfonal cmindnca, which ihcy held above the other 
ievitcB, ;they -leceiv-ed not only from their office, biit 
'pirtly ibremght it into their oiBce; and fo from that 
lime forward the priefts were not chofen out of the 
■whole number of the Levitcs, as our biftiops, but were 
bom inheritors of the dignity. Therefore, unlefs we ftiall 
choofe our prelates only out of the nobility, and let them 
run in a blood, there can be no pbffible imitation of 
lording over their brethren in regard of their perfonsalto- 
getherimlike. As (brthe office,' which was a reprefenta- 
tion of Chrift's own peilbn more immediately in the 
high prieft, Rnd ■of his whole prieftty offiiie- in all the 
other,' to the performance of which the Levitei were Wit 
as fer«!tot8 dnd d^cons, it was neceflai^ there fhould be 
adiftinition of dignity between two funftjons of fo great 

odda, 
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odds. But there being dq fiich diiTerence among our 
ffliDifters, unlefs it be in reference to the deacons, it i$ 
impoffible to found a prelaty upon the imitation of this 
priefthood : for wherein, or in what work, is the office of 
t prelate excdlent above that of a patior ? In ordination^ 
yon will fay ; but flatly againft fcripture : for there we 
know Timothy received ordination by the hands of the 
prefbylery, notwithllanding all the vain delufions that 
are ufed to evade~ that teftimony, and maintain ah un- 
warrantable ufurpation. put wherefore ftiould ordina-r 
tion be a caufe of fetting up a fuperior degree in th« 
Church ? Is not that whereby Chrift became our Saviour 
a hi^er and greater work, than that whereby he did or- 
dwn meflengers to preach and publifli him our Saviour? 
Every minifter fnftains the perfon of Chrift in his higheft 
work of communicating to us the myfterics of our falva- 
tiwi, and hath the power of binding and abfolving ; how 
jfhould he need a higher dignity, to reprefent or execute 
that which is an inferiour work in Chrift ? Why Ihould 
the performance of ordination, which is a lower office 
exalt a prelate, and not the feldora difcharge of a higher 
and more noble office, which is preaching and adrainif- 
tering, much rather deprefs him ? Verily, neither the na- 
ture nor the example of ordination doth any way require 
an imparity between the ordainer and the ordained j for 
what more natural than every like to produce his like, 
man to beget man, fire to propagate fire ? And in exam* 
pics of higheft opinion the ordainer is inferiour to the or- 
dained ; for the pope is not made by the precedent pope, 
but by cardinals, who ordain and confecrate to a higher 
wd greater office than their own. 



C H A P. V. 

To the argumenti ofbj/hop Andrews ajid the Primate. 

It follows here, to attend to certain objetftions in a little 
treatife lately printed among others of like fort at Oxfoffd, 
and in the title faid to be out of the rude draughts of 

bilhop 
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IwfhopxAjldw^ : and fijtfeiy they be rude draughts indeec!, 
intbmutA tVt'il ia mari^l'tb thiiik Svhat his friends meant, 
10 let'cdttie tflJttfed''ftS(ihfta1io"»v t^fohings with the name 
of'imjai'femuthctffiiitBdtBriearning. In the twelfth and 
twentj'Mihh^S yftgfflhii^fceftis nioft notorioufly inconftant 
tofihiBifelf J roi' In \'hii^tipkier' pjace he tells us hefor- 
biai«to ttke any-argiftnii^'of jlrelaty from Aaron, as being 
. the typeof Chrift, In the-latterhe can forbear no longa 
but repenis him of his rath gratuity, affirming, that to fay, 
Chrift being come in the itefc, his figure in the high prieft 
eeafeth', H the fhift Ot^ SH' anabaptift; and ftifly argues, 
that Chrift being a& welt king as prieft, was as well fore- 
rcfetnblcd by the kings then, as by the high prieft: : fo that 
if'his coming take aw&y the one type, it rauft alfo the 
olAi^. ' Marvellous pieite of divinity ! and well worth 
tiiat' the iand fhould pay fix thouJand pounds a year for 
in a brfhopric ; although I read of no fophifter among 
the Greeks that waia fo dear, neither HippiaS nor Prota- 
goras, nor any whom the focratic fchool famoufiy refu- 
ted without hire. Here we have the type of the king 
fcwed to the tippet of the biftiop, fubtlety to cafl: a jea- 
. loafyBpoftthecrown,as if the rightof kings, like Meleager 
ill the Metamorphofis, wjre no longerlived than the fire- 
brand of prelaty. But more likely the prelates fearing 
(for their own guilty carriage protefts they do fear) that 
their lair days cannot long hold, praiftife by pofleffing 
the kii^ with this moft falfe do<5trine, to engage his pow- 
er for them, as in bis own quarrel, that when they fall 
they may fall in a general ritin ; juft as cruel Tiberius 
would wifh : 

" When I die let ibe earth be rolled in flames." 
But where, O Bifliop, dpth the piirpofe of the law fet 
forth Chrift to us as a king ! That which never was in- 
tended in the law can never be-aboUftied as part thereof. 
When the Jaw was made, there was no king : if before 
the law, or under the law, God by a fpecial type in any 
king would forefignify the future kingdom of Chrift, 
which is not yet vinbly cpme ; what was that' to the law ? 
The whole ceremonial law (aad types can be in no law 
elfe) comprehends nothing but the propitiatoiy office of 

Chrift'a 
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Oirift's priefthood, which being in fubftaofic accom- 
plished, both law and priefthood fades away of itfelf, 
end p^es into air like a tranfitory vifion,, and the 
right of kings neither ftands by any type nor falls. . Wjc 
-acknowledge that the civil magiftrate weara an. au- 
thority of God's giving, and ought to be obeyed as his 
vicegerent. But to make a king a type, we fay is aa 
abulive and unlkilfiil fpeech, and of a moral fqlidity pnakea* 
it feem a ceremonial (hadow ; therefore your typical, chain 
of king and priefl: muft unlink. JBut is not the type of 
prieft taken, away by Chrift's coqnhag ? No, faith this fa- 
mous protcftant biuiop of Winchefter, it is not t- and he 
thatiaith itis, isan anabaptift. What think ye, readers, 
do ye not underftand him ? What can be gathered hence, 
but that the prelate would ftiU facrifice ? Conceive hira, 
readers, he would mifBficate. Their altars, indeed,- were 
in a lair forwardnefs ; and by fuch arguments as thefe 
th^ were fetting up the molten calf of their mafs again, 
and of their great hierarch the pope. For if the type of 
prieft be not taken away, then neither of the high prieft, it 
were a ftrange beheading ; and high prieft more than one 
there cannot be, and that one can be no left than a pope. 
And this doubtlefs was the bent of his career^ though 
never fo covertly. Yea, but there was fomething elfe in the 
high prieft, befides the 6gUTe, as is plain by St. Paul's 
acknowledging him. It is true, that in the- 1 7th of Dcut. 
whence 'this authority arifes to the prieft in matters too 
hard for the fecular judges, as muft neet^ be many ia the 
occalions of thofe times, involved fo with ceremonial 
niceties, no wonder though it be commanded to inquire 
at the mouth of the priefts, who befides the magiftratcs 
their colleagues, had the oracle of urim to confult with. 
And whether the high prieft Ananias had not encroached 
beyond the licnits of his prieftly authority, or whether he 
ufed it rightly, was no time then for St. Paul to conteft 
about. But if this inftance be able to aflert any right of 
jurifdi£tion to the clergy, it muft impart it in common to 
all minifters, fince it were a great folly to feek for coun- 
fet'in a- hard intricate fcruple from a dunce prelate, when 
there'roight be found a fpeedjer folution from a grave 
and learned minifler, whom God hath gifted with the 

judgment 
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judgracHt of artm, more amply ofttitncs than all the pre- 
dates togelJier ; and now in the gofpel hath granted the pri- 

^ .Tilege of this oracuWis ephod alike to all his mintftcn. 
.The reafon therefore of imparity in the priefls, b«ng 
^ow, as ia aforefaid, rt^ally annulled both io their perioo 
;and in their Fppcefentative office, what right of juriiiJi^HoD 
foever can be from this place levitically bequeathed, muft 
.^ofeend upon the miniftefa of the gofpel equally, as it 
finds them in all other points cqnal. Well, then, he is 

■ finally ctmtent to lol Aaftm go; Eleazar will ferve his 
.tnni, as being a fuperiour of fuperioura, and yet no type 
X)f Chriji in Aaron's lifetime. O thou that wouldeit wind 
into any figment, or phantafm, to fave thy mite ! yeit all 
this will not fadge, though it be cunningly interpoiiflied 
by fome tecund hand with crooks and emendations : hear 
then, the type of Cbrift in fome one particular, as of 
entering yearly into the holy of holies, and fuch like, 
refled upon the high prieft only as more immediately 
peribaating our Saviour : but to refembic his whole &■ 
tista£tory office, all the lineage of Aaron waft no more 
Ahan fufficient. And all or any of the priefls, confidered 
feparately without relation to the higheft, are but as a 
Jifdels ^runk, and fignify nothing. And this fliowsthe 
excellence of Chrift's I'acrifice, Who at once and in one 
perl'on fulfilled that which many hundreds of priefts many 
times repeating had endugh to forefhow. What other 
imparity there was araoBg tbemfelves', we may fafelyfiip- 
pofe it depended on the dignity of their birth and family, 
together with the circumftances of a carnal Service, which 
might aiFord many priorities. And this I take to be the 
fum of what the bifliop hath laid together to make plei 
for prelaty by imitation of the law : though indeed, if it 
may Aand, it will infer popedom all as well. Many 
other cpnrfes he tries, enforcing himfelfwith much often- 
tation of endlefs genealogies, as if he were the maa 
that" St. Paul forewarns us of in Timothy, but fo unvigoj- 
Fouily, that I do not fear his winning of many to hi* 
caufe, but fuch as doting upon great names are either 
bverwcak, or overfudden of faith. 1 fliall not renife, 
therefore, to learn fo much prudence as I find in the 
roman foHier that attended the crofs, not to ftand break- 
ing 
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^ to tb^ which .iaUo^s. .The {jftpi^toiof Antaa|^ at the 
inning of hil tmdlj^te ^ks to aya^ himieir.of t^t' 
.pJwevij}.the.fixfyTftst)i ofHaiat, "I will takjB of ti^era^v 
.gric^^iid ^yitf^i Ifith ihe JUird," tp uphold hereby Tuc^- 
». g^ flf f upa:iority amaas the ill iiaftecspf-the gefpel, i«- 
waliiigtb<;^ in tie.lawj asthpiJUM'^'sT^J'. 'l'*^ the faiiwtb. 
But .certain if this method .aiaybe admi^d of ii^terprcr 
ijjig thofe prophetical pafragesf^gnc^lTiing chrjflij^i tin^ 
9i»i a puDiStiud correfpondenge, it-may with equal, prpba^ 
hilify be urged upon us^ th^U we «ne, l^ound to- obferv* 
%Bie monthly foUwnity aofweritblQi to the nf:^ [pod^^ 
34 weU as the iisni's-d^ which ,>v< keep ' in lied of tb? 
laWsath : for in the »3d.veffe the prophet jpina theai in 
Uie iaioe manner together, as .before he did the prieAs aod 
levites, tbpa : " And it iHiall come to. pafa that from pno new 
aiQOR to aootheTj and from one fabbath to aoothert l)uU|l 
^Uflefli come to worihip before me, faith the Lord." Un- 
(Joubtedly^ withes good confoquence may it be all^g^ 
ijr(>m. hence^ that we. are to fplemj^i^e fprae reUgioos 
aiopthly meeting different fi:<Hn the iabbath, as frfim.the 
other an^ diftindl formality pf ecclefiaflical orde^ m^y 
l»p ia£:rred. Thia rather wijl appear to be the lawful ^^d 
unconArained feuie of the text, that Qod, in taking of 
them ibr priefls and levitea, will not efteem them unwpr- 
thy, though gentiles, to nndergo . any fuuillion in the 
cborch, but will make of them a full and p^rfedt miniflryf 
as was that of the priefls and levites in their kind. And 
bifhpp Andrews himfelf, to end the contioverfy, ilends 
ua a .candid expofuion of this quoted vecfc frtsn the 
5!4th fwge of his Jiid booki plainly deciding that Go(], by 
tbofe I^al names, there of priefts and levites, m^ans ouf 
prelbyters and deacons ; for which either ingenuous oon" 
iejBob, or flip of his pra> we give him thanks, and withal 
to him that broughtlhefe trcatifes intp one vplppie, whcv 
fctting the contradidiona of two learned men fo ; near tor 
gether,,did not forefee. What other dedueenjcnts or .an^r 
k^es ace cited out of St- Paul, to. prove alikenefj between 
the -minifters of the Old and i New Tcftament, having 
tried their finews, I judge .they may pafs without harm- 
doing to our caufe. , We may remember, then, that pre- 
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laty neither hath nor can have foundation in the law, nor 
yet in the gofpel ; which aflertion, as being fortheplainnefs' 
thereof a matter of eyefight, rather than of difquifition, I 
voluntarily omit ; not forgetting, to fpecify this hote again, 
that theearneft defire which the prelates have to build tbttN 
hierarchy upon the fandy bottom of the law, gives us to (es 
abundantly the little aflurance, which they find to rear 
up their high roofs by the authority of the gofpel, re^ 
pulfed as it were from the writings of the apoftles, and 
driven to take fan(5tuaryaraongthe jews. Hence that open 
confeflion of the primate before mentioned : " Epifcopacy 
is fetched partly from the pattern of the Old Teftamei^ 
and partly from the New as an imitation of the Old ;" 
though nothing can be more rotten in divinity than fuch 
a polition as this, and is all one as to fay, epifcopacy is 
partly of divine inftitution, and partly of man's own carv- 
ing. For who gave the authority to fetch more from the' 
pattern of the law, than what the apoftles had already 
fetched, if they fetched any thing at ail, as haih been 
proved they did not ? So was Jeroboam's epifcopacy 
partly from the pattern of the law, and partly from the 
pattern of his o\vn carnality ; a party-coloured and a 
party-membered epifcopacy : and what can this be lefs 
than a monfirous i Others therefore auioiig the prelates; 
perhaps not fo well able to brook, or rather to jutlify this 
foul relapfing to the old law, have condclcended at laft 
to a plain-confeffing, that both the names and offices of 
bilhops and prelbyters at firft were the fame, and in the 
fcriptures nowhere diftinguifhed. This grants the re- 
monftrant in the fifth lection of his defence, and in the 
preface to his laft fliort anfwer. But what need refped 
be had whether he grant or grant it not, when as through- 
all antiquity, and even in the loftieft times of prelaty, wC 
find it granted ? Jerome, the leamedeft of the fathers, 
hide's not his opinion, that cuftom only, which the pro- 
verb calls a tyrant, was the maker of prelaty ; before his 
audacious workmanfhip the churches were ruled in com- 
mon by the prefbytersi and fuch a certain truth this was 
efteemed, that it became a decree among the papal canOns 
compiled by Gratian. Anfelm aifo of Canterbury, who, 
to uphold the points of his prelatilin, made himfclf a 

traitor 
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traitor to his country, jet, commenting the epiftles to 
Titus and the Philippians, acknowledges, from the clear- 
nefs of the text, what Jerome and the church-rubric 
bath before acknowledged. He little dreamed then that 
the weeding-hook of reformation would after two ages 
pluck up his glorious poppy from infulting over the good 
com. Though fincc fome of our britifh prelates, feeing 
therafelves prefled to produce fcripture, try all their cun- 
ning, if the New Teftament will not Kelp them, io iirame 
of their ownheads, as it were with wax, a kind of mi- 
mic biftiop limned out to the life of a dead priefthood : 
or«^e they would ftrain us out a certain figurative prelate, 
by wringingthecoUeiftive allegory of thofe feven angels into' 
fevenliogle rochets. Howfoever, fmce it thus appears that 
coftom was the creator of prelaty, being Icfs ancient than 
the government of prefbyters, it is an extreme folly to" 
give them the hearing that tell us of biihops through fo 
many ages : and if againft their tedious mufter of citations, 
fees, and fuccefl&ons, it be replied that wagers and church- 
antiquities, fuch as are repugnant to the pfairt dictate of 
fcripture, are both alike the arguments of fools, they have 
their anfwer. We rather are to cite all thofe ages to an 
airatgnment before the word of God, wherefore, and what 
pretending, how prcfuming they durft alter that divine 
inftitution of prefbyters, which the apoftles, who were no 
various and inconftant men, furely had let up in the 
churches; and why they choofe to live by cuftom and. 
catalt^e, or, as St. Paul faith, by fight and viiibility, rather 
dan by feith ? But, firft, I conclude, from their own 
mouths, that God's command in fcripture, which doiibt- 
Icisought to be the firft and greateft reafon of church-go- 
veroment, is wanting to prelaty. And certainly we have 
plenteous warrant in the do<ftrine of Chrift, to determine 
that the want of this reafon is of itfelf fuiEcient to confute 
all other pretences, that may be brought in fevour it. 



ji-vGooglc 



^e Reafm tf Chtrclh-Govermient Ccolk li ^ 



CH A P. VI. 

JJof f^elatf was not fet wf for prfuemien of fih^fm, it ii prtietd<di 
. or if it Vfere, tht^i it pi^orms net vjkat |V wasfirj} fet itpfor^ but ju/fc 
the contrary. 

1 ET becaufe it hath the outfide of a fpecioua reafpn,' 
and fpecioua things we know arc apteft to work with 
human lightnefs and frailty, even againft the foUdeft truth: 
that foqnds not plaiifibly, let as think it worth the ea^ 
aminiug for the iove of infirmer chriftians, of what: 
importance this their fecond reafon may be. Tradition 
. they fay hath taught them, that, for the prevention of 
growing fichifm, the bifhop was heaved above the pref- 
byter. And mud tradition then ever thua to the world's 
end be the perpetual cankcrworm to eat out God's com-. 
mandments ? Are his decrees fo inconfiderate aod fa 
fickle, that when the Aatutes of Solon or LjKuigus jfaall 
prove dui-ably good to many ages, his, in forty years, iball 
be found defeaive, ill-contrived, and for needful caufes. 
to be ottered ? Our Saviour and his apotlles did not only 
forefee, but foretel and forewarn us to kiok for fchifm. 
k it a thing to be imagined of God's wifdom, oc at leaft^ 
of apofiolic prudence, to fet up fuch a gOTernment ia 
thetCDdemefs of the church, as fhould incline, or not be 
more aWe than any others to oppofe itfolf to fcfaifni ? It 
was welt known what a bold lurker fchifm was, even in 
the houfehold of Chrift, between his own difciples and 
thofe of John the Baptiil about failing ; and earty in -the 
Aflsof the Apoiilesthe noife trffchifm had almoft: drowned 
the proclaiming of the gofpel ; yet we read not in fcri|J- 
ture, that any thought was had of making prelates, n> 
not in thofe places where dilTenfion was isoft dfe. If 
prelaty had been then efteemed a remedy againft fchifm, 
where was it more needful than in that great variance 
among the Corinthians, which St. Paul fb laboured to 
reconcile ? and whofe eye could have found the fitteft re- 
medy fooner than his ? And whatcould haveniade the re- 
medy TOore available, than to have ufed it fpeedily ? And 

lafUy, 
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Uftljfj what ctfuld have been more neceflary, than to 
have written it for our inflru6tion f Yet we fee he nei- 
ther commended it to us, nor ufed it himfelf. For the 
&iHe divifkrti remaining there, or elfe burfting forth again 
roort: than twenty years after St. Paul's death, we find in 
Clemait's epiftle, of venerable authority, written to the yet ' 
fe^ious Corinthians, that they were ftill governed by pref- 
byters. And the fame of other churches out of Hennas, 
ind divers other the fcholars of the apoftles, by the late 
induftry of the learned SalmaOus appears. Neither yet 
did this worthy Clement, St. Paul's difciple, though wri- 
ting lothera to lay afide fchifm, in the leaft word advife 
them to change the prelbyterian government into prelaty. 
And therefore if God afterward gave or permitted this 
infurredlion of epifcopary, it is to be feared he did it in 
his wrath, as he gave the Ifraelites a king. With fo good 
a will doth he ule to alter his own chofen government 
once eftabliihed. For mark whether this rare device of 
man's brain, thus preferred before the ordinance of God, 
had better fuccefs than flelhly wifdom, not counfelling 
with God, is wont to have. So far was it from removing 
fchifm, that if fchifm parted the congregations before, now 
it rent and mangled, now itraged. Herefy begat herefy 
with a certain mohftrous hafte of pregnancy in her birth, 
at once born and bringing forth. Contentions, before 
brotheriy, were now hottile. Men went to choofe their 
biJhopas they went to a pitched field, and the day of his 
election was like the facking of. a city, foraetimes ended 
with the blood of thoufands. Nor this among heretics 
only,. but men of the fame belief, yea confefibrs ; and that 
with fuch odious ambition, that Eufebius, in his eighth 
book, lellifies he abhorred to write. And the reafon is 
not cA)fcure, for the poor dignity, or rather burden, of a 
parochial preibyter could not er^age any great party, 
nor that to any deadly feud : but prelaty was a power of 
that extent and fway, that if her elet^iion were popular, it 
was feldom not the caule of fome fadlion or broil in the 
church. But if her dignity, came by favour of fome 
prince, (he was from that time his creature, and obnox- 
ious to comply with his ends in liate, were they right or 
wrong, .So that>. inftead of iinding prelaty an impeacher 
H 3 of 
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of fchtfm or fe^lion, the more I fearcb, the more' I grow 
into all perfuafion to think rather that faction and flie, as 
with a fpoufal ring, are wedded together, never to be di- 
vorced. But here let every one behold the juft and 
dreadful judgment of God meeting with the audacious 
pride of roan, that durft offer to mend the ordinances of 
Heaven. God out of the ftrife of men brought forth by 
his apoftles to the church that beneficent and ever-diflri- 
buting office of deacons, the ftewards and miniflers of 
holy alms: man, out of the pretended care of peace and 
unity, being caught in the fnare of his impious boldneiii 
to corredl Ihe will of Chrift, brought forth to himfdf 
upon the church that irreconcilable fchifm of perdition 
and apoftafy, the roman anlichrift; for that the exalta- 
tion of the pope arofe out of the reafon of prdaty, it can- 
not be denied. And as I noted before, that the patt^ 
of the high priefV pleaded for in thegofpel (for take away 
the head ,prieft, the refl are but a carcafe) fets up with 
better reafon a pope than an archbifhop ; for if prelaty 
mqft fiill rife and rife till it come to a primate, why Ihould 
it ftay there ? when as the catholic government is not to 
follow the divifion of kingdoms, the temple befl reprc- 
Tenting the univerfal church, and the high prieft the uni- 
verffil head: fo I obferve here, that if to quiet fchifm 
there muft be one head of prelaty in a land, or monarchy, 
rifing from a provincial to a national primacy, there may, 
upon better grounds of repreffing fchifm, be fet up one 
catholic head over the catholic church. For the peace 
and good of the churdh is not terminated in tlie fchifmlefs 
eltate.of one or two kingdoms, but Ihould be provided 
for by the joint confultation of all reformed chrillendoni : 
that all controverfy may end in the final pronounce or 
canon of one archprimale or proteftant pope.. Although 
by this means, for aught I fee, all the diameters of fchifm 
may as well meet and be knit up in the centre of one 
gra'nij falfehpod. Now let all impartial meti aibi^tc 
what goodly inference thde two main reafons of the 
prelates have, that by a natural league of confequefice 
make qjpre for the pope than for themfelveS ; yea, to fay 
more hocne, are the very womb for a new fubantichriii 
to breed iii>-if it be pQt Father the pl(j fQice and power of 
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the fame man of lin counterfeiting proteilant. It waS' 
not the prevention of fchifm, but it was fchifm itfelf and 
the hateful thirft of lording in the church, that firft be- 
llowed a being upon prclaty ■, this was the true caufe, 
but the pretence is fii)l the fame. The prelates, as they 
would have it thought, are the only mauls of fchifm. For- 
footh if they be piit down, a deluge of innumerable fedls 
will follow ; we ihall be all Brownifts, Familifts, Anabap- 
tilts. For the word Puritan feems to be quathed, and all 
that heretofore were counted fuch, are now Brownifts. 
And thus do they raife an evil report upon the expefted 
reforming grace that God halh bid us hope for; likethofe 
faithlefs fpies, whofe carcafes fhall perifh in the wilder- 
nefs of their own confufed ignorance, and never tafte the 
good of reformation. Do they keep away fchifm ? If to 
bring a nuinb and chill flupidity of foul, an una<ftive 
blindnefs of mind, upon the people by their leaden doc- 
trine, or no do«£lrine at all ; if to perfecute all knowing and 
zealous chriltians by the violence of their courts, be to keep 
away Ichifm, they keep fchifm away indeed : and by this 
kind of difcipline all Italy and Spain is as purely and poli- 
ticly kept from fchifm as England hath been by them. 
With as good a plea might the dead-palfy boaft to a man. 
It is I that free you from flitches and pains, and the trou- 
blefome feeling of cold and heat, of wounds and ftrokes j if 
I were gone, all thcfewould moleft you. The winter might 
as well vaunt itfelf againft the fpring, I deftroy all noifome 
and rank weeds, I keep down all peftilent vapours ; yes, 
and all wholefome herbs, and all frefli dews, by your vlo- ' 
lent and hidebound froft : but when the gentle weft 
winds Ihall open the fruitful bofom of the earth, thus 
overgirded by your imptifonment, then the flowers put 
forth and fpring, and thcq the fun fhalf fcatter the mifts, 
and the manuring hand of the tUler fliall root up all that 
burdens the foil without thank to your bondage. But 
far worfe than any frozen captivity is the bondage of 
. prelates ; for that other, if it keep down any thing which 
is good within the earth, fg doth it Ukewife that which 
is ill; but thefe let out freely the ill, and keep down the 
good, or clfe keep down the lefler ill, and let out the 
gre^teft. Be albamed at laft to tell tlje parliament, ye 
H 4 curb 
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curt fehifmatics, wheijaa they know ye cheriih and fide 
with papifts, and are now as it were one party with theni, 
and it is faid they help to petition for ye. Can we bc- 
licvp that your government ftrains in good eamcft at tiic 
petty gnats of fchifm, whenas we fee it makes nothing to 
fwalJoiA' the camel her^fy of RomCj but that indeed your 
throats are of the right phariiaical ftrain ? where are thofe 
fehifmatics, with v^hom the prelates hold fuch hot ikir- 
■ miih ? ftiow us your afts^ thofe glorious annals which 
your courts of loathed memory lately deccafed have left 
Us?, Thole fehifmatics I doubt me will -be found the 
moil of them fuch as . whofe only fchifm was to have 
ftjokejj the' truth againft your high abominations and 
creulties in lijc church; this is the fchifm ye hate moft, 
the removal of your criminous hierarchy. A politic 
government of yours, and of a pleafant conceit, fet 
Op to remove thofe as a pretended fchifm, that would 
remove yiju as a palpable herefy in government. If the 
fchifm would pardon ye that, fhe might go jagged in as 
tnany^cuts and flalhes as Ihe pleafed for you. As for the 
rending of the church, we have many reafons to think it 
is not thkt which ye labour to prevent, fo much as the 
rending of your pontifical fleeves : that fchifm would he 
the foreft fchifm to you; that would be Brownifm and 
Anabaptifm indeed. ' If we go down, -fay you, (as if * 
Adrfans wall were broken) a flood of fe6ts wiil rufh in. 
What ieSs ?> What are their opinions ? Give us the in- 
ventory : it will appear both by your former profecutions 
and ygurprefent iijfiances, that they are only fuch to 
fpcak of, as are offended with your lawlefs government, 
yonr ceremonies, your liturgy, an extract of the mafs-book 
tranflated. But that they fhould be contemners of 
public prayer, and churches ufed without- fupcrfti- 
tion I trufl; God will manifeft it ere long to be as falfe 
a flanderj as your former flanders againft the Scots. Noife 
it till ye be hparfe^ th»t a. rabble of fec^s will come in j 
it will be anfwered ye, no jabble, flr prieft, but aQ ima- ' 
nimous iRultitodc of good proteftants.wiii then join-to 
the chiirch, which now, becaufe of ypu, .&ind fepar^ted: 
This, will; be the dreadful qonfequenco of yoor removah 
is fbir thofe tCTxible names of feflttrics and fehifmatics^ 
* ' ' " which 
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which yc have gat together, wo know yonr manner of 
fight, when the quiver of your ailments, which is ever 
thin, and weakly- ftored, aAer the Arft brunt is quite 
empty, yoar courfeis to betake ye to your other quiver of 
flander, wherein lies your befl; apchery. And whom you 
could not more by fophiftieal arguing, them you tWok 
to confute by fcandalous mifnaaiing ; thereby inciting the 
Minder fort of people to miiliko and deride found do^rine 
and good chriflianity, under two or three rile and hate- 
ful tatns. But if we could eafily endure and diflbke your 
doughtieft reafons in argument, welhatl more eafily bear 
the worft of your unreafonablencfs in calumny and falfe 
r^Hjrt : efpecially being foretold by Chrift, that if he our 
mafter were by your predecefibrs eaUed Samaritan aad 
Beelzebub, we mall not think itflrange if his beft difci^ 
pies in the reformation, as at firft by thofe of your tribe 
they were called Lollards and Huffites, fo now by yon 
be termed Puritans and &x>wmA3. But my -hope is, that 
the people of England will not fufFer themfelves to be 
ju^ed thus out of their faith and religion by a raift-of 
names caft before their eyes, but will fearch wifely by the 
fcriptaresj and look quite throngh this fraudulent afper'- 
lion of a difgraceful name into the things themfelves: 
knowing that the primitive chriftian& in their times were 
atcounted fuch as are now called Familifts and Adamites. 
or worfe. And many on the prelatic fide, likcthe chorch 
of Sardis, have a name to' live, and yet are dead ; to be 
proteftants, and are indeed papifts in moft of their princis- 
pies. Thus perfuaded, this your old fallacy we Ihall foon 
umnalk, and quickly apprehend how you prevent fe^ilh)v 
«nd who 'are your fchifmatics. But what if yc prevent 
and hinder all good means of preventing fcbifm ? That 
way which the apoftles ufed^ was to call a councif: fronj 
which, by any thing that can be learned from the fifteenth 
of the Afts, no fiithfiW chriftian was debarred, to whom 
knowledgr "and piety' might give eatranee. Of' foch a 
council as this everyparochial coflfiftory is a right homo^ 
geneous and cooftituting part, being in 'itfelf, as it were^'^ 
litde fynod, and tovjardsa general affembly movmg opon 
her own b^s in an even - and firm progreHion, as thofe 
fiualler fquanw in battle unite in one great cube, the 
main ^aianx^ an-embkia. of truth and - fteadiaftne&. 
- - Where^ 
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Whereaac on (the other fide, prelaty afcending by> 
■gradual monarchy from bilhop to archbithop, from 
■thence to primate, and from thence, for there can be 
no;reafon yielded neither in nature nor in rehgion, where- 
fore, if it. have lawfully mounted thus high, it fliould 

■ not be a lordly afcendant in the horofcope of the church, 
■froniiprinnite to patriarch, and fo to pope; I fay, prelaty 
thus afcending in a continual pyramid upon pretence to 
pmrfeft the church's, unity, if notwithftanding it be found 

. niofi:- needful, yeaithe utmoft help to dam up the rents of 
tishifmby calling a council, what does it but teach us that 

-rprelatiy, isef noforce toefie6t this work, which IheboaAs 
.toibe her mafterpiece; and that her pyramid afpires and 
iterpens to ambition, not to perfection or unity ? This 
we Vnow, that as often as any great fchifm dtfparts the 
«hurchj andfynods be proclaimed, the prefbyters have as 
great right there, and as free vote of old, as. the bifliops, 
.which ihe canon law conceals not. So that prelaty, if 
flie .will feek to clofe up divifions in the church, mufl be 
forced'te diffolve and unmake her own pyramidal figure, 
which (he affirms to be of fuch uniting power, wheoas in- 
deed it is the moft dividing and Ibliifmatical form that 
geometaBiansknow of, and rauft be fain to inglobe or 
incube.her^f among the prefbyters; which Ihe hating 
tO'doj&tod&her haughty prelates from all parts with their 
forked Bjitjes, the tiadge of fchifm, or the ftamp of his 
cloven .foot whom they ferve I think, who, according Eg 
their feierarchieB aicuminating ftill higher and higher in 
acaner of prelaty, inflead of healing up the gaihes of the 
!e^^l|ich, as jt. happens in fuch pointed bodies meeting &1I 
to gore one anodier .with their fharp fpires for upper 
place and precedence, till the councU ilfelf proves the 
grealeft fchifm. of all. And thus they are fo far from 
hinderiiig,'jiWrenfionj that they have made unprofitable, 
and, even no^me, the chiefell remedy we have to keep 
chrifipndom , ai Qnfi^ which is by. councils : and tbe^ if 
we rightly confider apoftolic example, are , notbjng 
elfe kit general prelbyteries. This feemeii io" j^ 
from the apoftles to think much of, as if hereby their dig- 
nity were: impaired, that, as we may gather by thofe epif- 
tles ,of Peter and John, which are likely to be latcft 
written, whcQ the church, grew to a fettling, like thofc 

heroic 
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heroic patricians of Rome (if we may ufe fuch compati- ' 
fon) haflening to lay down their diftatorlhip, they rejoiced 
to call thcmfelves, and to be as fellow-elders among their 
brethren ; knowing that their high office was but as the 
■ fcaffolding of the church yet unbuilt, and would be but 
s tioublefome disfigurement, fo foon as the building yn.% 
finiflied. But the lofty minds of an age or two after, 
liich was their fmall difceming, thought it a poor indig- 
nity, that the high-reared govemment of the chttfch 
fliould fo on a fudden, as it feemed to them, fquat into a 
prdbytery. Next, or rather, before oMincils, the time- 
lieft prevention of fchifm is to preach the gofpd abcm- 
dantly and powerfully throughout ail the land, to inftruA 
the youth religioufly, to endeavour howtbe. fCTiptolfes 
maybe eafieft underftood by^ all men j to.all whictothe 
proceedings of thcfe men have .been on let parpofe eon-- 
trary. But how, O prelates, (hould you reraowlbbilin ? 
and bow fiiould you not remove and oppofe all theineftns 
of removing fchifm ? when prelaty is a fchifm itfelf tJrbm 
the moft reformed and moft flouriftiing of ournelghbdur 
churches abroad, and a fad fubjedt of difcordand-ofifence 
to the whole nation at home. The remedy which yoa-al- 
lege, is the very difeafe we groan under; and ftevericaJtbc 
to us a remedy but by removing itfelf. Ybur predeceffbra 
were believed to. affume this preeminerice above thtir 
brethren, only that they might appeafe difleiDlioD; ■ Now 
God and the church call upon you, for the fame tta^n, 
to lay it down, as being to thoufands of good mefa ofiba- 
five, burdenfome, intolerable. Surrender that jdodge, 
whidi, unlefs you foully ufurped it, the ehurd* gawc yoo, 
and now cladma it again,- for the reafon flic firft lent it. 
Difchargc the truft committed to you, prevent fchifm j 
and that ye can never do, but by difcharging yourfeljies. 
That government which ye hold, we confi^B, prevetits 
much, hinders much, removes much j^ but wliat?'the 
fchiCns; and grievances of the church I no; but alllhc 
peace and unity, all the wel&re not of the church alone, 
but of the whole kingdom. And if it be ftill permitted 
ye tohold, will catife the moflfad, Ikno^not whether 
ieparation be enough to fay, but fueh a wide guif of dif- 
traftion in this land, as will never ctofe bo,' difioM gap 

untii 



108 The Re^n of Church' Government JBo6k I. 

•until ye bt farced (for of yourfclves you will never do as 
that Roman, Cuttius, nobly did) for the church's [teace 
and your country's, to leap into tlie midft, and be oo 
inoi-e feeit. By this.\t*c Ihall know whether yfiurs bcthat 
ancient prelaty, which you lay was firft conftitated for the ■ 
arducement of quiet and unanimity into the churth, foe 
then you will not delay to prefer that. above your owfi 
preferment. If otherwjfe, wetnuft be confident that your 
prelaty is nothing elfe but your ambitioni an infolent pr&- 
/erring of yourfelves above your brethren ; and all your 
learned fcraping in antiquity, even to difturb the bones of 
old Aaron and his ions in their graves, is bat to main- 
tain and fet upon our necks a ftalely and feveite'dignity, 
which you call facrcd, and is nothing in very deed but a 
grave asd reverend gluttony, a fatfftimonious avarice t 
in> cotnparifon of which, all the duties and deamefies 
Stfbich ye owe to God or to his church, to law^ cuf- 
*3m, or nature, ye ha^e refolved to fet at nought I 
could put you in mind what counfe! Clement, a fellow- 
labourer witli the apoftles, gave to the preibyters of Co- 
rinth, whom the people, though unjuftly, fought to re- 
mote. " Who among, you," faith he, " is nohle-mindedi 
who is pitiftil, who \s charitable ? let him fay thus. If for 
-me.tiws feditioHt. this enmity, thefe differences be, I wil* 
lii^y depart, I go my ways; only let the flock of Chrift 
be at peace with the preibyters that.are fet over it. He 
-that Ihall do this," faith he, " fhall get him great honour 
in the Lord, and all places will receive him." This w3i 
.Clejnept's coanfel to good and holy men, that they Ihoold 
^mft. rather from their juft office, than by their ftay to 
ravel oat the fcamlefs garment of concord in the church. 
But I have better counfel to give the prelates, and ^ 
iDOfetacceptaWe to their cars j this advice in my opinion 
ia fitter for them: cling fail to your pontifical fees, bate 
Tiot,.qijit yourfelves. Jike barons, fland to the utmoftfor 
lyour haughty courts and votes in parliament. Still tdi 
uB, thatjou prevent Ibbifm, though fchifm and combof- 
.tion be the very-iffue.pf your bodies, your firft-bom ; and 
fet yourcountrya. Weeding in a prclatioal mutiny, to figiit 
•for your pomp* and that ill-fevoured weed of tempmd 
honopr, that fita diflionourably upon your Isic riioulders; 
.»...,- that 



ibat yf gmy be fat and fieOiy, Avobi with high thoughts 
and big wi|h (nifchievous defigns, when Gpd comes to ^ 
i\&i upon you all this fourlbore years venation of his 
Chaioh upder your Egyptian tyranny. For certainly of 
^tb^e bldTed foula which you have perfcH£uted,.iand 
tbirfe mlferaW? ones which you haseiQft,r t^- jvft.-yeo- 
gtance does act fl^p. ■ '. .-'-.. r 

CHAP. VIL . 

Jtal tbofe manyfeas and fchifmi by famefumfiH 'loSeamon^'us, ait^ 
that rebellion m Ireland, ought not tt bea midtraHcf, 'iik a ^e^^liii^ 

As for thfrfe many fctfls and divifiOi« rumoutsd' aferoad 
to be amongft us, it is not hard to pereilvey that- thdy are 
partly the mere fi<£tion8 and falfe alafms of the prelates, 
tfcereby to cail amazements and pafiic terronrB intt* the 
liearts of weaker chriftians,' that they fljouM ndt venttfre 
to change the prefent deformity of the chttrch, fot fear 
of I know not what worfe incortvehieocies. With' 
the fame obie<5^ed feara and fufpiciona, we kndw that' 
fubtle prelate- Gardner fought to divert the information. 
Itroay fiiffiee us to be taught by St. Pau!,'that tfettfe nraft' 
be fe&s for the manifefting of thofe that aW? fotindhnrted. 
TTlefe are but winds and flaws to try the- floating veffel > 
of our faith, whether it he ftanch and fail *eH, whether' 
our ballaft be juft, our anchwage and 'raible-lkongi'; - By 
this is feen who lives by faith and'certain knowledge, and' 
who by credulity and the jwevailing opinion 'of tfa^age-; ■ 
*hofe virtue is of an un<ihangeable'grain, dnd U'hbfe't^tt 
flight waih. -If God -come to try our conftancy,*e-ob^tt 
not tO'lhrink or flarid fhe lefs firmly for'that; but pafs oa' 
wilhrabt-e fteadfaft" Tefohttibn to eftabMfti the tratil, 
%iHgtfit were through a lane of feiSs and herdfiassoB 
etth fide. Other things mea do to thcgloty bf God : 
bat (es&B and errours, it feems, God fiiff^rs' tc$ be for ithe 
^tafy of good men, that the wo^ld may know and rever-^ ' 
Woe their true fortitude smd undauiited cooftanfejjr'Jn-tbe- 
truth. £et us not therfeforc make theft thitlgs a» incam- ■ 
brance, or 'an excufe of our delay in refoFrt>iilg, -whteli 
Ood fends us as aiiineitemcsrt to- proceediwith-nipre -ho^ 
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nourand alacrity: for if there were no oppoiirion, Where 
were the trial of an unfeigned goodnefs and nif^nani-' 
mity ? Virtue that wavers is not virtue, but vice-revolted' 
from itfelf, and after a while returning. Theadtions of 
jnfi and pious men do not darken in their middle courfe;" 
but Solomon tells us, they areas the Ihining light, that' 
fliineth more and more unto the perfeift day. But if we 
ihall fufier the trifling doubts and jealoulies of future iaSa 
to overcloud the fair beginnings of purpofed reformation, 
let us rather fear that another proverb of the fame wife 
man be not upbraided to us, that " the way of the wicked 
is as darknefs, they ftumble at they know not what. If 
fe^tsand fchifms be turbulent in the unfettlc^ eftate of a 
cburch, while it. lies under the amending hand, it beft 
brieems our chriAian courage to think they are but 
as the throes and pangs that go before the birth of refbr- 
mation, and that the work itfelf is now in doing. For 
if we look but on the nature of elemental and mixed 
things, we know they cannot fuffer any change of one 
kihd or quality into another, without the firuggle of con-, 
trarieties. And in things artificial, feldom any elegance 
is wrought without a fuperfluous wade and refufe in the 
traofaflion. No ' marble ftatue can be politely carved, 
no &ir edifice built, without almoft as much rubbiih and 
fwceping. Infranuch that even in the fpiritual conflid of 
St. ?aur^ converfion, there fell fcales from his eyes, that 
were cot perceived before. No wonder then in the refor- 
ming of a church, which is never brought to effetEt with- 
out the fierce encounter of troth and falfehood together, 
if,;as it were, the fplinters and fhards of fo violent a jouft- 
ing, there fall from between the Ihot^ many fond erroai^' 
and fanatic opinions, which, when truth has the upper 
hand, and the reformation Ihall be perfedled, will «afily 
be-rid out of the way, or kept folow, as that they Ihall be 
only the axercife of our knowledge, not the difiurbance or 
interruptionof our faith. As for that which Barclay, in his, 
"Image of Minds," writes concerning the horrible and 
barbarous conceits of Engliihnien in their religion, I 
deem itfpoken like what he was, a iiigitive papift tradii- 
caiig the. ifland whence he fprung. It may bemore judi-. 
ciotilly gathered from hence, that the fjiglilhmap f£- 
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many other nations is leaft atheiftical, and beat* anatu- 
xal difpofition of much reverence and awe towards the" 
Deity; but in his weaknefs and want of better inftruo" 
tion, which among us too frequently is negiefted, efpe- 
cially by the meaner fort, turning the bcntJ of his own 
wila, with a fcrupulous and ceafelefs care, what he might- 
do to inform himfelf aright of God and his worfliip, he 
may fall not unlikely foraetimes, as any other landman, 
into an uncouth opinion. And verily if ' we look at his 
native towardlinefs in the roughcaft without breeding, 
fome nation or other may haply be better compofed to a' 
natural civJHty and right judgment than he. , But' if he 
get the benefit once of a wife and well retftified nurture, 
which muft firft come in general from the godly vigilance 
of the church, I fuppofe that wherever mention is made 
of countries, manners, or men, the englifh people, among 
(he firft that Ihall be praifed, may defervc to be accounted- 
a right pious, right honeft, and right hardy nation. But- 
thus while fome ftand dallying and deferring to reform for 
fear of that which fhould mainly haften them forward^' 
left fchifm and errour fhould increafe, we may-nowthanit 
ourfelves and our delays, if inftead of fchifm a bloody 
and inhuman rebellion be ftrook in between oUr flow 
movings. Indeed againft violent and- powerful oppofition 
there can be no juft blame of a lingering difpateh. But thi» 
large againft thofethatdifcourfe it for a maxim, as if the- 
fwift opportunities of eftablilhing or reforming religion 
were to attend upon the phlegm of ftate-bufinefs. In ftate- 
many things at firft are crude and hard to digeft, which 
only time and deliberat ion can fupple and concoft. But in 
rcligionj wherein is no immaturity, nothiog out of fealon, 
it goes far otherwife. The door of -grace turns upon 
fmooth hinges wide opening to fend outi but foon ftiuty 
ting to recall the precious offers of mercj^to a nationc 
which, unlefs watchfulncfs and zeal, two quitkfighted and 
readyhanded virgins, be therein our^behalf to receive^ ■ 
we lofe : and flill the ofiener we lofe.the fliraiter the door 
opens, and the lefs is offered. This is all we get by 
demurring in God's fervice. It is notrcbellion that ou^t 
to be the hihderance of reformation, but itis the want of 
this which is the caufe of that. The prelates -which boaft 
themfelves the only bridlers of fchifnij God knows have 
■ ' been 
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beraa fo cold and backward both there ^nd with , us 
to reprefs berefy and idolatry, that either, through theif 

, carelelsoeTs, or their craft, all this mifchief is befallcB, 
What can the Irifli fubje6ts do lefs in God's juft difpUa- 
fnreagainft us, thiMi revenge upon englifii bodies the little 
care that our prelates have had of their fouls ? Nor hatU 
(heir negligence been new in that ifland, but ever noto-. 
rious in queen Elizabeth's days, as Camdeu their known 
friend forbears not to complain. Yet fo little are they 
toiiched with rcmorfe of tbefe their cruelties, (for tbde 
erudties are theirs, the bloody revenge of tbofe fouls 
which tbey have famifiied,) Uiat whenaa againfi our-.^ 
brethren the Scots, who, by their upright and loyal deeds, ^ 
have now brought themfelves aa honourable name to 
pofterity, whatfoever malice by flander could invait, rage 
m hoflility attempt, they greedily attempted; toward 
tbefe murderous Irilh, the enemies of God and mankind,- 
a curfed ofiBpring of their own connivance, no man takes 
notice but that they feem to be very calmly and indifier- 
ently a:^<5ted. W here then ihould we begin to extingoilb 
a rebellion, that hath its caufe from the mifgovermnent | 

' of the church ? where, but at the church's refomiatioft i 
and the removal of that government, which purfues ajid i 
^ars with all good chri^ians under the name of fchif- j 
matics, but maintains and follers aJl-papifls and idolaters 
as tolei'able chriftians ? And if the facred Bible may be ; 
our light, weave neither without example, nor the witflefa j 
of God himfelf, that the corrupted eftate of the church is ; 
both the caufe of tumult and civil wars, and that to ftiirt 
them, the peace of the church muft firft be fettled. " Now, 
for a long feafon," faith Azariah to King Afa, " Ifrael 
hath been without tlie true God, and without a teactwig 
prieft, and without law : and in tbofe times there was ao 
peace to him that went out, nor to him that came jn, but 
great vexations were upon all tlie inhabitants of the coun- 
tries. And nation was dellroyed of nation, and city of 
city, for God did vex them with all advcrlity. Be ye 
ftrong therefore," faith he to the reformers of that age, 
" and let not your hands be weak, for your work Ihall be 
rewarded." And in tbofe prophets that lived in the time* ' 
of reformation after the captivity, often doth God ftirup 

"~ the people to confider, that while eftablifliinent of church- ' 

matters I 
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matters was negledled, and put off, there " was no peace 
to him that went out or came in ; ** ibr I," faith God, " had 
fetall men every one againft his neighbour." But from 
the very day forward that they went ferioufly and efFe^tu- 
ally about the welfare of the church, he tells them, that 
they themfelves might perceive thefudden change of things 
into a profperous and peaceful condition. But it will 
here be faid, that the reformation is a long work, and 
the miferies of Ireland are urgent of a fpeedy redrefg. 
Ttiey be indeed j and how fpeedy we are, the poor afflic- 
ted remnant of our martyred countrymen that fit there on 
Ihe fealhore, counting the hours of our delay with their 
Lfighs, and the minutes with their falling tears, perhaps 
' with the diftilling of their bloody wounds, if they have 
not quite by this time call off, and almoft curfed the vain 
hope of our foundered fhips and aids, can heft judge how 
fpeedy we are to their relief. But let their fuccours be 
hafted, as all need and reafon is ; and let not therefore the 
reformation, which is the chiefeft caufc of fuccefs and 
Tiftory, be ftill procraftinated They of the captivity iti 
their greateft extremities could find both counfel and 
hands enough at once to build, and to expedl the ene- 
mjr's alTault. And we, for our parts, a populous and 
mighty nation, muft needs be fallen into a fl:range plight 
either of effeminacy or confufion, if Ireland, that was once 
the conquefl of one fingle earl with his private forces, and 
the fmall affiftance of a petty Kemifh prince, Ihould now 
takeup all the wifdom and prowefaof this potent monarchy, ^ 
to quell a barbarous crew of rebels, whom, if we take but 
the right courfe to fubdue, that is, beginning at the refor- 
mation of our church, their oi^rn homd murders and rapes 
will fo fight againfi: them, that the very futlers ar«l horfe- 
boys of the camp will be able to rout and chafe them, 
without the ftaining of any noble fword. To proceed 
by other method in this enterprife, be our captains and 
commanders never fo expert, will be as great an errour 
m the art of war, as any novioe in foldierfliip ever com- 
mitted. And thus I leave it as a declared truth, that 
neither the fear of fefls, no nor rebellion, can be a fit 
plea to flay reformation, but rather to pufh it forwlard 
with ^1 poffible diligence and fpeed. 

'^OL. I. I THE 
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THE SECOND BOOK. 

Jl ow hapgy werejt for this frail, and as it may be called 
■ raorfaTTife of rnan7 fince all earthly things which have 
the name of good and convenient in our daily ufe, are 
, withal fo.cumberfome and full of trouble, if knowled g e. 
jet__whjchJa_Lba.-befli.,ap4. lightfomeft polT^flion o f th e 
mmd. were, as the common faying is. no t^urdeq ; and 
. tliiFwiiat it wanted of being a load to any part of the 
body, it did not with a heavy advantage overlay upon 
the fpirit ! For not to fpeak of that knowledge that refis 
in the contemplation of natural caufes and dimenfions,ji 
which oiufl needs be a lower wifdom, as the objeiH: is^ 
low, certain it is, that he who hath obtained in more than 
the fcantieft meafure to know any thing dilliniSly of God, 
.and of his true worfhip, and what is infallibly good and 
happy in the ftate of man's life, what in itfclf evil and 
milefable, though vulgarly not fo afteemed ; he that halh 
obtained lo know this, the only high valuable wifdom in- 
decd,remeniberingaIfo that God, eventoaftridtnefs.requires 
the improvement of thefe his entrofted gifts, cannot but 
luftain a forer burden of mind, and more preffing than 
any^ fupportable toil or weight, which tlie body can 
labour under ; how and in what manner he flial] difpofc .. 
and employ thofe fums of knowledge and illurai nation, 
which God hath fpnt him into this world to trade with. 
And that which aggravates the burden more, is, thai, 
having received amongft his allotled parcels, certain pre- 
cious truths, of fuch an orient luftre as no diamond can 
equal ; which neveithflels he has in charge to put off 
at any cheap rate, yea, for. nothing to them that will ; the 
great merchants of this world, fearing that this courfe 
would foon difcover and difgrace the falfe glitter of their 
deceitful wares, wherewith they abufe the people, like 
poor Indians with beads and glaflcs, pra£iife by all means 
how they may fupprcfs the vending of fuch rarities, and 
at fuch a cheapnefs as would undo them, and turn their 
trath upon their hands. Therefore by gratifying the corrupt 
delires of men in flefhly doctrines, they flir them up 
to perfecute with hatred and contempt all thofe^ that feci 

to 
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to bear themfelves uprightly in this their fpintual fai^orj- 1 
which they forefeeing, though they cannot but tcftify of 
truth, and the excellency of that heavenly traffick which 
they bring, againft what oppniition or danger foever, 
yet needs muft it fit heavily upon their fpirits, that, being 
in God's prime intention, and their own, felefted heralds 
rf peace, and difpenfers of treafure ineftimable, without 
price to them that have no peace, they find in the dif- 
charge of their commiffion, that they are made the great- 
eft variance and offence, a very fword and fire both in houfe 
, and city over the .whole earth. This is that which the fad 
prophet Jeremiah laments : " Wo is me, my mother, that - 
jtthouhaftbomme, a man of ftrife and contention!" And i 
although divine infpiratfon muft certainly have been fweet ! 
to thofe ancient prophets, yet the irkfomenefs of that | 
truth which they brought was fo unpleafant unto therri, ( 
that everywhere they call it a burden. Yesf, that '■■ 
myfterious book of revelation, which the great evangelift 1 
was bid to eat, as it had been fome eyebrightening eledu- 
ary of knowledge and forefight, though it were fweet iii 
his mouth, and, in the learning, it was bitter in his belly, 
. bitter in the denouncing. Nor was this hid from the wife 
poet Sophocles, who in that place of his tragedy, where ' 
Tirefias is called to refolve king CEdipus in a matter 
, which he knew would be grievous, brings him in be- 
moaning his lot, that he knew more than other men. 
For farely to every good and peaceable man, it muft ia 
natnre needs be a hateful thing to be the difpleafer 
and molefter of thoufands ; much better would it like 
him doubtlefs to be the meffengcr of gladnefs and 
contentment, which is his chief intended bufinefs to all 
Hiankind, but that they refift and' oppofe their own 
.true happinefs. But^ when_God comcoands to take.lhft 
tmoipet. and blow a .dplorp.us gr,a jarring^ blafti jt lies 
55LX'O03J3ls_will_what;_h?.lliaLJkyj..,Qi\,\vhat„iiFf 
conceal.. If he Ihall think to be filent, as Jeremiah did, 
becaufe of the reproach and derifioo he met with daily, 
■ " and all his familiar friends watched for his halting," to 
be revenged on him for fpeaking the truth, he would be 
forced to confefs as he confeiTed ; " his word was in my 
i.;. heart as a burning fire fliut up in my bones; I was 
r weary with forbearing, and could not ftay." Which might 
I I 3 tcacii 
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teach thefc times not fuddenly to condemn all things 
that are Ihaiply fpoken or vehemently written as pro- 
ceeding out of ftomach, virulence, and ill-nature ; butto 
confider rather, that if the prelates have leave to fay the 
worft that can be faid, or do the worft that can be done, 
while they ftrive to keep to themfelvcs, to their great 
pleafure and commodity, thofe things which they ought 
to render up, no man can be juftly offended with him that 
Ihall endeavour to impart and beftow, without any gain 
to himfelf, thofe (harp but faving words, which would 
Ibe a terrour and a torment in him to keep back. For me, 
|l have determined to lay up as the bcft treafure and folace 
Kjf a good old age, if God vouchfafe it me, thsJiCnsft 
lliberty of fre^ fpcp inh f""t "lyyoutbi where I fhall think 
lit available in fo dear a concernment as the church's 
jgood. For if I be, either by difpofitibn or what other 
caufe, too inquifitive, or fufpicious of myfelf andmine 
own doings, who can help it ? But this I forefee, that 
fhould the church be brought under heavy oppreffion, 
and God have given me ability the while to reafon againft 
that man thatfliouldbe the author of fofouladeed; or 
Ihould ihe, by blefling from above on the induftry and 
courage of faithful men, change this her diflra6ted eflate 
into better days, without the leaft furtherance or contri- 
bution of thofe few talents, which God at that prefent had 
lent me ; I forefee what ftories I fhould hear within myfcif, 
all my life after, of difcourage and reproach. Timorous 
and ungrateful, the church of God is now again at 
the foot of her infulting enemies, and thou ' bewailefl ; 
what matters it for thee, or thy bewailing f When time 
was, thou couldil not find a fyllable of all that thou haft 
read, or ftudied, to utter in her behalf. Yet eafe and 
leifure was given thee for thy retired thoughts, out of the 
fweat of other men. Thou haft the diligence, the parts, 
the language of a man, if a vain fubjedt were to be 
adorned or beautified ; but when ^he caufe of God and 
his church was to be pleaded, for which purpofe that 
tongue was given thee which thou haft, God liftened if 
he could hear thy voice among his zealous fervants, but 
thou wert dumb as a beaft ; from henceforward be that 
which thine own brutifh filence hath made thee. Or 
clfe I Ihould have heard on the other ear; flothfulj and 

ever 
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ever to be fet light by, the church hath now o\'ercome 
her late diftreiTes after the unwearied labours of many her 
true fervants that ftood- up in her defence ; thou alfo 
wouldft take upon thee to fhare araongft them of their 
joy: but wherefore thou ? Where canft thou fliow any 
word or deed of thine which might have haftencd her 
peace? Whatever thou doft now talk, or write, or look, 
is ^e alms of other men's active prudence and zeal. 
Dare not now to fay, or do any tiling better than thy 
former floth and infancy ; or if thou dareft, thou doft 
impudently to make a thrifty purchafeof boldnefs to thy- 
felf, out of Ihe painful merits of other men; what before 
was thy lin is now thy duty, to be abject and worthlefs. 
Thefe, and fuch like leflbns asthefe, I know would have 
been my matins duly, and my evenfong. But now by 
this little diligence, mark what a privilege I have gained 
with good men and iaints, to claim my right of lament- 
ing the tribulations of the church, if ihe fliould fuffer, 
when others, that have ventured nothing for her fake> 
have not the honour to be admitted mourners. But if 
ihe lift up her drcwping head and profper, among thofe 
that have fomething more than wifhed her welfare, I 
have my charter and frceheld of rejoicing to me and my 
heirs. Concerning therefore this wayward fubje£l: againft 
prelaty, the touching whereof is fo diftafteful and difqui- 
etoostoaoumber of men, as by what hath been iaid I 
auy deferve of charitable readers to be credited, that 
neither envy nor gall hath entered me upon this contro- 
verfy, but the enforcement of confcience only, and a pre- 
ventive fear left the omitting of this duty ihould be 
againft me, when I would ftove up to mylelf the good 
provifion of peaceful hours : fo, left it fhould he ftill 
imputed to me, as I have found it hath been, that feme 
felf.pleaiing humour of vainglory hath incited me to 
conteftwith men of high eflimat'ion, now while green 
years are upon my head J from this necdlefsfurmifal Ilhall 
hope to diiTuade the intelligent and equal auditor, if I 
can but fay fuccefsfully that which in this exigent be- 
hoves me; although I would be heard only, if it might 
be, by the elegant and learned reader, to whom princi- 
pally fof a while I iball beg leave I may addrefs inyfelf. 
1 3 Tq 



lis' 7%e Rea/on of Church-Government Book 11. 

To him it will be no new thing, though I tell him that 
if I hunted after praife, by the oftentation of wit and 
learning, I Ihould not write thus out of mine own feafon 
■when I have neither yet completed to my mind the full 
circle of my private ftudies, although I complain not oi 
any infufficiency to the matter in hand ; or were I ready 
to my wilhes, it were a folly to commit any thing elabo- 
rately compofed to the carelefs and interrupted liftening 
of thefe tumultuous tijnes. Next, if I were wife only to 
my own ends, I would certainly take ftich a fubjedl as of 
itfelf might catch applaufe, whereas this hath all the dif- 
advantages on the contrarj", and fUch a fubjedt as the 
publifhing whereof might be delayed at pleafure, and 
time enough to pencil it over with all the curious touches 
of art, even to theperfe<n:ion ofa faultlefs piflure; wiienas 
in this argument the not deferring is of great moment to 
the good fpeeding, that if folidity have leifure to do her 
office, art catmot have much. Laftly , I fh ould not choofc 
this (aanoer of writingj wherein knowingmyfelf inferiour 
to myfelf,_]ed by. the genial power of nature ,to_a^^r 
talk, I have .the yfe, as 1 may accpuntj but of my lef^HanJ 
And though I ihall be foolilli in faying more to this pur- 
pofe, yet, fince it will be fuch a folly, as wifeft men go 
about to commit, having only con fefled and fo committed, 
I may tmft with more reafon, becaufe with more folly, 
to have courteous pardon. For although a poet, foaring 
in the high reafon of his fancies, with his garland and 
finging robes about him, might, without apology, fpcak 
more of himfelf than I mean to do ; yet for me fitting here 
below in the coo! element of profe, a mortal thing among 
many readers of no empjn-eal conceit, to venture and di- 
vulge unufual things of myfelf, I ihall petition to the 
gentler fort, it may not be envy to me. I muft fay there- 
fore, that after 1 had for my firil years, by the ceafc- 
' lefs diligence and care of my father, (whom God recom- 
penfe!) been exercifed to the tongues, and fome fciences, 
as my age would fufFer, by fundry mafters and teachers 
both at home and at thefchools, it was found, that whether 
aught was impofed me by them that had the overlooking, 
or betaken to of mine own choice in Englifii, or other 
toDgnejprolipg or ycrfing, but chiefly this latte r, the fly jg. 
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^y certain vital fig ns it had, was likely to live. But much 
latelief in the private academies of Italy, whither I was 
fevoured to refort, perceiving that feme trifles which I had 
in memory, compofedat under twenty or thereabout, (for 
tbe manner is, that every one muft give fome proof of hia 
wit and reading there) met with acceptance above what 
was looked for ; and other things, which I had ihifted in 
farcity of books and conveniences to patch up amongft 
them, were received with written encomiums, which the 
Italian is not forward to beftow on men of this fide the 
Alps s I began thus iar to atTcnt both to them and divers; 
of my friends here at home, and not lefs to an inward 
prompting which now grew daily upon me, that by la- 
bour and Jntenfe ftudy, (which I take to be my portion 
in this life) joined with the flrong propenfity of nature, 
i might perhaps leave fomething fo written to after times, 
as they Ihonid not willingly let it die. Thefe thoughts 
at once poffeffed me, and thefe other j that if 1 were cer- 
tain to write as men btiy leafes, for three lives and down- 
ward, there ought no regard be fooner had than to God's 
^ory, by the honour and inftrudtion of my country. For 
which caufe, and not only for that I knew it would be 
hard to arrive at the fecond rank among the Latins, I 
applied myfelf to that refolution, which Ariofto followed 
againft the perfuafions of Bembo, to fix all the induftry 
and art I could unite to the adorning of my native 
tongue; not to make Tcrbal curiolities the end, (that 
were a toilfome vanity,) but to be an interpreter and 
relater of the beft and fageft things, among mine own 
citizens throughout this ifland in the mother dialeft. 
That what the grcateft and choiceft wits of Athens^ 
Rome, or modem Italy, and thofe Hebrews of old did for 
their country, I, in my proportion, with this over and 
above, of being a chriltian, might do for mine; not 
caring to be once named abroad, though perhaps I could 
attain to that, but content with thefe Britiih illands as my 
world ; whofe fortune hath hitherto been, that if the 
Athenians, as fome fay, made their fmall deeds great and 
renowned by their eloquent writers, England hath had 
her noble achievements made fmail by the unikilful 
baadling of monksajcid mechanics. 

\ 4 Time, 
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Time ferves not now, and perhaps I might feem too 
profufe to give any certain account of what the mind at 
home, in the fpacious circuits of her muling, hath liberty 
to propofe to herfelf, though of higheft hope and hardeft 
attempting; whether that epic form whereof the two 
poems'of Homer, and thofeother two of Vii^il and Taffo, 
are a ditFufe, and the book of Job a brief model : or whe- 
ther the rules of Ariftotle herein are flridUy to be kept, or 
nature to be followed, which in them that know ar^ and 
ufe judgment, is no tranfgreffion, but an enriching of art : 
and laftly, what king or knight, before the conqueft, 
Alight be chofen in whom to lay the pattern of a chriftian 
hero. And as Taffo gave to a prince of Italy his choice 
whether he would command him to write of Godfrey's 
expedition agalnft the Infidels, or Betifarius againft tiie 
Goths, or Charlemain againft the Lombards; if to the 
inftin»9: of nature and the emboldening of art aught maybe 
trufied, and that there be nothing adverfe in our climate, 
or the fate of this ^e, it haply would be no raihnefs, from 
' an equal diligence and inclination, to prefent the like 
ofier in our own ancient ftoriea ; or whether thofe drama- 
tic conftitutions, wherein Sophocles and -Euripides reign, 
fhall be found more dodlrinal and exemplary to a nation. 
The fcripture alfo affords us a divine {)aftoral drama in the 
Song of Solomon, confifting of two perfons, and a double 
chorus, as Origen rightly judges. And the Apocalypfe 
t)f St. John is the majeltic image of a high and Aately 
tragedy, ihutting up and intermingling her folemn fcenes 
and a^ with a fevenfold chorus of hallelujahs and harp- 
ing fymphonies : jmd this my opinion the grave authority 
of Parens, commenting that book, is fufEcient to confirm. 
Or if occafion ihall lead, to imitate thofe magnific odes 
and hymns, wherein Pindarus and Callimachus are in 
moft things worthy, fome others in their frame judicious, 
in their matter moft an end faulty. But thofe frequent 
fongs throughopnt the law and prophets beyond all tiicft^ 
not in their divine argument alone, but in the very criti- 
cal art of compofition, may be ealily made appear over 
all the kinds of lyric poefy to be incomparable. Thefe 
abilities, wherefoever they be found, are the infpired gift 
of God raftly betlow^j but yet %o fpme (thoi^h nmfl 
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abufe) in every nation : and are of power, befide the 
office of a pulpit, to inbreed and cherifh in a great people 
the feeds of virtue and public civility, to allay the 
perturbations of the mind, and fet the affeAions in right 
tune ; to celebrate in glorious and lofty hymns the throne 
and equipage of God's almightinefs, and what he works, 
and what he fuffers to be wrought with high providence 
ia his church ; to ling vi«£torious agonies of martyrs and 
laints, the deeds and triumphs of juft and pious nations, 
doing valiantly through fiiith againft the enemies of 
Qirift ; to deplme the general relapfes of kingdoms and 
Sstes from juAice and God's true worOiip. Laftly, what- 
foever in religion is holy and fublime, in virtue amiable 
or grave, whatfoever hath pafBon or admiration in all 
thechanges of that which is called fortune from without, 
or the wily fubtlcties and refluxes of man's thoughts from 
within ; alt thefe things with a foHdand treatable fmooth- 
sels to paint out and defcribe. Teaching over the w^hole 
book of lan61ity and virtue, through all the inftances of 
example, with fuch delight to thofe efpecially of fofc 
aod dslkious temper, who will not fo much as look upon 
tmth hcrfelf, unlefs they fee her elegantly drefled ; that 
whereas the paths of honelly and good life appear now 
mgged and difficult, though they be. indeed eafy and 
pleatant] they will then appear to all men both eafy and 
plcafant, though they were rugged and difficult indeed. 
And what a beneflt this would be to our youth and gen- 
try, may be foon guefled by what we know of the corrup- 
tion and bane, which they fuck in daily from the writings 
and interludes of libidinous and ignorant poetafters, who 
having fcarce ever heard of that which is the main con- 
fiftence of a true poem, the choice of fuch perfons as 
they ought to introduce, and what is moral and decent 
to each one ; do lor the moll part lay up vicious princi- 
ples in fweet pills to be fwallowed down, and make the 
tafte of virtuous documents harfli and four.' But becaufe 
the fpiiit of man cannot demean itfelf tivdy in this body, 
without fome recreating intermiffion of labour and feri- 
0U8 things, it were happy for the commonwealth, if our 
magiHrates, as in thofe iamous governments of old, would 
take iiitp their care, not only the deciding of our con- 
tentious ' 
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tenlious law cafes and brawls, hut the managing of our 
publick fports and feftival paftimes, that they might 
be, not fuch as were authorifed a while fince, the pro- 
vocations of drunkennefs and lufl, but fuch as may inure 
and harden our bodies by martial exercifes to all- 
warlike fkill and performance ; and may civilize, adorn, 
and make difcreet our minds by the learned and affable 
meeting of frequent academies, and the procurement 
of wife and artful recitations, fweetened with elo- 
quent and graceful inticements to the love and praftice 
of juftice, temperance, and fortitude, inftruAing and bet- 
tering the nation at all opportunities, that the call of 
wifdom and virtue may be heard every where, as Solomon 
faith ; " She crieth without, ftie uttereth her voice in the 
■ftreets, in the top of high places, in the chief concourfe, 
and in the openings of the gates." Whether this may not 
be, not only in pulpits, but after another pcrfuaCve 
method, at fet and folemri pancguries, in theatres, porch- 
es, or what other place or way, may win moft upon the 
people to receive at once both recreation and inflrudtion; 
let Uiem in authority confult The thing which I had to 
fay, dnd thofe intentions which have lived within me 
ever fince I could conceive myfelf any thing worth to 
my country, I ceturn to crave excufe that urgent reafon 
hath plucked from me, by an abortive and foredated 
difcovery. And the accomplifhment of them lies not but 
in a power above man's to promife ; but that none hath 
by more ftudious ways endeavoured, and with more un- 
wearied fpirit that none fhall, that I dare almoft aver of 
inyfelf, as far as life and free leifure will extend ; and 
that the land had once enfranchifed herfelf from this 
impertinent yoke of prelaty, under whofe inquifitorious 
and tyrannical duncery, no free and fplendi* wit can 
flourifh. Neither do 1 think it ihame to covenant with 
any knowing reader, that for fome few years yet I may go 
on triift with him toward the payment of what I am now 
indebted, as being a work not to be raifed from the heat 
of youth, OT the vapours of wine ; like that which flows at 
wafte from thepen of fome vulgar amourift,orthe trencher 
fury of a rhyming parafite ; nor to be obtained by the 
invocation of dame memory and her firen daughters, but 
bydevout jirayer to that eternal Spirit, who c^ enrich 
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'gith.aU utterauce, ancl knowledge, and fends out his 
feraphiayjyith the liallnwed.^r£_p.f his altafj to touch 
and^url^t-llie.Hps of whom he pleafes : to this muft be 
added induftrious and feledl reading, fteady obfervaticn, 
infight into all feemly and generons arts and affeirs ; till 
which in fome meafure be compafTed, at mine own peril 
awd coft, I refule not to fuftain this expectation from as- 
niany as are not loth to hazard fo much credulity upon 
tfie beft pledges that I can give them. Although it no- 
thing content me to have difclofed thus much before 
hand, but that I truft hereby to make jt manifeft with 
whatfmall willingnefs I endure to interrupt the purfuit of 
no lefs hopes than thefe, and leave a calm and pleafingfo- 
iitarinefs, fed with cheerful and confident thoiights, to era- 
bark in a troubled fea of noifes and hoarfe difputes, put 
fi'om beholding the bright countenance of truth in the 
quiet and ftill air of delightful ftudics, to come into the 
dim refiedtion of hollow antiquities fold by the deeming 
bulk, and there be fain to club quotations with men whofe 
learning and belief lies in marginal ftuffinga, who, wheii . 
they have, like goodfumpters, laid ye down their horfe- 
ioad of citations and fathers at your door; with a rhapfody 
of who and who were bifhops here or there, ye may take 
off their packfaddles, their day's work is done, and epif- 
copacy, as they think, ftoutly vmdicafed. Let any gentle 
apprehenfion, that can diftinguith learned pains from 
unlearned drudgery, imagine what pleafure or profound- 
nefs can be in this, or what honour to deal againft fuch 
adveifaries. But were it the meaneft undericrvice, if 
God by his fecretary confcience enjoin it, it were fad for 
meifl Ihould draw back ; forme efpecially, now when 
all men offer their aid to help, cafe, and lighten the diffi- 
cult labours of the church, to whofe fervice, by the inten- 
tions of my parents and friends, 1 was deftined of a child, 
and in mine own refolutions; till coming to fome maturity 
of years, and perceiving what tyranny had invaded the 
church, that he who would take orders muft fubfcribe 
flave, and take an oath withal, which, unlefs he took with 
a conlcience that would retch, he muflr either ftraight 
peijure, or fplit his faith j I thought it better to prefer a 
bjamelefs iilence before the facred office of fpeaking, 

bought 
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bought and begun with fcrvitude and forfwearing. 
Howfoever thus church-outed by the prelates, hence 
may appear the right I have to meddle in thefe nialters, 
as before the neceffity and conftraint appeared. 



That prelaty Bpfofetb the reafinand end of thegofpel three ways; ad 
firft, in her outward farm. 

A.PTEB this digreffion, it would remain that I Ihould 
fingle out Ibme other reaibn, which miglit undertake for 
prelaty to be a fit and lawful church-government; but 
finding none of like validity with thefe that have already 
fped according to their fortune, I fiiall add one reafoa 
.why it is not to be thought a church-government at all, 
but a church -.tyranny, and is at hoftile terms with the end 
andreafon of Chrift's evangelic miniflry. Albeit I muft 
confefs to be half in doubt whether I ftiould bring it forth 
or nOi it being fo contrary to the eye of the world, and the 
world fo potent in raoft men's hearts, that I fliall endanger 
either not to be regarded, or not to be underlJood; for 
who is there almoft that meafures wifdom by fimplicity, 
;l^rength by fuflFcring, dignity by lowlinefs? Who is 
there that counts it firft to be laft, fomething to be 
nothing, and reckons himfelf of great command in thathe 
is a fervant ! Yet God, when he meant to fubdue the world 
•and Hell at once, part of thatto falvation, and this wholly 
to perdition, made choice of no other weapons, (x* auxilia- 
ries than thefcj whether to fave or to deftroy. It had been 
a fmall maflery for him to have drawn out his legions 
into array, and flanked them with hig thunder ; therefore 
he fent fooliflinefs to confute wifdom, weaknefs to bind 
firength, defpifednefs to vanquifh pride : and this is the 
greait myftery of the gofpel made good in Chrift himfelf, 
who, as he teftifies, came not to be miniflered to, but to 
miniilcr; and muft be fulfilled in all bfs minifters till his 
fecond coming. To go againft thefe principles St. Paul 
fo feared, that if he fhould but affeft the wifdom of words 
in bis preaching, he thought jt would be laid to his 
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charge, that he had made the crofs of Chiift to be of 
none eiFedl. Whether, then, prelaty do not make of 
none efFed: the crofs of Chrift, by the principles it hath 
ib contrary to thcfe, nullifying the power and end of 
the gofpei, it ihall not want due proof, if it want 
not doe belief. Neither fhall I fland to trifle with 
one that would tell me of quiddities and formalities 
whether prelaty or prelateity, in abtlraft notion be this 
or that; it fuffices me that I find it in his fliin, fo 
I find it infeparable, or not oftenor otherwife than a 
phoenix hath been feen ; although I perfuade me, that 
whatever faultinefs was but fuperficial to prelaty at 
the beginning, is now, by the juft judgment of God, 
long fince branded and mwom into the very eflence 
thereof. Firft, therefore, if to do the work of the gofpe!, 
Chrift our Lord toolc upon him the form of a fervant ; 
how can his fervant in this miniftry take upon him the 
form of a lord ? I know Bilfon hath deciphered us all the 
gallantries of fignore and monfignore, and monlieur, 
as circumftantially as any puniftualift of Caftile, Naples, 
or Fountain-Bleau, could have done : but this muf^ not 
fo compliment us out of our right minds, as to be to 
learn that the form of a fervant was a mean, laborious, 
and vulgar life, apteft to teach ; which form Chrifl; 
thought fitteft, that he might bring about his will accord- 
ing to his own principles, choofing the meaner things 
of this world, that he might put under the high. Now, 
whether the pompous garb, the lordly life, the wealth, 
the haughty difiance of prelaty, be thcfe meaner things 
of the world, whereby God in them would manage the 
myftery of his gofpei, be it the verdict of common fenfe. 
For Chrift faith in St. John, " The fervant is not greater 
than his lord, nor he that is fent, greater than he that 
lent him ;" and adds, " If ye know thefe things, happy 
are ye if ye do them." Then let the prelates well advife, 
if they neither know, nor do thefe things, or if they 
know, and yet do them not, wherein their happinefs con- 
fifts. And thus is the gofpei fruftrated by the lordly 
. foim of prelaty. 
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C H A. P. n. 

^%at the ceremmious do&rine of prelaly oppofeth the reafoK and end of 

tbegof^l. 

X HAT which next declares the heavenly power, and 
reveals the deep myftery of the gofpel, is the pure fim- 
plicity of dodtrinc, accounted the foolifhnefs of this 
world, yet croffing and confounding the pride and wif- 
dom of the flefli. And wherein coiitifls this fleftily wifdoni 
and pride ? In being altogether ignorant of God and his 
worfllip? No furely, for men are naturally alhamed of 
that. Where then ? It confifts in a bold prefumptioQ 
of ordering the worfhip and fervice of God after man's 
own will in traditions and ceremonies. Now if the pride 
and wifdom of the flelh were to be defeated and con- 
founded, no doubt but in that very point wherein it was 
proudeft, and thought itfelfwifcft, that fo the viAory of 
'the gofpel might be the more illuftrious. But our prelates, 
inftead of expreffing the fpritual 'power of their minifiry, 
by warring againft this chief bulwark and flrong hold of 
the flefli, have entered into fall league with the princi- 
pal enemy againft whom they were lent, and turned the 
ftrength of fleflily pride and wifdom againft the pure 
fimplicity of faving truth. Firft, miftrufting to find the . 
authority of iheir order in the immediate inflitution of 
Chri'ft, or his apoftles, fay the clear evidence of fcripture, 
they fly to the carnal fupportment of tradition ; when we 
appeal to the Bible, they to the 'unwieldy volumes of 
tradition : and do not fhame to rejeiS the ordinance of 
him that is eternal, for the perverfe iniquity of fixteen 
hundred years ; choofing rather to think truth itfelf a liar, 
than that fixteen ages Ihould be taxed with an errour; 
not confidering the general apoflafy that was foretold, 
and the church's flight into the wildemefs. Nor is this 
enough; inftead of ftiowing the reafon of their lowly 
condition from divine example and command, they feek, 
to prove their high preeminence from human confent and 
authority. But let them chant while they will of pre- 

' rogatives, 
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rogatives, we ftiall tell them of fcriptdre; of cuftom, 
we of fcripture; of ads and ftatutes, ftili of fcripture; 
till the quick and piercing word enter to the dividing of 
their fouls, and the mighty weaknefs of the gofpel throw 
down the weak mightinefs of man's reafoning. Now for 
their demeanour within the church, how have they disfi- 
gured and defaced that more than angelic brightnels, the 
unclouded fcrenity of chriftian religion, with the dark 
.overcafting of fqpcrflitious copes and flaminical veftures, 
wearing on their backs, and I abhor to think, perhaps in 
feme worfe place, the inexpreflible image of God the 
Father ? Tell me, ye priefts, wherefore this gold, where- 
fore thefe robes and furplices over the gofpel ? Is bur 
religion guilty of the firfl trefpafs,- and hath need of 
clothing to cover her nakedoefs ? What docs this eife 
but caft an ignominy upon the perfedlion of Chrift'» 
miniftry, by fecking to adorn it with that which was the 
poorremedy ofour fhame? Believe it, wondrous do(Sl:or8, 
all corporeal refemblances of inward hoHncfs and beauty 
arenowpafl:; hethat will clothe the gofpel now, intimates 
plainly, that the gofpel is naked, uncomely, that I may not 
fay reproachful. Do not, ye church-maflters, while Chrift 
is clothing upon our -barrennefs with liis righteous gar- 
ment to make us acceptable in his Father's fight ; do not, as 
f't do, cover and hide his righteous verity with the poi- 
nted clothing of your ceremonies, to make it feem more 
decent in your own eyes. "How beautiful," faith Ifaiah, 
"are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub- 
liihethfalvation ! " Are the feet fo beautiful, and is the very 
bringing of thefe tidings fo decent of itfelf ? What new 
decency can then be added to this by your fpinftry? Ye 
fliink by thefe gaudy glifterings to ftir up the devotion of 
the rude multitude; ye think fo, becaufe ye forfake the 
heavenly teaching of St. Paul for the heliifti fophiftry of 
papifm. If the multitude be rude, the lips of (he preacher 
muft give knowledge, and not ceremonies. And although 
fome chriftians be newborn babes comparatively to ferae 
that are flronger, yet in refpei^l: of ceremony, which isbut 
a rudiment of the law, the weakefl chriftian hath thrown 
off the robes of his minority, and is a perfeft man, as to 
legal rites. What children's food there is in the gofpel, 

we 
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■we know to be no other than the ** fincerity of the word, 
that they may grow thereby." But is here the utmoft of 
your outbraving the fervice of God ? No. Ye have been 
bold, not to fet your threfliold by his ihreihold, or your 
pofts by his pofts i but your facrament, your lign, call it 
what you will, by his facrament, baptizing the chriftian 
infant with a folemn fprinkle, and unbaptizing for your 
own part with a prophane and impious forefinger : as if 
wheD ye had laid the purifying element upon his fore- 
liead, ye meant to cancel and crofs it out again with 
a character not of God's bidding. O but the innocence 
of thefe ceremonies ! O rather the fottifli abfurdity of 
ihis excufe. What could be more innocent than the 
wafliing of a cup, a glafs, or hands, before meat, and that 
under the law when fo many waftjings were commanded, 
and by long tradition ? yet our Saviour detefted their 
cuftoms, though never fo feeming harmlefs, and charges 
them feverely, that they had tranfgrefled the command- 
ments of God by their traditions, and worfhipped him in 
. in vain. How much more then rauft thefe, and much 
groffcr ceremonies now in force, delude the end of Chrifl's 
coming in the flefti againft the flefti, and ftifle the fince- 
rity of our new covenant, whichhath bound us to forfake 
all carnal pride and wifdom, eipecially in matters of re- 
ligion ? Thus we fee again how prclaty, failing in oppo- 
fition to the main end and power of the gofpel, doth not 
join in that myllerious work of Chrift, by lowlinefs to con- 
found height, by fimplicity of do<£lrine the wifdom of tbe 
WMrld, but contrariwife hath made itfelf high in the world 
and the flefh, to vanquifh things by the world accounted 
low, and made itfelf wife in tradition and fleftily cere- 
mony, to confound the purity of doArine which is the 
wifdom of God. 

CHAP. III. 

Ti)al pulatical jurlfdiSkn oppo/eth the reafon and end of the GafpdaU 
of State. 

X HE third and lafl confideration remains, whether the" 
'prelates in their fundlion do work according to the gof- 
pel, pra^ifing to fubdue the mighty things of this world 

by 
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by things vreak, which St. Paul hath fet forth to be th« 
power and excellence of the gofpel j or whether in more 
ukelihood they band themfelves with the prevalent things 
of this world, to overrun the weak things which Chrift 
bath raade choice to work by : and this will fooneA be 
difcerned by the courfe of their jurifdicftion. But here 
igain I find my thoughts almoft in fufpenfe betwixt yea 
ind no, and am nigh turning mine eye which way I may 
beft retire, and not proceed in this fubje£t, blaming tlw 
trdency of my mind that fixed me too attentively to come 
tbua far. For truth, I know not how, hath thia unhap- 
flnefs fatal to her, ere Jhe can come to the trial and in-* 
fpeiftbn of the underftanding; being to pafs through 
many little w^arda and limits of the feveral affections and 
defires ihe cannot fhift it, but muft put on fuch colours 
ind attire^ as thofe pathetic handmaids of the fonl pleafe 
to lead her in to their queen : and if ftie find fo much 
&vour with them, they let her pafs in her own likened i 
if not, they bring her into the prefcnce habited and co- 
loured like a notorious falfehood. And contrary, when 
any falfehood comes that way, if they like the errand flie 
brmga, they are fo artful to counterfeit the very fhape and 
vi&ge of truth, that the underftanding not being able to 
difcem the fiicus which thefe inchantrcffes with fucH 
cunning have laid upon the feature fometimea of truth, 
fometimes of falfehood interchangeably, fentences for 
the moft part one for the other at the firfl: blulh, ac- 
cording to the fubtle impofture of thefe ferifual miftreffea, 
that keep the ports and paffages between her and the 
objeft. So that were it not for leaving imperfe<S that 
which is already laid, I Ihould go near to relinquish that 
which Ib to follow. And becaufe I fee that moft men, 
*s it happens in this world, either weakly or falfely prin- 
cipled, what through ignorance, and what through cuf- 
t(Mn of lit«nce, both in difcourfe and writing, by what 
hath been of late written in vulgar, have not feemed to 
attain the decifion of this point : I fliall Hkewife affay 
thofe wily arbitrefles who in moft men have, as wa» 
heard, the fole ulhering of truth and falfehood between 
the fenfe and the foul, with what loyalty they will ufe 
me in convoying thig truth to my underftanding ; 
Vol. I. K the 
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the rathir for that by as much acquaintance as I can 
obtain with them, I do not find them engaged either one 
way or other. Concerning therefore ecclefiaftical jui"if- 
diiSion, I find Hill more controverfy, who Ihould admi- 
nifter it; than diligent inquiry made to learn what it 
is: for had the pains been taken to fearch out that, it 
had been long ago enrolled to be nothing elfe but a pure 
tyrannical forgery of the prelates; and that jurifdiffi?e 
power in the church there ought to be none at all. It 
cannot be conceived that what men now call jurifdiiflion ia 
the church, fhould be other thing than a chriftian cenr 
forfliip ; and therefore it is moft commonly and tru^ 
named ecclefiaftical cenfure. Now if the roman cenfor, 
a civil fundion, to that fevere affize of furvf ying and 
controlling the privatefl: and flyeft manners of all men 
and all degrees, had no jurifdi<3.ion, no courts of plea 
or inditeinent, no punitive force annexed ; whether it 
were that to this manner of correction the intanglement 
of fuits wa^ improper, or that the notice of thofe upright 
inquifitors extended to fuch the moft covert and fpiritoBs 
vices as would flip eafily between the wider and more 
material grafp of the law; or that it flood more with the 
majcfty of that office to have no other ft;tgcants or maces 
about them but thofe inviftble ones of terrour and fhame; 
or, ladly, were it their fear, left the greatnefs of this 
authority and honour, armed with jnrifdi£tion, might 
ftep with cafe into a tyranny : in all ihefe refpedls, with 
much more rcafon undoubtedly ought fhe cenfure of the 
church be quite diverted and difentailed of all jiirifdiiflion 
whatfocvcr. For if the courfe of judicature to a politi- 
cal cenforfhip ffem either too tedious, or too contentious, 
much more may it to the difcipline of the church, whofe 
definitive decrees are to be fpeedy, but the execution o( 
rigour flow, contrary to what in legal proceedings is moft 
uiual i and by how much the lefs contentious it is, by 
fo much will it be the more chriftian. And if the cen- 
^ for, in his moral epifcopy, being, to judge moft in mat-, 
ters not anfwerablc by writ or a£iion, could not ufe an 
inftrument fo grols and bodily as jurifdi6tion is, how 
can the miuifter of the gofpcl manage the corpulent and 
fecular trial of bill and procefs in things merely fpiritualS 

Or 
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Or' could that roman office, without this juridical 
fword or faw, ftrike fuch a reverence of itielf into the 
moft iindaunted hearts, as with one lingle dafli of igno- 
miny to put all the fenate and knighthood of Rome into 
atremblQ? Surely much rather might the heavenly mi-: 
Difiry of the evangel bind herfelf about with far more 
piercing beams of roajefty and awe, by wanting the beg- 
garly help of halings and amercements in the ufe of her 
powerful keys. For when the church without temporal 
Aipport is able to do her great works upon the unforced 
obttiienceof men, it argues a divinity -about her. But 
■when ihe thinks to credit and better her fpiritual efficacy, 
and to win herfelf refpefl and dread by ftrutting in "the 
falfe vizard of woiJdly authority, it is evident that God is ■ 
not there, but that her apoftolic virtue is departed from ■ 
her, and hath left her key-cold; which flie perceiving 
as in a decayed nature, leeks to the outward fomentations 
and chafings of worldly help, and external flouiifhes, to 
fetch, ifitbepoffible, fome motion into her extreme parts. 
Or to hatch a counterfeit life with the crafty and artificial 
heatof jurifdidtton. But it is obfervable, that fo long as 
the church, in true imitation of Chrift, can be content to 
ride upon an afs, carrying herfelf and her government 
along in ameanand fimpleguife, Ihe may bcj as he is, a lion 
of the tribe of Judah ; and in her humility all men with 
loud hofannas will confefs her gieatnefs. But when defpif- 
ing themighty operation of the Spirit by the weak things of 
this world, Ihe thinks to make herfelf bigger and more 
coafiderable, by ufing the way of civil force and jurif- 
difftion, as flie (its upon this lion fhe changes into an afs, 
and inftead of hofannas every man pelts her with ftones 
and dirt. Laltly, if the wifdom of the Romans feared to 
commit jurifditflion to an office of fo high efteem and 
dread as was the cenfor's,:we may fee what a folccifm in 
the art of policy it hath been, ali this while through 
chriftendom to give jurifdiftion tQ ecclefiaftical cenlure. 
For that ftrength, joined with religion, abated and pre- 
tended to ambitious ends, muft of necelfity breed the 
heavieft and moil: quelling tyranny not only upon the 
necks, but even to the fouls of men: which if chriftian 
Rome had been fo caijtelous to prevent in her church, as 
K 'i pagan 
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f)agan Home was in tier ftate, we bad not had fucb A 
amentable experience theroof a& now we have fmo 
thence upon all chrifiendom. Fm* although I0ud before 
that the ehurch coveting to ride upon the lionly form ol 
jurifdiflion, makes a transformation of berfelf into an afs, 
and becomes defpicaUe, that ia, to thofe whom God hath 
Milightened with true knowledge ; butwhore they remain 
yet in the reliques of fuperllition, this is the extrmiity of 
their bondage and blindoefs, that while they think th^ 
do obcifance to the lordly vifion of a lion, they do it to 
an afs, that through thejufl judgment of God is permitted 
to play the dragon among them becaufe of their wilfid 
ftapidity. And let England here wdl rub her eyes, left 
by leaving jurirdi<5tion and church-cenfure to tlte laine 
pcrfoBS, now that God hath been fo long medicining her 
eyefight, flie do not with her overpoUtic fetches nwr alt, 
and bring herfelf back again to worfbip this afa befiriding 
a lion. Having hitherto explained, that to ecclefiaftical 
cenfure no jurifdiiStive power can be added, without a 
childifh and dangerous overfight in policy, and a peroi- 
cious contradiflion in evangelical difcipline, «s anon 
more fully; it will be next to declare wherein the troa 
reafon and force of church-cenfure confifts, which by 
then it fliall be laid open to the root; fo little is it that I 
fear left any crookednefs, any wrinkle or fpot fliould be 
found in prclbyterian government, that ifBodinthcft- 
mous French writer, though a papift, yet affirms that the 
commonwealth which maintains this difcipline will cer- 
tainly flourifh in virtue and piety; I dare afiure myfeif; 
that every true proteftant will admire the integrity, the 
nprightnefs, tlie divine and gracious purpofes thereof, 
■ and even for the reafon of it fo coherent with the doc- 
trine of the gofpel, bcfide the rvidcn(^ of command ui 
fcripture, will confefs it to be the only true churxJi-^- 
vemment ; and that contrary to the whole end and 
nayftery of Cbrift's coming in the flefli, a falfe appear- 
ance of the fame is exercifed by prelaly. But becaufe 
fome count it rigorous, and that hereby men Ihall be 
liable to a double puniihment, I will begin fomewhat 
higher, and fpeak of puniihment; which, as it is an evil, 
I efieem to be of two forts^ or rather two degrees only* 
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a fej>robate tonCcience in this life, and Hell in the other 
world. Whatever elfe men call puniftiraetit or cenfur<t, 
ii hot [Hroperiy sn evil, fo it be not an illegal violence, but 
a faving medicine ordained of God both for the public 
and private good of man ; who confifling of two parts, thfe 
inward and the outward, waa by the eternal Providence 
left under two forts of cure, the church and the magif- 
trate. The magiftrate hath only to deal wirh the outward 
part, I mean not of the body alone, but Of the mind in 
all-her outward bS.s, which in fcripture is called the out- 
ward man. So that it would be helpful to us if we might 
borrow fuch authority as the rhetoricians by patent may 
give us, with a kind of promethean Ikill to ihape and 
&fhion this outward man into the fiinilitude of a body, 
and fet him vilible before us ; imagining the inner roati 
only as the foul. Thus then the civil magitlrate looking 
Only upon the outward man, (I fay as a magiftrate, for 
what he doth further, he doth it as a member of the 
church) if he find in his complexion, fkin, or outward 
temperature the figns and marks, or in his doings the 
effe<ft8ofinjuftice, rapine, luft, cruelty, or the like, fome- 
times he ihuts up as in frenetick or infectious difeafes ; 
or conttnes within doors, se, in every lickly eflate. Some- 
times he fiiaves by penalty Or mul<£t, or elfe to cool and 
take down thofe luxuriant humours which wealth atid 
excefs hive caufed to abound. Other\vhiles he fears, he 
cauterizes, he fcarifies, lets blood; and finally, fortttmoft 
remedy cuts off. The patients, which moft an end are 
brought into his hofpita), are fuch as are far gone, and 
befide themfelves, (unleft they be falfely accafcd) fo that 
force is neceiiary to tame suid quiet them in their unruly 
fits, before they can be made capable of a more humane 
cure. His general end is the outward peace and weltare 
of the commonwealth, and civil happinefs in this life. 
His particular end in every man is, by the inflitftion of 
pain, damage, and difgrace, that the fenfcs and common 
pereeivance might carry this meflage to the foul within, 
that it is neither eafeful, profitabfe, nor praifeworthy in 
this life to do evil. Which mult needs lend to the good 
of man, whether he be to live or die ; and be undoubt- 
edly the fii'it meana to a natural mmy efpecially an 
K 3 offender, 
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ofFender, which might open his eyes to a higher confidcr- 
ation of good and evil, as it is taaght in religion. This is 
-feen in the often penitence of thofe that fuffer, who, ha^ 
they cfcaped, had gone on finning to an immeafurable 
heap, which is one of the extrenieft puhifhments. And this 
isal! that the civil magiftrate, as fo being, confers to the 
healing of man's mind, working only by terrifying plaf- 
ters upon the rind and Orifice of the fore; and by al! 
-outward appliances, as the logicians fay, a poUeriori, at 
the effeft, and not from the caufe ; not once touching 
the inward bed of corruption, and that he£lic difpofition 
to evil, the fource of all vice and obliquity againft the 
rule of law. Which how infufHcient it is to cure the 
foul of man, we cannot better guefs than by the art of 
bodily phyfic. Therefore God, to the intent of further 
healing man's depraved mind, to this power of the ma- 
gilirate, which contents itfelfwith the reftraint of evil- 
doing in the external man, added that which we call 
cenfure, to purge it and remove it clean out of the inmoft 
foul. In the beginning this authority feems to have been ' 
placed as all both civil and religious rites once were, only 
in each fatherof a family; afterwards among the heathen, 
in the wife men and philofophers of the age ; but fo as 
it wasa thing voluntary, and no fet government. More- 
diftin^Slly among the Jews, as being God's peculiar people, 
where the priefts, levites, prophets, and at laft the fcribcs 
and pharifeesj took chargeof inftru^iing and overfeeing the 
lives of the people. But inthegofpel, which is'the Hxaight- 
cft and the deareft covenant can be made between God 
and man, we being now his adopted fons, and nothing 
fitter for us tb think on than to be like him, united to 
him, and, as he pleafes to exprefsit, to have fellowihip 
■with him ; it is all neceffity that we fhould expe<9: this 
bleffed efficacy of healing our inward man to be minif- 
tered to us in a more familiar and effectual method than 
ever before. God being now no more a judge after the 
fentence of the law, nor, as it were, a fchoolmafler of 
pcrifhable rites, but a raoft indulgent father, governing 
his church as a femily of fons in their difcreet age: and 
therefore, in the fweeteft and mildeft manner of paternal 
difctplme, he hath committed this other office of prefcrv- 
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ing in healthful conftitution the inner man, which may 
be termed the fpirit of the foul, to his fpiritual deputy the 
minifierofeach congregation ; who l;eing bed acquainted 
with his own flock, hath beft reafon to know all the 
fecreteft difeaffes likely to be there. And look, by how 
much the internal man is more excellent and noble than 
the external, by fo much is his cure more exaflly, more 
thoroughly, and more particularly to be performed. For 
which caufc the Holy Ghoft by the apoflles joined to 
the minifter, as affiflant in this great oflice, fometimcs 
a certain number of grave and faithful brethren, (for nei- 
ther doth the phyfician do all in reftoring his patient, he 
prefcribes, another prepares the medicine, fome tend, 
fome watch, fome vifit) much more may a minifter partly 
not fee all, partly err as a man : befides, that nothing 
can be more for the mutual honour and love of (he peo- 
ple to their paflor, and his to them, than when in feleift 
numbers and couvfes they are feen partaking, and doing 
reverence to the holy duties of difciptine by their fervice- 
' able and folemn prefence, and receiving honour again 
from their employment, not now any more to be fepa- 
rated in the church by veils and partitions ^s laics and 
unclean, but admitted to wait upon the tabernacle as 
the rightful clergy of Chrift, a cholen gencraticn, a royal 
priefthood, to offer up fpiritual facrjficc in that meet 
place, to which God and the congregation fliall call and 
affign them. And this all chriftians ought to know, that 
the tide of clergy St. Peter gave to all God's people, till 
pope Higinus and the fucceeding prelates took it from 
them, appropriating that name to themfelves and their 
priefls only ; and condemning the reft of God's inherit- 
ance to an injurious and alienate condition of laity, 
they feparatcd from them by local partitions in churches, 
through their grofe ignorance and pride imitating the 
old temple, and excluding the members of Chrift froth 
the property of being members, the bearing of orderly 
and fit offices in the ccclefiaftical body; as if they- had 
meant to few up that jewifti veil which Chrift -fey his 
death on the crofs rent in fundcr. Although thcfe ufur- 
pers could not fo prefently overmafter the liberties and 
lawfiil titles of God's frccbom church j but tliat Origen, 
K 4 being 
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being yet a layman, expounded the fcrijjtutes publicly, 
and was therein defended by Alexander of Jeruialenfc 
and Theodtiftus of Casfarca, producing in his behalf 
diTcrs examples, that the privilege of teaching was anci- 
ently pertiiitted to many worthy laymen; and Cyprian 
in his epidles profelTes he will do nothing without the 
advice and affent of his affiftant laics. Neither did the 
foil Nicene council, as great and learned as it was, think 
it any robbery to receive in, and require the help.and 
prefence of many learned lay-brethren, as they were then 
called. Many other authorities to confirm this aflertion, 
both out of icripture and the writings of next antiquity, 
Golartlus hath colle6led in his notes upon Cyprian; 
whereby it will be evident, that the laity, not only by 
apoftolic permiffion, but by confent of many of the anci- 
enteft prelates, did participate in church-offices as much 
as is defired any lay-elder ihould now do. Some- 
times alfo not the elders alone, but the whole body of 
tlw; church is interefted in the work, of difcipline, as oft 
a& public fatisfadlion is given by thofe that have given 
public fcandal. Not to fpeak now of her right in elec- 
tions. But another reafon there is in it, which though 
religion did not commend to Us, yet moral and civil pru- 
dence could not but extol. It was thought of old in phi- 
lofophy, that fliame, or to call it better, the reverence of 
our elders, our brethren and friends, was the greateft in* 
citeipent to virtuous deeds, and the greateil diiTualibn 
from unworthy attempts that might be. Hence we may 
read in the Iliad, where Hedtor being wifhed to retire 
frotn the battle, many of his forces being routed, .makes 
anfwer, that be durft not for fhame, left the Trojan knights 
and dames ihould think he did ignobly. And certain it 
is, that whereas terrour is thought fuch a great flicklcr in a 
ctwnmonwealth, honourable fliame is a far greater, and has 
more reafon : for where fliame is, there is fear ; but where 
feir is, there ia not prefcntly Ihame. And if anyObing 
may be done, to inbreed in*us this generous and chrifli- 
inly reverence one of another, the very nurfe and guar* 
diao of piety and virtue, it cannot fooner be than by fucb 
a difcipline in the church, as may ufe us to have in awe 
the aflemblies of the faithfti), and to count it a thing moft 
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grieTOus, next to the grieving of God's fpirit, to offend 
tflofe whom he hath put in authority, as a healing fuper- 
ioteadence over our lives and behaviours, both to our own 
bappinefs, and that we may not give offence to good men, 
who, without amends by us made, dare not, againft God's 
command, hold cOtnmunion with us in holy things. And 
thiawSll be accompanied with a religious dread of being 
outcaft from the company of faints, and from the fatherly 
protection of Grod in his church, to confort with the 
devil and his angels. But there is yet a more ingenuous 
and noble degree of honeft Ihame, or, call it, if you will, 
a& efteem, whereby men bear an inward reverfince to- 
ward their own perfons. And if the love ofGod, asafire 
fait from Heaven to be ever kept alive upon the altars of 
our hearts, be the firft principle of all godly and virtuous 
aftioos in men, this pious and juft honouring of our* 
ieives is the fecond, and may be-thought as the ■ radical 
ffiwfture and fountain-head, whence every laudable and 
Worthy enterprife iffues forth. And although I have 
given it the name of a liquid thing, yet it is not incon- 
'tinent to bound itfelf, as humid things are, but hath in it 
a molt reftliaining and powerful abftinence to flart back, 
and glob itfelf upward from the mixture of any ungene- 
rous and unbefeeming motion, or any foil wherewith it 
may peril to ftain itfelf. Something I confefs it is to be 
alhamed of evildoing in the prefence of any ; and to 
reverence the opinion and the countenance of a good 
Bian rather than a bad, fearing molt in his tight to offend* 
goes fo far as almoft to be virtuous ; yet this is but ftill the 
fear of infamy, and many fuch, when they find them- 
felves alone, faving their reputation, will compound 
with other fcruples, and come to a clofe treaty with their 
dearer vices in fecret. But he that holds himfelf in re- 
verence and due efteem, both for the dignity of God's 
image upon him, and for the price of his redemption, 
whidi Iw thinks is vifibly marked upon his forehead^ 
accounts himfetf both a fit perfon to do the nobleft and 
godlieft deeds, and much better worth than to dejeft and 
defile, with fuch a debafement, and fuch a pollution as 
fin is, himfelf fo highly ranfomed and ennobled to a new 
fiiendlbip and filial relati<Ni with God Nor can he fear 
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fo much the offence and reproach of others, as he dreadl 
and would blufh at the reflection of his own feverc 
and raodeft eye upon hirofelf, if it fliouid fee liim doing 
or imagining that which is finfut, though in the deepeft 
lecrecy. How ihall a man know to do himfelf this right, 
how to perform his honourable duty of eftimation and rc- 
fpedi towards his own foul and body ? which way will lead 
bim beil; to this hilhop of fanclity and goodnefs, above 
which there is no higher afcent but to the love of God, 
which from this felf-pious regard cannot be afunder ? No 
better way doubtlefs, than to let him duly imdedVand, 
that as he is called by the high calling of God, to be holy 
and pure, fo is he by the fame appointment ordained, 
and by the church's call, admitted to fuch offices of dif- 
cipline in the church, to which his own fpiritual gifts, by 
(he example of apoftolicinftitution, have aLrthorizedhim. 
For we have learned that the fcornful term of laic, the 
confecrating of temples, carpets, and tablecloths, the rail- 
ing in of a repugnant and contradi<5live mount Sinai in 
thegofpel, as if the touch of a lay-chriftian, who is never- 
thelefs God's living temple, could prophane dead juda- 
ifms, the exclution of Chrift's people from the offices of 
holy difcipline through the pride of a ufurping clei^, 
caufes the reft to have an unworthy and abjeift opinitm 
of themfelves, to approach to holy duties with a flavifli 
fear, and to unholy doings with a familiar boJdnefs. For 
feeing fuch a wide and terrible diftance between religious 
things and themfelves, and that in refpeft of a wooden 
table, and the perimeter of holy ground about it, a flagr 
gon pot, and a linen corporal, the prieft cfteems their 
Jayfhips unhallowed and unclean, they fear religion with 
fucli a fear as lovesnot.and think the purity of the gofpcl 
103 pure for them, and that any uncleannefs is more fuit* 
able to their unconfecrated cftate. But when every good 
chriftiari, thoroughly acquainted with all tbofe gloriouB 
privileges of fandtification and adoption, which render 
him more facred \lian any dedicated altar or clement, 
fliall be reflored to his right in the church, and not ex- 
cluded from fuch place of fpiritual government, as his 
chriftian abilities, and his approved good life in the eye 
acd teftimony of the church ihall prefer him to, tliis and 
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nothing fooner will open his eyes to a wife and true va- 
luation of himfelf, (which isfo requifite and high a point 
of chriftianity,) and will ftir him up to walk worthy the 
honourable and grave employment wherewith God and 
the church hath dignified him ; not fearing left he 
Ihouid meet with fomc outward holy thing in religion, 
which his lay-touch or prefcnce might profane ; but left 
fomething unholy fi-om within his own heart Jliould 
difhononr and profane in himfelf that prie(llyuni5lion and 
clergy-right wlicreto Chriti hath entitled him. Then 
would the congregation of the Lord foon recover the true 
likeuefs and vifage of what the is indeed, a holy genera- 
tion, a royal priefthood, a faintly communion, the houfe- 
hold and city of God. And this I hold to be another 
confiderable reafon why the funcflions of church-govern- 
ment ought to be free and open to any chriftian man 
though never fo laic, if his capacity, his faith, and prudent 
demeanour, commend him. Add this the apoftles warrant 
U! to do. But the prelates objeS, that this will bring 
prophanenefs into the church ; to whom may be replied 
that none have brought that in more than their own irre- 
Itgioas courfes, nor more driven hollnefs out of living 
into lifelefs things. For whereas God, who hath cleanfed 
every beaft and creeping worm, would not fuffcr St. Peter 
to call them common or unclean, the prelate biOiops in 
their printed orders hitng up in churches, have pro- 
claimed the beft of creafures,. mankind,' fo unpurificd and 
contagious, that for him to lay his hat or his garment 
upon the chancel-table, they have defined it no lefs hei 
nous, in exprefs words, than to prophane the table of 
the Lord. And thus have they by their canaanitith 
aottrine, (for that which was to the Jew but jewilh is ' 
to the Chriftian no better than canaanitilh,) thus have 
they made common and unclean, thus have they made 
prophane that nature, which God hath not only cleanf 
ed, but Chiifl: alfo hath alTumed. And now that the 
equity and juft reafon is fo perfpicuous, why in eccle 
fiaftic ceniure the affiftance thould be added of fuch 
>« whom not the vile odour of gain and lees, (forbid it 
God, and blow it with a whirlwind out of our land I) but 
chanty, neighbourhood, and duty to church-government 
tath called together, where could a wife man with a more 
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equaU gratuitous, and meek examination of aity o^nce, 
that' he might happen to commit Kgaitlft chriiliamty, 
than here ? Would he prefer thofe proud iiittonialii 
courts ? Thus therefore the minitler afRfted attends hie 
heavenly and fpiritual cure : where we (hall fee him both 
in the courfe of his proceeding, and firft in the eKcelieoCy 
"of his end, from the magiftrate far different, and not mwe 
different than excelling. Hia end is to recover all that 
is of man, both foul and body to an everlafling health: 
and yet as for worldly happinef9> which is the proper 
fphere wherein the magiilrate cannOti>at confine hi$ mox 
tion without a hideous exorbitancy from law, fo littfe 
aims the mioifler, as his intended fcopc, to procure (te 
much profperity of this life, that ofttitnes he may hsn 
caufe to wilh much of it away, as a diet puffing ^> the 
foul with a flimy flelhinefs, and weakening her princi- 
pal organic parts. Two heads of evil he has to oope 
with, ignOTance and malioe. Againft the former he pi*- 
vides the daily manna of incorruptible doSrine, not at 
thofe fet meals only in public, but as oft as he Ihall know 
that each infirmity or conftitution requires. Againft tbe 
)atter with all the branches thereof, not meddling with 
that reftraining and ilyptic furgery, which the law ufai, 
not indeed againft the malady, but againft the emptioM, 
and outermoft eSt&s thereof \ he on the contraiy, begin- 
ning at the prime caufesand roots of the difeafe, fend* in 
thofe two divine ingredients of moft cleanfing power to 
the foul, admonition and reproof; befides which two 
there is no drug or antidote that ean reach to purge the 
mind, and without which all other experimcaits are but 
vain, unlefs by accident. And he that will not let tbdc 
pafs into him, though he be the greateft king, as Plato 
■affirms, muft be thought to remain impure within, and 
unknowing of thofe things wherein his purenefs and his 
knowledge fhould moft appear. As foon Uiereforeaaitmay 
be difccmed that the chrii^ian patient, by feeding otherwhere 
on meats not allowable, but of evil juice, hath difw- 
deredhfsdiet, and fpread an ill humour through his Tcins, 
immediately difpofing to a ficknefs ; the niinifter, as be- 
ing much nearer both in eye and duty than the magif- 
trate, fpeeds him betimes to overtake that diffufcd n»% 
nance with Tome gentle potion of admooilbment ; w if 
3 aught 
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wgbt be obftni^led, ^uts in his opening and difcuilive 
confedions. This not fucceeding aiter once or twice, or 
oftener, in the prefence of two or three his faithful bre- 
thren appointed thereto, he advifes him to be more care- 
ful of hia deareft health, and what it is that he fo raflily 
hrth let down into the diyine veffel of his foul, God's 
temple. If this obtain not, he then, with the counfel of 
mwe affiflants, who arc informed of what dilicenoe hath 
been already ufed, with more fpeedy remedies Taye nearer 
fioge to the entrenched caufes of hia diftemper, not 
fparin^ fuch fervent and well aimed reproofs as may bed 
give him to ice the dangerouE eflate wherein he is. To 
Uiis alfo his brethren and friends intreat, exhort, adjure t 
md all thefe endeavours, as there is hope left, are more or 
kftrepeated. But if neither the regard ofhimfelf,north« 
reverence of his elders and friends prevail with him to 
leave his vicioua appetite ; then as the time urges, fuch 
engines of terrour God hath given into the hand of his 
minifter, as to fearch *he tendereft angles of the heart t 
one while he ihakes his ftubbornnefs with racking con- 
vnlSons nigh defpair, otherwhiles with deadly corrofires 
he gripes the very roots of his faulty liver to bring him 
to Ufe through the entiy of death. Hereto the whole 
church befeech him, beg of him, deplore him, pray for 
ium. After all this peiformed with what patience and 
•ttoidance is poiBble, and no relenting on his part, hav- 
ing dcme the utmoft of their cure, in the .name o( God 
and of the church they diilblve theiv fellowfhip with 
liini, and heading forth the dreadful fponge of cKcommu- 
nion, pronounce him wiped out c^ the lift of God's in- 
heritance, and in the cuftody of Satan till he repent. 
Which horrid fentence, though it touch neither life nor 
limb, nor any woridly poi!efiion, yet has it fuch a pene- 
trating force, that fwifter than any chymical fulphur, or 
that hghtiung which harms not the ikin, and rifles the 
entiails, it (corches the inmoft foul. Yet even this terri-, 
ble denouncement is left to the church for no other canfe 
but to be as a rough and vehement cleanfing medicine, 
where the malady is obddrate, a mortifying to life, a kind 
of faring by undoing. And it may be truly faid, that as 
the iBenies of wicked men are cruelties, fo the cruelties 
of the church are mercies. For if repentance feat froca 
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Heaven "meet this loU: wanderer, and draw liim out rf 
that fteep journey wherein he was hafting towards de- 
ftru6tion, to come and reconcile to the church, if he 
bring with him his bill of health, and that he is now clear 
of inkiaion, and of no danger to llie other fliecp ; then 
with incredible expreffions of joy all his brethren receive 
bim, and fet before him thofe perfumed banquets of 
chriitian confolation ; with precious ointments bathing 
and fomenting the old, and now to be forgotten ftripes, 
which terrour and fhame had inflifted ; and thus with 
heavenly folaces they cheer up his humble remorfe, tilt 
he regain his firft health and felicity. This is the ap- 
faroved way, which the gofpel prefcribes, thefe are the 
" fpiritual weapons of holy cenfure, and minifterial war;- 
fare, not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of flrong holds, cafting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itfelfagainft the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chrift." What ccaild be done more for 
the healing and reclaiming that divine particle of God's 
breathing, the foul, and what could be done lefs ? he 
that would hide his faults from fuch a wholefome curing 
as this, and count it a twofold puniflinient, as fome do, 
is like a man, that having foul difeafcs about him, pe- 
rifties for Ihaine, and ,the fear he has of a rigorous iuci- 
iion to come upon his flefli. We fliall be able by this 
time to difcern whether prclaticaljurifdi^ionbe contrary 
to the golpel or no. Firft, therefore, the government 
of the gofpel being economical and paternal, that is, of 
fuch a family where there be no fervants, but all fons io 
obedience, not in fervility, as cannot be denied by him 
that lives but within the found of fcripture ; how can the 
'prelates juftify to have turned the fatherly orders of 
Chrift's houfehold, the blefledroeeknefs of his lowlyrcwf, 
thofe ever-open and inviting doors of his dwelling houfcj 
which delight to be frequented with only filial accefles ; 
how can they juftify to have turned thefe domcfiie pri- 
vileges into the bar of a proud judicial court, where fees 
and clamours keep Ihop and drive a trade, where bribery 
and corruption folicits, paltering the free and moneylefa 
power of difcipline with a carnal fatisfadtion by the purfe \ 
.Contrition, huaiiliatioDj confeflion, the very figlM of » 
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repentant fpirit, are there fold by the penny. That unde- 
flowered and unbleraifhable fimpUcity-of the goCpel, 
not the herfelf, for that could never be, but a falfe- 
whited, a lawny ref'emblance of her, like that airborn 
Helena in the fables, made by the forcery of prelates, in- 
ftcad of calling her difciples from the receipt of cuftom, 
B now turned publican herfelf; and gives up hev body 
toa mercenary whoredom under thofe fornicated arches, 
which the calls God's houfe, and In the fight of thofe her 
altars, which fhe hath fet up to be adored, makes mer- 
chandife of the bodies and -fouls of men. RejeAing Pur- 
gatory for DO other reafon, as It feems, than becaufe her 
greedinefs cannot defer, but had rather ufe the utmoft 
extortion of redeemed penances in this life. But becaufe 
thefe matters could not be thus carried without a begged 
aad borrowed force from worldly authority, therefore 
prelaty, flighting the deliberate and chofen council of 
Chrift in his fpiritual government, whofe glory is in the 
weaknefs of flcfhiy things, to tread upon the creft of the 
world's pride and violence by the power of fpiritual ordi- 
nances, hath on the contrary made thefe her fijends and 
champions, which are Chrift's enemies in this his high 
defign, fmothering and extingulfliing the fpiritual force 
of his bodily weaknefs in the difcipline of his church with 
tfie boifierous and carnal tyranny of an .undue, unlawful, 
and ungofpel-like juriidiftion. And thus prelaty, both 
in her flefhly fupportments, in her carnal docStrine of cere- 
mony and tradition, in her violent and fecutar power^ 
going quite counter to the prime end of Chritl's coming 
in the flefli, that Is, to reveal his truth, his glory, and his 
might, In a clean contrary manner than prelaty fecks to 
do, thwarting and defeating the great mj-flery of God ; I 
do not conclude that prelaty is antichriflian, for what 
need I ? The things themfelves conclude it. Yet if fach 
like pratftices, and not many worfe than thefe of our pre- 
lates, in that great darknefs of the Roman church, have 
not exempted both her and her prefent membeis from 
Iwing judged to be antichriflian in all onhodoxal efteem; 
I cannot think but that it is the abfolute voice of truth 
and all her children to pronounce this prelaty, and thefe 
her dark, deeds in the midft of this great light whercia 
Wf live, to be more antichriftian than antichrhl himfelf. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 

Tbt nifthie/ that ^tlaty Jots /» tbtjiau. 

X ADD one thing more lo thofo grent ones that are fo fond 
of prelaty : this is certain, that the gofpel being the hid. 
den might of Chrift, as hath been heard, that ever a vic- 
torious power jmned with it, like him in the Revelatitm 
that went forth on the white horfe with bis bow and hta 
crown conquering and to conquer. If we let the angel 
of the gofpel ride on his own way, he doca his proper 
bufinefs, conquering the high thoughts, and the proud 
reafonings of the flefh> and brings them under to give 
obedience to Chrift with the falvatioo of many fouls. But 
if ye turn him out of his road, and in a manner force him 
to exprefs bia irreltfUble power by a do6lrine of carnal 
might, as prelaty is, be will ufe that Beftily ftrength, 
which ye put into his hands, to fubdue your fpirits % a 
fervile and 1:^ind Cuperfiition ; and that again fhall bold 
fuch dominion over your captive minds, as retumii^ 
with an infatiate grecUinefs «id fwce upon your worldly 
wealth and power, wherewith to deck and magnify her- 
felf, and her falfe worfhips, he fhall fpoil and havoc 
your eftates, difturb your, cafe, dimimfh your honour, 
enthral your liberty unde rtbe fwelling mood of a proud 
clergy, who will not ferve or feed your fouls with fpii'it* 
ual food ; look not for it, they have not wherewithal, or 
if they had, it ifl not in their pnrpofe. But when tiicy 
have glijttcd their ungrateful bodies, at leaft, if it be poffi- 
ble that thofe open fcpulchres fhould ever be glutted, and 
when they have ftufied their idolifh temples with the 
wafieful pillage of your eftates, will they yet have any 
compaffion upon you, and that poor pittance which they 
have left youi will they be but fo good to you as that 
raviihcr was to his fifter, when he had afed her at his plea- 
fure ; will they but only hate ye, and fo turn ye loofc? 
No, they will not, lords and commons, they will ofA 
favour ye fo much. Whatwilltheydo thenin thengmeof 
God and faints, what will thefe manhaters yet with won 
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defpite and mifcbief do ? I will tell ye, or at leaft re- 
iD«nber ye, (for moft of ye know it altfcady,) that they 
may want nothing to make them trut merchants of Baby- 
Jon, aa hey have done to your fouls, they will fell your 
bodies, your wives, your children, your liberties, your 
parliaments, all thefe things i and if there be aught elfe 
dearer than thefe, they will fell at an outcry in their pul- 
pits to the arbitrary and illegal difpofe of any one that may 
bereaAier be called a king, whofe mind Ihall ferve him to 
Men to their bargain. And by their corrupt and fervile 
JodlrLnes boring our ears to aneverlaftingflavery, as they 
mve done hitherto, fo will they yet do their beft to repeal 
and erafe every line and claufe of both our great diarters. 
Nor is this only what they will do, but what they bold 
as.the main reafon and myfteiy of their advancement that 
they muft do ; be the prince never fo jufl: and equal to 
his fubjedts, yet fuch are their malicious and depraved 
cyes^ that they fo look on him, and fo underftand him, 
as if he required no other gratitude or piece of fervice 
from them than this. And indeed they flrand fo oppor- 
tunely for the difturbing or the deftroying of a ftate, 
being a knot of creatufes, whofe dignities, mewis, and 
preferments have no foundation in the gofpel, as Ihey 
themfelves acknowledge, but only in the prince's favour^ 
and to contipue fo long to them, as by pleafing him they 
ihall deferve : whence it mnft needs be they Ihould bend 
all their intentions and fervices to no other ends butto 
his, that if it Ihould happen that a tyrant (God turn fuch 
a fcourge from us to our enemies) Ihould come to .grafp 
the fceptre, here were his fpearmen and his lances, here 
were his iirelocks ready, he' Ihould need no other pretd- 
rian band nor penlionary than thefe, if they could once 
with their perfidious preachments awe the people. For 
although the prelates in time of popery were lometimes 
friendly enough to Magna Charta, it was becaufe they 
flood upon their own bottom, without their main depen- 
dance on the royal nod : but now being well acquairtted. 
that the proteftant religion, if the will reform hferfelf 
rightly by the fcriptures, muft undrefs them of all their- 
gOded Tanities, and reduce them as they v/ere at firfr, to 
the lowly and equal order of prelbyters, they know it 
Vol. I. L concern 
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concerns them nearly lo ftudy the times more than the 
text, and to Uft up their eyes to the hills of the court, 
from whence only comes their help ; bat if their pride 
grow weary of this crouching and obfervance, as ere 
long it would, and that yet their minds climb ftill to ^ 
higher afcent of worldly honour, this only refuge can re- 
main to them, that they muft of neceflity contrive to bring 
themfelves and us back again to the pope's fupremacy ; 
and this we fte they had by fair degrees of late been do- 
ing. Thcfe be the two fair fupporters between which 
the ftrength of prelaty is borne up, either of InducdK 
tyranny, or of reducing popery. Hence alfo we ira^ 
judge that prelaty is mere falfehood. For the prc^rty 
of truth is, where ftie is publicly taught to unyoke and 
fet free the minds and fpirits of a nation firft from the 
thraldom of fin and fuperftition, after which all honeft 
and legal freedom of civil life cannot be long abfent ; but 
prelaty, whom the tyrant cuftom begot, a natural tyrant in 
religion, and in ftale the agent and mjnifter of tyranny, 
feems to have had this fatal gift in her nativity, like ano- 
ther Midas, that whatfoever fhe Ibould touch or come 
near cither in ecclefial or political government, it fhould 
turn, not to gold, though fhe for herpart could wifli it, 
but to the drofs and fcum of flavery, breeding and fettling 
both in the bodies and the fouls of all fuch as do not 
in time, with the fovereign treacle of found dodtrinc, 
provide to fortify their hearts - againft her hierarchy. 
The fervice of God who is truth, her liturgy confeffes 
to be perfedl freedom; but her works and her opinions 
declare, that the fervice of Prelaty is perfe<£t flavery, and 
by confequence perfect falfehood. Which makes me 
wonder much that many of the gentry, fl:udious men as 
I hear, fhould engage themfelves to write, and fpeak 
publicly in her defence j but that I believe their honeft 
and ingenuous natures coming to the univerfities to ftore 
■ themfelves with good and folid learning, and there un- 
fortunately fed with nothing dfe but the fcragged and 
thorny ledtures of raonkiih and miferable fophiftiy, were 
fent home again with fuch a fcholaflical bur in their . 
throats, as hath flopped and hindered all true and gene- 
. rou8 philofophy from entering, cracked their voices for 
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ever with roeta|Ayfical gargarifms, and hath made them 
admire a fort of formal outfide men prelatically addi£ted» 
whofe unchaflened and unwrought minds were never yet 
initiated or fubdued under the true lore of religion or rao^ 
ral virtue, which two are the beft and greateft points of 
learning ; but eitherflighlly trained up in a kind of hypo- 
critical and hackney courfc of literature to get their living 
by, and dazzle the ignorant, or elfe fondly ovedludied ia 
nfelefscontroTerfies, except thofe which they ufe with all 
the fpecious and delufive fubtlety they are able, to defend 
their prelatical Sparta ; having a gofpel and church-go- 
vernment fet before their eyes, as a fair field wherein 
they might exercife the greateft virtues and the greateft 
deeds of chriftian authority, in mean fortunes and little 
furniture of this world; (which even the fage heathen 
writers, and thofe old Fabritii and Curii well knew to 
be a manner of working, than which nothing could liken 
a mortal man more to God, who delights moft to work 
from within himfelf, and not by the heavy luggage of 
corporeal inftruments j) they underftand it not, and think 
no fuch matter, but admke and dote upon worldly riches 
and honours, with an eafy and intemperate life, to the 
bane of chriftianity : yea, they and their femlnarieslhame 
not to profefs, to petition, and never leave pealiog our 
ears, that uniefs we fat them like boars, and cram them as 
they lift with wealth, with deaneries and pluralities, with 
baronies and ftately preferments, all learning and religion 
will go under fpot. Which is fuch a ihamelefs, fuch a 
beftial plea, and of that odious impudence in churchmen, 
who Ihould be to us a pattern of temperance and frugal 
mediocrity, who ihould teach us to contemn this world, 
and ihe gaudy things thereof, according to the promife 
which they themfelves require from us in baptifm, that 
' ftiGuld the fcripture ftand by and be mute, there is not 
that feet of philofophers among the heathen fo diflblute, 
no not Epicurus, nor Ariftippuswith all his Cyrenaic rout, 
but would Ihut his fchool-doors againft fuch greafy fo- 
phifters j not any college of mountebanks, but would 
think fcom to difcover in themfelves with Iiich a brazen 
forehead the outrageous defire of filthy lucre. Which 
the prelates make fo little confcience of, that they ai« 
L 2 ready 
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ready to fight, and, if it lay in their powtr, to roaflfhcrc 
all good chriftianB under the names of horrible fchifina- 
tica, for only finding fault with their temporal dignities, 
■iiwir unconfcionable wealth and revenues, their cruc4 
authority over their brethren that labour in the v/oad, 
•whilt they fiiore in their luxurious cxccfs: openly pro- 
claiming therafelves now in the fight of all men, to be 
thofe which forawhile they fought to cover under flieep's 
clothing, ravenous and favage wolves, threatening inroads 
and bloody incurfions upon the flock of Chrift, which 
-they took upon them to feed, but now claim to devour 
as their prey. More like that huge dragon of Egypt, 
breathing out wafte and defolation to the land, unlefs he 
were daily fattened with virgin's blood. Him our old 
patron St. George by his matchlefs valour flew, xs the 
prelate of the garter that reads his colleift can tell. And 
if our princes and knights will imitate the fame of that 
old champion, as by their order of knighthood fdemfily . 
taken they vow, far be it that they fliould uphold and 
fide with this englilh dragon ; but rather to do as indeed 
their oath- binds them, tlwy fliould make it their knightly 
adventure topurfue and vanquifli this mighty fail-winged 
nionfter, that menaces to fvrallow up the land, QHlefs her 
btrttoBilrfs gorge may be fatisfied with the blood of the 
king's daughter the church ; and may, as fhe was wont, 
fill her dark and infamous den with the bones of the 
feints. Nor will any one have reafon to think this as 
too incredible or too tragical to be fpoken of prelaty, if 
■he confider wdl fi-cm what a mafs of flime and mod the 
flothfui, the covetous and ambitious hopes of church ^pro- 
■ inotions and fat biftiopric^ fhe is bred up and nuMted 
in, like a great Python, from her youth, to prove the ge- 
neral poifon both of doiftrine and good difcipline in the 
land. For certainly fuch hopes and fuch principlcsof 
earth ae thefe wherein (he welters from a young one, a* 
the imnt>ediate generation both of a fiavift and tyrannous 
life to follow, and a pclliferous contagion to the whok 
kingdom,, trH like that fen-bom ferptait fhe be fliot 
to death with the darts of the fun, the pure and powerfiil 
beams of God's word. And this may ferve to dcferibe 
tb ta in part, what prelaty hath been, aad what, ifflie 
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ftand, fte is like to be towards the whole body of people 
in England. Now that it may appear how (he is not 
fuch a kind of evU, as hath any good or ufe in it, which 
many evils have, but a diftilled quinteiTence, a pure elixir 
of raifchicf, peftilent alike to all ; I fhall fliow briefly, 
ere I conclude, that the prelates, as they are to the fub- 
yt&s a calamity, fo are they the greateft underminers and 
betrayers of the monarch, to whom they feem to be moft 
iavourable. I cannot better liken the fiate and perfon of 
a king than to that mighty Nazarite Samfon ; who be- 
ing difcipHned trom his birth in the precepts and the 
plaice of temperance and fobriety, without the flrong 
drink of injurious and exceffive defires, grows up to a 
noble ftrength and perfcftion with thofe his illiiftriou$ 
and funny locks, the laws, waving and curling about his 
godlike Ihoulders. And while he keeps them about him 
undimiailhed and unihorn, he may with the jawbone of 
an afs, that is, with the word of his meaneft officer, fup- 
prcfs and put»to confufion thoufands of thofe that rife 
againft his juft power. But laying down his head among 
Jbe flrumpet flatteries of prelates, while he fleeps and 
thinks no harm, they wickedly Ihaving off all thofe 
bright and weighty trefles of his laws, and juft preroga- 
tives, which were his ornament and strength, deliver hira 
over to indiredl and violent counfcls, which, as thofe Phi- 
liftines, put out the fair and far- fighted eyes of his natural 
difcerning, and make- him grind in the prifonhoufe of 
their finifter ends and pradlices upon him : till he, 
knowing this prelatical rafor to have bereft him of his 
wonted might, nourifli again his puiflant hair, the golden 
beams of law and right: and they fternly Ihook, thun- 
der with ruin upon the heads of thole his evil counfel- 
lors, but not without great affli^ion to himfelf. This is 
the fum of their loyal fervice to kings; yet thefc are the 
men that ftill cry, The king, the king, the t-ord's anointed. 
We grant jt, and wonder how they came to light upon 
anything fo true; and wonder more, if kings be the 
Lord's anoittted, how they dare thus oil over and beimear 
fo holy an undKon with the corrupt and putrid oint- 
ment of their bale flatteries; which, while they fmooth 
tl» ikin, ilrike inward and envenom the lifeMood. 
L 3 What 
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What fidelity kings can expeft from prelates, both exam- 
ples pail, anii our prcfent experience of their doings at 
this day, whereon is grounded all that hath been faid, may 
fuffice to inform us. And if they be fuch clippers of re- 
gal power, and (havers of the laws, how they ftand affeiS- 
edto the lawgiving parliament, yourfelves, worthy peers 
and commons, can beft teftify ; the current of whofe glo- 
rious and immortal "actions hath been only oppofed by 
the obfcure and pernicious defigns of the prelates, until 
their infolence broke out to fuch a bold affront, as hath 
juflly immured their haughty looks within flrong walls,. 
Nor have they done any thing of late with more diligence, 
than to hinder or break the happy afiembling of parlia-^ 
mcnts, however needful to repair the Ihattered and dif- 
jointed frame of the commonwealth ; or if they cannot do 
this, to crof^ to difcuable, and traduce all parliamentary 
proceedings. And this, if nothing elfe, plainly accufes 
them to be no lawful members of the houfe, if they thus 
perpetually mutiny againft their own body^ And though 
they pretend, like Solomon's harlot, that they have right 
thereto, by the fame judgment that Solomon gave, it can- 
not belong to them, whenas it is not only their aflent, but 
their endeavour continually to divide parliaments in twain % 
and not only by dividing, but by all olher means to abo-r 
lifh and deftroy the fiee ufe of them to all pofterity. 
For the which, and for all their former mifdeeds, whereof 
this book and many volumes more cannot contain the 
moiety, I ihall move ye, lords, in the behalf I dare fay of 
many thgufand good chrillians, to let your jufticc and 
fpeedy fentence pafs ^gainft this great malefaftor prelaty. 
And yet in the midft of rigour I would befeech yo to 
think of mercy ; and fuch a mercy, (1 fear I fliall over- 
ihoot with a dcfire to fave this falling prelaty,) fuch a 
mercy (if I ipay venture to fay it) as may exceed that 
which for only ten righteous perfous would have faved 
Sodom. Not that 1 dare advife ye to contend with 
God, ivjlcther he or you Ihall be more' merciful, but 
in your wife efteems to balance the ofFencos of thofe 
peccant cities wjth thefe enormous riots of ungodly 
mifrule, that prelaty hath wrought both in the church 
of Chrift, and in the fiate of thia kingdom. Apd 
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if ye think ye may with a pious prefumption fl:rive_ 
to go beyond God in mercy, I fhall not be one now that 
would diffuade ye. Though God for lefs than ten juft 
perfons would not fpare iSodom, yet if you can find, aiter 
due fearch, but only one good thing in prelaty, either to 
religion or civil government, to King or parliament, to 
prince or people, to law, liberty, wealth, or learning, fpare 
her, let her live, let her fpread among ye, till *ith her 
ftiadow ail your dignities, and honours, and all the glory 
of the land be darkened and obfcured. But on the con- 
trary, if fhe be found to be malignant, hoftile, deftruiflive 
to all thefe, as nothing can be furer, then let your fevere 
and impartial doom imitate the divine vengeancej rain 
down your punifhing force upon this godlefs and opprefl^ 
ing government, and bring fuch a dead fea of fubverfion 
upon her, that fhe may never in this land rife more to 
afflii^ the holy refonjied chvirch, and the eledt people of 
God, 
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THE PKEFACE. 

A.LTHOUGH it be a certain truth, that ttiey who under- 
take a religious caule need not care to be men-pleafers ; 
yet becaufe the fatisfaftion of tender and mild confciences 
is far different from that which is called men-pleafing ; to 
iiitisfy fuch, I fhall addrefs myfelf in few words to give no- 
tice beforehand of fometbing in this boot, which to feme, 
men perhaps may feem offenfive, that when I have ren-, 
dered a lawful reafon of what is done, I may truft to have 
faved the labour of defending or escufing hereafter. We 
all know that in private or perfonal injuries, yea in puJj- 
lic'fufFerings for the caufe of Chrift, his rule and exam- 
ple teaches us to be fo far from a readinefs to fpeak evil, 
as not to anfwer the reviler in his langi^ge, thoi^li 
never fo much provoked : yet in the deteiSting, and con- 
vincing of anynotorious enemy to truth and his country's 
peace, efpecialjy that is conceited to have a voluble am 
fmart fluence of tongue, and in the vain confidence of 
that, and out of a more tenacious cling to worldly refpeflii 
ftands up for alt the reft to juftify a iong ufurpation and 
convifted pfendepifcopy of prelates, with all their ceremo- 
nies, liturgies, and tyrannies, which God and manarenow 
ready tp explode and hits out of the land ; ] fuppofe, and 
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nMTC than fuppofe, it will be nothing difagreeing from 
chriftiah mceknefs, to handle fuch a one in a rougher 
accent, and to fend home his haughtinefs well befpurted 
with his own holy- water. Nor to do thus are we unau- 
toritied either from the moral precept of Solomon, to 
aofwcr him thereafter that prides him in his folly; near 
from the example of Chrift, and' all his followers in all 
ages, who, in the refuting of thofe that refilled found 
doftrine, and by i'ubtile diffimulations corrupted the 
minds of men, have wrought up their zealous fouls into 
fuch vehemencies, as nothing could be more killingly 
fpoken : for who can be a greater enemy to mankind, who 
3 more dangerous deceiver, than he who, defending a tra- 
ditional corruption, ufes no common arts, but with a 
wily ftratagera of yielding to the time a greater part of 
hiscaufe, teeming to forego all that man's invention hath 
done 'therein, and driven from much of his hold in fcrip- 
ture; yet leaving it hanging by a twined thread, ' not 
from divine command, but from apoilolical prudence oc 
alTent ; as if he had the furety of fome rolling trench, 
creeps up by this mean to his relinquithed fortrefs of 
divine authority again, and ftill hovering between the 
confines of that which he dares not be openly, and that 
which he will not be fincerely, trains on the eafy chrif- 
tian infenfibly within the clofe ambulhment of worft er- 
rours, and with a ily fliutfle of counterfeit principles, 
chopping and changing till he have gleaned all the good 
ones out of their minds, leaves them at laft, after a flight 
refemblance of fweeping and gamiftiing, under the feven- 
fold poflcflion of a defperate ftopidity ? And therefore 
they that iove the fouls of men, which is the deareft love, 
and ftirs up the nobleft jealoufy, when they met^t with 
fach coUufion, cannot be blamed though they be tranf- 
ported with the zeal of truth to a well heated fervency ; 
efpecially, feeing they Which thus offend againft the 
fouls of their brethren, do it with delight to their great 
g^in, eafe, and advancement in this world ; but they that 
feek to difcover and oppofe their falfe trade of deceiving, 
do it not without a fad and unwilling anger, not without 
piany hazards j but without all private and perfonal 
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fplcen, and without any thought of earthly reward, when- '■ 
as this very courfe they take flops their hopes of afcend- 
ing above a lowly and unenyiable pitch in this life. And 
although in the ferious uacafing of a grand impofture 
(for to deal plainly with you readers, prelaty is no bet- 
ter) there be mixed here and there fuch a grim laughter, 
as may appear at the fame time in an auftere vifage, I 
it cannot be taxed of levity or infolence : for even this 
vein of laughing (as I could produce out of grave au- , 
thors) hath ofttimes a flxong and finewy force in teach^ 
jng and confuting j nor can there be a more proper objefl- 
of indignation and fcorn together, than a falfe prophet 
taken in the greateft, deareft, and moft dangerous cheat, 
the cheat of fouls: in the difclofing whereof, if it be 
harmful to be angry, and withal to caft a lowering fmile, 
*hen the propereft objedl calls for both, it will be long 
enough ere any be able to fay, why thofe two. moft 
rational faculties of human intcUefl, anger and laughter, 
■were firft feated in the breaft of man. Thus much, rea- 
ders, in favour of the fofter fpirited chriftian, for other 
exceptioners there was no thought taken. Only if it bf 
afked, why tliis clofe and fuccin£l manner of coping 
with the adverfary was rather chofen, this was the reafon 
chiefly, that the ingenuous reader, without further arauf- 
ing himfelf in the labyrinth of controverfal antiquity, 
may come to the fpeediefl: way to fee the truth vindicated, 
and fophiftry taken ihort at the firft falfe bound. Next, 
that the Remonftrant himfelf, as oft as he pleafes to b? 
frolic, and brave it with others, may find no gain of 
money, and may learn not to infult iri fo had a c^ufe, 
PhI now he begins, 



Remonftrant. My fingle remonftrance is encountered 
with a plural adverfary. 

Anfwer. Did not your fingle remonftrance bring along 
with it a hot fcent of your more than fingular afleflioil 
to fpiritual pluralities, your finglenefs would be lefs fuf- 
pecled with all good chfifti^s th^ it is, 
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Remonft. Their names, perfons, qaalities, nombers, 
I care not to know.' 

Anfw. Their names are known to the all-knowing 
Power above ; and in the mean while, doubtlefs, they 
reck not whether you or your nDmencIator know them 
or not 

Itemonft. Bat could they fay my name is Legion, for 
we are many ? 

Anfw. Wherefore fliould ye begin with the deviP* 
name, defcahting upon the number of your opponents t ■ 
Wherefore that condeit of Legion with a by-wipe ? Waa 
it becaufe you would have men take notice how you 
efteem them, whom through all your book fo bounti- 
fully you call your brethren ? We had not thought that 
Legion could have furniihed the Remonftrant with fo 
many brethren. 

Remonfl. My caufe, ye gods, would bid me meet 
them undifmayed, &c. 

Anfw, Ere a foot further we muft be content to 'heat 
a preambling boaft of your valour, what a St. Duntlaa 
you are to encounter Legions, either infernal ot human. 

Remonft. My caufe, ye gods. 

Anfw. What gods ? Unlefs your belly, or the god 
of this world be he ? Show us any one point of your 
reraonftrance that does not more concern fuperiority, 
pridfc, £a.(e, and the belly, than the truth and glory of 
God, or the falvation of fouls. 

Remonfl. My caufe, ye gods, would bid me meet ' 
tiittn undifmayed, and to fay with holy David, " though 
a hoft, &c." 

Anfw. Do not think to perfuade us of your undaunted 
courage, by mifapplying to yourfelf the words of holy 
Pavid ; we know you fear, and are in an agony at this 
prcfent, left you fhould lofe that fuperfluity of riches and 
honour, which your party ufurp. And whofoever covets, 
and fo earneftly labours to keep fuch an incumbering 
futcharge of earthly things, cannot but have an carth- 
quak^e ftill in his bones. You are not armed, Remonftrant, 
nor any of your band ; you are not dieted, nor your loini 
g.irt fcr fpjritiia} yalpi^r, and chri(lian warfare, the lug- 
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gage i» too great that follows your camp ; yaor hcirti 
are there, you march heavily : how ihall wc thint yod 
have not carnal fear* while we fee yoa-fofubjeiS to carnal 
de^TCS } 

Remonft. I do gladly fly to the bar. , 

Anfw. To the bar with him then. Gladly yon lay. 
We believe you as gladly as your whole fadiion wifhcd 
and longed for the affembling of this parliament, « 
gladly as your beneficiaries the prieils came up to an- 
fwer the complaints and outcries of all the Ihires. 

Remonft. The Areopagi ! who were thofe ? Truly, 
my mafters, I had thought this had been the name-of 
the place, not of the mem 

Aitfw, A foar-eagle would not ftoop at a fly ; but fure 
fome pedagogue flood at your elbow, and made it itch 
■with this parlous criticifm ; they uiged you with a decree 
of the fage and fevere judges of Athens, and you cite them 
to appear for certain paragogical contempts, before a ca- 
pacious pedanty of hot-llvered grammarians. Miftakenot 
the matter, courteous Rernonftrant, they were not mak- 
ing l^atin : if in dealing with an 'outlandish name, th^ 
thought itbeft notto fcrew the Englilh mouth to a harfh 
foreign termination, fo they kept the radical word, they 
did no more than the eleganteft authora among the 
Greeks, Romans, and at this day the Italians, in fcomcf 
fuch a fertility ufe to do. Remember how they maugk 
our Britilh names abroad ; what trefpafs were it, if we 
in requital fhould as much negledt theirs? And our 
kamed Chaucer did not ilick to do fo, writing Semyra- 
mis for Semiramis, Amphiorax for Amphiaiaus, K.Sqea 
for K. Ceyx the hiifband of Alcyone, with many olhet 
names ftrangely metamorphofed from the true orthogra- 
phy, if he had made any account of that ia thefc kind of 
words. 

Remonft.' Left the world fhould think the preft had 
of late forgot to fpcat any language other than iibellou^ 
this honeft paper hath broken through the throng. 

Anlw. Mince the matter while you will, it ftiowed but 

green praftice in the laws of difcreet rhetoric to blurt 

upon die ears of a j udicious parliament with fuch a pre- 
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fimptuous and oTerweening proeiii : but you do wdl 
to be the fewer of yonr own mefs. 

Remonft. That which you mifcall the preface, was a 
too juft complaint of the ftiaraefiil number of libels. 

Anfw. How long is it that you and the prelatical troop 
have been in fuch diftafte with libels ? Aft your Lyfima- 
chus Nicanor wbat defaming invei£tives have lately flown 
abroad againfl: the fubjefts of Scotland, and our poor 
eipulfed brethren of New England, the prelates rather 
applauding than Ihowing anydiflike: and this hath beea 
ever fo, infomHch that fir Francis Bacon in one of his 
difcourfes complains of the bifhops uneven hand over 
tbefe pamphlets, confining thctfe againft bifhops to dark- 
nefs, but liccnling thofe againft puritans to be uttered 
openly, though with the greater mifchief of leading into 
contempt the exercife of religion in the perfons of fun- 
dry preachers, and difgracing the higher matter in the 
meaner perfon. 

Remonft. A point no lefs efiential to that propofedl 
remonftrance. 

Anfw. We know where the fhoe wrings you, you 
fret and are galled at the quick ; and O what a death it 
is to the prelates to be thus unvifarded, thus uncafcd, to 
have the periwigs plucked off that cover your baldnefa, 
your infide nakednefs thrown open to public viewl 
The Romans had a time once every year, when their 
flaves might freely fpeak their minds ; it were hard if the 
freebom people of England, with whom the voice of 
tiTith for thefe many years, even againft the proverb, hath 
not been heard but in comers, after all your monkilh 
prohibitions, and expurgatorious indexes, your gags and 
ihaffles, your proud Imprimaturs not to be obtained 
without the ftiallow furview, but not fhallow hand of 
fome mercenary, narrow-fouled, and illiterate chaplain'; 
when liberty of fpeaking, than which nothing is ,more 
fwcet to man, was girded and flrait-laccd almoft to a 
broken-winded phthific, if now at a good time, our time 
of parliament, the very jubilee and rcfLtrrefiion of 'the 
flafe, if now- the concealed, the aggrieved, and long perfe- 
cuted truth, could not be fuflered to fpeak; and though 
flie burft out with fome efficacy of words, coiJd -not oe 
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excu&d after fuch ah injurious ftrangle of fileace, nor 
avoid the cenfure of libelling, it were hard, it were ftMne- 
tbing pinching -iil a kingdcHU of free fpirits. Some prin- 
ces, and great ftatiftB, have thought it a prime pieceof 
neccflary policy, to thruft themfefves under difguife into 
» popular throng, to ftand the night long under caves of 
houfes, and low windows, that they might hear every 
where the utterances of private breads, and amongft 
them find out the precious gem of truth, as amongft .^e 
Ziun)ber1efs pebbles of the ftiore ; whereby they might 
be the abler to difcover. and ' avoid, that deceitful and 
clofe-couched evil Of flattery that ever attends them, and 
mifieads them, and might Ikilfully know ho\Kr to apply 
the feveral redrefles to each malady of {late, without trafl- 
ing the difloyal information of parafites and fycophants : 
whereas now this permiflion of free writing, were there 
no good elfe in it, yet at fome times thus licenfcd, is fuch 
an unripping, fuch an anatomy of the ftiyeft and tenderefi 
particular truths, as makes not only the whole nation ia 
many points the wifer, but alfo prefents and carries home 
to princes, men moft remote from vulgar concourfe, fuch 
a full infight of every lurking evil, or reftrained good 
among the commons, as that they fhall not need here- 
after, in old cloaks and falfe beards, to ftand to the cour- 
tefyof a night-walking cudgellerfor eaves- dropping, nor 
to accept quietly as a perfume, the overhead empCying 
of fome fait lotion. Who could be angry, therefore, 
but thofe that are guilty, with thefe freefpoken and 
plain-hearted men that are the eyes of their country, 
and the profpeaive-glaffes of their prince ? But thde 
are the netders, thefe are the blabbing books that telt, 
though not half your fellows feats. You love toothleis 
fatires ; let me inform you, a tootlilefs fatire is as imprt^ 
as a toothed fleek-ftone, and as bullifti. 

Remodft. I befeech you, brethren, fpend your logic 
upon your own works. 

Anfw. The peremptory analyfis that you call it, I be- 
lieve will be fo hardy as once more to unpin your fpincc 
faftidious oratory, to rumple her laces,^her-frizzk^ and 
her bobbins, though ftie wince and. fling never.fo p«- 
vilhly. 
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RemonA. Thofc verbal exceptions zxt but light froth, 
and will link alone. 

Anfw. O rare fubtlety, beyond all that Cardan ever 
dreamed of! when, I befeech you, will light things 
(ink ? when will light froth iink alone ? Here in your 
phrafe, the fame day that heavy pLummets will fwim 
alone. Truft this man, readers, if you j^eafe, whofe 
divinity would reconcile England with: Rome, and hi« 
philofophy make friends nature with the chaps, fine 
poadere habentia pondus. 

Reraonft. That fcum may be worth taking off which 
follows. 

Anfw. Spare yotir ladle, fir, it will be as the bifhop's 
foot in the broth ; the fcum will be found upon your own 
rcmonftrance. 

Remonft. I fhall defire all indifferent eyes to judge, 
whether thcfe men do not endeavour to call unjuft envy 
upon me. 

Anfw. Agreed. 

Remonft. I had faid that the civil polity, as in gene- 
ral notion, 'hath fometimes varied, and that the civil came 
from arbitrary impofers ; thefe gracious interpreters would 
needs draw my words to the prefent and particular go- 
■vernment of cur monarchy. 

Anfw. And defervedly have they done fo ; take up 
your logic elfe and fee : civil polity, fay you, halh fome- 
times varied, and came from arbitrary impofers; what 
propofition is this? Bifliop Downam in his dialedtics 
will telL you it is a general axiom, though the univerfal 
particle be not expreffed, and you yourfelf in your defence 
^T^o explain in thefe words as in general notion. Hence 
is juftly inferred, he that fays civil polity is arbitrary, fays 
that the civil polity of England ia arbitrarj--. The infe- 
rence is undeniable, a thefi ad hypothefin, or from the 
general to the particular, an evincing argument in 
logic. 

Remonft. Brethren, whiles ye defire to feem godly, 
learn to be lefs malicious. 

Anfw. Remonftrant, till you have better learnt your 
principles of logic, take not upon ydu to be a dodlor 
to others. 

Remonft. God blefs all good men from fuch charity. 

"^ AhfV; 



iQO Ammaiverftfim upon the 

Anfw. I ncTer found that logical maxims wne tmcha- 
litable before; yet fliould a jury of logicians pa& upon 
you, you would never be faved by the book. 

KemonA. A.iid our Ikcred monarchy from fuch frienda 

Anfw. Add, as the prelates. 

Remonft. If epifcopacy have yoked monarchy, it ii 
ibe infolence of the perfoas, not the fault of the calling. 

Anfw. It was the fault of tlie pei'fons, and of no ad- 
ling : we do not count prelaty a calling. 

Bemonil. The tetlimony of a pope (whom thefe men 
honour highly). 

Anfw. That flanderous infertion was doubtlefe a pang 
of your incredible charity, the want whereof you lay fo 
often to their chaise ; a kind token of your favour 1^ 
ped up in a parenthefis, a piece of the clergy benevolence 
laid by to maintain the epifcopal broil, whether the lOOO 
horfe or no, time will difcover : for certainly bad thofc 
cavaliers come on to play their parts, fuch a ticket as this 
of highly honouring the pope, from the hand of a prelate, 
might have been of fpccial ule and fafety to them that 
had cared for fuch a ranfom. 

Kemonft. And what fays Anticlirift ? 

Anfw. Alk your brethren the prelates, that hold intel- 
ligence with him, aJlt not us. But is the pope antichrift 
now ? Good news t take heed you be not flient for this j 
■for it is verily thought, that had this bill been put in 
againfi him in your lail convocation, he would have 
been cleared by moft voices. 

Remonft. Any thing ferves againft epifcopacy. 

Anfw. See the frowardnefs of this man, be would peiV J 
fuade us, that the fucceffion and divine right of bilhopJ*' 
dom hath been unqneftionable through all ages; yet 
when tliey bring againfl him kings, they were irreligious; 
popes, they are antichrift. By what, era of computa- 
tion, through what fairy land, would the roan deduce 
this perpetual beadroll of uncontradiifted epifcopacy?. 
The pope tnay as well boaft his ungainfaid authority to 
them that will believe^ that all his contradit^ers were ; 
■either irreligious or heretical. , 

Remonft. If the bilhops, faith the pope, be declared 
to be of divine right, they would be «xempted from re- 
gal power i and if there might be .this -danger in thofc j 
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liogdoqi8> why is this enviouily upbraided to tfaofo of 
ours ? who do gladly profefs, &o. 

Anfw. fiecaiue your diflevered principles were but 
like the mangled pieces of a gaihed ferpent, that notf 
b^an to ckrfe, and grow together popifli again. What-* 
foerer you now gladly profefs out of fear, we know wiiat 
your drifts were whai you thought yourfdves fecure. 

Bemonfl:. It is a foul flander to chaige the name of 
epifcopacy with a &£lion, for the fa£t imputed to fooM 

' Anfw. The more foul your &<^on that ha& bnra^^ 
t harmlefs name into obloquy, and the fa£t may jaftly be 
imputed to all of ye that ought to have witfaftood it, an4 
did not. 

Reroonft. Re brethren ! are ye the pre{byters of fiio 
church of England, and dare challenge epifcopacy of 
&£lion ? 

Anfw. Yes, as oft as epifcopacy dares be fadlious. 

Remonft. Had you fpoken fuch a word in the time of 
ioly Cyprian, what had become of you ? 

■ Anfw. They had neither been haled into your G*- 
benna at Lambeth, nor Arapadoed with an oath ex officio 
by your bowmen of the arches : and as for Cyprian's 
time the caufe was far unlike, he indeed fucceeded into 
an epifcopacy that began then to prelatize ; but his pw- 
Amal excellence like an antidote overcame the malig- 
nity of that breeding corruption, which was then a difcab 
tiut lay hid for a while under Ihow of a full and 
,- healthy ctuiftitutioDj 9s thofe hydropic humours not dif- 
^ cenuble at firft from a &ir and juicy flefhinefs of body, 
(X that unwonted ruddy colour, which feems graceful to 
a cheek otherwife pale ; and yet arifes from evil caufes, 
either of fome inward ob(b:u6tion or inflammation, and 
might deceive the firft pliyficians till they had learned 
tbe fequel, which Cj'prian'a days did not bring ibrth.; 
' ud the prelatifm of epifcopacy, which began then to 
burgeon uid fpread, bad as yet, efpecially in nmous men, 
4 hit, though a &lfe imitation of flourilhing. 

Remonft. Neither is the wrong lefs to make applica- 
lion of that which was moft juftly charged upon tbe 
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'prsuSices and comluDations of libelling feparattfts, ^hcn^ 
I dcfcrvedly cenfured, &c. - 

^ . Anfw. To conclude this fedlion, our Rcmcmftrint we 
fee "is refolved to make good that which was formerly' 
laid of his book, that it was neither humble nor a ren»m-~ 
~ Aiance, and this his defence is of the fame complexion. 
When he is conftratned to mention the notorious vio- 
lence of his clergy attempted on the church of Scotland, 
lie (lightly terms it a fei5t imputed to fome few ; but «rhen> 
he fpeaks of that which the parliament vouchfafcs to 
fiame the city petition, ^ which' I," faith he, (as'ifthc 
ftate had made him public cenfor) " dcfervedly cenfor-; 
fcd." And how? As before for a tumultuary and under-f 
hand way of procured fubfcriptions, fo now in hii 
defence more liittcrly, as the pra<^ices and combinations 
'of libelling feparatifts, and -the mifzealous advocates! 
thereof, juftly to be branded for incendiaries. Whether; 
this be for" the honour of our chief city to be noted 
WtJr fuch. an infamy for a petition, which not without 
fome of the magiftrates, and great numbers of fober and 
eooHderable men, was orderly and meeMy prefented> al- 
^ough our great clerks think that thele men, becaufe' 
they have a trade, (as Chrift himfelfand St. Paul had)! 
jcannot therefore attain to fome good meafure of know-: 
ledge, and to a reafbn o( their adtions, as well as they, 
that fpcnd their youth in loitering, bezzling, and harlot- 
ting, their ftudies in unpro^table queftions and barbarous 
fophiliry, their middle age in ambition and idlcnefs, 
their old age in avarice, dotage, and difeafes. And whe- 
ther tfaisrcHefl not with a contumely upon the parliament 
kfelf, which thoi^ht this petition worthy, not only of 
receiving, but of voting to a commitment, after it had- 
been advocated, and moved for by fome honourable and 
icarned gentlemen of the houfe, to bo called a combina- 
tion of libelling feparatifts, and the advocates thereof to 
be brandedj for incendiaries ; whether -this appeach flpt- 
tjie judgment", and approbation of the parliament 1 leave 
to equal arbiters. 
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Rcmoofi. After the overflowing ofyourgall> you de< 
fcend to lituigy and epircopacy. • 

Anfw. The orerAow being paft, you cannot now ia 
jrour own ja^;ment impute any bitternefa to their jbUow- 
iDg diicoiufes. 
. Bemonft. Dr. Hall, whom you name I dare fay for 
honour's fake. 

Anfw. You are a merry man, Hr, and dare fay much. 

Remonft, And why fhould net I fpeak of martyrs, as 
the authors and ufers of this holy liturgy ? 

Anfw. As the authors I the tranflators, you might 
perhaps have laid : for Edward the lixth, as H^yward 
hath written in his ftory, will tell yon upon the word 
of a king, that the order of the fervice, and the ufe there-, 
of in the English tongue, is no other than the old fervice 
was, and the fame words in Englilh which were in Latin, 
exc^t a iew things omitted, fo ibnd, that it had been a 
ftame to have heard them in EngHfb; thefe are his. 
words ; whereby we are left uncertain who the author 
was, but certain that part of the work was efteemed fo 
abfurd by the tranflattu^ thereof^ as was to beaftiamed of 
in Engliih. O but the martyrs were the refiners of it, for 
that only is left you to fay. Admit they were, they could 
not refine a fcorpion into afifh, though they had drawn it, 
and rinced it with never fo cleanly cookery, which made 
them fall at variance among themfelves about the ufo 
cither of it, or the ceremonies belonging to it. 

Remonft. Slight you them as you pleafe, we blefs Grod 
for fuch patrons of our good caufe. 

Anfw. O Bepedicite! Qui tojor ater erat, nunc eft 
ttmtrarius atro. Are not thefe they which one of your 
biftiops in print fcornfuUy terntt the Foxian confelfors t 
Are not thefe they whofe adls and^oaoouments are not 
Only fo contemptible, but fo- hateful to jthe prelates, that 
their fi<)ry was almoft come to be a prohibited book, 
which for thefe two or thr?e editions hath crept into 
the world by ftealth, and.'at times of advantage, not with-; 
|iitt'tibiQ{wn[rfigfet«i»l vfssji^oa of the bilhops, as m^y 
^.^[r M 9 honeft 
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J'uftify } And now ata dead Ufl for your litui^es you 
ilefs God for them : out upon fuch bypocrify I 
-'. 'j^cmooft. As if we were lx>und to make goodei^ 
word that falls from the mouth of every bifhop. 
< Anfw. Your faction then belike is a fubtite Janu^ and 
hath two faces : your bolder &ce to fet forward any in- 
novations Or fcandals in the church, your cautious and 
wary face jo dilavov them if they fucceed not, that fo 
the fault may not light upon the funtflion, lei) it ihould 
fpoil the whc^e plot by giving it an irrecoverable wound. 
Iwberefisre elfe did you not long ago. as a good bi&op 
fhould have done, difclaim and proteft agatnft them I 
Wherefore have you fat ftill, and compiled and hood- 
winked, till the general complaints of the land bav« 
Iqucezed you to a wretched^ cold, and hollow-hearted 
confeffion t)f fome prelatical riote both in this andotha 
places of your book I Nay, what if you ^11 defend them 
«s follows } 

BemoDft. If a bifliop have (aid that our liturgy , hath 
beenfo wifely and charitably framed, as that the devotioa 
sf it yieldeth no caufe of of&nce to a venr pope's ear. 
■ Anfw. O new and never heard of I'upererogative 
lieight of wifdom and charity in our liturgy ! Is the 
wifdom of God or the charitable framing of God's word 
tjtbenvife inofi^Uve to the pope's ear, than as be may 
turn it to the working of ms myfterious iniquity \ A 
iittle pulley would have ftretched your wife and diarita- 
ble ftame it may be three inches further, that the devo- 
tion of it might-have yielded no caufe ofofencetotbo 
iitty devil's ear, and that had been the fame wifdom and 
charity furmounting to the higheft degree. For Anti- 
tiniftwe know is but the devil's vicar, and therefore 
|>lei^e him with your liturgy, and you ple^e his mailer. 

Remonft. Would you think it requifite, that we fhould 
. ehkle and quarrel when we fpeak to the God d( peace I 
' Anfw. Fie, no fir, but forecaft our prayers fo, tint 
Satan and his inilmmente may take as little esc^Kion 
•eainft them as may be, leit they ihoUM chide and qaar' 
r|l with us; ' '■' : '■ ■'■'■ - ■ -'•■ 

' fiemonA. It is no Uttb adtiEiQt«£e Cct qhf ^ui« nA 
7 piety. 
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piefy, tliat our Ktui^ is taught to fjaafc feveral Rin-» 
|;aage9 for ufc and example. 

Anfw. The language ofAlhdodis one of them, and 
that makes fo many Engliflimcn have fuch a fmattenpg 
of their philiitian mother. And indeed our liturgy liam 
ran up and down the world like an engUfh, galtopin^ 
nun proffering herfelf, but we hear of none yet that bids 
money for her. 

Remonft. As for that Iharp cenfure of learned Mr, 
CdVin, it might well have been forbom by him in alietia 
rcpnblica. ■'' 

• Anfw. Thus this untheologlcal rcmonftrant would di*- 
vide the individual catholip church into feveral repubi 
lies : know, therefore, that every worthy paftor of the 
church of Chrift hath univerfal right to admoniih or«- 
all ihe world within the church; nor can that care bft 
aliened from him by any diftance or diftinftion of nation", 
fo long as in Chriil all nations and languages are as one 
houfehold. '. 

Remonft. Neither would you think it could become 
any of ourgreateft divines, to meddle with his charge. ' 

Anfw. It hath ill become them indeed to meddle ft 
malicioufly, as many of them have done, though that pal 
tient and chriftian city hath borne hitherto alltbeir pro- 
fane feoffs with iilence. ■' 

Remonft. Our liturgy paffcd the judjgment ofnolefs 
reverend heads than his own. , - 

Anfw. It bribed their judgments with worldly engag^ 
ments, and fo pafled it. ■^ 

Remonft. As for that unparallelled difcourfe concerntnfe 
the antiquity of liturgies, I cannot help your wonder, biS 
fliall juflily mine own aifertion. ' 

Anfw. Your juftification is but a miferable fliifting off 
thofe teftinionies of the ancienteft fathers alleged againft 
you, and the authority of fome Ij nodal canons, which are 
now arrant to^us. We profefs to decide our controrerfift 
only by the fcriptures ; but yet to reprefs your vain-ghjry, 
there will be voluntarily bcftowed upon yoij a famcicrit 
conviftion of your novelties put of fiiccecding antiquity.' 

Remonft. I cannot fee how you will avoid your'owft 
wntradiiSyon, for I demand, is this Order o£ praying aftd 
" " ^I 3 sdmini- 
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»dtnimfiration fet or no? If it be not fet, how is it 
an order i And if it be a fet order both for ipattei and 

form 

. Anfw. Remove that form, left you tumble over tt, 
' vhile you make fuch haAe to clap a contradi<£lion upon 
others. 

Remonfl. If the forms were merely arbitrary, to what 
ufe was the prefcription of an order i 
. Anfw, Nothing will cure this man's imdcrftaiidrag 
^ut ibme familiar and kitchen phyfic, which, with par- 
don, mud for plainnefs fake be adminiflered to him. 
Call hither your cook< The order of break&A, dinner, 
ftnd fupper, anfwer me, is it fet or no ? Set. Is a man 
therefore bound in the morping to poached eggs and vi- 
negar, or at noon to brawn or beef, or at night to freilt 
ialmon, and frcnch kickfhofe } May he not make hit 
meals in order, though he be not bound to this or that 
Viand? Doubtlels the neat-fingered artift will anfwcr 
yes, and help us out of this great controverfy without 
pore trouble. Can wo not underftand an order in 
church-aflemblies of praying, reading, expounding, and 
admtniftering, unlefs our prayers be flill the fame crambe 
ief Words ? 

K<*nonfl:. What a poor exception is this, that liturgies 
vn^ compofed by fome particular men ? 
; Jfcfifw. It is a greater prefumption in any particular 
Bicn, to arrogate to themfelves that ^^hich God univcr- 
SaXiy gives to all his minifters. A minifler that cannot 
be trufted to pray in his own wordi without being 
chewed to, and fefcued tp a formal injuniftion of hu 
Vote-Ieffon, Ihould as Ijttle be trufted to preach, befidu 
the vain babble of praying over the fame things im* 
•jBediately again; for there is a large diiFerence in the 
iraetitipD offome pathelical ejaculatiop raifcd out of tiie 
i&dden eameftnefs and vigour of the infiamed foul, (fucb 
;9s was that of Chrift in the garden,) frgm the continual 
Tchearfal of our daily oiifops ; which if a man ihall kneel 
down ID g monung, and fay over, and prefently in anop 
ther part of the room kneel down again, and in otht^ 
words vOi. but flill for the f^me things as it were out of 
one iDTeptOTTi I (samKrt ic& bow h? wiU efcapc that hea-< 
: - thenifll 



thiffliA faattol^y or multiplying vrbrd^' tvliich' Chrift 
himfelf, that has the putting Up of our prayers, toldm 
-vbold not be acceptable in Heaven. Wdll rnaiy men of 
eminent gifts fet forth as many forms^ and helps to pr^^ 
'as'theypleafe: but to impofe tbem on miniflersiawfully 
-called, and fufficiently tried, as all ought to be ere tbey 
be admittedris a fupercilious tyranny, impropriating the 
fpirit of G(rf to thcmfelvcs. ■; 

Renoonft. Do we abridge this liberty by ordaining a 
public form ? _ ■ r 

Anfw.' Yourbifliops have fet as ^'irtodo it as tbcjr 
durft for that old pharifaical fear that dill dogs them, the 
.'fear of the people ; though you will fay you are none ttf 
thofe, ftill you would fcem not to have joined with thfc 
worft, and -yet keep aloof off from that which is beft. { 
would you would either mingle, or part: moft true it is 
.what Savanarola complains, that while he oideavoured 
to reform the church, his greateft enemies were flill thefe 
lukewarm ones. 

■ Remonft. And if the Lord's prayer be an onlihary 
and ftinted form, why not others ? . -I 

Anfw. Becaufe there be no otherXords,' that can-flini 
-with like authority. ' " > ■ . ! 

- Remonft- If Juftin Martyr faid, that the inAnidor of 
the people prayed (as they falfely turn it) *' according 
to his ability." *■ 

Anfw. "OvK ivii»[ii( dvr$ will be fo rendered to the wbrld^ 
end by thbfe that are not to learn Greek of the Rem'oUi' 
Arant, and fo Laogus rendei^ it to his face, if he ccreiUI 
^ee; and this ancient father mentions no antiphonies or 
refponfories of the people here, but the only plain acd^ 
mation of Amen. , ■■ -.'S 

RemonH. The in(lru£lor of the people prayed acccK^' 
ing to his ability, it is true, fo do ours : and yet we faavt 
a liturgy, and fo had they. '. ■■ * 

: Anlw. A quick come-off The ancients ufed'pitel 
and targets, and therefore guns and greats ordmncH 
becaufe we ufe both. ■. ; i--.a 

Remonft Neither is this liberty of pouring' oirt -ouri 
Jclves in our prayers ever the more impeached My a pabi 

licfolTO. -., .,.-•, -\: . \, .:■ ;.■ .1:3 Siii 

...:. M4 ,- Anfw. 
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AftTiT* Ttts till time is taken up with a fediotts Ailnte 
^rf'litnr^ctl tautologies, and impertincnciis. 
. Remonft. The words of the council are full and affi^ 



Anfw. Set the grave councils u{> nptin Umax Ihdva 
l^n, and firing them hard, left their variouB and jang- 
Ifog opinions put their leaves into a flutter. I IhaU not 
intend this hot feafon to bid you the bafe throi^ Uie 
•wide and dufty champaign of the councils, but ihall 
take coanfel of that which counfelled them, reafon : and 
although I know' there is an obfolete reprehennoQ now 
at y««r tongue's end, yet I fhall be boid to iay, that 
reafon is the gift of God in one man aa well as in 8 
thoiifand ; by that which we have tafted already of their 
ciAems, we may find that reafon was the only thing, aod 
not any divine command that moved them to enjom fflt 
ifonns of liturgy. Firft, left any thing in general tnig^ 
iw tniflaid in their public prayers through i^orance, tc 
want of care, contrary to the faith : and next, left the 
^iVnaCis, 'and Pelagians in particular, fbould infcS: dw 

eople by their hymns, and forms of prayer. By die 
t»c of thefe ancient fathers, this was no Iblid preven- 
tion of fpreading herefy, to debar the roinifters of God 
?lhe Ufe of their nobleft talent, prayer in the congregation ; 
«nkfs they had fwbid tli^ ufe of fermons, and leiftura 
)oo, but fuch as were ready made to their bands, as oiir 
Iftmities: or elfe he that was heretically difpofed, had 
'JMliku' an opportunity of infeiSinz in his difcourfe as ta 
luB prayer or hymn. Aa infuiHaeotly, and to fay tnidi, 
W knprudectly did they provide by their contrived litur- 
meat U& uy thing fhould be crroneoufly prayed throagh 
IgAoranc^, ^or want of care in the minifters. For if tbej 
^orecaifeleiii and ignorant in their prayers, certainly they 
WOlUd be more carelefs in their preaching, and yet more 
-nrelels in watching over their flock ; and what prefcrip- 
tiota'Cbuld reach to bound them both in thefe ? What 
^naSotti now illuftrated by the word of God, ft^l b* 
•fate to produce a better prevention than thefe counciti 
KvreleAiu againft herefy, ignorance, or want of care in 
ibe naxaSixy, that fuch wifdom and diligence be ufed in 
^IhecdoiSUtoiioftboie that would be miniAers, and fuch 

ftridt 



ftii3 and^&i^ous exatnihation to be tmderg6nc, ere tlieir 
nlmiffion, as St Paul to Tiinotfay fets down at large; and 
then they need not carry fuch an unworthy fufpi^«ft 
over the preachers of God's word, as to tutior their un- 
foundnefs with the * Abcie of a liturgy, or to diet thdr 
^sonince, and want of care^ with die limited drau^it 
of a matin, and erenfoQg drench. All this may fuffioit 
after all their labourfome fcruttny of the councils. 

Remonft. Oiir Saviour was pleafed to inake ufe in the 
celebration of his laft and heavenly banquet both of fb« 
fefliions and words which were ufual in the JeWllh feafts. 

Anfw. What he pleafed to mak6 ufe of, does not 
jnftify what you pleafc to force. 

Hemonfl:. The fet forms of prayer at the Mincha« 

Anfw. We will not buy you^ raU»nical fUmesi w* 
have one that calls us to buy of him pure gold tried iii 
the fire. 

BeiDonft. In the ^maritan chronicle/ 

Anfw. As little do we efteem your famaritan trooK 
pery, of which people Chrift himfelf tefiifieS} Ye worihip 
ye know not what. 

Remonf}. They had thar fevenil fbngs. 

Anfw. And fo have we oar feveral plalnu for feveral 
occaiiooe, without gramercy to your liturgy. 

Remonfi. Thofe forms which we have under the 
names of Saint James, &c., though they have fome infei^ 
lions which are plainly fpurious, yet the fubftancc of 
tbem cannot be taxed for other than holy and ancient. ' 

Anfw. Setting aflde the odd coinage of yourphrafe, 
which no inint-inafler of language would allow im fier* 
ling, that a thing fhouid be taxed for no other than holy 
•nd ancient, let it be fuppofed the fufaftance of them may 
iavour of Ibmething holy or ancient, this is but the mat- 
ter ; the form, and the end of the thing may yet render 
it either fupenftitious, fruiUefs, or impious, and fo worthy 
to be n^e^ted. The garments of a Arumpet ace ofteK 
the fame, materially, that clothe a cha0e matron, and yet 
ignominious for her to wear : the fubitance of the tempts 
era morda to our Saviour were holy, but his drift nothint 
iefe. * 

• i. e* A, b, c. . . , 



• R^Qvnfi. In what Cetife we Holdtfae Roman a tftie 
jbhuTcb^ iff Co cjkared that the iron is too hot for their 

. Aj^vf. lia.Vt a care it be ilbt die iron to (ear your owa 
«.orifci^nce. ■ :- . . , 

- ~ Renipnft. You ^eed not doubt but. that the alteration 
f>/the litufgy iviJl h^ confidtttd by wiier heads than your 
own. 

Anfw. Wc.daubt it not, becaufs we know yoor bead 
Jooks to be ooe> 

RemoBft. Our Ittwgy fymbollzcth not with popi 
fn^s, neifhef^ is tsais nor as popifb. 

Anfw. A pitity flipfkin conveyance to lift mafs into 
no mafs,. vnd popifh into not popilh ; yet faving this pafT- 
jng fine fophiftjcal boultine hutch, fo long as Ihe fym- 
JM^zes: in fonn. and pcanks.neHe}f in the wect^ of poniA 
mafs, it ipay be juftly feared Ihe provokes the jealoufy of 
God, no othcrwife than a wife affttfting whorifti attire 
kindles $ diAurbance in the eye of her difceming bttf- 
j?and« - 

Remopft. If I find ^old in the channel, fliaU I throw 
it away becaufe it was ill laid ? 

Anfw. You have forgot that gold bath been anadie- 
. inatized for the idolatrous ufe ; and to eat the good ota* 
.-tures of Grod once ofiered to idols, is in St. Paol'saccount 
to have fellowfliip with devils, and to partake of the dc* 
.vil'g table. And thus you throttle yourielf with yoor 
own fimilies. 

, Semooft. If the devils confe^ed the Son of God, Ifaall I 
difclaim that truth ? 

• Anfw. You lifted not fo clean before, but you (hufe 
as foully now ; as if there were the like neceffity <^aiD- 
felBng Chrift, and uling the liturgy : we do not difcUio 
that truth, becaufe, we never believed it for their tefii* 
mony ; but we may well rejeft a liturgy which had no 
being that we can know of, but from the corrupleft 
jtimes : if therefore the devil fhould be given never ft 
much to prayer, I fliould not therefore ccafe from that 
duty, becaufe I learned it not from him ; hut if he.wouH 
commend to me a new Patcr-nofter, though nevepfc 
fecraingly holy, he -ihould exoufe me the form v\^ 
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ms hit; but the matter, which was none of h^ he could 
not give ra«y nor I be ikid to take it from him. It is not 
the goodnefs c^ matter therefore which i^ not, nor can b« 
owed to the lito^, that will bear it out, if the fonn, 
which is the eflence of it, be faotaftic and fuperilitioiUi 
theeodlinifier, and thfrimpolition vioJent. - 

Bemtrnft. Had it been compofed into this framft on 
pnrpofe to bring papiits to oar churches. 

Anrw. To b^'i'ig them to out chuFches ? ahisy what 
was that ? unkfs they had been firft fitted by repentance, 
md right inOru(^ioD. You will lay, the word was there 
preached, which is th« means of converfion ; you fhould 
have given fo much honour then to the word preached, 3$ 
to have left it to God's working without the interloping 
of a liturgy baited for them to bite at. 

Remonfi. The projedl had been charitable and 
gnwiouB. .: 

Anfw. It was pbaiifaical, and vain-glorious, a greedy 
dcfire to win profelytea by conforming to them imlaw- 
fiilly ? like the defire of Tamar, who, to raife up feed 
to her hufband, fate in the common road dreft like 4 
courtezan, and he that came to her committed int:e^ 
with her. This was that which made the old chrifliani 
paganize, while by their fcandalous and bafe conforming 
to heathenijin they did no more, when they had done 
their utraoft, but bring fome pagans to chriHianize ; for 
true chriAians they neither were themfelves, nor could 
make other fuch in this fafhion. 

Remonii If there be found aught in lilurgy diat 
may eadangu' a fcandal, it is under careful hands to n^- 
move it. 

Anfw. Such careful hands as have fliown themfelves 
foDDtr bent to remove and expel the men from the tcdn- 
dals, than the fcandals from the men> and to lofe a foul 
rather than a fyllable or a furplice. , ' 

Remonft. It . is idolized they fay in England, th^y 
mean at AmUerdam* 

Anfw. Be it idolized therefore where it will, it is only 
idolatiTzed in England. 

Remonft. Multitudes of people they fay diftaAe it ; 
more ftiame for thofe that have io raiftaught them. 

Anfw, More fliame for thofe that regard noi the troMp 
■* ■ Uing 
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fating God's clrarch with thines by themfelres confirmed M 
be indiffeFC&t, fince true dsanty is afHi^ed, and bumaal 
tfie offence ^f^erery little one. As for the chriAUn nmU 
titude which yon affinn to be fo mifiaught, it is evident 
raoagb, though you would declaim never fo long to tb^ 
contrary, that God bath now taught them to det^ your 
lllurgy and prelacy; God who hath promlfed to teach 
all his children, and to deliver them out of your handl 
that hunt and worry their fouls : hence is it that a raaa 
fluill commonly find more fa\oury knowledge in one Jayi 
man) than in a dozen of cathedral prelates; as we read in 
€>ur Saviour's time that the common people had a reverend 
efteem of him, and held him a great prophet, whijft tbe 
gowned rabbies, the incomparable and invincible dolors 
were of opinion that he was a friend of Beelzebub. 
, Remonft. Tfthe multitude diftafte wholefome do<arine, 
Aiall we, to humour them, abandon it ? 
- Anfw. Yet again I as if there were like neceflityof 
faving daSrine, and arbitraryj if not unlawful, or incon- 
venient liturgy : who would have thought a iman could 
have thwacked together fo many incongruous fimilitudcff. 
Had it not been to defend the motley incoherence of a 
patched miS&l i 

Remonfl. Why did not other churches c(»if(nin tons? 
Imay boldly fay ours was, and is^ the more noble church. 

Anfw, O Laodicean, how vainly and how camallj 
doft "thou boaft of noblenefs and precedency ! more 
lordly you have made our church indeed^ but not more 
noble. 

Remonft. The feco^d qraere is fo weak, that I wonder 
it could fall from the pens of wife men. 
■ Anfw. You are but a bad fencw, for you never' make s 
proffer againft another man'^ weaknefs ; but you learc 
your own fide always open ; mark what follows. 

itemonft. Brethren, can ye think that our refomtcrshad 
any other intentions ihan all the other founders of lltur- 
mes, the leaA part of whofe care was the help of the 
minifter's weaknefe F 

Anfw. Do you not perceive the noofe you hare 
brought yourfclf into, whilft you were fa brief to taunt 
other men with weaknefs i la it dean out of yaar wiaA 
what you cited izora amcuig die councik ;. ^at the prm* 
I crpsi 
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^apal fcope of thofe HtHigy^founders was to prevent cither 
ibe malice or the w«aknefr of die tfiitiift«rs ; their malice^ 
of infufing herefy in their forms of prayer ; their weak- 
nets, left fomething inight be obmpoied by them through 
ignorance or want of care contrary to the faith-? Isitnot 
now rather to be wondered, that fuch a vretknefs oould fall 
fimn the pen of fuch a wife renwnftrant man ? 

Retnonfl:. Their main drift was the help of the peo- 
ple's devotion, that they ktwwing before the matter that 
Ihould be fued for,-^ — 

Anfw. A folicitous care, as if the people could be ig- 
waant of the matter to be prayed for ; feeing the heads 
of public prayer arc either ever conftant, or very frc^ 
^ucntly the fame. 

Remonft. And the words wl^rewith it fhould be 
clothed, might be the more prepared, and be Ca much ths 
more intent and lefs drftraifted. 

: Anfw. As for the words, it is more to be feared left ihe 
fane continually fhould make them carelefs or fleepy, 
llian that variety on the fame known fubje<3: fhould dif'i- 
trai^: variety (as both mulic and rhetoric teftcheth us) 
ne&s and roufes an auditory, like the maflerfid running 
over many cliords and divitions ; whereas if mm ihould 
wer be thumbing the drtme of one plain fong, it would 
be a dull- opiate to the mofl wakeful attention. 

Kemonfl. Tell me, is this liturgy good at evil ? 

Anfw. It is evil : rqiair the acheloian horn of yout 
diiemma how you can, againfl the next pulh. 
, Remonft. If it be evil, it is unlawful to be ufed. 
. Anfw. We grant you, and we find you have n<rt yoni 
lalve about you. 

Bcmonft. Were the impofition amifs, what is that to 
the people ? 

Anfw. Notalittle,becanfctheybearan. equal part with 
the pricfi in many places, and hare their. cues and -mUsi 
as well as he. 

Remonft. The ears and hearts of out people: look fbi 
iLlettied liturgy. 

-. Anfw. You deceive yourfelf in their eusjand hearts^ 
they loci, fix no fuch matter. ■ ■ • ■ 

c Aeinoaft. The like ant'wer ferves kx. homilies, findy 
tht? wett . enjoined t9 all, &c.. , .' -^ < ■■■ '>'■■ 

Anfms; 
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• Anfwj Let it fenre for tbeiai thit will be ignorant, wt 
know that Hayward their own creature writes, that ice 
4tfc& ofpreachers, homilies were appointed to be re^ in 
cburchesj wliile Edward VI reigned. 

Reinonft. Away then with the book* whilft it m2ej be 
fupplied with « ntore profitable nonfeofe. 
, Anfw, Away with it rather, becaufe it will behardhf 
fopplied with a more unprofitable nonfenfe, than b in 
fon^ paiTages of it to be feen. 

SECT. III. 

Remooft. Thus their cavils concerning litni^ at 
vaailhed. 

Anfw. You wanted btit hey pafs, to hare made your 
tian6tion like a myfitcal man of Sturbrid^ But fiv 
all your fleight of haad, our juft exceptions agaioft 
liturgy are not vaoiftied, they flare you ftill in the face. 
■ Renaonft. CertaiiUy had 1 done fo, I had been no Icfi 
^worthy to be fpitten upon for my faucy iincharitablencfs, 
than they arc now for their uncharitable falfehood. 
■ Anf». We fee you are in cho1«r, therefore till you cool 
awhile wb turn us to the injreiiuous reader. See bow 
this Eemonftnnt woutdJnvefl himfelf ccaiditionallywiA 
aU the rheum of the fown, that he might have fumdent 
to befpaul his brethren. Tliey are accnfed by bim of ; 
nnchariiable falfehood, whereas their only crime batb 
been, that they have too creduloufly thought him, if not 
an overlogical, yet a well-meaning man; but nowvt 
£nd him cither grofsty deficient in his principles of lo^c, 
or elfe purpofely bent to delude the parliament with 
equivocal fophiftry, fcattering among his periods anrfa- 
guous words, whofe interpretation he will afterwards dif- 
penfe according to his pleafure, laying before us univd- 
iai pitopolitions, and then thinks whra he will to piniod 
them with a limitation \ for fay, Remonftrant, 

Remonft. Epifcopal government is cried down ahtoiA 
hy- either -weak or &£tious perfons. 

Anfw. Choofe you whether you will have this propo* 
0tioa provxd to you to be ridiculous or fophiflical t fot 
one of the two it mufl be. Step again to btlhop D(W- 
i;iai&'yoprpatrob,aiid tetbiih gently catechife you in tbe 
gEOOIidt of l<^ic; he will ibpw yoii-tfaat this axiiM' 



^(^iCi^pstgbvernment is cried down '•firdad i>y citter. 
iveak or &(%ous perfons," is as moch as tQ'fay, thc^ 
that' ciy down epifcopacjr abroad,' are either weak 
or fadious perfons.' He will- tell yoa*' that thiar 
uiom CfKitaina a diftribution, and that all fuch axioms; 
are general ; and laftly, that the difihbution in which 
any part is wanting, or abundant, is faulty, and fall»ious.' 
If therefore diftributing by the adjuncts of faction and 
*caknefs, the perfons that decry epifcopacy, and you 
Bade your diflribution imperfcdl for the nonce, you can-i 
not but be guiUy of fraud intended toward the honour-- 
aWe court, to whom you wrote. If you had rather vin- 
dicate your honefty, and fuffrr in your want of art, ytnr- 
cannot condemn them of uncharitable falfehood, that 
attributed to you more ikill than you had, thinking you 
had been able to have made a diAribution, as it ought to 
be, general and full ; and fo any- man would take it, the 
rather as being accompanied with that large nrord (abroad Jl 
ahd {o take again cither your maniteft leafing, or ma- 
nifeft ignorance. ■ " : 

Remonft. Now come thcfe brotherly flanderers. 

Anfw. Go on, diflembling Joab, as (iiU your ufc is, 
»li brother ahd fmite ; call brother and finite, till it b«t , 
faid of you, as the like was of Herod) a man had better: 
be your hog than your brother. ,. . > 

Remonft. Which never came within the verge of my 
thoughts. ■ . ■ ' 

Anfw. Take a metaphor or two more as good, the 
prcciniS, or the diocefe of your thoughts. 
■ Remonft. Brethren, if you have any remainders of mo- 
defty or truth, cry God mercy. , 

Anfw. Remonftrant, if you have no groundwork of 
Ic^c, or plaindealing in you, learn both as &ft as you 
can, 

Remonft. Of the fame ftraln is their witty defcant of 
my confoundednefs. 

' Anffir. Speak no more of it, it was a fatal word that 
Sod put into your mouth when you began to fpcak jbr." 
epifcopacy, as boding, confiifion toit. ; 

' Remonft. i am ftill, and fhall ever be thus felf-con-j 
fcontted, as coniidently to fay, that he is no peace«bl.«> 
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and ngM-afiv£ted &n of the churdi o£ En^Jfand, Aat 
.doth not wiQi' well to iitur^ and epifcopacy. 
. Anfw. If this be not that fancy uni^aritablenHs, xrith 
which, in the foregoing page, you voluntanlf invcftcd 
▼ourfelf, with thought to have fhifted it off, let the pv- 
liament jndge, who now themfelres are deliberating whe* 
tber liturgy and epifcopacy be to be welt wifhed to, or 
no, : 

Remooll. This they fay they cannot bnt rank amcngfl 
my notorious — fpeak out, mailers ; I would not have that 
word flick in your teeth, or in your throat 

Anfw. Take your fpe^cles, fir, it fticlts in the paper, 
«iid was a peroral roule we prepared for you to fwallow 
down to your heart. 

Hemonft. Wanton wits nrnft have leave to play with 
&eir own flem. 

' Aofw, -A meditation of yours doubtlefs obferved at 
Xambeth from one of the arc^iepifcopal kittens. 

. ReiDonft. As for t^t form of epifcopal government 
furcly could thofe look with my eyes, they would fee 
caufe to be afhamed of this their injurious mifconceit. 
, Anfw. We muft call thebarbei' for this wife fentencc; 
one yix. Ley the other day wrote a treatife of the fabbttb, 
and in his preface puts the wifdom of Balaam's afs upon 
one of our bilhops, bold man for his labour ; but we fhall 
have more rcfpef): to our Remonftrant, and liken hint to 
the afs's mafler, though the (lory fay he was not fo qoick- 
fighted as his beaft. Is not this Balaam the fon of Beor, 
the man whofe eyes are open, that laid to the parliament, 
Sorely, Could thofe look with my eyes ? Boafl not of your 
eyes, it is feared you have Balaam's dlfeafe, a pearl in 
your eye. Mammon's preftri6lion. 

Remonft. Alas, we could tell you of China, Japini 
Peru, Brazil,' New England, Virginia, and a thoufand 
otheis, that never had any bifhops to this day. 

Anfw. O do not foil your caufe thus, and . troul^ 
Ortelius ; we can help you, and tell you where they have 
been ever fince Conftantine's time at leaft, in a phec 
called Mundus alter & idem, in the fpacious anoiich 
countries of Crapulia, Pamphagonia, Yuronia, and iatbc 
4ukedom c^ Orgilia, and Varianai and tbetr metropt^ 
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oFUcalegonium. It was an overfight that none of yoxxt 
prime antiquaries could think of diefe venerable monu- 
ments to deduce epifcopacy by ; knowing that Mcrcu- 
rim Britannicus had them forthcoming. 



S E C T. IT. 

Remonft. Hitherto they have fiourilhed, now I hope 
th^ will ftrike. 

Anfw. His former tranfition was in the fair about the 
jugglers, now he is at the pageants among the whifflers. 

Remonft. As if aiguments were almanacks. 

Anfw. You will find fome fuch as will prognofticate 
your date, and tell you that, after your long fummer fol- 
ftice, the Equator calls for you, to reduce you to the anci- 
ent and equal houfe of Libra. 

Remonii. Truly, brethren, you have not well taken 
the height of the pole. 

Anfw. No marvel, there be many more that do not 
take well the height of your pole j but will take belter 
the declination of your altitude. 

Remonft. He that faid I ara the way, faid that the old 
way was the good way. 

Anfw. He bids alk of the old paths, or for the old 
ways, where or which is the good way; which implies 
that all old ways arc not good, but that tlie good way is to 
be fearched with diligence among the old ways, which is 
a thing that we do in the oldeft records we have, the gof- 
pel. And if others may chance to fpend more time whh 
you in canvaiKng later antiquity, I fuppofe it is not for 
that they ground themfelves thereon ; but that they en- 
deavour by fliowiog the corruptions, inccrtainties, and 
difagreements of thofe volumes, and the eafinefs of erring, 
or overilipping in fuch a bonndlefs and vaft fcarch, if 
they may not convince thofe that are fo ftrongly pcrfua- 
ded thereof; yet to free ingenuous minds from an over- "■ 
awful efteem of thofe more ancient than trufty fathers,- 
whom cuftom and fond opinion, weak principles, and 
the negledt of founder and ffiperiour knowledge hath 
exalted fo high as to have gained them a bl ind reverence ; 
whofe books in bJgnefs. and number fo endlefs and ira- 
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tneafuwble, I canntrt think that either God or nature, 
cither divine or human wifdom, did ever mean Ihould be 
fi rule or reliance to us in the decifion of any weighty 
and pofitive doctrine : for certainly every rule and inftru- 
roent of neceflliry knowledge that God hath given us, 
ought to be fo in, proportion, as maybe wielded and 
maiiaged by the life of man, without penning him up 
From the duties of human foclety j and fuch a rule and 
inftrument of knowledge perfcdly is the holy Bible. But 
he that fhall bind himfelf to make antiquity his rule, if 
he read but part, bcfides the difficulty of choice, his rule 
is deficient, and utterly unfatisfying ; for there maybe 
other writers of another mind, which he hath not feen; 
and if he undertake all, the lengtli of man's life cannot 
extend to give him a full and requifite knowledge of 
what was done in antiquity. Why do we therefore Hand 
worlhippitig and admiring this una<3ive and lifelefs Co- 
lolTus, that, like a carved giant terribly menacing to chil- 
dren and weaklings, lifts up his club, but ftrikesnot, and 
is fubjedt to the muting of every fparrow ? If yon 
let him reft upon his bafis, he may perhaps delight the 
eyes of fomc with his huge and mountainous bulk, and 
the quaint workmanfhip of his mafly limbs; but if ye 
go about to take him in pieces, ye mar him ; and if 
you think, like pigmies, to turn and wind him whole as 
he is, befides your vain toil and fweat, he may chance to 
fall upon your own heads. Go, therefore, and ufc all 
your art, apply your fledges, your levers, and your iron 
trows, to heave and hale your mighty Polypheme of an- 
tiquity to the delusion of novices and unexperienced 
chriftians. We fhall adhere clofe to the fcriptures of 
God, which he hath left us as the juft and adequate mca- 
fure of truth, fitted and proportioned to the diligent 
ftudy, memory, and ufc of every faithful man, whofe 
every part confenting, #nd making up the harmoniou* 
fymmetry of complete inftrudlion, is able to fet out to m 
a perfei^t man of God, or bifhop thoroughly fumifted 
to all the good works of his charge : and with this wea- 
pon, without ftepping a foot further, we ihall not doubt 
to batter and throw down your Nebuchadnezzar's image, 
and crumble it like the chaff of tWe fummer threfhing- 
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floors, as well the gpid of thofe apoftolic fucceffors that 
)ou boali of, as your Conftantinian filver, together with 
the iron, the brats, and the clay of thofe muddy and ilrawy 
ages that follow. 

' Remonil. Let the boldcft forehead of them all deny 
that epifcopacy halh continued thus long in our iiland^ 
or that any till this age contradifted it. 

Anfw, That bold forehead you have cleanly put upon 
jrourfelf, it is you who deny that any till this age contra- 
dii^ed it ; no forehead of ours dares do fo much: you 
have rowed yourfelf fairly between the Scylla and Cha- 
rybdis, either of impudence or nonfenfe, and now betake 
you to whether you pleafe. 

Remonft. As for that fupply of acceflbry flrength, 
which I not beg. 

Anfw. Your whole remonflrance does nothing clfe but 
beg it, and yoxu" fellow-prelates do as good as whme to the 
parliament for their flcfhpots of Egypt, making fad ora- 
tions at the funeral of your dear prelacy, like that doughty 
centurion Afranlus in Lucian ; who, to imitate the noble 
Pericles in his epitaphian fpeech, ftepping up after the 
battle to bewail the flain Severianus, falls into a pitiful 
condolement, to think of thofe coftly fuppers and drink- 
ing banquets, which he muft now tafte of no more; and 
by then he had done, lacked but little to lament the deiar- 
loved memory and calamitous lofs of his capon and 
white broth. 

Remonft. But raife and evince from the light of na- 
ture, and the rules of juft policy, for the continuance of 
thofe things which long ufe and many laws have firmly 
ellabliftied asneceffary and beneficial. 

Anfw. Open your eyes to the light of grace, a better 
gaide than nature. Look upon the mean condition of 
Chrift and his apoftles, without that acceflbry flrength, 
you take fuch pams to raife from the light of nature and 
policy.: take divine counfel, " Labour not for the things 
that periih :" you would be the fait of the earth ; if that 
lavour be not found in you, do not think much that the 
time is now come to throw you out, and tread you under 
foot Hark, how St. Paul, writing to Timothy, informs a 
true bilhop ; " Bifhops (iaith hej muft not be greedy of 
N 3 filthy 
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filthy lucre ; and having food and raiment, let us Ik 
therewith content: but they (faith he, meaning, more 
efpecially in that place, bifhops) that will be rich, fall 
into temptation, and a fnare, and into maay foolifh aod 
inirtful lufts, which drown men in deftrudiion and perdi- 
tion : for the Jove of money is the root of all evil, which 
while fome coveted after, they have erred from the faith." 
How can we therefore expert found doctrine, and the 
folution of this our controverfy from any covetous and 
honour-hunting bifliop, that fhall plead fo ftiffly for thefe 
things, while St. Paul thus exhorts every bifliop ; " But 
thou, O man of God, flee thefe things V As for the juft 
policy, that long ufe and cuftom, and thofe many laws 
which you fay have conferred thefe benefits upon you j 
it hath been nothing elfe but the fuperftitious devotion 
of princes and great men that knew no better, or the bafe 
importunity of begging friars, haunting and harafling the 
deathbeds of men departing this life, in a blind and 
wretched condition of hope to merit Heaven for the build- 
ing of churches, cloifiers, and convents. The moftof 
your vaunted poffeftions, and thofe proud endowments 
that ye as finfully wafte, what are they but the black, reve- 
nues of purgatoi-y, the price of abufcd and murdered 
fouls, the damned fimony of Trentals, and indulgences to 
mortal fin ? How can ye choofe but inherit the curfe that 
goes along with futh a patrimony ? Alas! iftherebcany 
releafement, any mitigation, or more tolerable being fiw 
the fouls of our mifguided anceftors ; could we imagine 
there might be any recovery to fome degree of eafe left 
for as many of them as are loft, there cannot be a better 
way than to take the mifbeftowed wealth which they 
were cheated of, from thefe our prelates, who are the 
true fuccelTors of thofe that popped them into the other 
world with this conceit of meriting by their goods, which 
was their final undoing: and to beftow their beneiicent 
gife upon places and means of chriftian education, and 
the fiiithful labourers in God's harveft, that may incef- 
fantly warn ihc pofterity of Dives, led they come where 
their miferable forefather was fcnt by the cozenage and 
miflcadiiig of avaricious and woildly prelates. 

. Rctnonfl 



Remonft. It will fland long enough againft the battery 
ef their paper- pellets. 

Anfw. That muft be tried without a fijuare cap in the 
council i and if pellets will not do, your own canons 
Aall be turned againft you. 

Remonft. They cannot name any man in this nation^ 
that ever contradidled epifcopacy, till this prefent age. 

Anfw. What an overworn and bedriden argument is 
this ? the laft refuge ever of old falfehood, and therefore 
a good fign, I truft, that your caftle cannot hold out long. 
This was the plea of judaifm and idolatry againft Chrift 
and his apoftles, of papacy againft reformation ; and per- 
haps to the frailty of flefh and blood in a man deftitute of 
better enhghtenmg may for fome while be pardonable : 
for what has flefhiy apprehenfion other to fubfift by than 
fucceflionj cuftom, and viiibility ; which only hold, if 
in his wcaknefs and blindnefs he be loth to lofe, who can 
blame i But in a proteftant nation, that fhould have 
thrown oiF thefe tattered rudiments long ago, after the 
many flrivings of God's fpirit, and our fourfcore years 
Tcxation of him in this our wildemefs fince reformation 
began, to urge thefe rotten principles, and twit us « ith 
the prefent age, which is to us an age of ages wherein 
God is manifeftly come down among us, to do fome re- 
markable good to our church or flate ; is, as if a> man 
Ihould tax the renovating and reingendering fpirit of 
God with innovation, and that new creature for an up- 
flart novelty; yea, the new Jerufalcra, which, without 
your admired link of fucceffion, defcends fi'om Heaven, 
could not efcape fome fuch like cenfurc. If you require 
a further anfwer, it will not mifbecome a chriftian to be 
either more magnanimous or more devout than Scipio 
Was ; who, inftead of other anfwer to the frivolous accu- 
fations of Pctilius the tribune, "This day, Romans, (faith 
hej I fought with Hannibal profperoufly ; let us all go 
and thank the gods, that gave us fo great a victory :" in 
like manner will we row fay, not caring othcrwife to 
anfwer this uiiproteftantlikc objedlion ; In this age, Bri- 
tonSjGod hath reformed his church after many hundred 
years of popifli corruption ; in this age, he hath freed 
ua from the intolerable yoke of prelates and papal dif- 
N 3 cipliue; 



la 



1 83 Ammadverfions upon Vie 

cipKne ; i# this age he hath renewed' oar protcftation 
againil all thofe yet remaining dregs of fapcrftition. Let 
us all go, every true protefted Briton, throughout the 
three 'kingdoms, and render thanks to God the father 
of light, and fountain of heavenly grace, and to his 
fon Chrift our Lord; leaving this Remonftrant and his 
adherents to their own defigns, and let us recount 
even here without delay, the patience and long-fuflfcr- 
ing that Grod hath ufed towards our blindnefs and 
hardnefs t ime after time. For he being equally near 
to his whole creation of mankind, and of free powfer to 
turn his beneficent and fatherly regard to what region or 
kingdom he pleales, hath yet ever had this ifland under 
the fpccial indulgent eye of his providence ; and pitying 
us the firft of all other nations, after he had decreed to 
urify and renew his church that lay wallowing in ido* 
atrous pollutions, fent firft to us a healing meffengerto 
touch foftly our fores, and carry a gentle hand over our 
'wounds : he knocked once and twice, and came again, 
opening our drowfy eyelids leifurely by that gHmAiering 
light, which Wicklifi^and his followers difperfedj and 
ftdl taking off by degrees the inveterate fcales from our 
nigh penfhed fight, purged alfo our deaf ears, and prepared 
them to attend his fecond warning trumpet in our grand- 
fires'- days. How elfe could they have been able to have 
received the fudden aflault of his reforming Ipirit, war- 
ring againfi: human principles, and carnal fenfe, the pride 
of flefh, that fiill cried up antiquity, cufirom, canons, 
councils and laws; and cried down the truth fornovcity, 
fchifm, profanenefs, and facrilege ? whenas we that ha« 
lived fo long in abundant light, befides the funny reflec- 
tion of all the neighbouring churches, have yet our 
hearts rivetted with thofe old opinions, and fo obftrufled 
and benummed with the fame fleftily reafonings, which 
in our forefathers foon melted and gave way, againft the 
morning beam of reformation. If God had left undone 
this whole work, fo contrary to flefti and blood, till thefe 
times ; how ftiould we have yielded to his heavenly call, 
had we been taken, as they were, in the ftarknefs of our 
jgnorance; thatyetjafterall thefe fpiritqal preparatives and 
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purgations, have our earthly apprehenfions^o clammed 
and furred with the old leaven ? O if we freeze at nooa 
after their early thaw, let us fear left the fun for ever hide 
himfeif, and turn his orient fteps from our ingraleful ho- 
rizon, juftly condemned to be eternally benighted. Which 
dreadful judgment, O thou the ever-begotten Light and 
perfedk image of the Father ! intercede, may never come 
upon us, as we truft thou haft; for thou hall: opened our 
difficult and fad times, and given us an unexpedicd 
breathing after our long oppreffions: thou haft done 
juftice upon thofe that tyranniied over us, while fome 
men wavered and admirra a vain ftiadow of wifdom in a 
tongue nothing flow to utter guile, though thou haft 
taught us to admire only that which is good, and to count 
that only praifc-worthy, which is grounded upon thy di- 
vine precepts. Thou haft difcovered the plots, and fruf- 
trated the hopes, of all the wicked in the land, and put 
to ftiamc the perfecutors of thy church : thou haft made 
our felfe prophets to be found a lie in the light of all the 
people, and chafed them with fudden canfution anil- 
amazement before the redoubled brightnefs of thy dc- 
foending cloud, that now covers thy tabernacle. Who is 
there that cannot trace thee now in thy beamy walk 
through the midft of thy fandloary, amidft thofc golden 
candlefticlie, which have long fuffeijed a dimnefs amongft 
us through the violence of thofe that had feized them, 
and were more taken with the mention of their gold than 
of their ftarry light; teaching the dotilrine of Balaam, to' 
■ caft a ftumbling block before thy fervants, commanding 
them to eat things facrificed to idols, and forcing them 
to fornication ? Come, therefore, O thou that haft the 
fcven ftars in thy right hand, appoint thy chofen priefts 
accoiding to their orders and courfea of old, to minifler 
before thee, and duly to prefs ~and pour out the confe- 
crated oil into thy holy and everburning lamps. Thda. 
haft fent out the fpirit of prayer upon thy fervants over 
all the land to thiseffe(5l, and ftirred up their vows as 
the found of many waters about thy throne. Every one 
can fay, that now certainly thou haft vifited this ]and,and 
haft not fo^otten the utmoft comers of the earth, in a time 
when men had thought that thou waft gone up from us 
N 4 to 
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to the fartheft end of the heavens, and hadft left to do 
marvelloufly among the fong of thefe laft ages. O per- 
fe&. and. accomplilh thy glorious aifts ! for men may 
leave their works unfiniilied, but thou art a God, thy na- 
ture is perfection : Ihouldft thou bring us thus far on- 
ward from Egypt to deftroy ua in this wildemefs, though 
we deferve ; yet thy great name would fuffer in the re- 
joicing of thine enemies, and the deluded hope of all thy 
fervants. When thou haft fettled peace in the church, 
and righteous judgment in the kingdom, then fliall all 
thy faints addrefs their voices of joy and triumph to thee, 
ftaiiding on the fliore of that red fea into which our ene- 
mies had almoft driven us. And he that now for hafte 
fnatches up a plain ungamifhed prefent as a thank-offer- 
ing to thee, which could not be deferred in regard of thy 
fo many late deliverances wrought for us one upon ano- 
ther, may then perhaps take up a harp, and ling thee an 
elaborate fong to generations. In that day it Ihall no 
more be faid as in fcorn, this or that was never heldfo 
till this prefent age, when men have better learnt that 
the times and feafons pafs along under thy feet to go and 
come at thy bidding : and as thou didft dignify our fa- 
thers' days with many revelations above all the foregoing 
ages, fince thou tookeft the flelh ; fo thou canft vouch- 
fafe to us (though unworthy) as large a portion of thy 
Ipirit as thou |)leafeft : for who Ihall prejudice thy al)- 
■governing will? feeing the power of thy grace is notpailcd 
away with the primitive times, as fond and failhlcfs men 
imagine, but thy kingdom is now at hant^ and thou fland- 
ing at the door. Come forth oiit of thy royal chambers, 
O Prince of all the kings of the earth ! put on the vifible 
robes of thy imperial majefty, take up that unlimited 
fc^tre. which thy almighty Father hath bequeathed thec; 
for now the voice of thy bride calls thee, and all crea- 
tures ligh to be renewed. 



SECT. V. 



Reraonft.- Ncgle(S not the gift which was given thee 
by prophecy, and by laying on the liands of prelbytery. 
Anfw. The Englifh iranfiation exprcfle$ the article 
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(the), and renders it the prelbytery, which you do idjuxy 
to omit. 

Remonft. Which I wonder ye can fo prefa, when Cal- 
vin himfelf taV.es it of the office, and not of the men. 

Anfw. You think then you are fairly quit of this proqfi 
becaufe Calvin interprets it for you, as if we could be put 
off with Calvin's name, unleis we be convinced with 
Calvin'3 reafon ; the word wjurfSorffiov is a colledtive noun, 
fignifying a certain number of men in one order, as the 
word privy-council with us ; and fo Beza interprets, that 
knew Calvin's mind doubtlefs, with whom he lived. If 
any amongfl: us Ihould fay the privy-council ordained it, 
and thereby conftrain iis to underiland one man's autho- 
rity, fhould we not laugh at him? And therefore when you 
haveufed all your cramping irons to the te?;t, and done 
your utmoft lo cram a prefbytery into the tkin of one per- 
ibn, it will be but a piece of frugal nonfenfe. But if your 
meaning be with a violent hyperbaton to tranfpofe the text, 
as if the words lay thus in order, " negledt not the gift of 
prefbytery :'* this were a conftrudtion tlike a harquebulil 
ftotover a file of words twelve deep, without authority to 
bid them ftoop ; or to make the word gift, like the river 
Mole, in Suny, to run under the bottom of a long line, 
and fo ftart up to govern the 'word prefbytery, as in im- 
mediate fyntaxis ; a device ridiculous enough to makiS 
good that old wife's tale of a certain queen of England 
that funk at Charing crofs, and rofe up at Queenhithe. 
No marvel though the prelates be a troublefome genera- 
tion, and, which way focvcr they turn ihem, put all things 
into a foul diicompofure, when to maintain their domi- 
neering they leek thus to rout and difarray the wife and 
wellcouched order of Saint Paul's own words, ufing ei- 
ther a certain textual riot to chop off the hands of the 
word preft)ytery, or elfe a like kind of firoony to clap the 
word gift between them. Belides, if the vecfe muft be 
read according to this tranlpofition, (*<i di^txst t5 ev vol 
X»fw-^«T9( tS TrfKrjSvTtji'M, it would be improper to call or- 
dination y^xBKTiAx, whenas it is rather only xti^txv^ix, an 
outward tefiimony of approbation; unlefs they will 
make it a facrainent, as the papifts do : but furely the 
prelates would have Saint Paul's words ramp one over 
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-Another, as they ufb to climb into their iWings and bi- 
ihoprics. 

Rcmonft. Neither need we give any other fatisfeflion 
to the point, than from Saint Paul himfelf, 2 Timothy i, 
6. ** Stir up the gift of God which is in thee by the ira- 
pofition of my hands ;" mine, and not others. 

Anfw. Ye are too quick t this laft place is to be under- 
fiood by the former ; as the law of method, which bearj 
chief fway in the art of teaching, requires, that cleareft 
and plaineft cxpreffions be fet foremoft, to the end they 
May enlighten any following obfcurity ; and wherefore 
we Hiould not attribute a right method to the teachable* 
nefs of fcripture, there can be no reafon given : to which 
method, if we Ihall now go-contrary, bcfides the break- 
ing of a logical rule, which the Remonftrant hitherto we 
fee hath made Httte account of, we Ihall alfo put a ma- 
nifell violence and impropriety upon a known word 
againft his common lignificatich, in binding a coUedUve 
to a Angular pcrfon. But if we Ihall, as logic (or indeed 
reafon) inflxudts us, expound the latter place by the for- 
mer cited, and underftand " by the impofitioo of my 
hands," that is, of mine chiefly as an apoftle, with the 
ioint authority and alTiftance of the prefbytery, there is 
nothing more ordinary or kindly in fpeech, than fucha 
phrafe as exprelTes only the chief in any a(5lion, and un- 
derftands the reft. So that the impofition of Saint Paul's 
bands, without more expreffion in this place, cannot ex- 
clude the joint adt of the prefbytery affirmed by the for- 
mer text. 

Reroonfl. In the mean while {zt^ brethren, how you 
have with Simon filhed all night, and caught nothing. 

Anfw. If we filhing with Simon the apofile can catch 
nothing, fee what you can catch with Simon Magus ; for 
all his hooks and -fiihing implements he bequeathed 
among you. 
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Remonft. We do again jirofefs, that if our biftiops 
■challenge any other power than was delwated to, and 
required of Timothy and Titus, we Ihan yield them 
ufurpers. 

Anfvv. Ye cannot compare an ordinary biihop with 
Timothy, who was an extraordinary man, foretold and 
promifed to the church by many prophecies', and his 
name joined as collateral with St. Paul, in moft of his 
apoftolic epifttea, even where he writes to the bithops of 
other churches, as thofe in Philippi. Nor can you prove 
out of the fcripture that Timothy was biihop of any par- 
ticular place ; for that wherein it is faid in the third 
verfe of the firft epiftle, " As I befought thee to abide 
ftill at Ephefus," will be fuch a glofs to prove the con- 
flitution of a bifliop by, as would not only be not f* 
good as a Bourdeaux glofs, but fcarce be received to 
Tamifh a vizard of Modona, All that can be gathered 
out of holy writ concerning Timothy is, that he was 
either an apoftle, or an apoftle's extraordinary vice- 
gerent, not confined to the charge of any place. The 
like may be faid of Titus, (as thole words import in the 
5th verie) that he was for that caufe left in Crete, that 
he might fupply or proceed to fet in order that which 
St. Paul in apoftolic manner had begun, for which he 
had his particular commiffion, as thofe words found " aA 
I had appointed thee.*' So that what he did in Crete, 
cannot fo much be thought the exercife of an ordinaq^ 
funflion, as the diretftion of an infpired mouth. No 
lefs may be gathered from the 2 Cor. viii, 23. 

Remonft. You defcend to the angels of the feven 
Afian churches ; your ihift is, that 3ie word angel is 
here taken coUcfftively, not individually. 

Anfw. That the word is coUedlive, appears plainly. 
Revel, ii. 

Firft, Becaufe the text itfelf expounds it fo ; for hav- 
ing fpoken all the while as to the angel, the feventh 
verfe concludes, that this was fpoken to the churches. 
Now if the fpirit conclude coUei5lively, and kept the 

fame 
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jame tenor all the wajr, for we fee not where he parti- 
cularizes j then certamly he muft b^in colle^lively, 
elfe the conitruftion can be neither grammatical Dor 
logical. 

Secondly, If the word angd be individual, then arc 
the faults attributed to him indiridual: but they are 
fuch as for which- God threatens to remove the candle- 
flick out of its place, which Is as much as to take away . 
from that church the light of his truth ; and we cannot 
think he will do fo for one bifhop's fault. Therefore 
thofe faults muft be underftood colledlive, and by confc- 
quence the fubjeifl of them colleiSlive. 

Thirdly, An individual cannot branch itfelf into fub- 
individuals ; but this word angel doth in the tenth verie, 
*' Fear none of thofe things which thou ftialt fuffer ; be- 
hold the devil ihall caft fomc of you into prifon." And 
the like from other places of this and the following chap- 
ter may be obferved. Therefore it is no individual 
word, but a colleflive. 

Fourthly, In the 24th verfe this word Angel is made 
capable of a pronoun plural, which could not be, unlefs 
it were a coUeiEtivc. As for the fuppofcd manufcript 
pf Tecla, and two or three other copies that have 
expunged the copulative, we cannot prefer them before 
the more received reading, and we hope you will not, 
againft the tranflation of your mother the church of 
England, that paffed the revife of your chicftil prelates: 
befides t^his, you will lay an unjufl cenfure upon the 
much-praifed bifliopof Thyatira, and reckon him among 
thofe that had the do(5trine of Jezebel, when the text 
fays, he only fufFered her. Whereas, if you will but let 
in a charitable conjuniSJon, as we know your fo much 
called for charity will not deny, then you plainly ac- 
quit the bilhop, if you comprehend him in the name 
' of angel, otherwife you leave his cale very doubtful, 

Remonft. '* Thou fufFereft thy wife Jezebel :" was flic 
wife to the whole company, or to one bifhop alone ? , 

Anfw, Not to the whole company doubtlefs, for tint 
had been worfe than to have been llie Lcvite's wife in 
Gibeah: but here among all thofe that conflantly read it 
otherwife, whom you trample upon, your good mother 
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of England is down again in the throng, whowith the reft 
reads it, • that woman Jezebel :' but fuppofe it were wifei 
aman might as well interpret that word figuratively, as her 
name Jezebel no man doubts to be a borrowed name. 

Remonft. Yet .what makes this for a diocefan bifhop? 
Much every way. 

Anfw. No more than a fpecial endorfcment could 
make to pufF up the foreman of a jury. If we deny yott 
more precedence, than as the fenior of any fociety, or 
deny you this priority to be longer than annual ; prove 
you the contrary from hence, if you can. That you 
think to do from the title of eminence. Angel : alas, 
your wings are too fliort. It is not ordination noc 
jurifdi(?tion that is angelical, but the heavenly meffage 
of the gofpel, which is the office of all minifters alike ; 
itf which fcnfe John the Baptift is called an Angel, which 
in Greek figdifies a meffenger, as oft as it is meant by a 
man, and might be fo rendered here without treafon to 
the hierarchy ; but that the whole book foars to a pro- 
phetic pitch in types and allegories. Seeing then the 
reafon of this borrowed name is merely to figniiy the 
preaching of the gofpel, and that this preaching equally 
appertains to the whole rainiftry ; hence may be drawn 
a fifth argument, that if the reafon of this borrowed 
name Angel be equally collei9:ive and communicative to 
the whole preaching miniftry of the place, then muft the 
name be coUeftivcly and communicatively taken ; but 
the reafon, that is to fay, the office, of preaching and 
watching over the flock, is equally colletftive and com- 
municauve : therefore the borrowed name itfelf is to be 
underfiood as equally colledtive and communicative to 
the- whole preaching miniftry of the place. And if you 
will contend ftill for a fupefiority in one perfon, you 
muft ground it better than from this metaphor, which 
you may now deplore as the axt'head that fell into the 
water, and fay, "Alas, mafter, for it was borrowed;" 
rnilcfs you have as good a faculty to make iron fwim, as 
you had to make light froth link. 

Remonft. What is, if this be not ordination and jarif- 
diction ? 

Aiitw. Indeed in the conftitution and founding of a 
church, that fomc men infpired from God thould have 
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fin extraordinary calling to appoint, to order, and difpofe, 
faaSi needs be. So Mofcs, thou^ himfelf no [nieft, 
iiuvStified and ordained Aaron and his fcms ; but when 
all needful things be fet, and regulated by the writing 
of the apoftles, whether it be not a mere folly to keep op 
a fuperior degree in the church only for ordination aod 
jurifdiftion, it will be no hurt to debate awhile. The 
apofUes were the builders, and, as it were, the architp^s 
of the chriflian church ; wherein confifled their excel- 
lence ^ove ordinary minifters ? A prelate would fay in 
commanding, in controlling, in appointing, in calling 
.(o them, and fending from about them to all countries, 
their bifliops and archbifhops as their deputies, with a 
•kind of Icgantine power. , No, no, vain prelates, this 
was but as the fcafFolding of a new edifice, whidi for 
the time mufi board and overlook the highetl batde- 
ments ; but if the ftrufture once finifhed, any paiTenger 
ihould iall in love with them, and pray that they might 
fiill ftand, as being a lingular grace and ftrengthening to 
•the houfe, who would otherwife think, but that the 
man was prefently to be laid hold on, and fent to hii 
friends and kindred ? The eminence of the apoftles 
confifted in their powerful preaching, their imwearied 
labouring in the word, their unquenchable charity, 
which, above all earthly Fefpe<Ets, like a working, ilame, 
had fpun up to fuch a height of pore deiire, as might 
be thought next to that love which dwells in God to fave 
fouls ; which, while they did, they were contented to be 
the ofFscouring of the world, and to expofe themfelves 
willingly to all atHiftions, perfetSting thereby their hope 
through patience to a joy unfpeakable. A^ for ordina- 
tion, what is it, but the laying on of hands, an outward 
lign or fymbol of admiffion ? It creates nothing, it con- 
fers nothing ; it is the inward calling of God that ma^ 
a minifler, and his own painful Audy and diligence that 
manures and improves his minifierial gifts. In the primi* 
tive times, many, before ever they had received ordination 
from the apoftles, had done the church noble fervice, as 
- Apollos and others. It is but an orderly form of receiving 
a man already fitted, and committing to htm a particular 
charge ; the employment of preaching is as holy, and far 
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more excdltait ; the care alio and judgment to be ufed in 
the winning of Ibiils^ which is thought to be fufficient 
in every worthy minifler, is an ability above that which 
ia.required in ordination : for many may be able to judge 
who is fit to be made a miniiler, that would not be found 
fit to be made minifters themfelv.es ; as it will not be de- 
nied that he may be the competent judge of a neat pifturc, ■ 
or cleg3nt poem, that cannot limn the like. Why there- 
fore we ftiould conftitute a fuperior order in the church 
to perform . an office which is not only every minifter's 
hindtioo, but inferior alfo to that which he has a confelled 
right to ; and why this fuperiority Ihould remain thu» 
al'urped, foroe wife Epimenides tell us. Now for jurif- 
didion, this dear faint of the prelates, it will be heft to 
confider, firft, what it is; that fovcreign Lord, who ia 
the difcharge of his holy anointment from God the Father, 
which made him fupreme bilhop of our fouls, was fo 
humble as to fay, " Who made me a judge, or a divider 
over ye ?" hath taught us that a churchman's jurifdifftion 
is no more but to watch over his flock in feafon, and out 
of feafon, to deal by fweet and efficacious inftnuStions, 
' gentle admonitions, and fometimes rounder reproofs : 
againil negligence or obftinacy, will be required a roul^ 
ing volley of paftorly threatenings ; againflr a perfiAiog 
ftubbornnefs, or the fear of a reprobate fenle, a timely 
reparation from the fiock by that interdidtive fentence, 
left his converfation unprohibited, or unbranded, might 
breathe a peftilential murrain into the other fheep. In 
fum, his jurifdiction is to fee the thriving and profpering 
of that which he hath planted : what other work the 
prelates have found for chancellors and fuiFragans, dele- 
gates and officials, with all the Hell-peftering rabble of 
fumners and apparitors, is but an invafion upon the 
temporal magiftrate, and affedled by them as men that 
are not alhamcd of the cnfign and banner of antichrift. 
But true evangelical jurifdidlion or difcipline is no more, 
as was laid, than for a miniller to fee to the thriving and 
profpering of that which he hath planted. And which 
iathe worlhieft work of thefe two, to plant as every mi- 
nifter's office is equally with the bifhops, or to tend that 
which is planted, which the blind and undifccnung 
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prelates call jurifdiiftion, and would appropriate to them* 
fclves as a bufinefs of higher dignity ? Have patience 
therefore a little, and hear a law cafe. A certain man of 
large' poffeffions had a fair garden, and kept therein aa 
honeft and laborious fervant, whofe Ikill and profeffion 
was to fet or few all wholefome herbs, and delightful 
flowers, according to every fcafon, and whatever elfe was 
to be done in a well-hufbanded nurfery of plants and 
firuits; Now, when the time was come that he fhould 
cat his hedges, prune his trees, look to his tender flips, 
and pluck up the weeds that hindered their growth, ht 
gets him up by break of day, and makes account to do 
what was necdftil in his garden ; and who would think 
that any olher fhould know better than he how the day's 
work was to be fpent? Yet for all this there comes 
another ftrange gardener that never knew the foil, never 
handled a dibble or fpade to fet the lead potherb that 
grew there, much lefs had endured an hour's fweat or 
chilnefs, and yet challenges as his right the binding OT 
unbinding of every flower, the clipping of every bufb, 
the weeding and worming of every bed, both in that and 
all other gardens thereabout. The honeft gardener, that 
ever lince the daypeep, till now the fun was grown 
fomewhat rank, had wrought painfully about his bank* . 
and feedplots, at his commanding voice turns fuddenly 
about with fome wonder; and although he could hare 
well beteemed to have thanked him of the eafe he prof- 
feired, yet loving his own handywork, modeftly refufcd 
him, telling him withal, that, for his part, if he had 
thought much of his own pains, he could for once have 
committed the work to one of his fellow labourers, for 
as much as it is well known to be a matter of lefsfkiU 
and lefs labour to keep a garden handfome, than it is to 
plant it, or contrive it, and that he had already performed 
himfelf. No, faid the ftranger, this is neither for you 
nor your fellows to meddle with, but for me only ihst 
am for this purpofe in dignity far above youj and the 
provifion which the Lord of the foil allows me in this 
office is, and that with good reafon, tenfold your wages. 
The gardener Imiled and fhook his head ; but what was 

determined 
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determined, I cannot tell you till the end of this parlia- 
ment. 

Remonft. If in time you fhall fee wooden chaUces^ 
and wooden priefta, thank yourielves. 

Anfw. It had been happy for this land, ifyourpriefls 
had been but only wooden ; all England knows they 
have been to this ifland not wood, but wormwood, that 
have infe6ted the third part of our waters, like that apof- 
tate ftar in the Revelation, that many fouls have died of 
iheir bitternefs ; and if you mean by wooden, illiterate 
or contemptible, there was no want of that fort among 
you ; and their number increaiing daily, as their lazinefs, 
their tavern hunting, their negledl of all found literature, 
and their liking of doltiHi and mopaflical fchoolmen 
daily increafed. What, fliould I tell you how the uni- 
verfities, that men look fhould be fountains of learning 
and knowledge, have been poifoned and choaked linder 
your governance ? And if to be wooden, be to be bafe, 
wh«re could there be found among all the reformed 
diiirches, nay in the church of Rome itleif, a bafcr brood 
of flattering and time-ferving priefts ? according as Go^ 
|wonounces by Ifaiah, the prophet that teacheth lies, he 
ia the tail. As for your young fcholars, that petition 
fe- bilhoprics and deaneries to encoura|;e them in their 
fludies, and that many gentlemen clfp will not put tbeir 
Ions to learning ; away with fuch young mercenary ftrip- 
liags, and their fimoniacal fathers; God has no need of 
fach, they have no part or lot in his vineyard : they may 
as well fue for nunneries, that they may have fome con- 
tenient ftowage for their withered daughters, becau(e 
they cannot give them portions anfwerable to the pride 
and vanity they have bred them in. This is the root of 
all our mifchief, that which they allege for the encou- 
ragement of their ftudies ihould be cut away forewith as 
fee very bait of pride and ambition, the very garbage 
that draws together all the fowls of prey and ravin in 
die land to come and gorge upon the church. How 
Pan it be but ever unhappy to the church of England, 
irfiile flie fhall think to entice men to the pure lervice 
rf God by the fame means that were ufed to tempt our 
8aviour to the fervice of the devil, by laying before him 
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honour and preferment ? Fit profefibre indeed are ttey 
like to be, to teach others that godhncfs with content is 
great gain, whenas their godlinefs of teaching had not 
been but for worldly gain. The heathen philofophera 
thought that viitue was for its own fake ineftimable, and 
the greafeft gain of a teacher lo make a foul virtuous; 
fo Xenophon writes of Socrates, who never bargained 
with any for teaching them ; he feared not left thofe who 
had received fo high a benefit from him, would not of 
their own free will return him all poffible thanks. Was 
moral virtue fo lovely, and fo alluring, and heathen men 
fo enamoured of her, as to teach and ftudy her with 
greateft neglect and contetrpt of worldly prcrfit and ad- 
vancement ? And is chriftian piety fo homely and fo 
unpleatant, and chriftian men fo cloyed with her, as that 
none will fludy and teach her, but for lucre and prefer- 
ment ! O ftalegrown piety ! O goffwl rated as cheap as 
^y maftcr, at thirty pence, and not worth the ftudy, 
Vnlef^ thou canft buy thote that will fell thee ! O rac» of 
tpapernaftans, fenfelefs of divine do<ftrine, and capable 
only of loaves and bellycheer ! But they will grant, per- 
haps, piety may thrive, but learning will decay : I wouU 
/aih afk thefe men at whofe hands they feek inferiour 
things, as wealth, honour, their dainty fare, their lofty 
hou^s ? No doubt but they will foon anfwer, that ail 
thefe things they feck at God's hands. Do they think 
then that all thefe meaner and fuperfluous things come 
from God, and the divine gift of learning from the den 
of Plutus, or the cave of Mammon ? Certainly never any 
clear fpirit nurfed up from brighter inftuences, with a 
foul enlarged to the dimenftons of fpacious art and high 
knowledge, ever entered there but with Icom, and 
thought it ever foul dilHain to make pelf or anabhioa 
the reward of his ftudies ; it being the greateft honour, 
the greateft fruit and proficiency of learned flrudies to 
dcfpife thefe things. Not liberal fcience, but ilUberit 
muft that needs be, that mounts in contemplation merely 
for money. And what would it avail us to have a hire- 
ling clei^, though never fo learned ? For fuch can ban 
neither true wifdcnn nor grace ; and then in vain do 
men trull in learning, where thefe be- wanting. If in 

left 
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leTs Doble and almoft mechanic arts, according to. the 
definttioDS of thofe authorsi he is not efteemed to cjefervc 
the name of a complete architeS, an excellent painter, 
or the like, that bears not a generous mind above the 
peaTantly regard of wages and hire ; much more mufl: we 
think him a motl imperfect, and incomplete divine, who 
ifi fo far from being a contemner of iiltby lucre, that hiar 
Vrhole divinitj' is moulded and bred up in the beggarly 
and brutjih hopes of a fat prebendary, deanery, or bt-i 
ihopric ; which poor and lowpitched defires, if they do 
but mix with thofe other heavenly intentions that draw 
a man to this (ludy, it is juflly expedled that they ihoul^ 
bruig forth a bafebom ilTue of divinity, like that of thofo 
snperledi and putrid creatures that receive a crawling 
life from two moll unlike procreants, the fun and mud. 
And in matters of religion, there is not any thing more 
intolerable than a learned fool, or a. learned hypocrite} 
the one is ever cooped up at his empty fpeculations, 
a f<ot, an ideot for any ufe that mankind can make of 
him. Of elfe fowing the world with nice and idle quef- 
(ions, and >*ith much toil and difficulty wading to his 
auditors up to the eyebrows in deep (hallows that wet - 
not the inftep : a plain unlearned njan that lives well 
by that light which he has, is better and wifer, and edifies 
others more towards a godly and happy life than he. 
The other is ftill ufing his fophifticated arts, and bend- 
ing all his lludies how to make his infatiate avarice and 
ambition feem pious and orthodoxal, by painting his 
lewd and deceitful principles with a I'mooth and glofly 
vamifli in a doiftrinal way, to bring about his wickedeft 
purpofes. Inftead of the great harm therefore that thefe 
men fear upon tho diflblving of prelates, what an ea^ 
and bappinefs will it be to us, when tempting rewards 
are taken away, that the cunningell and mofi dangerous 
ai«'cenaries will ceafe of ihemfelves to frequent the fold, 
whom other'wife fcarce all the prayers of the feithfqf 
could have kept back from devouring the flock ! But 
a true paftor of Chrift'a fending hath this efpecial mark* 
that for greateft labours and gt^eateft merits in tlj« chufcli; 
he requires either nothing, if he could fo fubfift, or a very , 
eonunoQ and reafonable fupply of human i^ecdTaries: 
OS we 
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wc canobt therefore do better than to leave this care - of 
ours to God, he can eafily fend labourers into his barveft,- 
that fliall not cry Give, give, but be contented with 8 
moderate and befeeming allowance ; nor will he fuffcr 
true learning to be wanting, where true grace and our 
bbedicnce to him abounds i for if he give us to kno<>^ 
him aright, and to pradlife this our knowledge in right 
cftablilhed difcipline, how much more will he replenifli 
us with all abilities in tongues and arts, that may con- 
duce to his glory and our good ! He can ftir up rich 
fathers to beftow esquifite education upon their chil- 
dren, and fo dedicate them to the fcrvice of the gofpel j 
be can make the fons of nobles his minillers, and princes 
to be his Nazarites ; for certainly there is no employment 
more honourable, more worthy to take up a great fpirit, 
more requiring a generous and free nurture, than to be 
the mcffenger and herald of heavenly truth from God to 
man, and, by the faithful work of holy do<Srine, to pro- 
create a number of faithful men, making a kind of cre- 
ation like to God's, by infufing his fpirit and likencfs 
into them, to their falvation, as God did into him; 
arifing to what climate foever he turn him, like that San 
of rignteoufnefs that fent him, with healing in his wings, 
and new light to break in upon the chill and gloomy 
hearts of his hearers, raifing out of darkfome barrennea 
a delicious apd fragrant fpring of iaving knowledge, and 
good works. Can a man, thus employed, find himfelf dif- 
tontented, or diflionoured for want of admittance to have 
a pragmatical voice at feffions and jail deliveries ? Or 
feecaufe he may not as a judge fit out the wrangling noifc 
of litigious courts to fhrive the purfes of unconfefling 
and unmortified finners, and not their fouls, or be dit> 
couraged though men call him not lord, whenas the due 
. performance of his office would gain him, even from Icwds 
and princes, the voluntary title of father ? Would he tug 
for a barony to fit and vote in parliament, knowing that 
no man can take from him the gift of wifdom and found 
~ 'do^ine, which leaves him free, though not to be S 
member, yet a teacher and perfuader of the parliament( 
And ih all wife apprehenfions the perfuafive power in 
man to win others to goodnels hy inflru^on is greattr, 

and 
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and more divine, than the compulfive power to reftraia 
men from being evil by terrour of the law ; and therefore 
Chrift left Mofes to be the lawgiver, but himfelf came 
down amongft us to be a teacher, with which office his 
heavenly wifdom was fo Well pleafed, as that he was 
angry with thoft that would have put a piece of temporal 
judicature into his hands, difolaiming that he had any 
commiffion from above for fuch matters. 

Such a high calling therefore as this, -fends not for 
thofe drofly fpirits that need the lure and whiftle of 
earthly preferment, like thofe animals that fetch and 
cany for a morfel j no. She can find fuch as therefore 
ftady her precepts, becaufe fhe teaches to defpife prefer- 
ment And let not thofe wretched fathers think they 
fliall impoverifli the church of willing and able fupply, 
though they keep back their fordid fperm, begotten in 
the luftinefs of their avarice, and turn them to their 
malting kilns; rather let them take heed what leflbns 
they inftil into that lump of fiefh which they are the 
caufe of; left, thinking to offer him as a prefent to God, 
they difti him out for the devil. Let the novice leam 
firft to renounce the world, and fo give himfplf to God, 
and not therefore give himfelf to God, that he may clofe 
the better with the world,, like that falfe fliepherd Pali- 
node in the eclogue of May, under whom the poet liveJy 
perfonates our prelates, whofe whole life is a recantation . 
of their paftoral vow, and whofe profeffion to forfake the 
world, as they ufe the matter, bogs them deeper into the 
world. Thofe our admired Spenfer inveighs againft, not 
without fome prefage of thefe reforming times: 

The lime was once and may again return, 

(For oft may happen tliai hath been befbra] 

When fhepherds had none inhetitance, 

Ne ofland nor fee in fufFerancc, 

But what might arife of the bare Iheep, 

(Were it more or Icfs,) which they did keep. . 

Well ywis was it with fliepherd* tho, 

Nougbt havinei nought feared they to forego ; 

For Pan himfelf was their inheritaoce. 

And little them ferv'd tor their maintenance : 

The fliepherds God fo well them guided, 

That of nought tb^ were unprovided. 

O 3 Batter 



n 



J 98 iMmsdver^om nfon fht 

Sqlttf f TVMigb, hoiKf, milk and whey, 
And their flock fleeces them to array. 
But traft of time, and long profpcriiy 
(That niirfe of vice, this of infolcncy) 
Lnll'd the ihepherda in fadi fectuiiy, 
Tbat net cofttent «4th loyal pbeyfuDce, 
Some gan to gape for greedy govrrnange, 
And malck tbemreWes with mighty potentates, 
Lo«erg of lordHiipG, enil troublers of flatei, 
Tbo gan fliepherda fwaini to ]ooke aloft. 
And leave to live bard, and learne to lie foil. 
, Tbo under colour of ihepberds fome while 
There crept in wolves full of fraud and guile, 
Tliat often dcvoored their own flieep. 
And often the Ihepberd that did tbem keep. 
Tbia was. the firft fource of fljcpherds ibrrow. 
That now nill be quit with hale, nor borrow. 

By all this we may conje£tiire, how little we need icar 
that the ungikling of pur prelates will prove the wood- 
ening qf our prielis. In the mean white let no man cany 
in his heail either luch narrow or ftich evil eyes, as not 
to look upon the churches of Belgia and Helvetia, aiA 
that envied city Geneva; where in the chritlian world 
doth learning more flourilh than in thefe places ? Not 
among your beloved jefuits, nor their favourers, though 
you take all the prelates into the number, and inliance 
in what kind of learning you pleafe. And how in 
England all noble fciences attending upon the train of 
chriftian doctrine may flourifh more than ever; and 
how the able profeflbrs of every art may with ample fii- 
pends be honeftly provided ; and finally, how there may 
be better care had that their hearers may benefit by them, 
and all this without the prelates ; the courfes are To 
many and fo eafy, that I ftiall pafs them over. 

RemonH. It is God that makes the bifhop, the king 
that gives the bifhopric ; what can you fay to this ? 

Anfw. What you fhall not long flay for: we fay it is 
God that makes 3 bifhop, and the deyil that makes him 
take a prelatical bifhopric ; as for the king's gift, regal 
bounty may be excufable in giving, where the bifhop'i 
covetoufnefs is damnable in taking. 

Remonft. Many eminent divines of the churches 
abroad have earaeftly wifhed thciafelvca in our condition. 

Anfw. 
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- Anftf. I'caniiot blaftne them, they were not only emi- 
nent but fupereroinent divines, and for ftomach irnicb 
likie to Pompey the great, that could endure no equal. 
. Rcmonft. The Babylonian note founds wcl! in your 
ears, " Down with it, down with it, even to the ground." 
■ Anfw. You miftike the matter, it was the Edomitiih 
note; but change it, and if you ba an angel, cry witU 
the angel, " It is fallen, it is fallen." 

Remonil. But the God of Heaven will, we hope, vin- 
dicate his own ordinance fo long perpetuated to his 
church. 

Anfw. Go rather to your god pf this world, and fee 
ifhe can vindicate your lordfhips, your temporal and 
fpiritual tyrannies, and all your pelf; for the God of 
Heaven is already come down to vindicate hia ordinance 
frwn your fo long perpetuated ufurpatiun. 

Remonft. Jfyet you can blufh. 

Anfw. This is a more Edomitifti conceit than the 
former, and muft be (ilenced with a counter quip of the 
fimc country. 3o often and fo unfavourily has it been 
repeated, that the reader may well cry, Down with it, 
down with it, for ftiame. A man would think you had 
eaten overliberally of Efau's rdi porridge, and from 
thence dream conttrraally of blufhing; or perhaps, to 
heighten yoor fancy in writing, are wont to fit in your 
doftor's Icarlet, which through your eyes ififeAing yoor 
pregnant imaginative with a red fuifulion, begets 3 
continual thought of blufhing: that you thus perfecute 
ingenuous men over all your book, with this one over- 
tired rubrical conceit ftill of blu&ing; but if you have 
BO merCy upon them, yet I'pare yourlelf, left you bcjade 
the good galloway, your own opiniatre wit, and raaic 
Ac *ery conceit ttfelf blufh with fpurgatling. 

Remonft. The fcandals of our infefiouf minifters I 
defired to have had lefs public, 

Anfw. And what your fupcriour archbifhop or bi- 
ihopB? O forbid (o have it told in Gath! fay you. O 
"dauber ! and therefore remove not impieties from Ifrael. 
Conftantine might have done mOre juftly to have pa- 
nilKed thofe clergical faults which he could not conceal, 
thaa to leave them unpunithed, that they might remain 
O 4 conccaMd i 
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concealed : better had it been for him, that the heathen 
had heard the fame of his jiiftice, than of his wilful con- 
nivance and partjrjity; and fo the name of God and bis 
truth had been lefs blafpHemed among hi& enemies, and 
the clergy amended,- wh>ch daily, by this impnnity,' 
grew worfe and woi-fe."- But, O lo pubhfh in ihe ftreels 
of Afcalon ! fure fomC colony of puritans have taken 
Afcalon from the Turk lately, that the Remonftrant is fo 
afraid of Afcalon.' The papifts wc know condole you, 
and neither Conflantinople nor your neighbours of 
Morocco trouble you. What other Afcalon can you 
allude to ? 

Remonft. What a death it is to think of the fport and 
^advantage thefe watchful enemies, thefc Oppofite fpetSa- 
torsj^will be fure to make of our fm and fhame ? 

Anfw. This is but to fling and ftruggle under the ine- 
vitable net of God, that now begins to environ you 
round. 

Remonfl. No one clergy in the whole chriftian world 
yields fo many eminent fcholars, learned preachers, gra^, 
holy, and accomplifhcd divines, as this churcli of Eng- 
land doth at this day. 

Anfw. Ha, ha, ha ! 

Remonft. And long, and ever may it thus flourifti. 

Anfw. O peftilent imprecation ! floorilh as it does at 
this day in the prelates ? 

Reitionfl.. But O forbid to have it told in Gath ! 

Anfw. Forbid him rather, lacred parliament, to vio- 
late the fenfe of fcripture, and turn that which is fpoken 
of the afilidions of the church under her pagan enemies, 
to a pargetted concealment of thofe prelatica! crying 
fins: for from thefe is prophanenefs gone forth into all 
the land; they have hid their eyes fr6m the fabbaths of 
the I ord ; they have fed themfelves, and not their docks; 
with force and cruelty have they ruled over God's peo- 
ple : they have fed his Iheep (contrary (o that which 
'St. Peter writes; not of a ready mind, but for filthy lucre; 
not as examples to the flock, but as being lords' over 
God's heritage: and yet this dauber would daub ftill 
with his untempered piortar. But hearken what God 
fays hy the prophet Ezekiel, '* Say unto them that daub 
, - , this 
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this wall witJi'untemperod mortar^ that it fliall fait; there 
flail be an overflowing' (hovvfer, .and ye, O great hail- 
ftones, fhall fall, and a ftonny wind Ihall rend it> and E 
will lay unto you, the .-wall is oo more, neither they that 
daubed it." • 

Remonft. Whether of us ftiall give a better account 
of our charity to the God of peace, I appeal. 

An(\v. Your charity is much to your fellow-offendere; 
but nothing to the numberlcfs fouls that have been loA 
by their falfe feeding: ufe not therefore fofiUilythc 
name of ch.irlty, as moft commonly you do, and the 
peaceful attribute of God to a prepofterous end. 

ReniODft.. In the next fetftion, like illbred fons, yoa 
fpit ill the face of your mother the cluirch of England, 

Anfw. What lliould we do or fay to this Kemon- 
iirant, that by his idle and fhallow reafomngs, fccnis to 
have been conveifant in no divinity, but that which is 
colourable to uphold bifiioprics? we acknowledge, and 
believe, the catholic reformed church ; and if any man 
be difpofed to ufe a trope or figure, as St. Paul did in 
calling her the common mother of us all, let him do as 
hisown rhetoric fhalt perfuade him If therefore we muft 
needs have a mother, and if the catholic cliurcli only be, 
and iimft be fhc, let all grnealogy tell iis, if it ran, what 
wemuftcall the church ot England, unlels wefhallmake 
every englilh prote/iant a kind of poetical fiacchus, to 
have two mothers; but mark, readers, the crafty fcope 
ofthefe prelates; the^ endeavour to imprefs deeply into 
weak and fuperftitious fancies, the awful notion of a 
mother,^! that hereby they might cheat them into a blind 
aijd implicit obedience to whatibever they fhall decree 
or think fit. And if we come to aflc a reafon of aught 
from our dear mother, ihe is invifible, under the lock 
and key of the prelates her fpiritual adulterers ; they only 
are the internuncios, or tlie gobetwceiis, of this trim 
dcvifed munimery: whalfoevcr they fay, fhe fays muft 
be a deadly fin of difobedience not to believe. So that 
we, who by God's fpecial grace have ftiaken off the fer- 
vitude of a great male tyrant, our pretended father the 
pope, Should now, if we be not betimes aware of thele 
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wily teacTierB, fink under the flavery of a female' hotioBf 
the cloodj conception of a demy-ifland mother; aad, 
while we think, to be obedient fons, ihould make our- 
felves rather the baftardi, or the centaurs of their fiari- 
tual fornications. 

ReiBKifl^. Take heed of the ravens of the valley. 

Anfw. The ravens we are to take heed of are your- 
frirest that would peck out the eyes of all knowing 
c&riftians. 

Remonft, Sit yoo merry, brethren. 

Anfw. So we (hall when the furies of prelatical con- 
fciences will not give them leave to do fo. 

Queries. Whether they would not jeopard their can 
rather, &c, 

Anfw. A punifliment that awaits the merits of your 
bold accomplices, for the lopping, and ftigmatizing of 
fi> many freeborn chriftians. 

Remonft. Whether the profeiTed flovenlincfs in God's 
fervice, &c. 

Anfw. We have heard of Aaron and his linen amice, 
bat ihofe days are paft •, and for your pricft under the 
gc^pel, that thinks himfetf the purer or the cleanlier in 
his ofHce for his newwaHied furplice, we eftecm him 
for fan^ity Uttle better than ApoUonius Thyanaeus in 
his white frock, or the prieft of Ifis in his lawn fleeres; 
and they may all for holinefs lie together in the fuds. 

Remonft. Whether it were not moft lawful and jnfi 
to punilh yourprefumption and dtfobedience. 

Anfw. The punifhing of' that which you call our 
[wefumption and difobedience, lies not now within the 
sxecution of your £ings ; the merciful Grod above, and 
our juft parliament will deliver us from your Ephefisn 
beafts, your cruel Nimrods, vnth whom we ihall be ever 
feariefs to encounter. 

Remonft, God give you wifdom to fee t^e truth, and 
grace to follow it. 

Anfw. I with the like to all thofe that refifl not the 
Holy Ghoft ; for of fuch God commands Jeremiah, faying, 
** Pray not thou for them, neither lift up cry or prayer 
foe tliem, neitho: make interceffioD to me, for I wiU not 
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hetr dMct" and of fuch St ^bn fakb, ** He tlist Inds- 
ttiEm God fpeed, is partaker of tbeir evil deeds." 

' TO THE POSTCBirT. 

Remonft. A goodly pafqum borrowed for a ^cat 
part out of Sion's plea, or the breviate confiltil^ of a' 
rfiapfody of hiftories. 

Anfw. How wittily you tell us what your wonted 
courfe is upon the like occafion : the colle^ion was 
taken, be it known to you, from as authentic authors in 
this kind, as any in a biihop's library ; and the colle^w 
(tfit lays moreover, that if the like occalion come again, 
he ihall lets need the help of breviatcs, or hiftorical 
rhapfodies, than your reverence to eke out your lention'- 
ii^ fliall need repair to pol^ils or poliantheas. 

Remonft. They were biflwpa, you lay, true, but th^ 
were popifh bifhops. 

Anfw. Since you would bind us to your jurifdi«5Uoa 
by their canon law, fince yoo would enforce upon us 
the old riffraff of Sarum, and other monaftical reliques ; 
lince you live upon their unjuft purchafes, allege their 
authorities, boaft of their fucccflion, walk in their flepa, 
their pride, their titles, their covetoufnefs, their perte- 
cuting of God*5 people; lince you difclaim their adtjonSf 
and build their fcpulchres, it is moft juft that all their 
faults Ihould be imputed to you, and their iniquities 
vifited upon you. 

Remonft Could you fee no colleges, no hofpitaU 
built? 

Anfw. At that primero of piety, the pope and car- 
dinals are the belter gameflers,. and will cog a die into 
Heaven before you. 
Remonft. No churches reedificd ? 
Anfw. Yes, more churches than fouls. 
Kemonft- No learned volumes writ? 
Anfw. So did the mifcreant bifhop of Spalato write 
learned. voUinics againft the pope, and run to Rome 
when he had done: ye write them in your clofets, and 
UB-write them m your courts ; hot volumifls and cold 
Kfliops ; a fwalhbuckter againft the pop*, and a dor-, 
inoufe againft the devil, while the whole dioccfe be fown 
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with tarts, .iftd'nonc tare^ft the enem^i but-^fudh :tt' 
let bim iii at the poftern ; a rarcfuperint^ident Bt'Stuae, ' 
and a cipher at home. Hypocrites ! the gofpel faith- 
fully preached to the poor, tiie .^folate parities vifited 
and duly fed f loiterers thrown ooj^ wolves driven from 
the fold, had been a better confutation of the pope and 
nials, than whole hecatontomea of controverfies ; and all 
this careering lyith fpear in reft, and thundering Upra 
thefteelcap of Baronius or Bellarmine. .. 

Remonft. No feduced perfons reclaimed.? 

Anfw. More reclaimed peribns- feduced. 

Remonft. No hofpitality kept? 

Anfw. Bacchanalias good ftore in every bilhop's 6- 
mily, and good gleeking. 

Remonft. No great offenders puniflied ? 

Anfw. The trophies of your high commiflion are 
renowned- 

Remonft. No good offices dcme for the public ? 

Anfw. Tes, the good office of reducing monarchy to 
tyranny, of breaking pacifications^ and calumniating the 
people to the king. 

Remonft. No care of the peace of the church ? 

Anfw. No, nor of the land; witnefsthe two armies 
in the North, that now lie plundered, and overrun by 
a liturgy. 

Kemonft. No diligence in preaching ? 

Anfw. Scarce any preaching at all. 

Remonft. No holinefi in living ? 

Anfw. No. 

Remonft. Truly, brethren, I can fay no more, but th^ 
the fault is in your eyes. 

Anfw. If you can fay no more than this, you were a 
proper Remonftrant to ftand up for the whole tribe ! 

Remonft. Wipe them and look better. 

Anfw. Wipe your fat corpulencies out of our light 

Remonft. ifea, I befeech God to open them rather 
fliat they may fee good. 

Anfw. If you mean good prelates, let be your prayer, 
Aik not jmpoffibilities. 

Remonft. As for that proverb, 'the bifhop's foothalfa 
been in it,' it were more fit for a Scurra in Trivio, or ibme 
ribald upon an alebench* 

- ^^■- Anfw. 
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Anfw. Ilie fitter for them then of whom it was meant. 

.Remonft. I doubt not but they will lay, the bishop's 
foot hath been in your hook, for I am iiire it is quite 
fpoiled by this jufl confutation; for your proverb, Sapit 
oUam. 

Anfw. Spoiled, quoth ye ? Indeed it is fo fpoiled, as a 
gocxl fong ia fpoiled by a lewd linger ; or as the laying is^ 
" God fends meat, but the cooks work their wills :" in 
thatfenfe we grant your bifhop's foot may have fpoiled 
ili and made it " Sapere ollam," if not " Sapere aulam ;" 
which is the fame in old Latin, and perhaps in plain 
Engiifii. For certain your confutation hath achieved 
noihing againft it, and left nothing upon it; bat a foul 
tafleofyour fkillet foot, and a more perfeifi: and diftia- 
guifliable odour of your focks, than of your nightcap. 
And how the bilhop ihould confute a book with his 
foot, nnlels his brains were dropped into his great toe, 
I cannot meet with any man that can refolre itic ; only 
they tell me that certainly fuch a confutation muft need* 
be gouty. So much for the bifliop's foot. 

Remonft. You telJ us of Bonner's broth; it is the 
iafliion in fame countries to fend in their keal in the 
kd ferrice, and this it feems is the manner among aur 
Smeftymnuans. 

Anfw. Your latter fervice at the high altar you tnean: 
but foft, fir,-- the fcaft was but begun, the broth wag your 
own, you have been inviting the land to it this fourfcoie 
years ; and io long we have been your flaves to ferve it 
Qp for you, much againft our wills : we know you have 
the beef to it, ready in your kitchens, we aie fure it 
was atmoft fod before this parliament begun ; what di- 
ledtion you have given fince to your cooks, to fet it by in 
the pantry till fome fitter time, we know not, and there- 
fore your dear jeft is 16ft ; this broth was but your firft 
fervice : alas, fir, why do you delude your guef^ ? Why 
do not thofe goodly flanks and brilkets march up in 
your flately chargers f Doubtlefs if need be, the pope 
that owes you for mollifying the matter fo well with him, 
■od making him a true chxirch, will fumifh you with all 
the fat oxen of Italy. 

Remonft. Learned and worthy do<^or Moulin fhall - 
tell them. 

Anfw. 
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.Aofnr. Moulin fays in his hack, of the calfiug of paf* 
Ion* that becaufe bifhopB were the FeformerB of the 
Englifh churcht therefore thty Were left remaining : this 
ai^ument is but of fmall force to keep you in yoor 
cathedrals. For firA it may be denied that bifhops wcfd 
our fiift reformers, for WicklifF was before tbem, and 
bis egregious labours are not to be negledled : befidcs, ' 
our bifliops were in this work but the dUciples of pricfls, 
tnd began the refbrmation before they were bilhopi 
But what though Luther and other monks were the 
leformers of other places? Does it follow therefore thtf 
monks ought to continue \ No, though Luther had 
tauffht fb. And lafily, Moulin'a argument diredUy makes 
againfl you ; for if there be nothing in it but this, bi- 
Ihops were left remaining becaufe they were reformcn ' 
of the church, by as good aconfequeace thercfoi^ tbey 
arc now to be removed, becaufe they have been the 
moll certain deformers and miners of the chorcb. Thus 
you fee bow little it avjuls you to take fan^uary among 
thofe churches which in the general fcope of your aAions 
ibnnerly yon have difregarded and defpiled ; faoweva, 
TOur fair words would now fmooth it over otherwife. 

Remonft. Our bifhops, fome whereof being- crowned ' 
with martyrdom, fubfcribed the gofpel with their blood. 

Anfw. You boaft much of martyrs to uphcM your 
cpifcopacy ; but if you would call to mind what EufiAnn 
in bis fii^h book recites from ApoUinarius of Hierapolii, 
you ffaould then hear it efleemed no other than an old ' 
heretical argument, to prove a poiition true, bccaofc 
fome that held it were martyrs ; this was that whicft 
gave boldnefs to the Marcionifls and Cataphryges to ' 
avouch their impious heretics for pious doArine, becaufe 
they could reckon many mailyrs of their fe£t ; and what 
they were confuted in other points, this was ever tfacir - 
lafl and ftouteft plea. 

Uemonft. In the mean time I befeech the God of Hea* 
ven to humble you. 

Anl'w. We Ihall befeech the lame God to give yttt 
a more profitable and pertinent humiliation than yrt yoa 
know, and a lefs mhtaken charitableness, with that pace 
whiph you have hitherto fo pcrvedely ndfii&dted. 

A* 



AN 

APOLOGY FOR SMECTYMNUUS. 



if, readers, to that fame great difHcultyof well-doiag 
what we certainly know, were not added in moft men as 
great a carelcflhefs of knowing what they and others 
ought to dOi we had been long ere this, no doubt but all 
of us, much ferther on our way to fonw degree oC peace 
and happinefs in this kingdom. But iince our finful 
negle^l of pra«9.ifing that which we know to be undoubt- 
edly true' and good, bath brought forth among us, 
through God's juA anger^ fo great a difficulty now to 
know that which otherwife might be foon leamt, and 
hath divided us by a controverfy of great importance 
indeed, but of no hard fohilion, which is the more our 
punilhment s I refolved (of what fraall moment foever 
I might be thought) to ftand on that fide where I {aw 
botli the plain authcnity of fcripture leading, and the 
reafon of juftice and equity perTuading ; , with this opi* 
oion, which elieems it more unlike a chrifiian to be a 
cold neutor in the caufe of the church, than the law of 
Boloa made it punifhaUe afler a fedition in the fbtte. 
And becaufe I Qbferve that fear and dull difpolition, lukq- 
wananefs and floth, are not leldomer wont to cloak thenir 
&lvcs under the afTetSted name of moderation, than true 
lod lively scat is cufiomably difparaged with the term 
of indifcreiioji, biitemefs, and choler; I could not to 
my thinking honour a good caufe more from the hear^ 
than by defending it earneftly, as oft as I could judgjc 
it to behove me, notwith landing any falfe name that 
could be invented to wrong or undervalue an honeft 
naeaning. Wherein although I have not doubted to 
finglc forth more than once fuch of them as were thought 
the chief and mofl nominated oppofers on the other fide, 
whom no maij elie undertook ; ijF I have done well 
. , cuher 
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cither to be confident of the triithj whofe force isbeft feen 
againft the ableft refiftance, or to be jealous and tender 
of the hurt that might be done among the weaker by the 
intrapping authority of great names titled to falfe opi- 
nions; or that it be lawful to attribute fomewhat to 
gifts of God's . imparting, which I boaft not, but tbank- 
fully acknowledge, and fear alfo left at my certain ac- 
count they be reckoned to me rather many than few ; or 
if laftly it be but juftice not to defraud of due efteem the 
wcarifomc laboure and ftudioiis watchings, wherein I 
have fpent and tired out atmoft a whole youth- I lliall 
hot diftruft to be acquitted of prefuraption : knowing, 
that if heretofore all ages have received with favour aud 
good acceptance the early induftry of him that hath been 
hopeful, it were but hard raeafure now, if the freedom 
of any timely fpirit fhould be opprclfed merely by the 
big and blunted fame of his elder advcrfary ; aud tfeat 
his fufficiency muft be now fentcnced, not by ponder- 
ing the reafon he Ihows, but by calculating the years he 
brings. However as my purpofe is nor, nor hath been 
foHnerly, to look on ray adverfary abroad, through the 
deceiving glafs of other men's great opinion of him, but 
at home, where I may find him in the proper light of 
his own worth ; fo now againft the rancour of an evil 
tongue, from which I never thought fo abfurdly, as that 
I of all men fhould be exempt, I muft be forced to pro- 
ceed from the unfeigned and diligent inquiry of nay own 
confcience at home (for better way I know not, readere) 
to give a more true account of myfelf abroad than thii 
modeft eonfuter, as he calls bimfelf, hath given of roe; 
Albeit, that in doing this, I (hall be fenfiblc of two 
things which to me will be nothing plealant j the oM 
is, that not unlikely I ftiall be thought too much a party 
-in mine own caufe, and therein to fee leaft : the otberj 
that I (hall be put unwillingly to moleft the public view 
•with the vindication of a private name j as if it were 
worth the while that the people fliould care whether 
fuch a one were thus, or thus. Yet thofe I entreat whft 
-have found the leilurc to read that name, however of 
Tmall repute, unworthily defamed, would be io good and 
fo patient as to hear Uie fame perlon not unneedfiiUf 
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defended. I will not deny but that the bed apology againft 
felfe accufers is lilence and fufFerance, and honeft deeds 
fet againft difhoneft words, ^d that I could at this 
time moft eafily and fecurely, with the^ leaft lofs of 
reputation, ufe no other defence, I need not defpair to 
win belief; whether I confider both the foolifh contriv- 
ing and ridiculous aiming of tliefe his flanderous bolts, 
fliot fo wide of any fufpicion to be faftened on me, that 
I have oft with inward contentment perceived my friends 
congratulating themfelves in my innocence, and my ene- 
mies alhamed of their partner's folly : or whether I look 
at thefe prefent times wherein moft men, now fcarce per- 
mitted the liberty to think over their own concernments, 
have removed the feat of their thoughts more outward 
to the expefiation of public events : or whether the 
examples of men, either noble or religious, who have 
fat down lately with a meek lilence and fufferance under 
many libellous endorfements, may be a rule to others, I 
might -well appeafe myfelf to put up any reproaches in 
fuch an fionourable foci»ty of fellow-fufferers, ufing no 
other defence. And were it that flandcr would be con- 
tent to make an end where it firft fixes, and not feek to 
call out the like infamy upon each thing that hath but 
any relation to the perfon traduced, I fhould have 
pleaded againft this confuter by no other advocates than 
thofe which I firft commended, filence and fufFerance, 
and fpeaking deeds againft faltering words. But when I 
difcemed his intent was not fo much to fmifc at me, as 
through me tg render odious the truth which I had writ- 
ten, and to ftain with ignominy that evangelic doi5trine 
which oppofes the tradition of prekly ; I conceived my- 
felf to be now not as mine otvn perfon, but as a member 
incorporate into that truth whereof I was perfuaded, and 
whereof I had declared openly to be a partaker. Where- 
upon I thought it my duty, if not to niyfelf, yet to the 
i«ligious caufe I had in hand, not to leave on my gar- 
ment the leaft fpot or blemith in good name, fo long as 
God fhould give me to iay that which might wipe 
it off. Jjcft thofe difgraces, which I ought to fuf&r, if 
it fo befall me, for my religion, through ray default reli- 
gion be made liable tp fufFer for me. And, whether it 
Vql. I, P might 
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might not fomething refle<5t upon thofe teverent men, 
whofe friend I may be thought in writing the Animad- 
verfions, was not my laft care to confider; if I fliould 
reft under thefe reproaches, having the fame commoti 

adverfary with them, it might be counted fmall cR'dit for 
their caufe to have found fuch an afliftant, as this bab- 
bler hath devifed me. What other thing in his book 
there is of difpute or queftion, in anfwering thereto I 
doLibt not to be juftified ; except there be who will con- 
demn me to have wafted time in throwing down that 
which could not keep itfelf up. As for others, who not- 
withftanding what I can allege have yet decreed to inif- 
interpret the intents of my reply, I fuppofe they would 
have found as many caufcs to have mifconceived the 
reafons of my filence. 

J. begin therefore an apology for thofe animadver- 
fions, which I writ againft the Remonftrant in defence of 
Smedtymnuus; fince the preface, which was purpofely 
fet before them, is not thoughJtapoIogetical enough, it 
will be beft to acquaint ye, readers, before other things, 
'what the meaning was to write them in that manner 
which I did. For I do not look to be alked wherefore 
I writ the book, it being no difficulty to anfwer, that I 
did it to thofe ends, which the beft men propofe to them- 
felves when they write : but wherefore in that manner, 
negledting the main bulk of all that fpecious antiquity, 
which might ftun children, and not men, I chofe rather 
to obferve fome kind of mihtary advantages to await him 
at his foragings, at his waterings, and whenever he felt 
himfelf fecure, to folace his vein in deriiion of his more 
ferious opponents. And here Ict.me have pardon, readers, 
if the remembrance of that which he hath licenfed 
hiraicif to utter contcmptuoufly of thofe reverend men, 
provoke me to do that over again, which fome expefl ^ 
Ihould excufe as too freely done ; fince I have two pro- 
vocations, his lateft infulting in his fhort anfwer, and 
their final patience. I had no fear, but that the authors of 
Smeftymnuus, to all the Ihow of iblidity, which the Re- 
moaftrant could bring, were prepared both with ftill and 
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purpofe to return a fufficbg anfwer, and were ^in 
enough to lay the duft and pudder in antiquity, whfch 
he and his, out of ftratagem, are wont to raife ; but when 
I few his wesk arguments headed with Iharp taunts, and 
that his defign was, if he could not refute them, yet at 
leaft with quips and dapping adages to vapour them 
out, which they, bent only upon the bufinefs, were mind- 
ed to let pafs ; by how much I faw them taking little 
thought for their own injuries, I muft confefs I took it 
as my part the lefs to endure that my rcfpedled friends, 
through their own unneceflary patience, ihould thus lie 
at the mercy of a coy flirting ftyle ; to be girded with 
frumps and curtal gibes, by one who makes fentences by 
theftatute, as if all above three inches long were confit- 
ate. To me it feemed an indignity, that whom his 
whole wifdom could not move from their place, them his 
impetuous folly fhould prefumc to ride owtr. And if I 
were more warm than was ^icct in anypaiTageof that 
book, which yet I do not yield, I might ufe therein the 
patronage of no woife an author than Gregory Nylien, 
who mentioning his fharpnefs againft Eunomius in the 
defence of his brother Bafil, holds himfelfin-cprovablc in. 
that " it was not for himfelf, but in the cnufe of his bro- 
ther t and in fueh cafes," faith ho, " perhaps it is wor- 
thier pardon to be angry than to be cooler." And 
whereas this confuter taxes. the whole difcourfe of levity,' 
I ftiall fliow ye, readers, whcrefoner It iliall be objected 
in particular, that I have anfwered with as little lightnefs 
as the Remonflrant hath given example. I have not 
beenfo light as the palm of a bifliop, which is the lighteft 
thing in the world when he brings out his book of ordi- 
nation : for then, contrary to that which is wont in rc- 
leafing out of prifon, any one that will pay his fees is 
laid hands on. Another reafon, it would not be amifs 
though the Remonflrant were told, wherefore he was in 
that unufual manner beleaguaed ; and this was it, to 
pluck out of the heads of his admirers the conceit that all 
who are not prelatical, are grofs-headed, thick-witted, 
illiterate, fliallow. Can nothing then but epifcopacy 
teach men to fpeak good engliih, to pick and order a fet 
of words judicioufly ? Muft we learn from canons and 
P 1 quaint 
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quaint fermonings, interlined with barbarous latin, to ilia- 
mine a.period, to wreath an enthymcma with maflerous 
dexterity ? I rather incline, as I hare heard it obferved, 
that a jefuit's Italian when he writes, is ever naught, 
though he be bom and bred a Florentine, foto think, that 
from like caufes we may go near to obferve the fame in 
the ftylc of a prelate. For doubtlefs thatindeed accord- 
ing to art is nioft eloquent, which turns and approaches 
nearcft to nature from whence it came ; and they M- 
prefs nature bell, who' in their lives leaft wander from 
her fafe leading, which may be called regenerate reafon. 
So that how he fhould be \x\x\y eloquent who is not 
withal a goodman, I fee not, Neverthelefs, aS oft as is 
to be dealt with men who pride themfelves in their fup- 
pofed art, to leave them inexcufable wherein they will 
not be bettered ; there be of thofe that efteem prelaty 3 
figment, who yet can pipe if they can dance, nor will be 
unfumiftied to Ihow, that what the prelates admire and 
have not, others have and admire not. The knowledge 
whereof, and not of that only, but of what the fcripture 
teacheth ns how we ought to withtland the perverters of 
the gofpel, were thofe other motives, which gave the 
Animadvertions no leave to remit a continual vehemence 
throughout the book. For as in teaching doubtleis the 
fpirit of meeknefs is moft powerful, fo are the meek only 
fit perfons to be taught : as for the proud, the obftinatc, 
and falfe doftors of men's devices, be taught they will 
not, but difcovered and laid open they muft be. For 
how can they admit of teaching, who have the condem- 
nation of God already upon Uiem for refuiing divine 
inftrudtion? That is, to be filled with their own device^ 
as in the Proverbs we may read : therefore we may fafely 
imitate the method that God ufes; " with the froward 
to be froward, and to throw fconi upon the fcoraer," 
whom, if any thing, nothing elfe will heal. And if the 
** righteous Ihall laugh at the deftruflion of the ungodly," 
they may alfo laugh at the pertinacious and incura- 
ble obftinacy, and at the fame time be moved with 
dctellation of their feducing malice, who employ all 
their wits to defend a prelaty ufurped, and to deprave 
that juft government, which pride and ambition, partly 
by fine fetches and pretences, partly by force, hath flioul- 
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dered out of the church. And againft fuch kind of 
deceivers openly and earneftly to proteft, left any one 
fliould be inquifitivc wherefore this or that man is for- 
warder than others, let him know that this office goes 
not by age or youth, but to whomfoever God ihall give 
apparently the will, [the fpirit, and the utterance. Ye 
have heard the reafons for which I thought not myfelf 
exempted from affociating with good men in their 
labours toward the chureh's welfare; to which, if any 
(Hie brought oppofition, I brought my beft refiilance. 
If in requital of this, and for that I have not been neg- 
ligent toward the reputation of my friends, I have gained 
a name beftock, or as I may lay, bedecked with the re- 
proaches and reviles of this modeft confuterj it ihall be 
to me neither ftrange nor unwelcome, as that which, 
could not come in a better time. 

Having rendered an account what induced me to 
write thofe animadvcriions in that manner as I writ them, 
I come now to fee what the confutation hath to fay 
againft them ; but fo as the confutcr fliall hear firft what 
I have to fay againft his confutation. And becaufe he 
pretends to be a great ccmjedor at other men by their 
writings, I will not fail to give ye, readers, a prefent tafte 
of him from his title, hung out like a tolling fign poft 
to call paffengers, not fimplya confutation, but " a mo- 
deft confutation," with a laudatory of itfelf obtruded in 
the very firft word. Whereas a modeft title Ihould only 
inform the buyer what the book contains without further 
infinuation ; this officious epithet fo haftily aftuming 
the modefty which others are \o judge of by reading, 
not the author to anticipate to himfelf by foreftalling, 
is a ftrong prefumption, that his modefl:y, fet there to 
lale in the frontifpiece, is not much addiiited to blufh. 
A furer lign of his lofl: fhame he could not have given, 
than feeking thus linfeafonably to prepoffefs men of his 
modefty. And feeing he hath neither kept his word in 
thefequel, nor omitted any kind of boldnefs in Hander- 
ing, it is manifeft his purpofe was only to rub the fore--v 
head of his title with this word modeft, that he might 
not want colour to be the more impudent throughout 
his whi^e confutation. Next, what can equally favour of 
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injufticc and plain arrogance, as to prejudice and fore- 
condemn his adverfary in the title for " flamderous and 
fcurrilous," and as the Rcmonftrant's fafhion is, for fri- 
volous, tedious^ and falfe, not itaying till the reader can 
hear him proved fo in the following difcourfe ? Which 
is one caufe of a fufpicion that in fetting forth this pam- 
phlet the Kemonftrant was not unconfultcd with : thus 
his firft addrefs was" an humble remonflrance by a du- 
tiful fon of the church," almoft as if he had faid, her 
white-boy. His nest was, " a Defence" (a wonder how 
it efcapcd fome praifing adjnnft) " againft the frivolous 
and falfe exceptions againft Smecflymnuus," fitting in the 
chair pf his title-page upon His poor caft adverfaries both 
as a judge and party, and that before the jury of readers 
can be impannelled. His laft was " a fliort anfwer to a 
tedious yindication ;" fo little can he fufFcr a man to 
ireafure either with his eye or judgment, what is fhort or 
what tedious, without his preoccupying diredtion : and 
from hence is begotten this " modeft confutation againft 
a flanderous and fcurrilous libel," I conceive, readers, 
much may be gueffed at the man and his book, what 
depth there is, by the framing of his title ; which being 
in this Remonftrant fo ralh and unadvifed as ye fee, I 
conceit hhn to be near akin to him who fet forth a paf- 
fion fermon with a formal dedicatory in great letters lo 
our Saviour. Although I know that all we do ought to 
begin and end in his praife and glory, yet to infcribe him 
in a void place with flourilhes, as a man in compliment 
ufes to trick up the name of fome efquire, gentleman, or 
lord paramount at common law, to be his book-patron, 
with the appendant form of a ceremonious prefentment, 
will ever appear among the judicious to be but an infulfc 
and frigid affectation. As no lefs was that before his book 
againfi the Brownifls, to write a letter to a Profopopaia, 
a certain rhetorized woman whom he calls mother, and 
complains of fome that laid whoredom to her charge; 
and certainly had he folded his epiftle with a fuperfcrip-' 
tjonto be delivered to that female figure by any poft or 
carrier, who were not a ubiquitary, it had been a inoft 
miraculous greeting. We find the primitive doifiors, as 
oft as they writ to churches, fpeaking to them as to a 
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number of faithful brethren and fons, and not to make.a 
cloudy tranfinigration of faxes in fuch a familiar way of 
writing as an epiftle ought to be, leaving the track, of 
common addrefs, to run up, and tread the air in meta- 
[Aorical compellations, and many fond utterances better 
let alone. But I ftep again to this emblazoner of his 
titlepage, (whether it be the fame man or no, I leave 
it in the midft,).and here I find him pronouncing 
without reprieve, thofe animadverfions to be a flanderr 
ousand fcurrilous libel. To which I, readers, that they 
are neither flanderous, nor fcurrilous, will anfwer in 
what place of his book he fhall be found with reafon, and 
not ink only in his mouth. Nor can it be a libel more 
than his own, which is both namelefs and full of flan- 
■ dersj and if in this that it freely fpeaks of things amifs 
[tt in religion, but eftablifhed by &&. of ftate, I fee not how 
WickliiF and Luther, with all the firft martyrs and 
reformers, could avoid the imputa,tion of libelling. I never 
thought the human frailty of erring in cafes of religion, 
infamy to a ftate, no more than to a council : it had 
there^e been neither civil nor chriftianly, to derogate 
the honour of the ftate for that caufe, efpecially when 
I law the parliament itfelf ploufly and magnanimoufly 
bent to fupply and reform the defefls and overfights of 
their forefathers, which to the godly and repentant ages 
of the Jews were often matter of humble confeffing and 
bewailing, not of confident afferting and maintaining. 
Of the ftate therefore I found good reafon to fpeak all 
honourable things, and to join in petition with good 
men that petitioned : but againft the prelates, who were 
the only feducers and mifleaders of the ftate to conftitiite 
the government of the church not rightly, methought I 
had not vehemence enough. And thus, readers, by the 
example which he hath fet me, 1 have given ye two or 
three notes of him out of his, titlepage ; by which his 
firftlings fear not to guefs boldly at his whole lump, for 
■that guefs will not fail ye ; and although I tell him keen 
truth, yet he may bear with me, lince I am like to chafe 
him into fome good knowledge, aqd others, I truft, fhall 
not raifpend their leifure. For this my aim 15, if I am 
forced to be unpleafing to him whofe fault it is, i fhall 
p. 4 not 
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not forget at the fame time to be ufeful in fometUing to 

tlie (lander by. 

As therefore he began in the title^ fo in the nest leaf 
he makes it his firft bufinefs to tamper with his reader 
by fycophanting and raifnaming the work of his adver- 
fary. He calls it " a mime thruft forth upon the ftage, 
to make up the breaches of thofe folemn fcenes between 
the prelates and the Sme<3ymnuans." Wherein while 
he is fo Qver-grecdy to fix a name of ill found upon ano- 
ther, note how ftupid he is to expofe himfelf or his own 
friends- to the fame ignominy ; likening thofe grave 
controverfies to apiece offlagery, or fcenework, where 
his own Remonftrant, whether . in bufldn or fock, rauft 
of all right be counted the chief player, be it boafling 
Thrafo, or Davus that troubles all things, or, one who 
can ihift into any fhape, I meddle not ; let him explicate 
who hath refembled the whole argument to a comedy, 
for " tragical," he fays, " were too ominous," Nor yet 
doth he tell us what a mime is, whereof we have no pat- 
tern from anciept writers, Sicept fome fragments, which 
contain many ' acute and wife fentences. And ^is wc 
know in Laertius, that the mimes of Sophron were of 
fuch reckoning with Plato, as to take them nightly to 
read on, and ^fter make them his pillow. Scaliger def- 
cribes a mime to be a poem intimating any action toftir 
up laughter. But this being neither poem, nor yet ridi- 
culous, how is it but abufively taxed to be a mime ? For 
if every book, which may by chance excite to laugh here 
and there, muft be termed thus, then may the dialogues 
of Plato, who for thofe his writings hath obtained tlie 
furnamc of divincj be efteemed as they are by that detrac- 
tor in Athen^us, no better tlian mimes. Becaufe there 
is fcarce one of them, efpecially wherein fome notaMe 
fophifter lies fweating and tiirmoiling under the inevita- 
ble and mercilefs dilemmas of Socrates, but that he who 
reads, were it Saturn himfelf, would be often robbed of 
more than a f«iile. And whereas he tells us, that " fcu^ 
rilous Mime wa? a perfonated grim loweiing fool," his 
foohfh language unwittingly writes fool upon his own 
friend, for he who was there perfonated was only the 
Remonftrant j tke authpr is ever dillinguiflied from tbf 
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peifiia he introduces. But in an ill hour hath this 
unfortunate raftinefs Humbled upon the mention of 
i mimiDg, that he might at length ceafe, which he hath 
1 not yet fince he ftepped in, to gall and hurt him whom 
[■ he would aid. Could he not beware, could he not be- 
! think him, was he fo uncircumfpeil as not to forefee, 
I that no fooner would that word mime be fet eye on in the 
I paper, but it would bring to mind that wretched pil- 
grimage over Minftiew's dictionary called *' Mundus 
i alter & idem," the idleft and the paltrieft mime that 
j ever mounted upon bank ? Let him alk *' the author 
of fhofe toothlefs fatires," who was the makar, or rather 
the anticreator of that univerlal foolery, who he waa, 
who like that other principal of the Manichees the arch 
evil one, when he had looked upon all that he had made 
i|| andi iBSipped out, could fay no other but contrary to the 
divigS mouth, that it was all very foolilh. That grave 
and Boble invention, which the greateft and fublimeft 
wits in fundry ages, Plato in Critias, and our two fa- 
mous countrymen, the_one in his " Utopia," the other 
in his " New Atlantis" ,chofe, I may not fay as a field, 
but as a mighty continent, wherein to difplay the larg^ 
nets of their fpirits, by teaching this our world better 
and exa<5ter things than were yet known or ufed : this 
petty prevaricator of America, the zany of Columbus 
(for fo he muft be till his world's end) having rambled 
over the huge topography of his own vain thoughts, 
no marvel if he brought us home nothing but a mere 
tankard droUerj', a venereous parjctory for a ftews. 
Certainly, he that could endure with a fober pen to fit 
and devife laws for drunkards to caroufe by, I doubt 
me whether the very fobernefs of fuch a one, like an 
ualiquored Silenus, were not ftark drunk. Let him 
go now and brand another man injuriooily with the 
name of Mime, being himfelf^ the loofeft and moft 
extravagant Mime that hath been heard of, whom no 
lefs than almoft half the world could ferve for ftage- 
room to play the Mitne in. And let him advife again 
with fir Francis Bacon, whom he cites to confute others, 
what it is " to turn the fins of chriftendom into a 
mimical mockexy, to rip up the faddefi vices with a 
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laughing countenance," efpecially where neither reproof 
nor better teaching is adjoined. Nor is my meaning, 
readers, to Ihift off a blame from myfelf, by charging 
the like upon my accafer, but (hall only deiire, that 
ientence may be refpited, till I can come to Xome in- 
ftance whereto I may give anfwer. 

Thus having fpent his firft onfet, not in confuting, 
but in a reafonlefs defaming of the book, the method 
of his malice hurries him to attempt the like againft 
the author ; not by proofs and teftimonies, but- " having 
no certain notice of me," as he profelTes, " further thaa 
what he gathers fram the animadverfions," blunders 
at me for the reft, and flings out ftray crimes at a ven- 
ture, which he could never, though he be a ferpent, 
fuck from any thing that I have written, ^but from his 
own ftufied magazine, and hoard of flanderous ,ipyen- -j 
tiwis, over and above that which he converted to jj^om 
in the drawing. To me, readers, it happens as a-fmgular 
contentment ; and let it be to good men no light fatisfac- 
tion, that the flanderer here conf^es, he has " no further 
notice of me than his own conjefture." Although it had 
been honeft to have inquired, before he uttered fuch 
infamous words, and I am credibly informed he did 
inquire ; but finding fmall comfort from the intelligence 
which he received, whereon to ground the fallities 
which he had provided, thought it his likeliefl: courfe 
under a pretended ignorance to let drive at random, 
left he fiiould lofe his odd ends, which from fome penu- 
rious book of charaflers he had been culling out and 
.would fain apply. Not caring to burden me with thofe 
vices, whereof, among whom my converfation hath been, I 
have been ever leaft fufpefled ; perhaps not without fome 
fubtlety to caft me into envy, by bringing on me a neccf- 
fity to enter into mine own praifes. In which argumenti 
know every wife man is more unwillingly drawn to fpeak, 
than the moft repining ear can be averfe to hear. Never- 
thelefs, fince I dare not with to pafs this life unperfecuted 
offlanderous tongues, for God hath told us that to be 
generally praifed is woeful, I ihall rely on his promife to 
free the innocent from caufelefs afperfions : wheraof no- 
thing fooner can aiTure me^ than if I (hall feel him nov 

aiEfting 



An Apology for Sme^mmms. 21 9 

>(fifting roe in the jiift vindication of myfelf, which yet 
I could defer, it being more meet, that to thofe othev mat- 
ters of public debatcmcnt in this book I fhould give atten- 
dance firft, but that I fear it would but harm the truth 
for me to reafon in her behalf, fo long as I fhould fuffer 
my honed eftimation to lie unpurged from thefe infolent 
fufpicions. And if I fliall be large, or unwonted in jufti- 
fying myfelf to thofe who know me not, for elfe it 
would be needlefs, let them confider that a ihort flander 
will oft-times reach further than a long apology ; and 
that he who will do juftly to all men, muft begin from 
knowing how, if it fo happen, to be not unjuft to 
himfelf. I mufl be thought, if this libeller, (for now he 
(hows himfelf to be fo) can find belief, after an inordi- 
nate and riotous youth fpent at the univerfit^to hare 
been at length " vomited out thence." For wllich com<- 
modious lie, that he may be encouraged in the trade 
another time, I thank him ; for it hath given me an apt 
occafion to acknowledge publicly with all grateful 
mind, that more than ordinary favour and refpc£t, which 
I found above any of my equals at the hands of thofe 
courteous and learned men, the fellows of that college 
wherein I fpent fome years: who at my parting, after I 
had taken two degrees, as the manner is, fignified many 
ways, how much better it would content them that I 
would (lay ; as by many letters full of kindnefs and lov- 
ing refpeft, both before that time, and long after, I was 
aflured of their lingular good afFeftion towards 'me. 
Which being Hkewife propenfe to all fuch as were for 
their ftudious and civil life worthy of efteera, I could 
not wrong their judgments, and upright intentions, fo 
much as to think I had that regard from them for other 
caufe, than that I might be ftill encouraged to proceed 
in the honeft and laudable courfes, of which they appre- 
hended I had given good proof- And to thofe inge- 
nuous and friendly men, who were ever the countenan- 
cers of virtuous and hopeful wits, I wifh the beft and 
happieft things, that friends in abfence wifli one to ano- 
ther. ■ As for the common approbation or diflike of that 
place, as now it is, that I fhould efteem or difefteem my- 
(elf, or any other the more for that } too fimple and too 
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credulous is the confuter, if he think to obtain with mc, 
or any right difceraer. Of fmall pradice were that phy- 
iician, who could not judge by what both Ihe or Iict 
fifter hath of long time vomited, that the worfcr ftufFflie 
ibrongly keeps in her ftomach, buLthe better fhe is ever 
kecking at, and is queafy. She vomits now out of fick- 
nefs; but ere it will be well- with her, Ihe muft vomit 
by ftrong phylic. In the mean while that fuburb fink, 
as this rude fcavenger calls it, and more than fcurriloufly 
taunts it with the plague, having a worfe plague in his 
middle entrail, that fuburb wherein I dwell, Ihall be in 
ray account a more honourable place than his univcrfity. 
Which as in the time of her better health, and mine 
own younger judgment, I never greatly admired, fo now 
much lefs. But he follows me to the city, ftill ufurping 
and forgiiig beyond his book noticc,*which only he af- 
£rms t9 have had ; " and where my morning haunts 
are, he wifles not." It is wonder, that being fo rare an 
alchymift of flander, he could not extra(5t that, as well 
as the unlverfity *omit, and the fuburb fink which his 
art could dillil fo cunningly; but becaufe his limbec 
iailS'him, to give him and envy the more vexation, I^ 
will tell him. Tbofe morning haunts are where they 
Ihould be, at" home; not fleeping, or conco<5ting the 
furfeits of an irregular feaft, but up and ftirring, in win- 
ter often ere the found of any bell awake men to labour, 
or to devotion ; in furamer as oft with the bird that firft 
roufes, or not much tardier, to read good authors, or 
caufe them to be read, till the attention be weary, or me- 
Kiory have its full fraught: then with ufeful and gene- 
rous labours pieferving the body's health and hardinds 
to render Ughtforae, clear, and not lumpifh obedience to ' 
the mind, to the caufe of religion, and our country's 
liberty, when it ihall require firm hearts in found bodies 
to iland and cover their ftations, rather than to fee the 
ruin of our proteftation, and the inforcement of a flavilh 
life. Thefe are the morning pra(5tices : proceed now to 
the afternoon ; " in playhoufes," he fays, " and the bor- 
delloes." Youc intelligence, unfaithful fpy of Cjtiaan? 
He gives in his evidence, that *' there he hath traced 
me*" Take him at his word> leaders^ bmt let him briag 
CoooAc SP^' 
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good foreties ere ye difmifs him, that while he pretend- 
ed to dog others, he did not turn in for his own plea- 
fure : for fo much in effedt he concludes againfl himfelf, 
BOt contented to be caught in every other gin, but he 
muft be fuch a novice, as to be ftill hampered in his own 
hemp. In the animadverfionB, faith he, I find the men- 
tion of old cloaks, falfe beards, nightwalkere, and fait 
lotion; therefore the animadverter haunts playhoufes 
and faordelloes ; for if he did not, how could he fpeak of 
fuch gear ? Now that he may know what it is to be a 
child, and yet to meddle with edged tools, I turn his 
antiftrophon upon his own head ; the confuter knows 
that thefe things are the furniture of playhoufes and bor- 
delloes, therefore by the fame reafon " the confuter him- 
felf hath been traced in thofe places." Was it fuch a 
diflblute fpeech, telling of fome politicians who were 
wont to eavesdrop in difguifes, to fay they were often 
liable to a nightwalking cudgeller, or the emptying of a 
urinal ? What if I had writ as your friend the author of 
theaforefaid mime, " Mundus alter & idem," to have been 
raviltcd like fome young Cephal||p or Hyias, by a troop of 
camping houfewifes in Viraginea, and that he was there 
forced to fwcar himfelf an uxorious varlet ; then after ' 
a long fervitudc to have come into Aphrodifia that 
pleafant country, that gave fuch a fwect fraell to his 
noftrils among the fhamelefs courtezans of Defvei^onia ? 
Surely he would have then concluded me as conftant at 
the bordello,, as the galleyflave at his oar. But fince 
there is fuch neceffity to the hearfay of a tire, a peri- 
wig, f>r a vizard, that plays muft have been leen, what 
difficulty was there in that ? when in the colleges fo 
many of the young divines, and thofe in next aptitude 
to divinity, have been feen fo often upon the ftage, writh- 
ing and unboning their clergy limbs to all the antic and 
dilhoneft gefturesof Trinculocs, buffoons, and bawds ; 
proflituting the Ihame of that miniftry, which either 
they had, or were nigh having, to the eyes of courtiers 
and court ladies, with their grooms and mademoifeiles. 
There while they aifted and overai5Ved, among other 
young fcholars, I was a fpei£lator ; they thought them- 
fdves gallant _^men, and I thought them fools ; they 

made 
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made fport, and I laughed; theyTnifpronounced, andl 
mifiiked ; and to make up the atticifm, they were out, 
and I hifled. Judge now whether fo many good text- 
men were not fufficient to inftrufl me of falle beards and 
vizards, without more expofitors ; and how can this con- 
feiter take the face to objci5t to me the feeing of that, 
which his reverend prelates allow, and incite their 
young difciples to adl ? For if it be unlawful to fit and 
behold a mercenary comedian perfonating that which 
is leafl: unfeemly for a hireling to do, how much more 
blameful is it to endure the fight of as vile things aded 
by perfons either entered, or pi-efcntly to enter into the 
rainiftry ; and how much more foul and ignominious for 
them to be the aflors ? 

But becaufe as well by this upbraiding to me the bor- 
delloes, as by other fufpicious glancings in his book, he 
would fccm privily to point me out to his readers, as 
one whofe cuftom of life were not honeft;, but licentious; 
I fliall intreat to be bom with, though I digrefs ; and ina 
■way not often trod, acquaint ye with the fum of my 
thoughts in this matter, through the courfe of my years 
and ftudics. Although I am not ignorant how hazard- 
ous it will be to do this under the nofc of the envious, 
as it were in fkirmifh to change the compa<5l order, and 
ioftcad of outward a<?tions, io bring inmoft thoughts into 
front And I muft tell ye, readers, that by this fort of 
men I have been already bitten at ; yet Ihal! they not for 
me know how flightly they are efteemed, unlefs ihey 
have fo much learning as to read what in greek ^rtipoxaXi* 
is, which, together with envy, is the common difcafe of 
thofe who cenfure books that are not for their reading. 
With me it fares now, as with him whofe outward gar- 
ment hath been injured and illbedighted ; for having no 
othen Ihift, what help but to turn the intidc outwards, 
efpeciaily i^the lining be of the fame, or, as it is fome- 
times, much bttttr ? So if my name and outward 
demeanour be not evident enough to defend me, I Kiuft 
make trial, if the difcovery of my inmoft thoughts can: 
wheicin of two purj ofes both honeft, and both fincere, 
the one perhaps I fhaU not mifs; although I fail to gaia 
belief with others, .of being fuch as my perpetual 

thoughts 
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thoughts fhall licre difclofe me, 1 may yet not fail of 
fticcefs in perfuading fomc to be fuch really them- 
I'elves, as they cannol beheve me to be more than what 
I fain. I had my time, readers, as others have, who 
have good learning beftowed upon them, to be fent 
lo thofe places, where the opinion was, it might be 
fooneft attained ; and as the manner is, was not un- 
fiudied in thofe authors which are moft commended ; 
whereof fome were grave orators and hiftorians, whofe 
matter methought I loved indeed, bat as my age then 
was, fo I underftood them ; others were the fmooth 
elegiac poets, whereof the fchools are not fcarce, whona 
both for the pleafing found of their numerous writing, 
which in imitation I found moft eafy, and moft agree- 
able to nature's part in me, and for their matter, which 
what it is, there be few who know not, I was fo allured 
to read, that no recreation came to me better welcome : 
for that it was then thofe years with me which are ex- 
cufed, though they be leail fevere, I may be faved the 
labour to remember ye. Whence having obferved them 
to account it the chief glory of their wit, in that they 
were ableft to judge, to praife, and by that could eftecra 
therafelves worthicft to love thofe high perfections, 
which under one or other' name they took to celebrate j 
I thought with myfelf by every inftindt and prefage of 
nature, which is not wont to be faJfe, that what em- 
boldened them to this tafk, might with fuch diligence 
as they ufed embolden me ; and that what judgment, wit, 
or elegance was my ftiare, would herein bed appear, 
and beft value itfelf, by how much more wifely, and 
with more love of virtue I fhould choofe {let rude ears 
be abfent) the object of not unlike praifes: for albeit 
thefe thoughts to fome will feem virtuous and com- 
mendable, to ojhers only pardonable, to a ihiid fort 
perhaps idle; yet the mentioning of them now will 
end in ferious. Nor blame it, readers, in thofe years to 
propofe to themfelves fuch a reward, as the nobleft 
difpoiitions above other things in this life have fome- 
times preferred : whereof not to be fenfible when good 
and fair in one perfon meet, argues both a grofs and 
iballow judgment, and withal an ungentle, and fwainilh 

breaft: 
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breaft : for by the firm fettling of thefe perfuafions, 
I became, to my beft memory, fo much a proficient, 
that if I found thofe authoi-s any where fpcaking unwor- 

, thy things of themfelves, or unchaile ■ of thole names 
which before they had extolled ; this effect it wrought 
with me, from that time forward their art I Hill ap- 
plauded, but the men I deplored ; and above them all, 
preferred the two famous renowners of Beatrice and 
Laura, who never write, but horrour of them to whom 
they devote their verfe, difplaying fublime and pure 
thoughts, without tranfgreffion. And long it was not 
after, when I was confirmed in this opinion, that he 
who would not be fniftrate of his hope to write well 
hereafter jn laudable things, ought himfelf to be a true 
poem J that is, a compofition and pattern of the beft 
and honourableft things ; not prcfuming to iing high 

. praifcs of heroic men, or famous cities, unlefs he have 
in himfelf the experience and the practice of all that 

I which li praifeworthy. Thefe reafonings, together with 

; a certain nicenefs of nature, an honefl: haughtinefs, and 
felfefteem either of what I was, or what I might be, 
(which let envy call pride) and laftly that modefty, 
whereof though not in the titlepage, yet here I may 
be' cxcufed to make fome befeeming profeflion ; all thefe 
uniting the fupply of their natural aid together, kept me 
ftill above thole low defcents of mind, beneath which he 
mull deject apd plunge himfelf, that can agree to fala* 
ble and unlawful proftitutions. Next, (for hear me out 
now, readers) that I may tell ye whether my younger 
feet wandered ; I betook me among thofe lofty fables 
and romances, which recount in lolemn cantoes the 
deeds of knighthood founded by our victorious kings, 
and from hence had in renown over all chriftendom. 
There I read it in the oath of every tnight, that be 
ihould defend to the expenfe of his beft blood, or of hil 
life, ifitfobefel him, the honour and chaflity of vir- 
gin or matron ; from whence even then I learned what 
a noble virtue chaftity lure mufl be, to the defence of 
which fo many worthies, by fuch a dear adventure of 
themfelves, had fworn ; and if I found in the ftoiy after- 
ward, any 6f them, by word or deed, breaking that oath, 
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I*ju<^ed it the fame faaft of the poet, as that which is at^- \ 
tributed to Homer, to have written indecent thingsof the ■ | 
gOds: only this my mind gave me, that exeigLJree, ami' ■ 
frntTqfpiritjTrrthoiu tlirit nnthiOrij^ht Tn hrhnrn n kntght, ' 
nor needed' to expet5t the gilt fpur, or the laying of 3 \ 
fword upon his fhoulder to ftir him up botfi by his' 
cbiinfel and his' arm, to fecure and prolc<ft the weafcneft , 
of any attempted chaftity- So that even thefe books, j 
which to many others have been the fiielof wantobtiefi ■ 
Mid loofe living, I cannot think how, unlets by divine 
indulgence, proved' to me fo many incitements, as- you .' 
have heard, to the love and fleadfaft obfervafion of that 
virtue which abhors the fociety of bordelloes; Thus-' 
from ^e kiireat fraternity of poets, riper years and the 
Oafclefs round of fl\idy and reading led me- to the fliady'^ 
fpaccs of philofbphy ; but chieilytD the divine volume', 
or PHito, and hjis equal Xenophon : where, if 1 fhonhf^ 
tfill ye what I learnt of chaftity and love, I mean that - 
whim is truly fa, whofe charming cup' is only virtue, \ 
^hich fhe bc^rs in her hand to thofe who are worthyj- 
(theref¥ are cheatfed with a thick intojcicating potion, 
which a certain forcerefs, the abuler of love's name, carries' \ 
Aout ;); and how the firft and chiefefl' office of love begins, 
ahd etids in the foul, producing' thofe- happy twins of. 
her divine generation, knowledge and virtue; with fuch" '■■ 
abftraiflfed fublimitics as thefe, it might be worth your \ 
lillifelriBg, readers, as I may one day hope to have ye iti' j 
ff-flill time,, when there fhali be no chiding; not in theft' I 
nttifes, the adirerlary, as ye know, barking at the door, 
orfeafching for me at the bordelloes, where it may be' 
lie has- loft himfelfj and raps up witiibdt pity the fagtf 
aad rheumatic old prelate(3, with all her young Corinth- 
iin laity, to inqnire- fof fijch a one; Lafl: of all, not^' 
iii'-time, bat as perfe^ion is laff, that cart was ever hadP 
erf" me, with my earlieft* capacity, not to be negligentlr* 
trained in the precepts of chrif^ian religion : this that I 
hare hitherto related, hath feccn to fliow, that though 
chriflianity had been but flightly taught me, yet'a cef- ' 
lain rcfervedneft of natural difpofition, andraoral difcl-. 
ptine, leamt out of "the nobleff philbfophy, wasenourfi 
to keep mc^in ^fd^ of far Irfs i];rconnwsm»"thao tmr 
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of the bordella But having had the dcK^riue of holf 
fcripture, unfolding thofe chafte and high myfieriee, 
with timelieft care infuTed, that " the body is for the 
Loni, and the Lord for. the body ;" thus alio I at|;aed 
to myfeif, that if unchallity in a woman, whom St. Paul 
terms the glory of man, be fuch a fcandal and difhonour, 
then certainly in a man, who is both the image and 

tlory of God, itmufl, though commonly not fo thought, 
e much more deflowering and dilhonourable ;• in that he 
fins both againft his own body, which is the perfeder 
fex, and his own glory, which is in the woman ; and 
that which is worft, againfl: the image and glory of God, 
which is In hiinfelf. Nor did I flumber over that place, 
esprefling fuch high rewards of ever accompanying the 
Linb, with thofe celeftial fongs to others inapprehen- 
fible, but not to thofe who were not defiled with women, 
which doubtleis means fornication ; for marriage muft 
not be called a defilement Thus large I have pyrpofelyj 
been, that if I have been jufily taxed with this crime, 
it may come upon me, after all this my confelHon, with, 
a tenfold fliame : but if I have hitherto deferved no fuch 
opprobrious word, or fufpicion, I may hereby engage 
myfeif now openly to the faithful obfervation of wh*t 
I have profeffed. I go on to (how you the unbridlol 
impudence of this loofe railer, who, having once b^;un 
his race, regards not how far he files out beyond all 
truth and ihame ; who, from the fingle notice of the Ani- 
raadverfions, as he protefts, will undertake to tell ye thC; 
very clothes I wear, though he be much miftaken in my 
wardrobe : and, like a fon of Belial, without the hire of 
Jezebel, charges me " of blafpheming God and the 
king," as ordinarily as he imagines "me to drink fack 
and fwear," merely becaufe this was a fhred in bis 
commonplace book, and feeraed to come off roundlyi 
as if he were fome empiric of falfe accufations, to 
try ^ his poifons upon me, whether they would wtat 
or no. Whom what fhould I endeavour to refute 
niore,.,whenas that book, which is bis only teftimoiiy, 
returns the lie upon himj not giving him the leaft 
hint of the author to be either a fwearer or a fack- 
drinker. And for the readers, if they can believe me, 

principally 
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principally for thofe reafons which I have alleged, to he ' 
of life and purpofe neither diftioncft nor unchafie, they 
will be eafily induced to think me fobcr both of wine 
and of word ; but if I have been already fuccefslefs in 
perruading »hem, all that I can further fay, will be biit^ 
vain; and it will be better thrift , to fave two tedious 
labours, mine of excusing, and theirs of needlefs 
hearing. 

Proceeding, further, I am met with a whole ging of 
words and phrafes not mine, for he hath maimed them, 
and, like a fly depraver, mangled them in this his wicked 
limbo, worfe than the ghoft of Deiphobus appeared to" 
his friend ^oeas. Here I fcarce know them, and he' 
that w6uld, let him repair to the place in that book 
where I fet them : for certainly this tormentor of femi- 
colons is as good at difmembering and flitting fentences, 
as his grave fathers the prelates have been at fligma- 
tizing and flitting nofes. By fuch handicraft as this 
wh?it might he not traduce ? Only that odour, which 
being his own muft needs offend his fcnfe of fmelling, 
fince he will needs beftow his foot among us, and not 
allow us to think he wears a fock, I flialT endeavour it 
may be offencelefs to other men's ears. The Remon* 
ilrant having to do with grave and reverend men his" 
adverfaries, thought it became him to tell them in fcorn^ ' 
that, " the biihop's foot had been in their book and con-' 
fiited it ;" which when I faw him arrogate, to have done 
thatwithhis heels that furpaflcd the befl: confideration ' 
of his head, to fpurn a confutation among refpe(Eled men, 
I queftioned not the lawfulnefs of moving his jollity to 
bethink him, what odour a fock would have in fuch 
painful bufinefs. And this may have chanced to touch 
hitn more nearly than I was aware, for indeed abilhop's 
foot that hath all his toes maugre the gout,' and a linen 
fock over it, is the apteft embkm of the prelate himfelf;. 
who being a pluralift, may under one furplice, which is 
alfo linett, hide four b.-netices, befldes the metropolitan' 
toe, and fends a fouler ftench to Heaven, than that which' 
this young quealinefs retches at. And this is the imme- 
diate reilfon here why our enraged confuter, that he may 
be as perfe£l a hypocrite as Caiphas, ere he be a high-, 
a S prieA, 



priefti cries butt ''Horrid. bla(pben^ !" ^f.lj^«!4,»ei«< 
afM Je]v, call» Ibc ftocKs, 1 bpfecchi yei fiaendv ei« >^ 
brwkbqts fly, rqfoUe am aiuj youcfekes, lEi it W^i^fefff^,. 

, or 3t)y, whit dilagj-'eeing, frotU: diriffi^ d:)^^]^^ wlwawr 
Ghiift himiflf. fp^Jung of upfa^oilry tra^tjkLtiDnai fon^^ 
i)Ot tosanie thti'dunK)uil and thie, jalM», foe rate to anfwer 
itflovORly wipcer of i^ confutetie&j tbdt if he wouJd; 
needs pat his foot to fuch a fweaty ferrice, the odotti; o{! 
his fock wa$ lilie-to biS: aeitb^ muik boi; bpn^aiaA? 
Thus did that fbolifh monk in. ai bsrhflcoH* declapmtiiimr 
accufe Petrarch of blafpheray for difpraifing tU© freoelv 
wines. But this, which fblkiws is plain BodMni ftuff» 
this is the dciQoiiiac legion indeed, wblph the . Reaiooi- 
Orawb feared had been againft hifSb and nptv he vbh^ fee 
is foi; him. " You that love Gbriit," l^th he^ '* asd 
l>Bow tiwi mifcreant, wretch, ftone him, to. deaih,.kftyw 
fuHttfor his iiz^punity." Whaf think»tbeR^npnlbut? 
doc9 bq like that, luch words as tlwfo A^ould coqj^, out af 
his fhop, oat of hia Trojan: Iwwfe ? I'o give the wateh- 
w«ni like a< Guiiian of Pftris to a mutiRj^ ,oc nutlTaere ; 
t^.prgclsm a croifade againft his f«IIow-£hriftiaii iww 
ipd^. troublous. and divided tictHt, of the kingdoBK^ If 
hQ.doy I Hull fay that to be the Reraonflrant*i& no better 
tfeiaii to be a jsfuiti; auld th^: if he and bis aqoomi^ce^ 
eoulfi do as^Uie rebels haye done in Irelaodi to the^pn^ 
teAanls, thcf. would do in I^gland the fame to tb«oi 
tiMt w-ouk) ao.prelates. For a more feditioos and but- 
cherly fpeo^ no cell, of Ik^oU could have belcW 

. agaioft one wbo ia all his wiitiog fpake not, that any 
man's ftin (hould be raifed. And yet this curfing Shi- 
meif a hnrkr of ftones, as well as a railer, wants sot 
the iacc iiiftaiitly to make as though he '' defpdred (^ 
■u&txtjt uale& a modcft defence would get it him." Did 
ItCfr at all, readers, to foretel ye, when firfl I nKt whii. 
hia title, tt^ the epithet of modeft there was a certain 
red. portending iign, that he meant ere long to be moft 
tempeftuouOy bold and Ihamelefs ? Neverthelcfs,. " 1» 
dares not fay but there amy be hid in his nature aa much 
Tenmnona. atbcifm and pro^ination, as he thialus.batb 
broke out id his adrerfary'a lips ; but be bath not the 
tore ruauiug-uoon )um*** as be wPUldiotuQ^te Ih^v^. 

Wow 
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Vov'thift mcnat, readers, if I be not already weary of 
filibiing and "feDtiiig'tbis fe«-gull, fo open he Iks te 
^irobre, Bnd Tie*er oiftn at another, but teings iiome 
dte done upon bimfeM'. F6r if the fore be ruDinDg 
wtpm die, in all jadgrnent I tiave cfcaped the <difesfei; 
Jwtfie who hath as iinitch'hid in bim, ashe hath Volan>- 
-tarily oonfeffed, and cannot expel it, beoaufe Ihle is dull, 
^fbr Tanomous atbeifm -vretc ne treafare to be -kqA 
nv^thin tiitn elf^] let bitn take the part be hath chofep, 
.wfaibh mult deeds follow, to fwell and burli with his "^ 
own inward veaom. 



fiuttnark, reaScnt there^-a kibdiof ijuftice obfenred 
ttmcftig thorn that dd BTJli but this men loves tnjnftice in 
«he vcfy order df hi'k yatHiiae. For having all this while 
ufanfed tiieigoodiutme.of his adveHajy with all manoer 
offirttcnce in relKi^ of >biB -RenxmftraDt, if 4hetyi>e not 
Imh one perfoii^ or, as I am toJd, &tticr and Ton, yet 
bte all this hb'cdUlforfaCisfai^oa, wheiias he himleK' 
Imth already taken tfat ntmoft&rtlniig. " Vidlebce hath 
hooD done," ikys Imv ** to the perfan of a holy and roli'- 
gions prelabe." To v^ich, fonietlni^in effect to v^bat 
fit.l*aal anfwttrod of Ananias, I anfwer, *' 1 wift nofi bre^ 
tbceik, tiiat he was,a:b6ly-and retigidus prolate •" forevl 
is wiittca cf tbbfe ^ha "d^outd be prelates. And ^finding 
Um tUniB 4a difguife "frithbot bis fupa'icriptioB or rph.y.b 
teiSftry dither of hbly ot -prelate, it wore no fin to letve 
him as Longchaimp -biftjop bf Ely was fLTved in his diC- 
.^Btfe at Dover : he hath begun :th& nieafure namelels, 
•aod -w^n he pleafes we may all appear as we ate. Aad 
]et hira be then what hb will, he Ihkll be to me fO as t 
&id .him principled. For net^^ hmfi prelate ea ardi^ 
prdate hofie to exempt himfelf frcnn being redcbiled as 
one of t^ vi^g^r, winch is icK birti aaXy to hope linhdm 
true wij<k)m and the contempt of vulgar opinioas n^ 
Bihpte, it bemg taught ns in the Pfalhis, that he who ib 
id honour and undei^andedi not, is as the beails that 
^rifli. And now iirft " the manna: of handling tiiat 
caufe," which I utadortook* be.thmks \% fufoioous at if 
a 3 * the 
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the wifeft, and the beff words were not ever to fomc at 
other fufpicious. But where is the offence, the d^ 
greement from chriftian nieeknefs, or theprecept of So;- 
lomOD in anfwcring folly ? When the Remonftrant talii 
.of froth and fcum, I tell him there is none, and bid him 
ipare his ladle : when he brings in the mefs with keal, 
.beef, and brewefs, what flomach in England could for- 
.bcar to call for' flanks and bhlkets? Capon and ^ite 
.broth having been likely fometimes in the fame room 
with Chrift and his apolUes, why does it trouble him, 
that it fhould be now in the fame leaf, efpecially where 
the difcourfe is not continued, but interrupt ? And let 
him tell me, is he wont to lay grace, doth he not then 
name holieft names over the fteam of cofllieft fuper- 
fluities? Does he judge it ibolilh or diihoneft, to write 
that among religious things, which, when he talks of 
religious things, he can devoutly chew f Is he afraid to 
name Chrift where thofe things are written in the fame 
leaf, whom he fears not to name while the fame thingi 
are in his mouth ? Doth not Chri-ft himfelf teach the 
higheft things by the limilitude of old'bottlesand patched 
clothes? I)oth' he not illuftrate beil' things by thingi 
moft evil '? His own coming to be as a thief in the night, 
and the righteous man's wifdom to Ihat of an unjuft 
fieward ? He might therefore have done better to have 
kept in his canting beggars, and heathen altar, to &cri- 
'fice his threadbare criticifm of Bomoiochiis to an unfea- 
fonable goddefs fit for him called Importunity, -and have 
Tcferved his greek derivation till he lefture to his'frefli 
men, for here his itching pedantry is but flouted. 

But to the end that nothing may be omitted, which 
may farther fatisfy. any confcionable man, who, notwith* 
ilanding what 1 could explain before the aniroadverfioM, 
■remains yet unfatisfied concerning that way of writing 
which I there defended, but this confoter, whom it pinches, 
utterly difapproves ; I fhall aflay once again, and perhaps 
-with more t'uccefs. If therefore the qudlion were in atSf 
tcxy, whether a vehement vein throwing out indignation 
or fcoro upon an objcA that merits it, were among the 
Mpte^ ideas of i^ieech to be allowed, it were my work, and 
tbst an eafy cue, to make it clear boli^ by the rules of 
■^ ■- - ,,,,!. beft 
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'lieft rhetoricians, and the famoufeft examples of the gree^ 
and roman orations. But fince the religion of it is dif- 
puted, and not the art, I Ihall make ufe only of fucb 
reafons and authorities, as religion cannot except againfc 
It will be harder to gainfay, than for me to evince, that in 
the teaching of men diverfely tempered, different ways are 
to be tried. The Baptift, we know, was a ftridt man, 
remarkable for auflerity and fet order of life. . Our Sa- 
viour, who had all gifts in him, was Lord to exprefs his 
indofl:rinating power in what fort him beft feemedj 
fometimes by a mild and familiar converfe ; fometime? 
with plain and impartial homefpeaking, regardiefs of 
thofe whom the auditors might think he uiould have had 
in more refpeft; otherwhile, with bitter and ireful- re- 
bukes, if not teaching, yet leaving excufelefs ihofe his 
wilful impugners. What was all m him, was divided 
among' many others the teachers of his church ; forae to 
be fevere and ever of a fad gravity, that they may wjn 
fuch, and check fometimes thofe who be of nature over- 
confident and jocund ; others were fent more cheerful, , 
free, and,ftiil as it were at large, in the midft of an un- 
trefpafling honefty ; that they who are fo tempered, may 
have by whom they might be drawn to falvation, and 
they who are too fcrupulous, and dcjedtcdof fpirit, might 
be often ftrengthcned with wife confolations and re- 
vivings : no man being forced wholly to diffolve that 
groundwork of nature which God created in him, the 
fangui'ne to empty out all his fociable livelinefs, the cho- 
leric to expel quite the unlinning predominance of his 
anger j but that each radical humourand paffion, wrought 
upon and correAed as it ought, might be made the 
proper mould and foundation of every man's peculiar 
gifts and virtues. Some alfo were indued with a flaid 
moderation and foundnefs of argument, to teach and 
convince the rational and foberminded ; yet not there- 
fore that to be thought the only expedient courfe of 
teaching, for in times of oppofition, when either againft 
new hercfies ariling, or old corruptions to be reformed, 
this cool unpaflionate mildnefs of pofitive wifdom is not 
enough to damp and aftonilh the proud refiftance of 
cvn« and falfe dodtore, then (that I may have leave to 
Q 4 foar 
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i^iar awb^le as the poets ufe)'Zeal, w,bofe fubl^anco U 
ithercal, arming in complete diamond, afcends his fiery 
t^ariot drawn with two blazing ipcteocB, .figured lite 
bfafts, Ijut of a higher breed than any the zodiac yields* 
rerembling two of f hofe four which Kzekjd and St. J,oh# 
faw, the one vifaged Hkc a lion, to e;iprefs powpr, high 
authority, and indignation ; the other of countenance 
like a nian, to caft derifion and fcorn upon perverfe and 
fraudulent feduceia : with thcfe the invincible warrJOT, 
2eal, fhaking loofely the flack reinsj drives ov^ thclieads 
bf fcarlet p'relatcs, and fuch as are infplent to maintain tra- 
jflitione, bruiling their ftifiF necks under his flaming wheels, 
yhjis did the true prophets of ojd combat with the falfe-; 
thus Chrifl himlelf, the fountain of meeknefs, found 
acrimony enough to be ftiU galling 3nd vexing thepre- 
Jatical pharifees. But ye will fay, thcfe had immei£ate 
■warrant from Gfod to be thus bitter,; and I fay, Jo much 
the plainer is it proved, that there may be a fantftified. 
fciftemefs agaJnft the enemies of truth. Yet that ye may 
ijot- think infpiration only the warrant thereof, but that 
it ia as any other virtue, of mora! and general obferv*- 
tion, the example of Luthcrmay ftand for all) whom God 
made choice of before others to be of higheli eminenpe 
and power in reforming the church ; who, not of ,ncve- 
Jation, but of judgment, writ fo vehemently againiftthji 
cliief defendeis of old untruths in the roniilh church) 
that his own friends and favourers were manytimes^f- 
fended with the fiercenefs of his Ipirit; yet he being cited 
before Charles the Fifth to anfwer for his books, ■ and 
having divided them into three forts, whereof one was flf 
thofe which he had fliarply written, refufed, thongb Ppoi> 
Heliberation given him, to retratSl: or unfay any word 
therein, as we may read in Slcidan. Yea, he defends 
tils eagerncfs, ^s being " of an ardent Ipirit, and one 
Vho could not write a dull ftyle :" and affirmed, " he 
ihought it God's will, to have the inventions of men thus 
laid open, feeing that matters quietly handled were 
quickly forgot." And hcrewlthal how ufeful and available 
God hath made this tart rhetoric in the church's c^ufe, 
ie ofien found by his own " expcriencp. For wticn he 
betook himftlf to lenity and moderftlxgiDj as th^y c^l i)^ 



he-jeaped jiothing biit cpntqnipt i>oth fixsn -Cajfltaa ^n4 
^naihiuSj.fjnoni Cocleus, .from Eccbips, and others; iafe^ 
much that blarning l?is frien^ls, who bad To Gownfelleid 
iiim„hp.refolved. nev^rAo rup.mtp the like emojic : jf at 
other times -be feem to excufTe -^is vehci{ieiMe» /AB xoiMf 
than ^bat .was meet, X.bave not ex^njioed through -biji 
^Qclc^, to know how hi he gave w^ -to bi^'Own-ferBenf - 
mind J it fiial] luffice me to look .to mine eyvn. Ani 
thisI^Ueafily aver, though it may fe^m 9 ha^ &yiH>£» 
^at the fp^it. oi' God, who is purity itfelf, wh^ be would ' 
a^rpn'C any feult Severely, or b^t relate tbiags doiae (^r 
iiii4 with indign^oii by otb«r^ ^abftains not frppiiqiof 
wopds not oivil flt pthqr times to be -fp^en. -C>nuttji^ 
Ibat.p^fiC in NuaibeFS at.the kiiiiijg of ^iiuri^d|Coft>itf 
done by Fhincgs jntbe height lOf^eal^ jxXita^, as tb^ 
rabbii^ eKj>ound, ii,ot,without an.obfpene iv^rd.}. V^ JViay 
£ad in Deuteroniomy^d thre^ of the -jtrophet^ twhffip 
Ood> d^^^i^'^^^S biltgrly tbe ponillinif^-qf jidqliaXer^ 
tells jhem in a teem immodeli: to be .pttesed iW cool 
blood, tba^^ their w^v^ ih9U he Acfiifid Apeoly. . Sst 
iht(e, they iwill fay, w^£ -honefl .words iiji fi^ agf 
when:tbey were ipoken. Which i^ nio*'«'tbfln ftny s^>- 
hin cfm prove ; aijid ,c;ertainly bad iGq^ ,bpen ^9 wi»<^c'« 
he co^ have picked fuch wprd^ ri^s (fiibwJ'd -nc^ 
Have come ipw abufe. What will (hey f^ Jo ithipi ^ 
I)aKid.goii;)gj^ainltNabal, in the veiy^iko^ brcfthwhen 
be had ju(l before named the uams^of tf^d.^e vuwBuot 
'Vo leave any .alivp o£ Nabal's boufe that pifib^b agaiiaft 
the wall." Put this was .wnadvifcdly fpoke^, y^u will 
tutl'wer, and fet dowp iff aggravate bis infinpiHy. TufHi 
tb^ to the $rft of *^WB5. wb^e <ied jt^aiffllf .ufes^bi? 
phrafc, " ( ff ill cpt off from Jeroboaip ,hifB that piift^ 
againA tbf; wall." Wbipb ,bad jt be&i a^ ,vp^Wil|i 
lipBecb in .the be^t of an e^f-aeS tocpix^ioo^ thep w^ 
mull conclude that Jqna^hai) or Onkcilo^ fk^ -^cgumil^ 
)vjere of (^aner lai^gM^g? thgp b? tbatimade tht\fUi^\;».i 
far thay rejider it as briefly, " I wiJl «it ,0^ flU wijp »n; 
at years of difcretion," that \^ to fay, ii^ paw^b diftreJioa 
95 to hid^ Bakedael^. WbeF«4^ 0(^ ),Adai9 is ^h^ authoR 
fepth of^ufjly and <?Jpqp^c5, »hoiit t^j^.^hK^p ^s ^tt^ft 
ia that vehement charat^er wherein he fpake. ptb^t 
yile :tbat f^ain word might ^ve ealily been forbom : 

which 
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which the niftforeths and rabbinical fchoJiafts, not well 
attending, have often ufed to blur the margent with Kcri 
inftead of Ketiv, and gare us thig infulfe rule out of their 
Talmud, « That all words which in the law are writteri 
oWcendy; nauft be changed to more civil wonJs :" foola, 
who would teach men to read more decently than God 
- thought good to write. And thus I take it to be mani- 
feft, that indignation againft nJen and their aftionsnoto- 
rionfly bad hath leave and authority ofttimes to utter 
fuch words and phrafes, ae in common talk were riot fo 
mannerly to ufc. That ye may know, not only as the 
hiftorian ipeaks,' " that all tbofe things for which men 
plough, build, or fail, obey- firtue," but that all words, 
and whatfoever may be fpoken, ihall at fome time in an 
unwonted manner wait upon her purpcrfes. 
\ Now that the confutant may a!fo know as he defires, 
"what force of teaching there is fometimes in laughter; 
I fliall return him in fhort, that laughter being one way 
of anfwering ** a fool according to his folly," teaches two 
forts of perfons, firft, the fool himfelf *' not to be wife in 
his own conceit," as Solomon affirms ; which is certainly 
s great document to make anunwifeman know himrel£ 
Mext, it teacheth the hearers, inasmuch asfcomisone 
of thofe puniihmenti, which belong to men carnally wife, 
which is oft in fcripture declared ; for when fuch are 
punifhed, " thefimple are thereby made wife," if Solo- 
mon's rule be true. And I would alk, to what end Eliah 
mocked the falfe prophets ? was it to fliow his wit, or to 
fulfil his humour ? Doubtlefs we cannot imagine that 
great fervant of God had any other crid, in all which he 
thei« did, but to teach and inftruft the poor mifled peo- 
ple. And we may frequently read, that many of the 
martyrs in the midft of their troubles were not fpanng, 
to deride and feoff their fupcrftitioiis perfeculors. Now 
may the confutant advife again with fir Francis Bacon, 
whether Eliah and the martyrs did well to turn religion 
into a comedy or fatire ; " to rip up the wounds of ido- 
latry and fupei-ftition with a laughing countenance:" 
lb that for pious gravity the author here is matched and 
overmatch^,-' and for wit and morality in one that 
follows: ■■*-.- 

. ti . ^ . , « 
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. ** l anghing to teach the tnitli 
\Vfaat binden ? ai fome tnchcra give to bojs 
Junket! and kaackc that they may learn apacs." 

Thus Haccas in his firll (atire. and his tenth ; 

" -^— Jcding decides great thingi 

Stroaglier aod belter oft than caraeficsn." 

I could urge the fame out of Cicero and Seneca, but 
he may content hira with this. And henceforward, if 
he can learn, may know as well what are the bounds 
and objcdh of laughter and vehement reproof, as he 
hath known hitherto how to deferve them both. But 
left feme may haply think, or thus expoftulate with mc 
after this debatement, who made you the bufy almoner 
to deal about this dole of laughter and reprehenfion, 
which no man thanks your bounty for ? To the ur- 
banity of that man I mould anfwer much after this 
fort : that' I, friend objeiler, having read of heathen 
philofophers, fomc to have taught, that whofoever 
would but ufe his ear to liften, might hear the voice 
of his guiding genius' ever before him, ' calling, and as 
if were pointing to that way which is his part to follow; 
others, as the floics, to account reafon, which they call 
the Hegemonicon, to be the common. Mercury conduc- 
ing without errour thofe that give themfclves obediently 
to be led accordingly : having read this, I could not 
ieftecm fo poorly of the faith which I profefs, that God 
liad left nothing to thofe who had forfyten all other 
doflrincs fbrhis, tote an inward witoefs and warrant 
of what they have- to do, d& that they fliould need to 
Dieafure themfelves by other men's meafures, how to 
give fcope or 1 imit to their proper anions ; for that were 
to make us the moil at a fiand, the moft uncertain and 
accidental wanderers in our doings, of all religions in the 
world. So Ihat the queflion ere while liioved, who is 
he that fpends thus the benevolence of laughter and 
reproof lb liberally upon fuch ' men as the prelates, 
may rebitn with a more' juft demand, who he is not of 
place and. knowledge never fo mean> under whofe con- 
7 . tempt 
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tempt and jerk thefe men are not defcrvedljr fallen ! 
Neither can religion teceiw atif wcWind -bjr ,dilgrace 
thrown jipon^he prelates>.fince religion and (hfey furely 
were never m fuch amity. They rather are the men 
who haye ■wpuuded jeligion. and iheir flripesanuft teal 
her. I might alfo "tell them, what Ele^ra m Sopliocle^ 
a wife virgin, anfwered her wicted. mother, who thought 
herfelf too-yipl«ntly,iieprijaved:by her the dwghter: 

■^s^'oaiJwtifey it, not I-( }I4b.A> (bi deed% 
J^aii yaiiT Dtigodly decfls ^nd me tbe wordi. 

If tlicrefore .tli^ Remonftiant complain of iibela, it Js 
J3e<;aufe Itie feels them to te right aimed. For I aSk 
again, as hefore ,in the aoimady'^rfions, ;hOw long is it 
.<mce .be hath difreliftied , Ijbfls? We never heard tbc 
Icafl: mytte.r pf his voicf; againft them while they flew 
abroad without contr.pl" ©r, check, dotamiqg the Scoti 
ajvJ Tudtans. Aad yBt I*;; caa remember ^ none hut 
iLyfi,mafl^us J'^ic^nor,, awl "that te mifliked and .cen- 
lured." No more.^ut cf one ic^n the Remonilrant re- 
member? W^at jf '1 put t>io;i in mind of one morel 
'What if of one rhjjrewW'eof theRemonflmnt inmai^ 
iikdJhoc^s lOAyJbc :tboa^t the apthor ? Did he never 
^e a pwnpjilot jntUlcd^aw his own ^tftuon, " A Survey 
c^thatrppmh,reditious, lcandatous,.prophaiieX4bdi,tbe 
TrptefistJ-OD peotcfiodi*' The child doth not nioreex- 
preiyy refiaure the vifage of his father, than that book 
ref^n^le? the fiylo pf the .Rfmonftrant, in thofe idi^Hias 
of foepfth, wiiensin he ieems moft to delight : and ia 
(he Teveotenth p4ge three lines together are taken out 
of (he B^intpjoftrwce word to' word, not as a citation, 
Jfjit 3S ao author borrows from himfelf. Whoever it 
.fee, he may a? iuftly be feid to have libelled,- as bs 
agam.R whoqi he writes ; there ye ihall -find -another 
pwn than is T^ere hiade fiwwv ,of, there he bites as Aft a* 
this whines,. " Vine^in the ink" is there *' the antidote 
pf vipers." Xaoghmg in 9- religious contiovwfy is theit 
" 9 thrifty iphyjic to, ej^pel, his melancholy," Jn the 
.ineah'thne flie Jteflimony of fir Francis Bact^uwas not 
niiialleged, cwofJajning that libels on the iPiW%» fa^ 

wert 
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wen Ttltered epenhr : aad if hex hooeti liier prelates hadr 
no iotelUg^nce wita the. libellers,! uei (^livers it but as, 
his &vouriible opinicMi. But had he caiitcadit3:ed himlel^, 
bow couldlaQoii him hue, more than- a; littls beibre«, 
whsre.X know not how, by etUaDglioghunreifThe leaves, 
an atperfion upda Job, which by any elfe I never heud' 
laid tot his cb^ie^ Foj: having. affirmed that "thece>i»r 
mgreatec coofulioa than, the confounding of }^ an4- 
caEneft," pi;efentiy he hrit^ the exst^le ofjob, '^glasue- 
ingat conceits of-mirthrwhen, he fat aijiong.tbe peo{d»- 
^ih. the gravity of a judgo upon him." If jejft and. 
camcft be fuch a* confofton, then were, the people muchi 
wiler> than Job, ibr " he fmilcd, and they believed hini> 
qot." To defend libeU, which, is that whereof Lam next 
a«cufedy was far froa my purpofe. I had not: fo MtAa* 
Aaie-iti' good name, as.to.g^ve another that advEtntag;;' 
ag^infti myfelL The fnin; of w^at I faid was, that, a, 
m^rcrfree permiflioa o£ writing at fome times might be* 
||»&aJ^e, io fttoh a quefijon e^*ecially wherehi'^the mi^ 
^r3te& are not fully rciblsed; and both lide? have, 
eq^^.Ubeity to wrii^ as now they haye. Not as whew 
tbe-ppel^s, bor« fway„ in whole ti^ie the bcpk& of faKi«)> 
m^iwere confated, when they who fbouldr have anfwAT'" 
c^were.in clofe priftm,, (tenied the nfe of p«n,.or pap«fw 
And) thA divine rig^t of epiJcopacy wa» then valiantlyf, 
aiftrtedf when he who would.have beenTelpondootntuft' 
Itavebetjiciiv:^^ himfel^' withal how be could rcflUe thff^ 
Clink or the Gatehouse. If now thece&ure th^ be' puF- 
ipediwith bad words,, who. perfecutcd others with bad' 
deedsi it isa way to lefientdmult rather than to increafe; 
it; whenas anger thus-freoty votted fpends Hfelf we it 
break, out into ai^ion, tbongh Machiavel, wboni'he.aitg^ > 
cc any. ot^.JV;^hiaTCliut.pde^ tUnk the cojitca^ 

8 BO f. HI* 

Now readers* I being, ye tobi3third^fe<£tioDt wh^tviaf 
very cautiouily and no more than needs, leiHihottld^ 
tfiko him for loine chaplain at hand, ibme fquire of thsr. 
body to his prelate, one that fervep not at the- aUat only,; 
but at the couiit cup^KMrd, ho will b^w on vu » {HX^ty^ 
.1 raodet 
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model of hlmfclf } and fobs me ont halfa dozen phthilicdl' 
mottoes wherever he had theoi, hopping ihort io the 
meafure of convulfion-fits ; in which labour the agony 
of his wit having efcaped narrowly, inflead of weilfizcd 
periods, he greets U8 with a quantity of thumb-ring pefks. 
'* He has a fortune therefore good, becaufe he is content; 
ivith it." This is a piece of lapience not worth the brain 
of a fruit trencher ; as if content were the nicafure of 
vhat is good or bad in the gift of fortune. For by thi« ' 
rule a bad man may have a good fortune, becaufe he 
may be ofttimes content with it for many reafons which 
have no affinity with virtue, as love of eafe, want of 
fpirit to ufe more, and the like. "And therefore con- 
tent," be fays, "becaufe it neither goes before, nor comes 
behind his merit." Belike then if his fortune fhould go- 
before his merit, he would not be content, but rcfign, if 
we believe him, which I do thelcfs, becaufe he implies 
that if it came behind his merit, he would be content as 
little. Whereas if a wife man's content Ihould depend 
upon fuch a therefore, becaufe his fortune came not be-, 
hind his merit,, how many wife men could have content- 
in this world ? In his next pithy fymbol I dare not board 
him, for he paifes all the feven wife mafiers of Greece, 
attributing to himfelf that which on my life Solomon' 
durft not : " to have affedlions fo equally tempered, that 
they neither too haflily adhere to the truth before it be 
ftiUy examined, nor loo lazily afterward." Which, unleft 
he only were exempted out of the corrupt mafs of Adam, 
bom without fin original, and living without actual, is 
impofiible. Had Solomon (for itbehovesme to inflancc 
in the wileft, dealing with fuch a tranfcendant fage as 
this) had Solomon a&6lions fo equally tempered, as "not 
adhering too lazily to the troth,** when God warned 
him of his halting in idolatry ? do we read that he re- 
pented haftily ? did not his aneftions lead him haflily 
natfx ap examined .truth, how much more would Aey 
lead him flowly to it? Yet this man, beyond a ftoic 
apathy, fees truth asin a rapture, and cleaves to it; not ' 
as through the dim glafs of his affections, which, in this 
ftail manfion of flelh, are ever unequally tefepered, 
^tiihiog forward to eirour, and keeping back from truth 

efttimea 



ofitlmcs t!ft beft of men. But bow far this boaftcr is 
frotB knowing himfelf, let hU preftce fpeak. Something' 
I thought it was that made hiHi fo quickfighted to' 
gather fuch ftrange thipgs out of the uiimadTerfions,. 
whci£of the le^it conception could not be drawn from 
thenoe, of " fuburb-iinks," fometimcs " out of wit and 
dotbes," fometimes " in new ferge, drilling fack, and 
fwcaring^t" now I know it was this equal temper. of his 
affeflioDS, that gave him to fee clearer than any fennel- 
rubbed fei-pent. LaAly, he has rdblved " that neither 
peribn nor caufe (hall improper him." I may mifiake 
his meaning, for the word ye hear is ** improper." But 
whether if not a perfop, yet a good paifonage or impro- 
priation bougbtout for him, would not " improper" him, 
becaufe there may be a quirk in the word, I leave it 
for a canoiufl to refolve. 
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And thus ends this fet^iou, or rather diilefllon,^ of him* 
felf, fhort ye will fay both in breadth and extent, as in our 
own praifes it ought to be, unlefs wherein a good name 
hath been wrongfully attainted. Right ; but if ye look at 
what he afcribes to himfelf, " that temper of his ai&c-' 
tions," which cannot any where be but in Paradife, all 
the judicious panegyrics in any language extant are not. 
half fo prolix. And that well appears in his next re-' 
moval. For what with putting his fancy to the tiptoe' 
in this defcription of himfelf, and what with adventuring 
prefcntly to Itaiid upon his own legs without the crutches 
of his margin, which is the fluice moft commonly that 
feeds the drought of his text, he comes fo lazily on in a 
iimile, with his " armfiiU of weeds," and demeans him- 
felf in the dull expreilion fo like a dough-kneaded thing, 
that he has not Ipirit enough left him fo far to look 
to his fyntax, as to avoid nonfenfe. For it mufi be 
underftood there that the flrangcr, and not he who britigi' 
Uie bundle, would be deceived in cenfuring the field, 
which this hiplhot grammarian cannot fet into right 
frame of conli:ru<^ion, neither here in the {imilttude, nor 
in the following, reddition thereof; ; which being to this 

purpofQ, 



parpde, thut^^-the feuhs^of tihe beA piclted' odf, add) 
piefenledin gcoTs, fenn niDtiftrous diis'' faith be; *'you' 
baive-'done, in pinningow his'ikeve the fknits of odKM;'" 
asif to pick cwt his own fkdlUi and to pin the^ &ultB< 
of othets-upon^hino, weretodo thefame thing. Tfraa- 
fWr therefore ho\v I hare culled out the evil' a^Nwff^ 
tii the: Romo&llrant from his virtiieis, I am acquitted 1^ 
tfac dexterity and conireyance oi his' nonfenfe, lo0hg~lhat' 
for which he "brou^t his parabfe. But what- of other^ 
men's faalesrha^ff pinned upon bisflMve, let him ihcnr. 
For whether he were the' m^' wht> tennWl' rhft mai^BI 
I'oifiian confefibrs^ it ni»t»SFfi not ; he thai QxaW ^p upi 
before others tff daftnd a charoh-govtCTiBFwnl^ whid*' 
wants ahnoft no circumlliancc,: but only a- name, t« be z\ 
|riaia poptddra, agwew»m«a«vh<ch changes the fatherfy 
and ever-teaching difcipline of Chrift into tbffl loiidly* 
and uninftruiSing jurifdi6tion, which properly makes the 
pope Antichrift, makcshimfelf anacc^ory to all the evil 
committed by thofe, who are armed to do mifchief by 
that) undi» gOTBrnrnent:' *hlch they, by their wicKcd 
d«edt^'d«, with^akiffid'of pafliMand unwittingobedience^ 
tO!G«U<feft«>yi but he, l^'plaafible words and tradi- 
tk>n» agaitift the feriptUre, obllinately feeks to matntm. 
'Rreyi by then- own' wictednefe -ruining their own-unjuff 
aMlhdri^, malec nmm' (ot good to fuccecdi buf lie, by 
ft'fttow of gftod upholding- tne evil which intttiem uirfoes' 
itfirffr hin^rt the good whidi they by accident let im 
Thttf mfttiilWl:' orimes; fei?re to bring foriH an enfuitJgl 
good; awd'ha^ften a reinei^againft themfelvesj and hi«' 
feemhig good tends to' reinforce their felf-punifting' 
Crimea aad his own, by doing his bell to delay aH 
MKJrefSk Shall not all the mifchief which other men 
do'bo laid to his charge, if they do it by that unchurch^ 
lUsc power which he defends? Chrift faithj "he that' 
itf^^not wKhi mei is againft me; and he that gathers not' 
with nrei^fQattere*" In what degree- of enmity to Chtift' 
ftall w6 pl*CB that man then, who fo is with^ him, as that' 
it makesmore agaki^ him ; and fo gathers with him, that' 
itfcattef&more imta him ? Shall it avail that man to fay* 
he honours the martyrs memory, and trcads^ in tfieir' 
Aeps? Noi Uiepburileescenfdledas'mttch of tbe^ly^ 

prophets. 
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prophets. Let him, and fuch as he, when they are in 
their beft a<^ions, even at their prayers, look to hear 
that which the pharifees heard from John the Baplift 
when they leaft expected, when they rather looked for 
pnife from him -, " generation of vipers, who hath 
warned ye to fiee from the wrath to come ?" Now that 
ye have ftarted back from the purity of fcripture, whi<^ 
M the only rule of reformation, to the old vomit of your 
tcaditions ; now that ye have either troubled or leavened" 
the people of God, and the dodlrine of the gofpel with 
fcandalous ceremonies and mafs-borrowed liturgies, do 
ye turn the «fe of that truth which ye profefs, to coun- 
tcDance that falfehood which ye gain by ? We alfo 
Fevcresice the martyrs, but rely only upon the fcriptures. 
Aad why we ought not to rely upon the martyrs, I Ihall 
be content with fudi reafons as my confuter himfeif 
affords me; who is, I muft needs fay for him, in that 
point as officious an adverfary as I would with to any 
man. For, " firft," faith he, " there may be a martyr 
in a wrong caufe, and as courageous in fufFering as the 
beft; fometimes in a good caufe with a forward ambition 
difpleafing to God. Other whiles they that ftory of them 
Out of blind zeal or malice, may write many things 6f 
than untruly." If this be fo, as ye hear his own conf^- 
fion, with what fafety can the Remonftrant rely upon 
the martyrs as "patrons of his caufe," whenas any of 
tbofe who are alleged for the approvers of our liturgy or 
pn^aty, might have been, though not in a wrong caufe, 
martyrs ? Yet whether not vainly ambitious of that ho- 
nour, or whether not mifreported or mifunderftood in 
thofe their opinions, God only knows. The teftimony 
of what we believe in religion muft be fuch as the con- 
icieoce may reft on to be infallible and incorruptible, 
which is only the word of God. 

SECT. V. 

His fifth ieSion finds ilfelf aggiieved that the iRemon- 
ftrant ihould be taxed with the iH^al proceeding of the 
high cQiiaaiiffioD, and oath ei officio : and firft, " whe- 
ther they were illegal or no, it is more than he knows." 

Vol- I. R See 
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See this rimlevolent fox ! that tyranny which the whole 
kingdom cried out againft as flung with adders and 
fcorpions, that tyranny which the parliament, in cona- 
paffion of the church and commonwealth, hathdiffolved 
and fetched up by the rootn, for which it hath received 
the public thanks and bleffings of thoufandsj this obfcure 
thorn eater of matice and detraction as well as of quod- 
libets and fophifms, kodws not whether it were illegal ot 
not. Evilj evil, would be your reward, ye worthies of 
the parliament, if this fophiftcr and his accomplices had 
the cenfuring Or the founding forth of your labours. 
And that the Remonftrant cannot wafli bis hands of all 
the cruelties exercifed by the prelates, is part doubting. 
They fcourged the confetfors of the gofpel, and he held 
the fcoargers garments. They executed their rage; and 
he, if he did nothing elfe, defended the government with 
the oath that did it, and the ceremonies which were the 
caufe of it; docs he think to be counted guilttefs i 



S E C T. VI. 

In the following feflion I muft foretel ye, readers, Utt 
doings will be rqagh and dangemus, the bailing of a 
fatire. And if the work feem more trivial or boiflerous 
than for this difcourfe, let the Remonftrant thank the 
folly of this confuter, who could not let a private word 
pafs, but he muft make all this blaze of it. I had faid, 
that becaufe the Remonftrant was lb much offended with 
thofe who were tart againft the prelates, fure he loved 
toolhlefs fatires, which I took were as improper as a 
toothed fleekflone. This chanipion from Ijehind tlie 
arras cries out, that thofe toolhlefs fatires were of the 
Remonftrant's making ; and arras himfelf here tooth and 
nail, and horn to boot, to fupply the want of teeth, ot 
rather of gums in the fatires. And for an onfet tells me, 
that the fimile of a fleekflone *' fiiows I can be ag bold 
with a prelate as familiar with alaundrefs." But does 
it not argue rather the lafcivious proroptnefs of his own 
fancy, who, from the harmlefs mention of a fleekflone, 
could neigh out the remembrance of his old converfation 
'among the viraginian trollops ? For me, if he move me, 
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I Ihall claim bis own oath, the oath ex ofHcIo againft 
any prieft or prelate in the kingdom, to have ever as 
much hated fuch pranks as the beft and chafteft of them 
al). That exception which I made againft toothlels 
lalires, the confuter hopes I had from the fatiriA, but is 
&r deceived : neither have I ever read the hobbling dif- 
tich which he means. For this good hap I had from a 
careful education, to be inured and feafoned betimes 
with the beft and eleganteft authors of the learned 
tongues, and thereto brought an ear that could meafure 
a juft cadence, and fcan without articulating: rather 
nice and humorous in what was tolerable, than^patient 
to read every drawling verfifier. Whence lighting upon 
tills title of " toothlefs fatires," I will not conceal ye what 
I thought, readers, that fure this muft be fome fucking 
latire, who might have done better to have ufed his 
coral, and made an end of breeding, ere he took upon 
htm to wield a jfatire's whip. But when I heard him talk 
of "fcowering the rufty fwords of elvifh knights," do 
not blame me, if I changed my thought, and concluded 
him fome defperate cutler. But why ** his fcornful mufe 
could never abide with tragic ihoes her ancles for to 
hide," the pace of the verfe told me that her mawkin 
knuckles were never fhapen to that royal buflcin. And 
turning by chance to the fixth fatire of his fecond book, 
1 was confirmed; where having begun loftily "in Hea- 
ven's univerfal alphabet," he falls down to that wretched 
poomels and frigidity, as to talk of "Bridge ftreet in 
Heaven, and the Oftler of Heaven," and there wantii^ 
other matter to catch him a heat, (for certain he was in 
the frozen zone miferably benummedj with thoughts 
lower than any beadle betakes him to whip the iign- 
pofts of Cambridge alehoufes, the ■ ordinary fubjedt of 
frefiimen's tales, and in a ftrain as pitiful. Which for 
him who would be counted the firft englifli fatire, to 
abafe himfelf to, who might have learned better among 
the latin and Italian fatiriUs, and in our own tongue 
from the " Vifion and Creed of Pierce Plowman," befidea 
others before him, manifcfted a prefumptuous undertak- 
ing with weak and unexamined fhoulders. For a fatire 
as it was bom out of a tragedy, fo ought to referable 
K 2 his 
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his parentage, to flxike high, and adventure dailgdfwifflj 
at the moft eminent vices among the greateft perfons, 
and not to creep into every blind taphoufc, that fears 3 
conftable more than a fatire. But that fuch a poem 
ihoulfi be toothlefs, I ilill affirm it to be a bull, taking 
away the effcnce of that which it calls itfelf. For if it 
bite neither the perfonB nor the vices, how is it a fatire } 
And if it bite cither, how is it toothlefs? So thattooth-- 
lefs fatires arc as moch as if he had faid toothlefs teeth: 
What wc ftiould do therefore with this learned cono' 
tncnt upon teeth and boms, which hath brought &ii 
confutairt into his pedantic kingdom of Comuco^Ma, to 
reward him for gioffing upon horns even to the hetatw 
root, I know not J unlefs we Ihould commend him lo be 
Seftnrer in Eaft-cheap upon St Luke's day, when they 
fcnd their tribute to that &mou8 haven by Deptfori 
But we are hot like to efcape him fo. For now the 
worm <yf criticifm works in him, he will tell us the 
derivation of '* german xuttere, of meat, and of ink," 
which doubtlefs rightly applied with fome gall in it, 
may prove good to heal this tetter of pedagogifai that 
bcfpreads him, with fuch a tenefmus of onginating, that 
if he be an armrnian, and deny orig|inal fin, all the ety- 
piokigies of his book fhall witnefs, that his brain is iHit 
meanly tainted with thatinfc£Kon. 

SECT. VII. 

His feventh feiflion labours \a cavil out the flaws 
wliich w^re found in the Remonfhant's logic; who 
having laid down for a general propofrtion, that " civil 
polity is variaWe and arbitrary," from whence was infe- 
led logically upon him, that he had concluded the pdity 
of England to be arbitrary, for general inclttdea particu- 
lar; here his defendant is not afijamed to oonfefs, that 
the Renwniirant'a propofition was fophiftical fc^ a fellacy 
called ad plurea interrogationes : which founds to w 
fomewhat ftrange, that a Remonftrant of that pretended 
fmcerLty fhould bring deceitful and double-dealing pro- 
politions to the parlianicDt. The truth is, he had let 
flip a Ihrewd galfage ere he was aware, not ihiniing 

the 
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the conclufioa would tura upon him with fuch a terrible 
eige, and not knowing how to wind out of the briars, 
hC) or his fubftitute, feems more willing to lay the inte- 
grity of his logic to pawn, and grant a fallacy in bis own 
major, where none is, than to be forced to uphold the 
inference. For that diftincSion of poflible, and lawful, 
is ridiculous to be fought for in that pi opofition ; no man 
doubling that it is poffible to change the form of civil 
polity ; and that it is held lawful by that major, the word 
"arbitrary" implies. Nor will this help him, to deny 
that it is arbitrary " at any time, or by any undertakers," 
(which are the limitations invented- by him lince) fo( 
when it ftands as he will have it now by his fecond 
edition, " civil polity is variable, but not at any time, or 
by any undertakers," it will refult upon him, belike then 
at fame time, and by fome undertakers it may. And fo 
he goes on miucing the matter, till he meets with fome- 
thing in fir Francis Bacon ; then he takes heart again, 
and holds his major at large. But by and by, as foon as 
the fliadow of fir Francis hath left him, he falls off agaia 
warping, and warping, till he come to contradiS himfelf 
in diameter; and denies flaUy thaj; it is "either variable 
or arbitrary, being once fettled." Which third fhift is 
no Icis a piece of laughter : for, before the polity was 
fettled, bow could it be variable, whenas it was no poUty 
at all, but either an anarchy or a tyranny f That limi- 
tation therefore, of afler-fettling, is a mere tautology. So 
that, in fine, his former afiTertioa is now recanted, and 
" civil polity is neither variable nor arbitrary." 



Whatever elfe may perfuade me, that this confiitatioa. 
was not made without fome aififtance or advice of the 
ReiQonfirant, yet in this eighth fedlion that his hand was ' 
not greatly intermixed, I can eafily believe. For it begins 
with this furraife, that "not having to accufe the Re- 
iDoqitrant to the king, I do it to the parliament ;" whicii 
conceit of the man clearly fliovea the king out of t^e 
parliament, and makes two bodies of one. Whereas the 
ReuKHiftrant) in the epifile to his lafi; " Short AnfwCT," 
R 3 gives 
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gives his fuppofal, "that they cannot be fevered in the 
rights of their feveral concernments." Mark, readers, 
if they cannot be fevered in what is feveral (which calls 
a bull's eye to go yoke with the toothlefs fatires) how 
fhould they be fevered in their common concernments, 
the welfare of the land, by due accufation of fuch as arc 
the common grievances, among which I took the Rc- 
monftrant to be one \ And thereftire if I acciifed him 
to the parliament, it was the fame as to accufe him to 
the king. Next he cafts it into the difh of I know riot 
■whom, " that they flatter fome of the houfe, and libd 
others whofe confciences made them vote contrary to 
fome proceedings." Thofe fome proceedings can be 
underftood of nothing clfe but the deputy's execution. 
And can this private concodtor of malecontent, at the 
very inftant when 'he pretends to extol the parliament, 
afford thus to blur over, rather than to mention, that 
public triumph of their juftice and conflancy, fo high, 
fo glorious, ib reviving to the fainted commonwealth, 
with fuch a fufpicious and murmuring expreffion as to 
call it fome proceedings ? And yet immediately he Mi 
to glofling, as if he were the only man that rejoiced at 
thefe times. But I fliall difcover to ye, readers, that thb 
hispraifing of them is as full of nonfenfe and fcholaftic 
foppery, as his meaning he himfelf difcovers to be full 
of clofe malignity. His firft encomium is, " that the fun 
Jooks not upon a braver, nobler convocation than is that 

■of king, peers, and commons." One thing I beg of yc, 
readers, as ye bear any zeal to learning, to elegance, and 
that which is called decorum in the writing of praife, 
efpecially on fuch a noble argument, ye would not be 
offended, though I rate this cloiftered lubber according 

■lo his dcferts. Where didft thou learn to be foaguifh,fo 
pusillanimous, thou lofel bachelor of art, as againft all 
cuflom and ufe of fpeech to term the high and fovercipi 
court of parliament, a convocation ? Was this the flower 
of all the fynonimas and voluminous papers, whofe IkII 
foliofi are predefiined to no better end than to make wind- 

- ingflieets in lent for pilchers ? Couldft thou prefume thus 
with one word's fpeaking to clap as it were under hatches 
the king with all bis peers and gentry into fquare caps and 

monkifii 
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monkifli hoods ? How well doll thou now appear tb be 
a chip of the old block, that could find " Bridge ftreet 
and alehoufes in Heaven ?" Why didft thou not, to be 
■his perfeft imitator, liken the king to the viccchancellor, 
and the lords, to the dodlors ? Nt-ither is this an indig* 
nity only but a reproach, to call that inviolable refidence 
of juftice and liberty, by fuch an odious name as now a 
" convocation" is become, which would be nothing in- 
jured, though it were ftyled the houfe of bondage, whcre- 
out fo many cruel talks, fo many unjuft burdens have 
been laden upon the bruifed confciences of fo many 
chrifiians throughout the land. But which of thofe 
worthy deeds, whereof we and our pofterity muft confefa 
this parliament to have doile fo many and fo noble, which 
of thofe memorable a(fts comes firft into his praifes ? 
None of all, not one. What will he then praife them 
for? Not for any thing doing, but for deferring to do, 
■for deferring to chaftife his lewd and infolent comprlefta; 
not that they have deferred all, but that he hopes they 
will remit what is yet behind. For the reft of his oratory 
that follows, fo juft is it in the language of ftall epiftle 
nonfenfe, that if he who made it can underftand it, I 
deny not but that he may deferve for his pains a caft 
doublet. When a man would look he Ihould vent fome- 
thing of his own, as ever in a fet fpecch the manner is 
with him that knows any thing, he, left we Ihould not 
take notice enough of his barren ftupidity, declares it by 
alphabet, and refers us to odd remnants in his topics. 
Nor yet content .with the wonted room of his margin, 
but he muft cut out large docks and creeks into his test, 
to unlade the foolifh frigate of his unfeafonable authori- 
ties, not therewith to praife the parliament, but to tell 
them what he would have them do. What elfe there is, 
fee jumbles together in fuch a lofl: conftruAion, as -no 
roan, either lettered or unlettered, will be able to piece 
«p. I Ihall fpare to tranfcribe him, but if I do him 
wrong let me be fo dealt with. 

Now although it be a digreffion from the cnfuing 

•Dattcr, yet becaufe it Ihall not be faid I am apter to 

blame others than to make trial myfelf, and that I may 

after this har]h difcord touch upon a fmocrther firing 

R 4. awhile 
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awhile to entertain myfelf and him that lift, with fome 
more pleafing fit, and not the leaft to teftiiy the grati- 
tude which I owe to thofc public benefactors of their 
country, for the fhare I enpy in the common peace and 
good by their inceffant labours ; I Ihall be fo trouble- 
ionie to this declairaer for once, as to fhow him what he 
might have better faid. in (heir praife : wherein I muft 
mention only fome few things of many, for more than 
that to a digrcflion may not be granted. Although cer- 
tainly iheir adiions are worthy not thus to be fpoken of 
by the way, yet if hereafter it befall me to attempt fome- 
thing more anfvverable to their great merits, I percdve 
how hopelefs it will be to reach the height of their 
praifes at the accompUfliment of that expeiftation that 
waits upon their noble deeds, the uniinifhing whereof 
already furpaffes what others before them have left en- 
at5ied with their utmoft performance thi^ough rnany ages. 
And to the end we may be confident that what they do, 
proceeds neither from unccriain opinion, nor fuddcn 
counfclsj but from mature wifdom, deliberate virtue, and 
dear affedion to the public good ; I fhall begin at that 
which made them likelieft in the eyes of good men to 
effeiS thofe things for the recovery of decayed religiffli 
and the commonwealth, which they who were heft 
minded had long wifhed for, but few, as the times thea 
were defperate, had the courage to hope for. Firft, there- 
fore, the moft of them being either of ancient and higi 
nobility, or at leaft of known and well reputed anceflry, 
which is a great advantage towards virtue one way, but 
in refpcift of wealth, eafe, and flattery, which accompany 
a nice and tender education, is as much a hindrance 
another way ; the good which lay before them tbey 
took, in imitating the worthieft of their progenitors; 
^od the evi! which aflaulted their younger years by the 
temptation of riches, high birth, and that ufual bringii^ 
up, perhaps too favourable and too remifs, through the 
ftrength of an inbred goodnefs, and with the help of 
divine grace, that had rparkcd them out for no mean 
pm-pwfes, they nobly overcame. Yet had they a ^^ter 
dagger to cope with ; for, being trained up in the know- 
ledge of learning, and fent to thofe places which wei? 

intended 
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iDteoded to be the feed plots of piety and the liberal arb, 
bat were become the nurferies of fuperftition and empty 
fpeculation, as they were profperous ^ainft thofe vices 
which grow tipon youth out of idlenefs and fuperfluity, 
fo were they happy in workiog off the harms of their 
abafed iludies and labours ; correcting hj the cleamefs 
of lh(^r own judgment the erroars of their miliDftrudtion, 
and were, as David was, wifer than tbeir teachers. And 
although their lot fell into fuch times, aiKl to be bred in 
fuch places, where if they chanced to be taught any thing 
good or of their own accord had Icamt it, they might 
fee that prefently untaught them by the cnftom and ill 
example of their elders; fo for in all probability was their 
youth from being milled by the fingle power of example, 
as their riper years were known to be unmoved with the 
baits of prefemjent, and undaunred for any difcourage- 
raent and terrour which appeared often to tht^e that loved 
religion and their native liberty ; which two things God 
hath infeparably knit together, and hath difclofed ta u^ 
that they who feek to corrupt our reUgion, are the iame 
that would enthral our civil liberty. Thus in the midft 
of all diladvantages and difrefpe^ (fome alfo at laft not 
without imprifonment and open difgraces in the caufc 
of their country) having given procrf of themfelves to be 
better made and framed by nature to the love and prac- 
tice of virtue, than othera under the holieft precepts and 
bcft examples have been headftrong and prone to vice ; 
and having in all the trials of a firm ingrafted honefly 
not. oftener buckled in the conflift than' given every 
oppofition the foil ; this moreover was added by favour 
from Heaven, as an ornament and happinefs to their 
virtue, that it (hould be neither obfcure in the opinion 
of men, nor eclipfed for want of matter equal to illuftrate 
itfclf J God and man confenting in joint approbation to 
choofc them out as wprthieft above others to be both the 
great reformers of the church, and the rcftorers of the 
commonwealth. Nor did they deceive that expedlation 
which with the eyes and defires of their country was 
fixed upon them ; for no fooner did the force of fo much 
united excellence meet in one globe of brightnefs and 
efficacy, but encountering the dazzled refiftance of 
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tyranny, they gave not over, though their enemies were 
ftrong and fubtte, till they had laid her groveling upon 
the fatal block ; with one ftroke winning again our loft 
libertieg and charters, which our forefathers after fo many 
battles could fcarcc nmintain. And meeting next, as ( 
may fo referable, with the fecond life of tyranny (for Ae 
was grown an ambiguous raoniler, and to be ilain in two 
Ihapes) guarded with fuperftition, which hath no finall 
power to captivate the minds of men otberwife moft wife, 
they neither were taken with her mitred hypocrify, nor 
terrified with the pufh of her bcftial horns, but breaking 
them, immediately forced her to unbend the pontilic^ 
brow, and recoil ; which repulfe only given to the pre- 
lates (that we may imagine how happy their renwval 
would be) was the producement of fuch glorious efefl* 
and cbnfequences in the church, that if I Ihould compare 
them with thofe exploits of higheft fame in poems and 
panegyrics of old, I am cotain it would but diminifli 
and impair their worth, who are now my ailment ■, for 
thofe ancient worthies delivered men from fuch tyrants 
as were content to inforce only an outward obedience, 
letting the mind be as free as it could ; but thefe have 
freed as from a do^rine of tyranny, that offered violence 
and corruption even to the inward perfuafion. They fet 
at liberty nations and cities of men good and bad mixed 
together; but thefe opening the prifons and dungeons, 
called out of darknefs and bonds the eledt martyrs and 
witneffes of their Redeemer. They reftored the body fo 
cafe and wealth ; but thefe, the opprefled confcienceto 
that freedom which is the chief prerogative of thegofpel; 
taking off thofe cruel burdens impofed not by necefity, 
as other tyrants are wont for the fiifeguard of their lives, 
hut laid upon our necks by the ilrange wilfulncfs and 
wantonnefs of a needlefs and jolly perfecutor called'In- 
difference. Laftly, fome of thofe ancient deliverershavc 
had immortal praifes for preferving their citizens from a 
famine of corn. But thefe, by this only repulfe of an u»- 
h(^y hierarchy, almoJl in a moment replcnifhed with fav- 
jng knowledge their country nigh famiihed for want ofthat 
which fhould feed their fouls. All this being done while 
two armies in the field 0ood gazing on^ theone in rever- 
r ! *^"" 
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I ence of fuch noblenefs quietly gave back and diflodgcd; 

j the other, fpight of the unrulinefs, and doubted fidelity 
in feme regiments, was either perfuaded or compelled to 

I difband and retire home. With fiich a majefty had their 

i wifdom begirt itfelf, that whereas others had levied war 
(0 fabdue a nation that fought for peace, they fitting here 
in peace, could fo many miles extend the force of theit 
fingle words, as to overawe the diflblute ftoutncfs of an 
armed power fecretly ftirred up and almoft hired againft 
them. And having by a folemn proteftation vowed 
thetnfelves and the kingdom anew to God and his fer- 
. vice, and by a prudent forcfight above what their fathers 
thought on, prevented the diflblution and fruftrating of 
their deligDs by an untimely breaking up ; notwithftand- 
ing all the treafonous plots againil them, all the rumours 
either of rebellion or invafion, they have not been yet 
brought to change their conftantrefolution, everto think 
fearlefsly of their own fafeties, and hopefully of the com- 
monwealth : which hath gained them fuch an admiration 
from all good men, that now they hear it as their ordi- 
nary furname, to be faluted the fathers of their country, 
and nt as gods among daily petitions and public thanks 
fiowing in upon them. Which doth fo little yet exalt 
them in their own thoughts, that, with all gentle affability 
and courteous acceptance, they both receive and return 
that tribute of thanks which is tendered them ; teftifying 
Ihcir zeal and defire to fpend themfelves as it were piece- 
meal upon the grievances and wrongs of their diftreficd 
nation ; infomuch that the meaneft artifans and labour- 
ers, at other times alfo women, and oflen the younger 
fort of fervants afTembling with their complaints, and that 
fometimes in a lefs humble guife than for petitioner*, 
have gone with confidence, that neither their meannefs 
would be rejefled, nor their fimplicity contemned ; nor 
yet their urgency difiafled either by the dignity, wifdom, 
or moderation of that fuprcme fenate ; nor did they de- 
part unfatisfied. And indeed, if we confider the general 
cpncourfe of fuppliants, the fi^e and ready admittance, 
the willing and fpeedy redrefs in what is poffible, it will 
notfcem much othcrwife, than as if fbme divine commif- 
fion from Heaven were defcendcd to take into hearing 

ana 
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and commiferation the long remedilefs affliAions of tku 
tingdom; were it not that none more thaa themfelvcs 
labour to remo?e aiid divert fuch thoughts, left men 
fliould place too much confidence ia their perlbns, ftiil 
referring us ai>d our prayers to him that can grant all, and 
appointmg the monthly return of public fafts and fuppli- 
cations. Therefore the more they feek to humble them- 
felvcs, the more docs God, by manifeft figns and teftimo- 
liies, vifibly honour their proceedings ; and lets them tf 
the mediators of this his covenant, which he offers us to 
renew. Wicked men daily confpire their hurt, and it 
comes to nothing ; rebellion rages in our Irifti province, 
but, with raiiacmous and lofslcfs vidtories of few ag^inft 
many, is daily difcomfited and broken ; if we neglect not 
this early pledge of God's inclining towards us, by the 
ilacknefs of our needful aids. And whereas at other 
times we count it ample honour when God vouchlafcs 
to make man the inftrument and fuboi*dinate worker of 
his gracious will, fuch acceptation have their- prayers 
found with him, that to them he hath been pleafcd to 
make bimfelf the agent, and immediate performer d 
their defires; diffolving their diificukies when they are 
thought inexplicable, cutting out ways for them where 
no paflage could be feen ; as who is there fo regardlefs of 
divine Vrovidence, that from late occurrences will not 
confefe ? If therefore it be fo high a giace when mcH 
are preferred to be but the inferior officers of good thingB 
from God, what is it when God himfelf condefcends, and 
works with his own hands to fulfil the requefis of men 1 
Which. I leave with them as the greateft praife that cau 
belong to human nature : not that we fliould think they 
are at the end of their glorious progrefs, but that they 
'will go on to ibllow his- Almighty leadiogi who feems 
to have thus covenanted with them ; that if the will and 
the endeavour fhnll be theirs, the performance and the 
'perfedling ihall be his. Whence only it is that I have 
not feared, though many wife men have mifcarried in 
prailing great defigns befoie the utmofi eveijt, becaufe I 
fee who is their affiftant, who is their confederate, who 
h»th engaged his omnipotent arm to fupport and crown 
■with fuccefs their faithj their fortitude, their juft and 
magnanimous 
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tnagnanimous atSions, lill he have brought to pafs all 
(hat expedted good, which, his fcn-ants truft, is in hii 
Ihoughts to bring upon this land in the full. and perfc^ 
reformation of his church. 

Thus far i have digrefled, readers, from my former 
fubjefl; but into fuch a path, as I doubt not ye will 
agree with me, to be much fairer and more delightful 
than the roadway 1 was in. And how to break off fud- 
denly intM thofe jarring notes which this .confuter hatb 
let me, I mtift be wary, unlefs I can provide againft of- 
fending the ear, as fome nmficians are wont fkilfiilly to 
fell out of one key into another, without breach of har- 
mony. By good luck therefore his ninth feftion is fpent 
' in mournful elegy, certain paffionatefoliloquies ; and two 
*hole pages of interrogatories that praife the Remon^rant 
cveo to the fonneting of " his frefli cheeks, quick eyes, 
round tongue, agil hand, and nimble invention." 

In his tenth fetftion he will needs ereiS figures, and 
tell fortunes ; " I am no bifhop," he fays, " I was never 
bom to it.'" JjCt me tdl therefore this wirard, fince he 
calculates fo right, that he may know there be in the 
world, ft-nd I among thofe, who nothing admire his idol 
abifliopric; and bold that it wants fo much to be a 
blejEng, as that I rather deem it the mereft, the falfcft, 
the moft unfortunate gift of fortune. And were the 
punifliment and mifery of being a prelate bilhop termi- 
nated cmly in the perfon, and did not extend to the affiic- 
lion of the whole diocefe, if I would wifli any thing in 
the bittemefs of foul to mine enemy, I would wi(h him 
the biggeft and fatteft bifttopric. But he proceeds ; and 
the familiar belike informs him, that "a rich widow, or 
a leSure, or both, would content me ;" whereby 1 per- 
ceive bipi to be more ignorant in his art of divining thaa 
any gipfy. For this I cannot omit without ingratitude 
to that Providence above, who hath ever bred me up "in 
plenty, although my life hath not been unexpenfive in 
learning, and voya^ng about ; fo long as it fliall pleafe 
him to lend me what he hath hitherto thought good, 
which is enough to fa-ve me in all honeft and liberal 
occafions, and Ibmething over befides, I were unthankful 
to that highefi bounty, if I lliould make tnyfelf fo poor. 



254 jin Apology for Sme£iymnuus.. 

as to folicit needlly any fuch kind of rich hopes as this 
fortuneteller dreams Of. And that he may further learn 
how his aftrology is wide all the houfes of Heaven in 
fpelling marriages, I care not if I tell him thus much 
profcfledly, though it be the lofing of my rich hopes, 
as he calls them, that I think with them who, both io 
prudence and elegance of fpirit, would choofe a vir^n 
of mean fortunes honeftiy bred, before the wealthieft 
widow. The fiend therefore, that told our Chaldean 
the contrary, was a lying fiend- Hi8 next venom he 
utters againft a prayer, which he found in the AnJmad- 
verfione, angry it feems to find any prayers but in the 
fervicebook; he diflikes it, and I therefore like .it the 
better. "It was theatrical," hefaysi and yet it confift- 
ed moft of fcripture language ; it had no rubric to be 
fung in an antic cope upon the ftage of a high altar. "It 
was bigmouthed," he fays ; no marvel, if it were fiamed 
as the voice of three kingdoms ; neither was it a prayer 
fo much as a hymn in profe, frequent both in the pro- 
phets, and in human authors ; therefore the ftyle was 
greater than for an ordinary prayer. " It was an aftoniih- 
ing prayer." I thank him for that confeffion, fo it was 
intended to adound and to aftonilh the guilty prelates; 
and this confuter confefTes, that with him it wrought 
that efFe£t. But in that which follows, he does not play 
the foothfayer, but the diabolic flanderer of prayers, "ft 
was made," he fays, " not fo much to pleafe God, or to 
benefit the weal public," (how dares the viper' juc^c 
that ?) "but to intimate," faith he, " your good abilities 
to her that is'your rich hopes, your Maronilla." How 
hard is it when a man meets with a fool, to keep bis 
tongue from folly I That were miferable indeed to be 
a courtier of Maronilla, and withal of fuch a haplefsin- 
Tention, as that no way ihould be left me to prefent my 
meaning, but to make myfelf a canting probationer of 
orifons. The Remonftrant, when he was as young as I, 
could 

" Teach each hollow grove to found his love. 
Wearying echo with oue cbangeldi word." 

Toothlcfi Sitiiet. 

n,<,N,.r,..,.Gi)Oi;Ic Aod 
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And To he well might, and all his auditory befidcs 
with hia " teach each." 

" Whelher To me lift my lovelj thoughts to fin^. 
Come dance yt oimble dryads by my fide. 
Whiles I report my fortune* or my loves." 

Toothless Satires. 

Delicious ! he had that whole bevy at command whe- 
ther in morrice or at maypole ; whilft I by this figure- 
cafter miift be imagined in fuch diftrefs as to fue to 
Maronilla, and yet left fo impoveriihed of what to fay, 
as to turn my liturgy into my lady's pfalter. Believe it, 
graduate, I am not altogether fo ruftic, and nothing fo 
irreligious, but as far diftant from a ledurer, as the 
inerett laic, for any confecrating hand of a prelate that 
Ihall ever touch me. Yet I fhall not decline the roor% 
for that, to fpeak my opinion in the controvcrfy next 
moved, " whether the people may be allowed for com- 
petent judges of a miniiler's ability." For how elfe can 
be fulfilled that which God hath promifed, to pour out 
fuch abundance of knowledge upon all forts of men 
in the times of the gofpel ? How ftiould the people ex-. 
amine the do^rine which is taught them, as Chrift and 
his apoftles continually bid them do ? How fhould they 
"difcem and beware of falfe prophets, and try every 
fpirit," if they muft be thought unfit to judge of the mi- 
nifter's abilities ? The apoftles ever laboured to perfuade 
the chriftian flock, that they '• were called in Chriil to alt 
perfeiftnefs of fpiritual knowledge, and full aflTurancc 
ofunderftanding in the myftery ofGrod." But the non- 
refident and plurality-gaping prelates, the gulfs and 
whirlpools of benefices, but the dry pits of all found 
doflrine, that they may the better preach what they lift 
to their flicep, are ftill poffefling them that they are 
flieep indeed, without judgment, without underftandjng, 
'' the very beafls of mount Sinai," as this confuter calls 
them ; which words of theirs may ferve to condemn them 
out of their own mouths, and to fhow the grofs contra- 
rieties that are in their opinions : for while none think 
the people fo void of knowledge as the prelates think 
them, none are fo backward and malignant as they to 
beftow knowledge upon them ; both by fupprefEng the 

frequency 
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frequency of fermoDS, and the printed explanations of 
the Engliili Bible. No marvel if the people tarn beafls, 
when their teachers themfelves, as Ifaiah calls them, "are 
dumb and greedy dogs, that can never have enough, 
ignorant, blind, and cannot underfland ; who while 
they all locjt. their own way, every one for his gain from 
his quarter," how many parts of the land are fed with 
windy cerenKMiics inftead of finceremilk; and while 
one prelate enjoys the nouriJhment and right of twenty 
miniiters, how many wafte places are left as dark as 
" Galilee of the gentiles, fitting in the region and fliay 
dow of death," without preaching miniflcr, without 
light. So little care they of beafts to make thera men, 
that by their forcerous dodrine, of formalities, they take 
the way to transibmi them out of chrifiian tnea into 
judaJzing beafts. Had they but taught the land, or fuf* 
fered it to be taught, as Chrift would it fhould have been 
in all plenteous difpeniation of the word, then the poor 
mechanic might have fo accuftomed his car to good 
teaching, as to have diCcemcd between faithful teacfaen 
wid falfe. But bow, with a moft inhuman cruelty, they 
-who have put out the peoples eyes, refaoach them of 
their blindnefs ; juft as the pharifees their true fathers 
were wont, who could not endure, that the people fhould 
be thought competent judges of Chrift's do^rine, al- 
though we know they judged far better than thofe great 
rabbles: yet " this people," (aid they, " that knowa not 
the law is accurfed." We need not the authority of 
Pliny brought to tell us, the people cannot judge of i 
zninifter: yet that hurts not. For as none can judgetrf 
a painter, or Hatuar}', but be who is an artili, th^t is, 
either in the practice or theory, which is often feparated 
from the practice, and judges learnedly without it; fo 
none can judge of a chriflian teacher, but he who hath 
cither the practice, or the knowledge of chriftian reli- 
gion, though not fo artfully digefted in him. And whfl 
almoft of the meanefl: chriflians hath not l>eard the fcrip- 
tures often read from his childhood, befides fo HMoy 
fermons and le<ftiire8 mcM^ in number than any ftudent 
hath hcard'in philofophy, whereby he may eanly altaia 
to know when he is wifely taught, and when weakly? 

wbcTMlf 
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whereof three ways I remember are fet dawn in fcrlpture j 
the one is to read often that beft of books written to this 
pnrpofe, that not the wife only, but the fimple and igno- 
; rant, may learn by them ; the other way to know of a 
miniiler is, by the life he leads, whereof the meaneft un- 
derftanding may be apprehenfive. The laft way to judge 
aright in this point is, when he who judges, lives a 
diriftian life himfelf. Which of thefe three will thtf 
ccmfliter aihrm to exceed the capacity of a plain artizan? 
And what reafon then is there left, wherefore he fliould 
be denied his voice in the eleiStion of his minifter, as not 
thought a competent difcerner ? It is but arrogance 
therefore, and the pride of a metaphyfical fume, to think 
that " the mutinous rabble" (for fo he calls the chriflian 
congregation) " would be fo miftaken in a clerk of the 
univerfity," that were to be their minifter, I doubt me 
Ihofe clerks, that think fo, are more miftaken in them- 
feives; and what with truanting and debauchery, what 
with felfe grounds and the weaknefs of natural faculties 
in many of them (it being a maxim in feme men to fend, 
the fimpleft of their fons thither), perhaps therewould be 
found among them as many unfohd and corrupted judg- 
ments both in doftrine and life, as in any other two cor- 
porations of like bignefs. This is undoubted, that if any 
carpenter, fraith, or weaver, wereXuch a bungler in his 
trade, as the greater number of them are in their profef- 
fion, he would fiarve for any cuftom. And Ihould he 
exercife his manufa(9:ure as little as they do their talents, 
he would forget his art ; and ftiould he miftake his tools 
as they do theira, he would mar all the work he took in 
hand. How few among them that know to write, oc 
fpeak in a pure flyie ; much lefs to diftingnifli the ideas, 
and various kinds of ftyle; in Latin barbaroiM, and oAf 
not without folecifms, declaiming in rugged and mifcel-*, 
laneous gear blown together by the four winds, and in 
their choice preferring the gay ranknefs of Apuleius, 
Arnobius, or any modem fuftianift, before the native 
liatinifms of Cicero, In the Greek tongue moft of thefll 
unlettered, or "unentered toany found proficiency in thof© 
attic matters, of moral wifdom and eloquence.' In th« 
Hebrew, text, which is fo neceflaryto be underftood. 
Vol. i. S except 
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except it be fome few of them, their lips are ntterfy 
uncircumcifed. No lefs are they out of the way in phi- 
lofophy, peftering their heads with the faplefs dotages 
of old Paris and Salamanca. And that which is the 
main point, in their fermons affeiSing the comments aiid 
poltils of friars and jefuitSj but fcorning and flighting the 
reformed writers; infomuch that the better fort among 
thctn will confefc it a rare matter to hear a true edifying 
fermon in either of their great churches ; and that fuch 
as are moft hummed and applauded there, would fcaicely 
he fuflFered' the fecond hearing in a grave congregatioD 
of pious chriftians. Is there caufe why thefe men fliould 
overwean, and be fo queafy of the rude multitude, left 
their deep worth Ihould be undervalued for want of 6t 
umpires ? No, my matriculated confutant, there will 
not want in any congregation of this ifland, that hath not 
been altogether famifhed or wholly perverted with pre- 
iatifli leaven ; there will not want divers plain and folid 
men, that have learned by the experience of a good con- 
fcience, what it is to be well taught, who will foon loot. 
through and through both the lofty nakednefs of your 
latinizing barbarian, and the finical goofcry of your neat 
fennon a£tor. And fo I leave you and your fellow 
"ftars;" as you term theni, "of either horizon," mean- 
ing I fuppofe either hemifphere, unlefs you will be ridi- 
culous in your aftronomy : for the rational horizon in 
heaven is but one, and the fenfible horizons in earth are 
innumerable; fo that your allufion was as erroneous as 
yourfiars. But that you did well to prognofticate them 
al! at loweft in the horizon; that is, either feeraing big- 
ger than they are through the mift and vapour which 
they raifei or elfe finking and wafted to the InufF in their 
wellern focket. 



His eleventh feftion intends I krtow not what, onlcft 
to clog us with the relidue of his phlegmatic floth, dif- 
cuffing with a heavy pulfe the ** expedience of fct 
forms;" which no queftion but to fome, and for fome 
time may be permitted, and perhaps there may be ufc- 
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fuily fet forth by the church a common diredlory of 
public prayer, cfpecially in the aclminiftration of the 
facraments. But that it fhould therefore be enforced 
where both minifler and people profefs to have no need, ' 
but to be fcandalized by it, that, I hope, every fenfible 
chriftian will deny : and the reafons of fuch denial the 
confuter himfelf, as his bounty ftill is to his adverfary,' 
will give us out of his affirmation. * Firft, faith he» 
"God in his providence hath chofen fome to teach 
others, and pray for others, as minifters and paftors." 
Whence I gather, that however the faculty of others 
may be, yet that they whom God hath fet apart to his 
miniftry, are by him endued with an ability of prayer; 
becaufe their oiSce is to pray for others, and not to be 
the lip-working deacons of other men's appointed words. 
Nor is it eafily credible, tjiat he who can preach well, 
ftiould be unable to pray well ; whenas it is indeed the 
fame ability to fpeak affirmatively, or doiftrinally, and 
only by changing the mood, to fpeak prayingly. In vain 
therefore do they' pretend to want utterance in prayer, 
who can find utterance to preach. And if prayer be the 
gift of the fpirit, why do they admit thofe to the miniftry, 
who want a main gift of their fundlton, and prefcribe 
gifted men to ufe that which is the remedy of another 
man's want ; fetting them their talks to read, whom the 
fpirit of God ftands ready to affift in his ordinance whh 
the gift of free conceptions? What if it be granted to 
the infirmity of fome miniflers (though fuch feem rather 
to be half minifters) to help themfelves with a fet form, 
ftiall it therefore be urged upon the plenteous graces of 
others ? And let it be granted to fome people while they 
are babes, in chriftian gifts, were it not better to take it 
awayfoon after, as we do loitering books, and inter- 
lineary tranflations from children ; to ftir up and exercife 
that portion of the fpirit which is in them, and not im» 
|K)fe it upon congregations who not only deny to need 
It, but as a thing troublefome and offenfive, i-efufe it ? 
Another reafon which he brings for liturgy, is " ttfe pre- 
ferving of order, unity, and piety ;" and the fame fliall be 
niy reafon againft liturgy. For I, readers, fhall always 
be of this opinion, that obedience to the fpirit of God, 
S a rathec 
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rather tban to ihe fair feeaung pretences of men, is the 
beft and naoft dutiful order that a chriftiao can obfetrc. 
If the fpirit of God manifeft the gift of prayer in his mi- 
nifter, what more feemly order in the congregaticm, 
than to go along with that man in our devoutt:ft affec- 
tions ? For him to abridge himfeJf by reading, and to 
foreftall himfelf in thofe petitions, which he rouft either 
omit, or vainly repeat, when he comes into the pulpit 
under a fhow of order, is the greateft diforder. Nor is 
unity lefs broken, efpecially by our liturgy, though this 
author "would almoft bring the communion of faints to a 
communion of liturgical words. F6r what other re- 
formed church holds communion with us by our liturgy, 
and does not rather difliite it ? And among ourfelves, 
who knows it not to have been a perpetual caufe of dif- 
union ? 

Laftly, it hinders piety rather than fets it fdrward, 
being more apt to weaken the fpiritual faculties, if the 
people be not weaned from it in due time ; as the daily 
pouring in of hot waters quenches the natural heat For : 
not only the body and the mind, but alfo the improve- 
ment of God's fpirit, is quickened by ufing. "Whereas : 
they who will ever adhere to liturgy, bring themfelres 
in the end to fuch a pafs by overmuch leaning, as to , 
lofe even the legs of their devotion. Thefe inconvenien- 
cies and dangers follow the compelling of fet forms : but 
that the toleration of the EngliJh liturgy, now in ufe is 
more dangerous than the compelling of any other, which 
the reformed churches ufe, thefe reafons following may 
evince. To contend that it is fantaftiqal, if not fenfejefs 
in fome places, were a copious argument, efpecially in 
the Refponfories. For fuch alternations as are there ufed 
muft be by feveral perfons; but the mjnifter and the 
people cannot fo fever their interefts, as to fuftain feveral ' 
perfons ; he being the only mouth of the whole body 
which he prefents. And if the people pray, he being 
■ filent, or theyalk any one thing, and he another, it eithef 
changes the property, making the prieft the people, and 
the people the prieft, by turns, or elfe makes two perfons 
and two bodies reprefentative where there ihoiild be but 
one. Which, if itbe nought elfe, muftneedsbeaftrange 

quEuntnels ' 
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quabtnefs in ordinary prayer. The like, or woife, may 
be Taid of the litany, wherein neither prieft nor people 
fpeak any intire I'enfe of themfelves throughout the 
■whole, I know not what to name it ; only by the timely 
contribution of their parted flakes, clofing up as it were 
the fchifm of a fliced prayer, they praj' not in vain, fiar 
by this means they keep life between them in a piece of 
gafping fenfe, and keep down the faucinefs of a conti- 
nual rebounding nonfenfe. And hence it is, that as it hath 
been far from the imitation of any warranted prayer, fo 
we all know it hath been obvious to be the pattern of 
many a jig. And he who hath but read in good books 
of devotion and no more, cannot be fo either of ear or 
judgment unpraflifed to diftinguifh what is grave, pa- 
thetical, devout, and what not, but will prefently perceive 
this liturgy all over in conception lean and dry, of aifec- 
tions empty and unmoving, of paflion, or any height 
whereto the foul might foar upon the wings of zeal, 
deftitute and barren ; befides errours, tautologies, impcr- 
tinenciesj as thofe thanks in the woman's churching for 
her delivery from funbuming and moonblafting, as if 
flie had been travailing not in her bed, but in the deferts 
of Arabia. So that while fome men ceafe not to admire 
the incomparable frame of our liturgy, I cannot but ad- 
mire as faft what they think is become of judgment and 
tafte in other men, that they can hope to be heard with- 
out laughter. And if this were all, perhaps it were a 
compilable matter. But when we remember this our 
lilurgy where we found it, whence we had it, and yet 
where we left it, ftill ferving to all the abominations of 
the antichriftian temple, it may be wondered how we 
Can demur whether it fhould be done away or no, and 
not rather fear we have highly 'offended in ufing it fo 
long. It hath indeed been pretended to be more ancient 
than the mafs, but fo little proved, that whereas other 
corrupt liturgies have had withal fuch a fceming anti- 
quity, as that their publifliers have ventured to afcribe 
them with their worft corruptions either to St. Peter, 
St. James, St. Mark, or at leaft to Chryfoftom or Bafil, 
ours hath been never able to find either age or author 
allowable, on whom to father thofe things therein which . 
S3 , - are, 
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are leafl: offenfive, except the two creeds, for Te Deum 
hasafmatch in it of Limbus Patrum : as ifChrid had 
not ** opened the kingdom of Heaven" before he had 
"overcome the iharpnefs of death." So that haviog re- 
ceived it from the papal chiirch as an original crealure, 
for aught can be fliown to the contrary, formed and 
falhioncd by workmafters ill to be trulled, we may be 
affured that if God loathe the beft of an idolater's prayer, 
much more the conceited fangle of his prayer. This 
confuter himfelf confdles that a community of the lame 
fet form in prayers, is that which "makes church and 
.church truly one -," we then uling a liturgy far more like 
to the mafs book tlian to any proteftant fet form, by his 
jown words muft have more communion with the Rom- 
iih church, than with any of the reformed. How can 
we then not partake >vith them the curfe and vengeance 
of their fuperftition, to whom we come fo near in the 
fame fet form and drefs of our devotion ? Do we think 
to fift the matter finer than we are fure God in his jea- 
Ipufy will, who detefted both the gold and the fpoilof 
idolatrous cities, and forbid the eating of things offered 
to idols? Are we flrongerthan he, to brook that which 
his heart cannot brook ? It is not furely becaufe we 
think that prayers are no where to be had but at Rome? 
That were a foul fcorn apd indignity call upon all the 
reformed churches, and our own : if we imagine that all 
the godly minifters of England are not able to newmould 
a better and more pious liturgy than this which was 
conceived and infanted by an idolatrous mother, how 
bafely were that to elieem of God's fpipt, and all the holy 
bleflings and privileges of a true church above a falfe? 
Hark ye, prelales, is this your glorious mother of England, 
who, whenas Chrift hath taught her to pray, thinks it 
not enough unlefs ihe add thereto the teaching of Anti- 
chrift ? How can we believe ye would refufe to take ibe 
flipend of Home, when ye Iharoe not to live upon the 
^msbaflcet of her prayers? "Will ye perfuade us, that ye 
lean curfe Rome from your hearts, when none but Rome 
inuft teach ye to pray ? Abraham difdained to take fo 
much as a thread or a Ihoelatthet from the Jiing of 
. Sodopj though no foe of his, but a wicked king ; and 
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fhall we receive our prayers at the bounty of our more 
wicked enemies, whofe gifts are no gifts, but the inftru-. 
ments of our bane ? Alas ! that the fpjrit of God ftiould 
blow as an uncertain wind, ihould fo miftake his infpiriug, 
fo mifbeflow his gifls promifed only to the eledl, that the 
idolatrous ihould find words acceptable to prefent God 
with, and abound to their neighbours, while the true 
profefTors of the gofpcl can find nothing of their own 
worth the conftituting, wherewith to worfhip God in 
public! Confider if this be to magnify the church of 
England, and not rather to difplay her nakednefs to all 
the world. Like therefore as the retaining of this Rom- 
i(h liturgy is a provocation to God, and a difhonour to 
our church, fo is it by thofc ceremonies, thofe purifyings 
and offerings at the altar, a pollution and difturbance to 
the gofpel itfelf ; and a kind of driving us with the fool- 
i(h Galatians to another gofpel; For that which the 
Apoftles taught hath freed us in religion from the ordi- 
nances of men, and commands that " burdens be not 
laid" upon the redeemed of Chrift; though the formalift 
will fay, What, no decency in God's worihip ? Certainly, 
readers, the worfhip of God fingly in itfelf, the very atSt 
of prayer and thankfgiving, with thofe free and unim- 
pofed expreffions which from a fincere heart unbidden 
come into the outward gefture, is the greatefl: decency 
that can be imagined. Which to drefs up and garnifli 
with a devifed bravery aboliftied in tl\e law, and dif- 
claimed by the gofpel, adds nothing but a deformed 
uglinefs ; and hath ever afforded a colourable pretence 
to bring in all thofe traditions and carnalities that are fo 
killing to the power and virtue of the gofpel. What was 
that which made the Jews, figured under the names of 
Aholah and Aholibah, go a whoring after all the hea- 
then's inventions, but that they faw a religion gorgeoufly 
attired, and defirable to the eye ? What was all that the 
falfe doctors of the primitive churijh, and ever fince have 
done, but "to make a fair (how in the flelh," as StPaul's 
Words are ? If we have indeed given a bill of divorce 
to popery and fuperftition, why do we not fey as to a 
divorced wife, Thofe things which are yours take them 
all with you, and they Ihallfwecp after you? Why w<r« 
S 4 not 
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not we thus wife at our parting from Rome ? Ah ! like 
3 crafty aduUerefs ihe forgot not all her fmooth looks and 
enticing words at her parting ; yet keep thefc letters, thefe 
tokens, and thefc few ornaments ; I am not all fo greedy 
of what is mine, let thera preferve with' you the memory 
of what I am ? No, but of what I was, oBce fair and 
lovely in your ejes. Thus did thofe tender-hearted re- 
formers dotingly fufFer themfelves to be overcome with 
harlot's language. And fhe like a witch, but with a con- 
trary policy, did not take fomething of theirs, that flie 
might Hill have power to bewitch them, but for the fame 
intent left fomething of her own behind her. And that 
her whorifli cunning fhould prevail to work upon us her 
deceitful ends, though it be fad to fpcak, yet fuch is our 
blindnefs, that we deferve. For we are deep in dotage. 
We cry out iacrilege and mifdevotion againft thofe who 
in zeal have demolilhcd tlic dens and cages of her un- 
clean wallowings. We ftand for a popiih liturgy as for 
the ark of our covenant. And fo little does it appear 
our prayers are from the heart, that multitudes of us de- 
clare, they know not how to pray bat by rote. Yet they 
can learnedly invent a prayer of their own to the parlia- 
ment, that they may ftili ignorantly read the prayers of 
other men to God. They objedt, that if we muft forfake 
all that is Rome's, we muft bid adieu to our creed ; and 
I had thought our creed had been of the ApoftJea, for fo 
it bears title. But if it be hers, let her take it. We can 
want no creed, fo long as we want not the fcriptures. 
We magnify thofe who, in reforming our church, ha^e 
inconfiderateiy and blamefully peimitted the old leaven 
to remain and four our whole lump. But they were 
martyrs ; true, and he that looks well into the book of 
God's providence, if he read there that God for this their 
negligence and halting brought all that following perfe- 
eution upon this church, and on themfelves, perhaps will 
be found at the lafl day not to have read amifs. 

SECT. XII. 

But now, readers, we have the port within iight j his 
kl^ fcition, which is no deep one, rcmaios only to be 
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forded, and theo the wiflied ihore. And here firft it 
j^eafes him much, that he had defcried me, as he con- 
ceives, to be unread in the councils. Concerning which 
matter it will not be unneceffary to ihape him this an- 
fwer ; that fome years I had fpent in the ftories of thofe 
Greek and Roman exploits, wherein I found many things 
both nobly done, and worthily fpoken ; when coming 
in the method of time to that age wherein the church 
had detained a Chriftian emperor, I fo prepared myfelf, 
M being now to read examples of wifdom and goodnefa 
among thofe who were forcmoft in the church, not elfe- 
wherc to be parallelled ; bat, to the amazement of what 
I eipedted, readers, I found it all quite contrary ; except- 
ing in fome very few, nothing but ambition,' corruption, 
contention, combuftionj infomuch that I could not but 
love the hiilorian Socrates, who, in the proem to his fifth 
book profeffes, " he was fain to intermix affairs of ftate, 
for that it would be elfe an extreme annoyance to hear 
in a continued difcourfe theendlefs brabbles and countcr- 
plottings of the biftiops." Finding, therefore, the moft of 
their actions in fingle to be weak, and yet turbulent'; 
full of ftrife, and yet flat of fpirit j and the fum of their 
bell: councils there coUedled, to be moft commonly in 
queftions either trivial and vain, or clfc of fhort and eafy 
decifion ; without that great buftle which they made j 
I concluded that if their fingle ambition and ignorance 
was fuch, then certainly united in a council it would be 
much more ; and if the compendious recital of what 
they there did was fo tedious and unprofitable, then 
furcly to fet out the whole extent of their tattle in a dozen 
volumes" would be a lofs of time irrecoverable. Befides 
that which I had read of St. Martin, who for his laft fix- 
teen years could never be perfuadcd to be at any' council 
ot the bifhops. And Gregory Nazianzen betook him to 
the fame refolution, affirming to Procopius, " that of any 
council or meeting of bifliops he never faw good end ; 
nor any remedy thereby of evil in the church, but rather 
an jncreafe. For," faith he, " their contentions and de- 
fire of lording no tongue is able to exprefs." I have not 
therefore, I confefs, read more of the councils fave here 
and there ; I fliould be forry to have been fuch a prodigal 
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of my time: bat that wbkh is better, I can affurc iHs 
confuter, 1 have read into them all. And if I want any 
thing yet, I ftiall reply Ibmething toward that which In 
the defence of Muraena was anfwered by Cicero to Sul- 
pitius the lawyer. If ye provoke me (for at no hand elfe 
will I undertake fuch a frivolons labour) I will in three 
months be an expert councilift. For, be not deceived, 
readers, by men that would overawe your ears with 
big names and huge tomes that contradiift and Kpeal 
one another, becaufe they can cram a mai^in with 
citations. Do but winnow their chaff from their wheat, 

Eftall fee their great heap Ihrink and wax thin paft 
lief. From hence he pafles to inquire wherefore I 
ihonld blame the vices of the prelates only, feeing the 
inferiour clergy is known to be as faulty. To which let 
him hear in brief; that thofe priefts whofe vices have 
been notorious, are all prelatical, which argues both the 
■ impiety of thai opinion, and the wicked remiflhefs d 
that government. We hear not of any which are called 
nonconformifts, that have been accufed of fcandaloiu 
living; but are known to be pious or at leaft fober men, 
Which is a great good argument that they are in the 
truth and prelates in the errour. He would be refolved 
next, " What the corruptions of the univcrfilies conceni 
the prelates ?" And to that let him take this, that the Re- 
monftrant having fpoken as if learning would decay with 
the removal of prelates, I ftiowcd him that while bftoks 
were extant and in print, learning' could not readily be ata 
worfe pafs in the univerfitics than it was now under their 
government. Then he feeks to juftify the pernicious 
fcrmons of the clergy, as if they upheld fovereignty; 
whenas all Chriflian fovercignfy is by law, and to no 
other end but to the maintenance of the common good. 
But their dodlrine was plainly the diflblution of law, 
■which only fets up fovereignty, fmd the ere<5ting of an 
arbitrarj' iway according to private will, to which they 
would enjoin a flavilh obedience without law; which 
is the known de6nition of a tyrant, and a tyrannifed 
peo)>Ie. A little beneath he denies that great riches in 
the church are the baits of pride and ambition f of which 
errour to undeceive him, I Ih^U allege a reputed divirw 
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aathority, as ancient as Conftantine, which his loye (o 
antiquity muft not except againftj and to add the more 
weight, he ihall learn it rather in the words of our old 
poetGower than in mine, that he may fee it is no new bpi- 
Dion, buta truth delivered of old by a voice from Heaven, 
and ratified by long experience. 

" This Conftaniiae which heal hath found, 

" Within Bonic anon let found 

" Two churches which he did make 

*' For Peter and for i'aul's fake; 

" Of whom he had a vifiou, 

" And yafe thereto pofleflion 

" Of lordlhip and of worlds good ; 

" But how lb that his will was good 

" Toward the pope and his fraacbife, 

" Yet hath it proved otherwife 

" To fee the working of the deed :■ 

" For in cronick thus I read, 

" Anon as he hath made the yefl, 

" A voice was heard on high the left, 

" Of which all Rome was adrad, 

" And faid, tbii day venim is fliad 

" In holy Church, of temporall 

*' That mcddlcth with the fpiritual j 

*' And how it ftant io that degree, 

" Yet may a man the Iboth fee. 

" God amend it whan he will, 

" I can thereto none other fldlL" 

But there were beafts of prey, faith he, before wealth 
was bellowed on the church. What, though, becaufe 
the vultures had then but fmall pickings, Ihall we there- 
fore go. and fling them a full gorge ? If they for lucre 
ufe to creep into the church undifccmibly, the .more 
wifdom will it be fo to provide that no revenue there 
may exceed the golden mean ; for fo, good paftors will 
he content, as having need of no more, and knowing 
withal the precept and example of Chrift and his Apo^ 
ties, and alio will be lefs tempted to ambition. The bad 
will have but fmall matter whereon to fet their mifchief 
awork ; and the worft and fubtlefthtads will not come 
at all, when they fhall fee the crop nothing anfwerable 
to their capacious greedinefs; for fmall temptations 
allure but dribbling offenders ; but a great purchafe will 

caU 
..i',G(.)(.iL>lc 



a66 An jipoh^for Sme&ymmius. 

call fuch as both are moft able of theinfelvesj and will 
be moft enabled hereby to compafs dangerous projects. 
But, faith he, *' a widow's houfe will tempt as well as a 
bifhop's palace." Acutely fpoken ! becaufe neither we 
nor the prelates can aboljfh widows houfes, which are 
but an occafion taken of evil without the church, there- 
fore we ihall. fet up within the church a lottery of fuch 
prizes as are the diredt inviting caufes of avarice and 
ambition, both unneceflary and harmftil to be propofed, 
and mod eafy, moft convenient, and needful to be remov- 
ed. " Yea but they are in a wife difpenfer's hand." Let 
them be in whofe hand they will, they are rnoft apt to 
blind, to pufF up, and pervert, the moft Teeming good. 
And how they have been kept from vultures, whatever 
the difpenfer's care hath been, we have learned by our 
miferies. But this which comes next in view, I know 
not what good vein or humour took him when he let 
drop into his paper ■, I that was ere while the ignorant, the 
loiterer, on the fudden by his permiffion am now granted 
*' to know fomething." And that " fuch a volley of ex- 
preffions^' he hath met withal, " as he would never defirc 
to have them better clothed." Por me, readers, although 
Lcannot fay that I am utterly untrained in thofe rules 
which beft rhetoricians have given, or unacquainted with 
' thofe examples which the prime authors of eloquence 
have written in any learned tongue ; yet true eloquence 
I find to be none, but the ferious and hearty love of 
truth : and that whofe mind foever is fully poflefled with 
a fervent defirc to know good things, and with the dear- 
eft charity to infufe the knowledge of them into others, 
when fuch a man would fpeak, his words (by what I an 
exprefs) like fo many nimble and airy fervitors trip about 
him at command, and in well-ordered files, as he would 
wifh, (all aptly into their own places. But now to the 
remainder of our difcourfe. Chrift refufed great richeSj 
and large honours at the devil's hand. But why, faitb 
he, " as ihey were tendered by him from whom it was a 
lin to receive them." Timely remembered : why is it 
not therefore as much a fin to receive a liturgy of the 
mafles' giving, were it for nothing elfe but for the giver? 
*' But he could make no ufe of fuch a high eftate," quoth 
(\.,.>i,. the 
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the confuter; opportunely. For why then fliould the 
f^vant take upon him to ufc thofe things which his 
mafter had unfitted himfelf to ufe, that he might teach 
his minifters to follow his flops in the fame miniftry i 
But " they were offered him to a bad end." So they 
prove to the prelates, who, after their preferment, moft 
ufually change the teaching labour of the word, into the 
unteaching eafe of lordfhip over confciences and purfes. 
But he proceeds, " God enticed the Ifraelites with the 
proraife of Canaan ;" did not the prelates bring as flavifli 
minds with them, as the Jews brought out of Egypt? 
they had left out that inftance. Befides that it was then 
the time, whenas thfc beft of them, as St. Paul faith, " was 
ihut up unto the faith under the law their fchoolm after," 
who was forced to entice them as children with childilh 
enticements. But the gofpel is our manhood, and the 
miniftry ftiould be the maahood of the gofpel, not to 
look after, much lefs fo bafely to plead for earthly re- 
wards. " But God incited the wifeft man Solomon with 
thefe means." Ah, confuter of thyfelf, this example 
hath undone thee; Solomon aiked an underftanding 
heart, which the prelates have little care to aik. He 
a&edno riches, which is their chief care ; therefore was 
the prayer of Solomon pleafing to God ; he gave him 
wifdom at his requeft, and riches without afking, as now 
he gives the prelates riches at their feeking, and no wiC- 
dom becaufe of their perverfe aflcing. But he gives not 
over yet, *' Mofes had an eye to the reward." To what 
reward, thou man that lookeft with Balaam's eyes ? To 
what reward had the faith of Mofes an eye ? He that 
had forf^en all the greatnefs of Egypt, and chofe a 
troublefome journey in his old age through the wilder- 
ncfs, and yet arrived not at his journey's end. His faithful 
eyes were fixed upon that incorruptible reward, promifed 
to Abraham and his feed in the Meffiah ; he fought a 
heavenly reward, which could make him happy, and 
never hurt him, and to fuch a reward every good man 
may have a refpe£t ; but the prelates are eager of fuch 
rewards as cannot make them happy, but can only make 
them worfe. Jacob, a prince boro, vowed that if God 
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would " but give him bread to eat and raiment to put oh, 
then the Lord fhould. be his God." But the prelates of 
mean birth, and ofttimes of loweft, making Ibow as jf 
they were called to the fpiritual and humble miniftry of 
the gofpel, yet murmur, and think it a hard fervice, un- 
lefsi contrary to the tenour of their profeffion, they may 
eat the bread and wear the honours of princes : fo much 
more covetoat and bafe they are than Simon Magus, for 
lie profered a reward to be admitted to that work, 
which they will not be meanly hired to. But, faith he, 
" Are not the clei^ members of Chrift, why (hould not 
each member thrive alike ?" Carnal tcxtman ! as if 
worldly thriving were one of the privileges we have by 
being in Chrift, and were not a providence ofttimes ex- 
tended more liberally tothe infidel than to the chriflian.. 
Therefore muft the minifters of Chrift not be overriehor 
great in the world, becaufe their calling is fpiritual, not 
fccular ; becaufe they have a fpecial warfare, which is 
not to be entangled with many impediments; becaufe 
their matter Chrift gave them this precept, and fet them 
this example, told them this was the myflery of his 
coming, by mean things and perfons to fubdue mighty 
ones : and laftly, becaufe a middle eftate is moft pro- 
per to the office of teaching, whereas higher dignity 
teaches far lefs, and blinds the teacher. Nay, faith 
the confuter, fetching his laft endeavour, " the prelates 
will be very loth to let go their baronies, and votes in 
parliament," and calls it "^God's caufe," with an in- 
fufferable impudence. " Not that they love the honoure 
and the means," good men and generous ! " but that they- 
would not have their country made guilty of fuch a facri- 
lege and injuftice !" A worthy patriot for his own corrupt 
ends. That which he imputes as facrilege to his country, 
is the only way left them to purge that abominable facri- 
lege out of the land, which none but the prelates are 
guilty of t who, for ihe difcharge of one fingle dutji 
receive and keep that which might tie enough to fatiwy 
the labours of many painful miniflers better defcning 
than themfelves; who poflefs huge benefices for lazy 
performances, great promotions only 'for the execution 
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ofacrtiel difgofpelling jurifditftion ; who ingrofs many 
pluralities under a nonrefident and flubbcring difpatch 
■ of fouls ; who let hundreds of parifhes famifh in one 
diocde, while they the prelates are mute, and yet enjoy 
that wealth that would furnifh all thofe dark places with 
ablefiipply; and yet they eat, and yet they live at the 
rate of carls, and yet hoard up ; they who chafe away all 
the faithful ihepherds of the fjock, and bring in a dearth 
of fpiritual food, robbing thereby the church of her dear- 
eft trcafure, and feiidtng herds of fouls ftarveling to Hell, 
while they feaft and riot upon the labours of hireling 
curates, confuming and purloining even that which by 
their foundation is allowed, and left to the poor, and to 
reparations of the chuith. Thefe are they who have 
bound the land with the fiij of facrilege, from which 
mortal engagement we ihall never be free, till we have to- 
tally removed with one labour, as one individual thing, 
prelaty and facrilege. And herein will the king be a true 
defender of the faith, not by paring or leffening, but by 
diftributing in due proportion the maintenance of the 
church, that all parts of the land may equally partake 
Ihe plentiful and diligent preaching of the faith, the 
fcandal of ceremonies thrown out that delude and cir- 
cumvent the faith ; and the ufurpation of prelates laid 
level, who are in words the fathers, but in their deeds, 
the oppugners of the faith. This is that which will beft 
confirm him in that glorious title. Thus ye have heard, 
readers, how many Ihifts and wiles the prelatts have in- 
vented to fave their ill got booty. And if it be true, as 
in fcripture it is foretold, that pride and covetoufnefs are 
the fure marks of thofe falfe prophets which are to comei 
then boldly conclude thefe to be as great feducers as any 
of the latter times. For between this and the judgment 
day do not look for any arch deceivers, who in fpite of 
reformation will ule more craft, or lefs ihame to defend 
their love of the world and their ambition, than thefe 
prelates have done. And if ye think that foundnefs of 
reafon, or what force of argument foever will bring them 
to an ingenuous lilence, ye think that which will never 
be. But if ye take that courfe which Erafmus was wont 
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to fay Luther took againft the pope and rnonli; if 
ye denounce war againft their mitres and their bellies, 
•ye Ihall foon difcern that turban of pride, which they 
wear upon their heads, to be no helmet of falvation,but 
the mere metal and hornwork of papal jurifdi(5tion ; and 
that they have alfb this gift, like a certain kind of fome 
that aie potieflld, to have their voice in their bellies, 
which, being well drainec} and taken down, their great 
oracle, which Is only there, will foon be dumb; and 
the divine right of epifcopacy, forthwith expiring, will 
put us no more to trouble with tedious antiquities and 
difputes. 
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MASTER SAMUEL HARTIIB, 

MASTER HABTLIB, 

1 AM Iqng fincc perfp^ded, tbat to fay or do aught worth, 
memory and imitation, no purpofe or refpw^ Ihould fcKWi- 
cr move us than fimply the lave of God, aad of mankind, 
Neverthelefs to write now the reforming of education, 
though it be one of the greateft and nobleft defigns that 
can be thought on, and tor the want* hereof this nation 
peiiflies ; I had not yet at this time been induced, but by 

Eur eameft entreaties and ferious coojurements; as 
ving my mind for the prefent half diverted in the pur- 
laance of fome other aflertions, the knowledge and the 
ufe of which cannot but be a great furtherance both to 
the enlargement of truth, andhoneft living with much 
more peace. Nor ihould the W\vs of any private friend- 
fliip have prevailed with me to divide thus, or tranfpofe 
my former thoughts, but that I fee thofe aims, thofc 
aflicms, which have won you with me the efteem of a 
perfon fent hither by fome good providence from a far 
country to be the occafton and incitenx^nt of great good ■ 
to this ifland. And, as I hear, you have obtained the 
&ne repute with men of moft approved wifdom, and 
fome of the higheft authority among us; not to mention 
the learned correfpondence which you hold in foreign 
parts, and the extraordinary paina and diligence, which 
you have ufed in this matter both here and beyond the 
feas ; either by the definite will of God fo ruling, or the 
peculiar fway of nature, which alfo is God's working. 
Vol,, I. T , Neither 
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Neither can I think that fo reputed and fo valued as you 
are, you would to the forfeit of your own difceming 
ability, impofe tipbn me an unfit and overponderoua 
argument ; but that the fatisfaiSion, which you profelii 
to have received from thofe incidental difcourfes which 
we have wandered into, hath preffed and almofl con- 
ftrained you into a perfuafion, that what you require 
from me in this point, I neither ought nor can in con- 
fcience defer beyond this time both of fo much need at 
once, and fo much opportunity to fry what God hath 
determined. I will not refift therefore whatever it is, 
«ther of divine or human obligemeni, that you lay upon 
me ; but will forthwith fet down in writing, as you re- 
queft me, that voluntary idea, which hath long in fi/ence 
prefented itfelf to mj;, of abetter education, in extent 
and comprehenfion far more large, and yet of time far 
Ihorter, and of attainment far more certain, than hath 
been yet in prai^lice. Brief I ihall endeavour to be ; for 
that which I have to fay, afluredly this nation hath ex- 
treme need Ihould be done fooner than fpokcn. To tell 
you therefore whafT have benefited' herein among old 
renowned authors, I Ihall ipare ; and to fearch what 
many modemjanuas and Didadtics, more thaneTcrl 
ihall read, have projedled, my inclination leads me not 
But if you can accept of thefe few obfervatlons which 
have flowered off, and are as it were the burnjfliing of 
many ftudiwas. arid_contempl3liiV6 -years altogether fpfnt 
in the fearch of rpligipii-f i}x\A nvjl l^wylcdgp. andfuch 
as pleafed you fo well in the relating, I here give you 
them to difpofe of. ■ 

The en d then of learnin g is to repair the ruins of ou t 
ifirfl parents^by~cegaiiuDg..to KnQw ' God gright,.5iii^ 
of that knowledge to love him, tQ.imitatehim».tabel2» 
him, as we may the neareft by poffeffing our fouls of true 
virtue, which being united to the heavenly grace of faitK 
makes up the higheft perfeftion. But becaufe our under- 
Handing cannot in this body found itfelf but on fenfible 
things, nor arrive fo clearly to the knowledge of God and 
things invifible, as by orderly conning over the vifiblc 
and mferior creature, the fame method is nepeflarily (o 
be followed in all difcreet teaching. And feeing eve7 
• oatioa 



Of Edmaiion^ 2?5 

nation affbfds not experience and tradition enough for all 
kind of learning, therefore we are chiefly taught the lan- 
guages of thofe people who have at any time been nioft 
induflrious after wifdom ; fo that language is but the in- 
ftrument conveying to us things ufeful to be known. And 
though a linguift ftiould pride himfelf to have all the 
tongues that Babel cleft the world into, yet if he have not 
fludied the folid things in them as well as the words 
and lexicons, he were nothing fo much to be efteemed a 
learned maU) as any yeoman or tradefman competently 
wife in his mother diale(5t only. Hence appear the many 
miilakes which have made learning generally fo unpleaf- 
ing and fo unfuccefsful ; firft, we do amifs to fpend feven 
or eight yearS merely in fcraping together fo much mifer- 
able Latin and Greek, as might be learned otherwifeeafily 
and delightfully in one year. And that which cafts our 
proficiency therein fo much behind, is our time loft 
partly in too oft idle vacancies given both to fchools and 
univeriities ; partly in a prepofterous exadtion, forcing 
the empty wits of children to compofe themes, verfes, and 
Orations, which are the adts of ripefl: judgment, and the 
final work of a head filled by long reading and obferv- 
ing, with elegant maxims and copious invention. Thefe 
We not matters to be wrung from poor ftriplings, liks 
blood out of the nofe, or the plucking of untimely fruit ; 
fiefides the ill habit which they get of wretched barbar- 
wing againft the Latin and Greek idiom, with their untu- 
tored AngUcifms, odious to be read, yet not to be avoided 
without a well continued and judicious converfing among 
pure authors digefted, which they fcarce tafte : whereas. 
It after fome ^eparatory grounds of ipcech-by-their cer- 
.t ain forms go t into memoiyjthcy were led to the praxis 
tnereof in ioiiie chofen ftiort book leltbned thoroughly 
MiieBoTthey might then forthwith proceed to learn the 
fubftance of good things, and arts in due order, which. 
Would bring the whole language quickly into their power. 
This I take to be the moft rational and moft profitable 
*ay of learning languages, and whereby we may bcft 
hope to give account to God of our youth fpent herein. 
^d for the ufual method of teaching arts, I deem it to 
** an old errouc of univerfities, not yet well recovered 
Ta frpfnlc 
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from the fcholaftlc grofliiefa of barbarous ages, that io- 
ilead of begin ning wi th arts moft eafy, (and thoie be fuch 
as are moIToBvious tothe icnfej) they prefent their young 
unmatriciJated noviqes at firft coming with the moft in- 
telleAive abftradtions of logic and metaphyilcs ; fo that 
they having bat newly left thofc grammatic flats and Hal- 
lows where they ftack unreafonably to learn a few woidl 
with lamentable conftru6tion, and now, on the fudden 
tranfported under another climate to be tolled and tur- 
moiled with their unballafted wits in fathomlefs and un- 
quiet deeps of controverfy, do for the moft part grow 
■ kite hatred and codtempt of learning, mocked and de> 
luded all this while with ragged notions and babblemenB, . 
while they expected worthy and dehghtful knowJedgej 
till poverty or youthful years call them importunately 
their feveral ways, and haftcn them with the (way « 
fiiends either to an ambitious and mercenary, oi igDO- 
rantly zealous divinity ; fome allured to the trade of Wi 
grounding their purpofes not on the prudent andheaTto- 
ly contemplation ofjuftice and equity, which wasnerer 
taught them,' but on the promiiing and pleafing tbougbts 
of litigious terms, fat contentions, and flowing fees; 
others betake them to ftate afeirs, with fouls fo unprin- 
cipled in virtue and true generous breeding, that flattery 
and courtlhifts and tyrannous aphorifms apjiear to them 
the higheft points of wifdom ; inftilling their bamn 
hearts with a confcientious flavery ; if, as I rather tlwik* 
it be not feigned. Others, laftly, of a more deliciomsni 
airy fpirit, retire themfelves, (knowing no better) to the 
enjoyments of eafe and luxury, living out their days in 
feaft and jollity ; which indeed is the wifeft and the lafeft 
courfe of all thefe, unlefs they were with more integnty 
undertaken. *And thefe are the errours, and tbefc are 
the fruits of mifpending our prime youth at the fchools 
and univerfities as we do, either in learning mere-words, 
or fuch things chiefly as were better unlearned. 

I fhall detain you now no longer in the demonflratlon 
of what wc fhould not do, but ftraight condufft you to I 
hiUfide, where I will point you out the right path of « 
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virtuous and noble education; laborious indeed at the I 
firft afcenti but elfe fo fmooth, fo green, fo full of gocdlyt 
profpefl, and melodious founds on every fide, that the \ 
fi^p of Orpheus was not more charming. I doubt not I 
but ye Ihal] have more ado to drive our dulleft and lazieft 
youth, our flocks and flubs, from the infinite defire of 
fuch a happy nurture, than we have now to hale and 
drag our choiceft and hopefiilleft wits to that afininc feaft 
of fowtfaiftles and brambles, which is commonly let before 
thtm ds all the food and entertainment of their tendered 
and mofb docible age. I call therefore a complete and 
generous education, that which fits a man to perform 
juflly, ikilfiilly, and magnanirnoufly all the offices, both 
private and public, of peace and war. And how all thii 
may be done between _tvt'-elve and one and twenty ^ left 
time than is now bellowed in pure tiifling at grammar 
and fophiftry, is to be thus ordered. 

Flrd, to find out a fpacious houfe and ground about 
it fit for an academy, and big enough to lodge a hundred 
and fifty perfons, whereof twenty Or thereabout may bt 
attendants, all under The government of one, who IhaH 
be thought of defert fufficient, and ability either to do 
all, or wifely to direifl and overfce it done. This place 
fllbttld be at onoe both fchool and univerfity, not needing 
a remove to any other houfe of fcholarihip, except it be 
fotrie peculiar college of law, or phyfic, where they meati 
to be praftttioners; but as for thofe general ftudies vfhich 
take up all our time from Lilly to commencing, as they 
term it^ maflfer of art, it Ihould be abfolute. After this 
pattern, as many edifices as may be converted to this ufe 
as fliall be needful in every citythroughout this land, 
which would tend much to the increafe of teaming and 
civility every where. This number, lefs or more thus 
colle^ed, to the convenience of a foot company, or inter- 
changeably two troops of cavalry, fhould divide their 
day's work into three parts as it lies oiderly ; their ftudies, 
their exercife, and their diet; 

For their ftudies; firft, they fhould begin with the, 

chief aod neceflary rules of fome good grammar, either '■ 

that now ufed, or any better ; and while this is doing, 

their fpccch ^ to be iaftiioned to a diftiaft and clear pro- 

T 3 nunciation^ 
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nuDciation, as near as may be to the Italian, cfpcdally m 
the vowels. For we Engliftimen being far northerly, do 
' not open our mouths in the' cold air, wide enough to 
grace a fouthern tongue j but are obferved by all other 
nations to fpeak fexceeding clofe and inward ; fo that to 
fmatler Latin with an EngUfli mouth, Jsas ill ahearingas 
law French. Next, to make them expert in the ufefuliefi: 
points of grammar ; and withal to feafon them and win 
them early to the love of virtue and true labour, ere any 
flattering feducement or vain principle feize them wan- 
dering, loroe eafy and delightful book of education would . 
be read to them ; wiiereof the Greeks have ftore, as Cebcs, 
Plutarch, and other Socratic difcourfes. But in Latin we 
have none of claffic authority extant, except the two or 
three firft books of Quintilian, and fome fele<3 piecea 
elfewhere.' But here the main fkill and groundwork 
will be, to temper them fuch leftures and explanations 
upon every opportunity^ as may lead and draw them in 
willing obedience, enflamed with the ftudy jof learning 
and the admiration of virtue ; ftirred up with high hopes 
of living to be brave men, and worthy patriots, dear to 
God, and famous to all ages. That they may defpife and 
fcom all their childirti and illtaught qualities, to delight 
in manly and liberal exercifes J which he who hath the 
art and proper eloquence to catch them with, what with 
mild and effeftual pcrfuafions, and what with the inti- 
mation of fome fear, if need be, but chiefly by his own 
example, might in a fhort fpace gain them to an incredi- 
ble diligence and courage ; infufing into their young 
breafts fuch an ingenuous and noble ardour, as would 
not fail to make many of them renowned and matchleft 
men. ■ At the fame time, fome other hour of the day, 
might be taught them the rules of arithmetic , and foon 
after the elements ofgeametiy, even playing, as the old 
manner was. After evening repaft, till b^time, their 
thoughts would be bell taken up in the eafy grounds of 
religion, and the ftory of fcripture . The next ftep would 
be to the authors of agriculture, Cato, Varro, and Colu- 
mella, for the matter is moftcafy; anJif the language be 
difficult, fo much the better, it is not a difficulty above 
their years. And here will be an occafion of inciting, and 

unaiiling 
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jenobUng them 1i»eafter to improve the tillage of their 
country, to recover the bad foil, and to remedy the wafte 
I that is made of good ; for this was bfie of Hercules's 
, .praifes. Erehalf tbefe authors b&fcad, (which will foon be 
with plying hard aijd daily) they cannot choofc but be 
inafters of any ordinary profe. So that it will be then 
fea&xiabk: for them; to learn in any modem author the 
ufe of th^ p lobei} , and al l the map s t firft with the old ^ . 
names, and then with the new i or they might be then 
capable to read any compendious method of natural phi ^ -.'. 
lalfiEJiy. And at the fame time might be entering into 
the Greek tongue, after the fame manner as was before 
prefcribed in the Latin ; whereby the difficulties of gram- 
mar being fopn oTcrcome, all the hiftorical phyfiology of 
Ariflotle and Thcophi:aftus are open before them, and; 
9s I may fay, under contribution. The like accefs will 
be to Vitruvius, to Seneca's natural queflions, to Mela, 
Celfus, Pliny, or Solinus. And having thus pafled the \ 
IffiQciples of arithmetic, geometry, aftronomy, and geb- j 
grjphy, , ^ith a general compadt of phyfics, they may ; 
jdefcend in mathematics to the inftruinental fcience of j 
■trigonometry, and from thence to fortification, archi- ! 
tedure, enginery, or navigation. And in natural phi- / 
lofophy they may proceed leifurely from the hiflory of ' 
nieteors, minerals, plants, and living creatures^ as far as j 
anatomy. Then alfo in courfe might be read to them [ 
out of fome not tedious writer the inftitution of phylic ; 
that they may know the tempers, the humours, the fea^ 
foDS, and how to manage a crudity ; which he who caa 
wifely and timely do, is not only a great phyfician to 
bimfelf and to his friends, but alfo may at fome time or 
other lave an army by this frugal and expenfelefs means 
wily ; and not let the healthy and liout bodies of young 
raen rot away under him for want of this difcipline ; 
which is a great pity, and no lefs a ihame to the com- 
niander. To fet forward all thefe proceedings in nature 
uid mathematics, what hinders but that they may pro- 
cure, as oft as Jhall be needful, the belpfiii experiences 
of hunter s, fowlers*, .filhcfmen^ Ihepherda, - gardenera, 
.*Bothe£axifiSi and.ia the other.fcjencea, architei3i, engi- 
>tE£ia.-ii i^neia| (. anatomifls ; who doubtlefs would be 
T 4 ready. 
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ready, fomc for reward, and fome to ftvtinr fiich i 
hopeful feminary. And this will give them fuch a rwl 
ttnSure of nataral knowledge, as tney fball never forget, 
but daily augment with delight. Theii-alfo thofe pods 
vrbich are now counted moA hard, will be both ^ 
and plealanti Orpheus, HeUod, Tbeoehtufi, Aratus, 
Nicander, Oppian, Dionyfius, and in Latin, Lucretiis, 
Manilius, and theroral part of Virgil. 

By this time, years, and good general precepts, ^11 
have fiimilhed them more diftin6Uy with that afl of raa- 
fon which in ethics is called Proairefia ; that they rosy 
■with fome judgment contemplate upon moral good and 
evil. Then will be reqiiired a fpecial reinforcement rf 
confiant and~l^und indoftrinating to fet them riebt and 
firm, inftrmfting them more amply in the knowio^ of 
virtue and the hatred of vice ; while their ybung and pliant \ 
ad^£lions are led through all the mcrral works of IHalD, I 
Xenophon, Cicero, Plutarch^ I^acrtius, andthofcLociBfi 
fnnnantST^int'ftirtto be reduced in their nightward 
fhidies wherewith they clofe the day's work, Undw tilt 
detenninate fentence of David or Solom<Jn, or the evMv 
gds and apoftolic fcriptures. Being perfeA in the 
knowledge of perfonal duty, they maj then begin tt ie 
fiudy flLxBCOjuanics. And either how or before this, 
they may have eafily learned at any odd hour the ItalJM 
tongue. And focai after, but with waring and good 
antidote, it would be wholefomc enough to let thea 
tafle fome choice comedies. Greek, Latin, or Italian; iIk^ 
ti^edies alfo, that treat of houfehold matters, as Tracin- 
\ iiise, Alceftis, and the like. The next removal muft bt 
-to the ftudy of politics ; to know the beginning, end, and 
Tcafons of political focieties ; that they may not in a daU- 
jgetous fit of the commonwealth be fuch poor, fliaktn, 
[Uncertain reeds, of fuch a tottering confcieuce, as many 
Hjf our great counfellors have lately fhown themfelves, bdt 
(diedfaft pillars of the flate. After this, they are to (t»e 
into the grounds ofjaa^, and legal juflice ; delivered fir* 
and with beft warrant by Mofes ; and as far as human 
prudence can be trufted, in" thofe extolled- remains oi 
Grecian lawgivers, Lycurgus, Solon, Zakucus, ChaitB*- 
das, and th^aee to all the Roman ediAa and tabies witA 

their 
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tteir Juftinlan ; and fo down to the Sa^trii and commoa 
kws of Engltiod, and the flatutes. Sundays alfo and 
every evening may be now flnderftahdingly fpent in thfe 
hi^cft itiattere of tbeolo^, and church-hiftory ancienft 
and modem ; and ere this time the Hebre w tongue al ' ^ ■ 
a fet hour might have been gained, that the fcnpturds 
may he now read in their own original ; whereto it 
would be no impoffibihty to add the Chaldee, and 
fee SyiiaB dialeft- When all thefe employments art 
well conquered, then will the choice hiftorks^.-heroifc 'i 
ppCffi?, and tkttic tragedies of fiatelieft and moft regal 
argument, with all the famous pditical orations, offer 
themfelvea ; which if they were not caily read, but feme 
of them got by memory, and folemnly pronounced with 
right accent and grace, as might be taught, would endue 
them even with the fpirit and vigbur of Demofthenes or 
Cicero, Euripides, or Sophocles. And now laftly will 
he the time, to read with them thofe oigartic arts, which 
enable men to difcourfe and write perfpicuoully, ele- 
gantly, and according to the fitted ftyle of lofty, meari, 
or lowly. [fOpif., therefore, fo much as ii ufeful, is to be 
referred to this due place with all her weH couched 
heads and topics, until it be time to open her contrafled 
palm into a graceful and ornate rhetoric taught out of 
the rule of Plato, Ariftotle, Phalereus, Cicero, Hermo- 
genes, Longinus. To which ]?Qetry would be made fub- ' 
fequent, or indeed rather precedent, as being lefs fubtife 
and fine, but more fimple, fenfuouai_and^aflionate. I 
mean not here the profody of a verfe, which they could 
not but have hit on before among the rudiments of 
grammar; but that fublime art which in Ariftotle's 
poetics, in Horace, and the Italian commentaries of 
'Caftlevetro, Taflb, MazzOni, and ethers, teaches what 
the laws are of a true epic poem, what of a dramatic, 
what of a lyric, what deconmi is, which is ihe graad % 
Pi afterpiec e to obTerv?. This would make them foon 
perceive what defpicabit creatures our common rhimers 
and p!ay writers be ; and fhow jthem what religious, 
what glorious, and magnificent ufe might be made qf. 
poetry, both in divine and human things. ' Trora iience, Y 
aod not till now, will be the right Icafon of forming them 
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to be ahlft writers and compofers in every excellent mat- 
ter, when they fliall be thus fraught with an univerial i 
infight into things. Or whpther they be to.ipeak in ' 
parliament or council, htmour and attention would be 
■waiting on their lips. There would then alfo appear i^ 
.pulpits other vi&ges, other geflures, and fluff ptherwife 
wrought than what we now fit under, ofttimes to as 
great a trial of our patience as any other that they prcadi 
to us. Thefe are the ftudies wherein our noble and ouf 
-gentle youth ought to beftow their time in a difcipiinary 
rway from twelve to one and twenty ; unlefs they rely 
more upon their anceftors dead, than upon themCeives 
living. In which methodical courfe it is fo fuppofed 
.they muft proceed by the fteady pace of learning onward 
as at convenient times for memory's fake to retire bact 
into the middle ward, and fometimes into the rear of whjkt 
,they have been taught, until they have confirmed and 
folidly united the whole body of their perfe<fted know- 
ledge, like the laft embattelling of a.Roman legion. Now 

■ _will be worth the feeing, what exercifes and recreations 
may beft agree, and become thefe ftudies, 

THEIR EXEHCISE. 

Tlie courfe, of ftudy hitherto briefly dcfcribed is, what 
I can guefs by reading, likeft to thofe ancient and famous 
fchools of Pythagoras, Plato, Ifocrates, Ariftofle, and fuch 
others, out of which were bred fuch a number of re- 
nowned philofophers, orators, biftorians, poets, aod 
princes all over Greece, Italy, and Afia, befides the flou- 
rijhing ftudies of Cyrene and Alexandria. But herein it 

■ ihall exceed them, and fupply a defeat as great as that 
which Plato noted in the commonwealth of Sparta-; 
whereas that city trained up their youth moft for war, I 
and thefe in their academies and Lycseum all for the I 

,gown, this inftitution of breeding which I here delineate ' 
Ihall be equally good both for peace and war. There* | 
fore about; an hour and a half ere they eat at noon fliould 
be allowed them for exercife, and duereft afferw^dE; 
BiiFthe time for this may be enlarged at pleafure, accord- 
ing as their riftng In the morning fhall be early. The 

exercife 
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eiHcUe which I commend firft, is the cxaft ufe of their 
yt ^ppn. to guard, and to ftrike fafely with edge or point; I. 
this will keep -them healthy, nimWe, ftrong and well in 
breath, is aJfo thc_ liltelieft means to make them grow 
lai^e and tall, and to infpire them with a ^lant and 
fearlefs courage, which being tempered with feafonable 
leisures and precepts to them of true fortitude and pa- 
tience, will turn into a native and heroic valour, and 
make tliem hate the cowardice of doing wrong. They 
muft be alfo pradtifed in all the locks and gripes of 
wretHJ ng. wherein Engliflimeii were wont to excel, as 
need may often be in fight to tug, to grapple, and to ^ 
clofe. And this perhaps will be enough, wherein to 
prove and heat their fingle fttength. The interim of 
unfweating themfelves regularly, and convenient reft 
before meat, may both with profit and delight be taken 
up in recreating and compofing their travailed fpirits 
with tbe folemn and divine harmonies of mufic heard -; 
or learned j"crni^rwTiini'the~ifl£ilfuI organift plies his 
grave and fancied defcant in lofty fugues, or the whole ' 
fymphony with artful and unimaginable touches adorn 
and grace the well ftudied chords of fome choice com- 
pofcr i fometimes the lute or foft organ flop waiting on 
elegant voices, either to religious, martial, or civil ditties; 
which, if wife men and prophets be not extremely out, 
have a great power over difpofitions and manners, to 
fmooth and make them gende from ruftic harJhnefs and 
•^iftempered paffions. The like alfo would not be unex- 
pedient after meat, to affift and cherilh nature in her firft 
conco(Elion, and fend their minds back toftudy in good 
tUDcandfatisfaiftion. Where having followed it clofe un- ' 
der vigilant eyes, till about two hours before fupper, they 
arc by a fudden alarum or watchword, to be called out to 
their military motions, under Iky or covert, according to 
the feafon, as was the Roman wont; firft on foot, then 
as their age permits, on horfeback, to all the art of 
cavalry ; that having in fport, but with much exadlnefs 
iind daily mufler, ferved out the rudiments of their 
. foldierftiip, in all the •ficill of embattling, marching, 
Encamping, fortifying, befieging, and battering, with all 
the helps of ancient and modem ftratagems, tadiics, and 

warlike 
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warlike maxiitia, they may as it were out of a long war 
come forth renowned and petk& toramahders in the 
fcrvlce of their country. They woiild hot then, if they 
were trufted with fail: and ho^flil armies, ftif&r them 
fbr want of juft and wife difcipline to ftied away from 
about them like fick feathers, though thfey bfe never (o 
oft fuppiied ; they would not fuffei- their empty and un- 
recruitablb colonels of twenty mfen in a company, to quaff 
out, or convey into fectet hoards, the wages of a delufive 
lift, and a miferable reAin^nt i yet in the mean while to 
be overmaftered with a fcore or two of drunkards, the 
©nly foldifery left about them, or elfe to comply with all 
rapines and violences. No certainly, if they knew aught 
iof that knowledge that belong to. good men or good 
governors, they would not fuffer thcfe things. But td 
return to Our own inftitute ; befides thefe ixjnfiant exer- 
cifcB at home, there is another opportunity of gaining 
txperience to be won from pifeafure itfetf abroad ; jji 
thofe vfcrnal feafons of the year wherLthejLk,ia.calaLanii 
pleafant, it were an injury, and fullenne fs a ^ ainft natu re, 
not to go out and fee her richeS^aDd pa rtake ifi her rejo ic- 
ing with Heaven and earth. 1 ihould not therefore be 
a perfuader to them of ftudjing much then, after two or 
three years that they hare well laid their grounds, but 
to ride out in companies with prudfent and ftaid ^ides 
to all the quarters of the land; learning and obferving 
bU places of ftrength, all commodities of building and a 
foil, for towns and tillage, harbours and ports for trade. 
Sometimes taking fea as far as to our navy, to learn there ■ 
alfo what they can in the pra<ftical knowledge of failing 
■ and of fea- fight. Thefe ways would try all their peculiar 
gifts of nature, and if thwe were any fecret excellence 
among them would fetch it out, and give it fair opportu- , 
nities to advance itfelf by, which could not but mighlily j 
redound to the good of this nation, and bring into fafliion 
again thofe old admired virtues and excellencies with fir 
■ more advantage now.in thispurity of chriftian knowledg*. 
Nor fhall we then need the monlieurs of Paris to take 
our hopeful youth into their flight and prodigal cuflodies, 
and fend them over back again transformed into mimi«i 
(^pe», and kicklhows. Butif theydofiretofcejothercoM- 
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tries at three or four and twenty years of age, not to learn 
principles, but to enlarge experience, and makfe wife 
obfervation, they will by that time be fuch as fhall de- 
ferve the regard and honour of all men where they pafs, 
and the fociety and friendlhip of thofe in all places who 
are beft and moft eminent. And perhaps, then other 
nations will be glad to vifit us for their breeding, or elfe 
to imitate us in their own country. 

Now laftly for their diet there cannot be much to fay, 
five only that it would be heft in the fame houfe; for 
much time elfe would be loft abroad, and many ill habits 
got ; and that it fhould be plain, healthful, and moderate, 
I fuppofe is out of controverfy. Thus Mr, Hartlib, you 
have a general view ia writing, as your ddire was, of 
that, which at feveral times I had difcourfed with you 
concerning the beft and nobleft way of education ; not 
beginning as fome have done from the cradle, which yet 
might be worth many confiderations, if brevity had not 
been my fcope ; many other circumftances alfo I could 
have mentioned, but this to fuch as have the worth in 
them to make^trial, for light and direftion may be enough, ' 
Only I believe that this is not a bow for every man to 
&oot in, that counts himfelf a teacher ; but will require 
finews almoft equal to thofe which Homer gave Ulyfles ; 
yet 1 am withal perfuaded that it may prove much more 
eafy in the allay, than it now fetxns at diftance, and much 
iDore illuftjioua ; howbeit, not more' difficult than \ 
im^ne, and that imagination prefents me with nothing 
but very happy, and very poflible according to beft with- 
es ; if God have fo decreed, and this age have fpirit and 
capacity enough to apprehend. 
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A SPEECH FOR THE UBERTY OF UNLICENSED PEINTISG, 
TO THE fABLIAMENT OP ENGLAND. 



■ XfDjfov Ti /SaXeuft' si J fieirov ^ipm, l^uiv, 

Euripid. Hicelid. 

This i« true Liberty, when freeborn men. 
Having to advife the public, may fpeak free, 
Which he wbo can, and will, defetvea high praife; 
Who neither can, nor will, may hold hia peacej 
What can be juller in a flatc than this? 

Euripid. Hicetid. 

X HE^, who to fiates and governors of the common- 
wealth diredl their fpeech, high court of parliament ! or 
wanting fuch accefs in -a private condilioDj write, that 
which they forefee may advance the public good ; I fup- 
pofe them, as at the beginning of no mean endearour, 
not a littie altered and moved inwardly in their minds; 
fome with doubt of what will be the fuccefs, others with 
fcar of what will be the cenfure ; fome with hope, others 
with confidence of what they have to fpeak. And me 
perhaps each of thefe difpofitionsj as the fubje6t was 
whereon 1 entered, may have at other times varionily 
affected ; and likely might in thefe foremofl: expreffiona 
now alfo difclofe which of them fwayed rboft, but that 
the very attempt of this addrefs thus made, and the 
thought of whom it hath recourfe to, hath got the power 
within me to a paflion, far more welcome than incidental 
to a preface. Which though I flay not to confefs ere 
any alk, I fhall be blamelefs, if it be no other, than the 
joy and gratulation which it brings to all who wiHi and 

promote 
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promote their cOUnitry's liberty ; . whereof this frhole dif- 
courfe propofed will be a certain teftimony, if not a 
trophy. For this is not the liberty which we' can hope, 
that no grievance ever ftiould arife in the commonwealth, 
that let no man in this world expedt ; but when com- 
plaints are freely heard, deeply confidered, and fpeedilyj 
reformed, then is the utmoft bound of civil liberty attain-J 
ed, that wife then look for. To which if I now manifeft,- 
by the very found of this which I fliall utter, that we are 
already in good -part arrived, and yet from fuch a fteep 
difadvaiitage of tyranny and fuperftition grounded into 
our principles, as was beyond the manhood of a Roman 
recovery, it will be attributed firft, as is moft due, to the 
ftrong ailiflance of God, our deliverer; next, to your 
faithful guidance and undaunted wifdora, lords and com- 
mons of England ! Neither is it in God's efteem, the 
diminution of his glory, when honourable things are 
fpoken of good men, and worthy magiftrates ; which if 
I now firft ihould begin to do, after fo fair a progrefs of 
your laudable deeds, and fuch a long obligement upon 
the whole realm to your indefatigable virtues, I might be 
juftly reckoned among the tardieft, and the unwillingeft 
of them that praife ye. Neverthelefs there being three 
principal things, without which all praifing is but court- 
ftiip and flattery, firft, when that only is praifed which 
is foUdly worth praife ; next, when greatell likelihoods 
are brought, that fuch things are truly and really in thofe 
perfons, to whom they are afcribed ; the other, when he 
who praifes, by fliowing that fuch his adlual perfua- 
fion is of whom he writes, can demonflrratethat he flat- 
ters not; the former two of thefe I have .heretofore en- 
deavoured, refcuing the employment from him who went 
about lo impair your merits with a trivial and malignant 
encomium j the latter as belonging chiefly to mine own 
acquittal, that whom T fo extolled I did not flatter, hath 
been referved opportunely to this occafion. For he^who 
freely magnifies what hath been nobly done, and fears 
not to declare as freely what might be done better, gives 
ye the beft covenant of his fidelity; and that his loyaleft 
8fFe(51ion and his hope Awaits on your proceedings. His 
Wgheft praifing is not flattery, and his -plaineft advice 
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is a kind of praifing ;. for tbough I fhouJd affinn aod. 
hold by argument, that it would fare better with, trtfth,, 
■with Jeaming, and the comtnonwealth, if one of your' 
publiftied orders^ which I fliould name, were called in ; 
yet at the fame time it could not but muqh redound to 
the luftre of your mild and equal government, whenas 
private perfons are hereby animated to think, ye better 
pleafed with public advice, than other ftatifts have been 
delighted heretofore with public flattery. Apd men will 
then fee what difference there is betweeri the magnani- 
mity of a triennial parliament, and that jealous haugh- 
tjnefs of prelates and cabin counfellors that ufurped of 
late, whenas they fhall obferve ye in the midfl: of your 
Tidtories and fuccefles more gpntly brooking written ex- 
ceptions agalnit a voted order, than other courts which 
Itad produced aolhing worth memory but the weak, of- 
tenlation of wealth, would have endured the leaft fignified 
diflite at any fudden proclamation. If I Ihould thus far 
prefume upon the meek demeanour of your civil and 
gentle greatuefs, lords and commons ! as what your pub- 
liftied order hath direftly faid, that to gainfay, I might 
defend myfelf witii eafe, if.any fhould accufe me ofbemg 
new or iiufolent, did they but know how much better I 
find ye eftcem it to imitate the old and elegant humanity 
of Greece, th^n the barbaric pride of a Hunnifli an^ 
Norwegian flatelinefs. And qu^ of tliofe ages, to who6 
polite wifdora ind letters we owe that we are. not yet 
Goths and JutUnders, I could name him who ixoai his : 
private hoafe wrote that difcourfe to the parliament 
of Athens, that perfuades them to change the form of 
democraty which was then eftabliflied. Such honour 
was done in Ihofe days to men who profefled the ftudj 
of wifdom and eloquence, not only in their own country, 
but in other lands, that cities and figniories heard thein 
gladly, and with great refpedt, if they had aught in pub- 
lic to admonith the Aate. Thus did Dion Prufseqs,4 
firanger and a private orator, counfel the Rhodiau 
sgainU: a former edlt^ ; and I abound with otlier like 
examples, which to fet here would be fuperfluous. But 
if from the induliry of a life wholly dedicated to ftudfeus 
labours, and thofe natural endowments hapty not the 

worft 
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#orft for two and fifty degrees of northern latitude, ft> 
- much muft be derogated, as to coiint me not e«(ual to 
any of thofc who had this privilege, I would obtain to 
be thought not fo inferior, as yourfelves are fuperior to 
, the mod of them who received their counfel ; and how 
I far you excel them, be affured, lords and commons ! 
j there caa no greater teftimony appear, than when your 
1 prudent fpirit acknowledges and obeys the Toice of rea- 
I fon, from what quarter foever it be heard fpeaking ; and 
; renders ye as willing to repeal any a6t of your own fetting 
' fwlh, as any fet forth by your predeceflbrs. 

If ye be thus refolved, as it were injury to think ye 
were not, I know not what fhould withhold me from pre- 
fcnting ye with a fit inftance wherein to Ihow both that 
Itwe of truth which ye eminently profefs, and that up- 
rightnefe of your judgment which is not wont to be par- 
tial to yourfelves; by judging over again that ordec 
which ye have ordained " to regulate printing ; that no 
book, pamphlet, or paper, ftiaU be henceforth printed, 
unlefs the fame be firft approved and licenfed by fuch, 
or at leaft one of fuch, as fhall be thereto appointed." 
For that part which preferves juftly every man's copy to 
himfelf, or provides for the poor, I touch not; only with 
they be not made pretences to abufe and perfecute honeft 
and painful men, who offend not in either of thefe par- 
ticulars. But that other ciaufe of licenling books, which 
we thought had died with his brother quadragefimal and 
matrimonial when the prelates expired, 1 ftiall now attend 
with fuch a homily, as Ihall lay before ye, firft the in- 
ventors of it, to be thofe whom ye will be loth to own ; 
next, what is to be thought in general of reading, what- 
ever fort the books be ; and that this order avails nothing 
to the fuppreffing of fcandalous, feditious, and libellous 
books, which were mainly intended to be fupprefled. 
Laft, that it will be primely to thedifcouragement of all 
learning, and the flop of truth, not only by difexercifing 
and blunting our abilities, in what we know already, but 
l:^ hindering and crbpping the difcoveiy that might be 
yet further made, both in religious and civil wifdom. 

I deny not, but that it is of greateft concernment in 
the church and commonwealth, to have a vigilant eye 
■ Vol. I. U how 
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bow books demean theinfelves as well as men ; opd^ 
tberea%r to confine, imprifon, and do fliarpeft jufti^:, 
<m them as malefa^ors ; for books arc not abfoliatel^,' 
dead things, but do contain a progeny of life in them to' 
be as afiive as that foul was whofe progeny they are? 
nay, they do preferve as in a TJal the purdl efficacy and" 
raitradion of thatliving intelle6l that bred them. J knov^ 
they are as lively, and as vigoroufly prodadUve, as thoie 
febulons dragons teeth ; and being fown up and down, ' 
may chance to fpring up armed men. And yet on the 
other hand, unlefs warinefs be ufed, as good almoil kiU 
a man as kill a good book : who kills a man kills a rea- 
, fonable creature, God's image ; but he who deftrojre S; 
good book, kills reafon itfelf, kills the. image of God, as 

I it were in the eye. Many a man lives a burden to the 
earth ; but a good book is the precious lifeblood of 0. 
mailer fpirit, imbalmed and treafured up on purpofe to 
' a life beyond life. It is true, no age can rellore a life,- 
whereof perhaps there is no great lofs j and revolutions" 
of ^es do not oft recover the lofe of a rejedled truth, for. 
the want of which whole nations fare the worfe. M^ 
Ihoiild be wary therefore what perfecution we raiie 
againft the living labours of public men, how we fpill 
that feafoned life of man, preferved and ftored up in ■ 
books; fince we fee a kind of homicide may be thus- 
committed, fometimes a martyrdom ; and if it extend to 
the whole impreflion, a kind of malTacre, whereof the 
execution ends not in the flaying of an elemental life, 
but flrikes at the sethereal and fifth eflcnce, the breath . 
of reafon itfelf; flays an immortality rather than a life. 
But left I fliould be condemned of introducing licence, 
while I oppofe licenfing, I rcfufe not the pains to be fo 
much hiftorical, as will ferve to ihow what hath been 
done by ancient and famous commonwealths, againfl: this 
diforder, till the very time that this projeA of licenfing 
crept out of the inquifition, was catdied up by our pre- 
lates, and hath caught fome of our preflsyters. 

In Athens, where books and wits were ever bufier thaa 
in any other part of Greece, 1 find but only two forts of 
writings which the magiftrate cared to take notice of; 
thofe cither Wafphcmous and atheiftical, Sir libellous. 

Xhoa 
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fThus the boolts of Protagoras were by the judges of 
'Areopagus commanded to be burnt, and himfelf banifh- 
ed the territory for a difcoHrfe, begun with his confeffing 
not to know, *' whether there were gods, or whether 
not" And againft defaming, it was agreed that none 
fliould be traduced by name, as was the manner of Vetus 
Comcedia, whereby we may guefs how they cenfured 
libelHng; and this conrfe was quick enough, as Cicero 
writes, to quell both the defperate wits of other atheifta, 
and the open way of defaming, as the event ihowed. Of 
other feits and opinions, though tendingtovoluptuoufnefs, 
and the denying of divine providence, they took no heed. 
Therefore we do not read that either Epicurus, or that li- 
bertine fchool of Cyrene, or what the Cynic impudence 
uttered, was ever queftioned by the laws. Neither is it 
recorded, tliat the writings of thofe old comedians were 
fnpprefTed, though the adting of them were forbid ; and 
ihat Plato commended the reading of ^riftophanes, the 
loofeft of them all, to his royal fcholar Dionyfius, is com- 
monly kno%vn, and may be excufed, if holy Chryfoftom, as 
is reported, nightly fludied fo much the fame author, and 
had the art to cleanfe a fcurriloas vehemence into the 
ftyle of a roufing fermon. That other leading city of 
Greece, Lacedfemon, confidering tliat Lycurgus their 
lawgiver was fo addkEled to elegant learning, as to have 
been the firft that brought out of Ionia the fcattered 
works of Homer, and fent the poet Thales from Crete 
to prepare and mollify the Spartan furlinefs with his 
fmooih fongs and odes, the better to plant among them 
law and civility ; it is to be wondered how raufelefs and 
unbookilb they were, minding nought but the feats of 
war. There needed no licenfing of books among them, 
for they difliked all but their own laconic apophthegms, 
and took a fliglit occafion to chafe Archilocus out of their 
dty, perhaps for coitlpofmg in a higher fVrain than their' 
own foldiery, ballads, and roundels, could reach to ; or 
if it were for his broad verrt:s, they were not therein fo 
cautious, but they were as-ditTokite in their promifcuous 
converfing; whence Euripides affirms in Andromache, 
that their women were all unchafttr. Thus much maygive 
OS light after what fort of books were prohibited amone , 
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the Greeks. The Romans alfo ibr many ages trained up 
only to a military rouglmers, lerembling moft the Lace* 
dsmonian guife, knew of learning little but what theff 
ttvelve tables and^he pontitic college with their augurs 
apd flamins taught them in religion and law; fo unac- 
quainted with other learning, that when Cameades and 
Critolaus, with the iloic Diogenes, coming embaiSdois 
to Rome, took thereby occafion to give the city a taflc 
of their philofophy, they were fufpedted for feducei* by 
no lefs' a man than Cato the cenfor, who n»)Yed it-ia- 1^ 
fenate to difmils them fpeedily, and to baniih all fuck . 
Attic babblers out of Italy. But Scipio and others of tic 
sobleft fenators withAood him andhisoldSabin-auAefity; 
honoured and admired the men ; and the cenfor hiniiell' 
• nt laft, in his old age, fell to the fludy of that whereef 
before he was fo fcrupulous. And yet at the &me timCs 
Naavius and Plautus, the firft I^ t in comedians, bad filled 
the city with all the borrowed fcencs of Menander and 
Philemon, Then began to be confidered there alfo what 
■was to be done to libellous books and authors ; for N»- 
vius was quickly caft into prifon for his unbridled pen, 
and releafed by the tribunes upon his recantation ; wo 
read alfo that libels were burnt, and the makers puniflied 
by Auguilus. The like feverity, no doubt, was ufed, i£ 
aught were impioufly written againtt their efteemed 
gods. Except in thefe two points, how the world, went 
in books, the magiftrate kept no reckoning. And there- 
fore Lucretius, without impeachment, verfifies his EpU 
curifm to Memmius, and had the honour to be fet ftwth 
the fecond time by Cicero, fo great a father of the ctwn- 
raonwealth, J although hirafelf difputes againft that opi- 
nion in his own writings. Nor was the fatirical (harp- 
nefs or naked plainnefs of Lucilius, or Catullus, or Flao 
cus, by any order prohibited. And for matters of Sai/h 
the ftory of Titus Liviua, though it extolled that poC- 
which Pompey held, was not therefore fupprefled }lf 
Oitavius Ciefar, of the other fadlion. But that Nafo 
was by him banifhed in his old age, for the wanton 
poems of his youth, was but a mere covert of ftate over 
fome fecret caufcj and befides, the books were neither 
baniJhed nor called in, From hence we ftiall meet with 

- littl« 
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Ktde elie but tyranny in the Roman empire, that We may 
not marvel, if not fo often bad ■ aS good books were 
filecced. I fliall therefore deem to have been- lai^ 
tftough, in producing what among the ancients was pu* 
nifliAble to write, fave only wiiich, all other arguments 
wera free to treat on, 

- By this time tiie emperors were become chriflians, 
wbofe difcipline in this point I do not find to have been 
IDOE& fefcre than what waa formerly in praiSice. The 
books of thofe whom they took to be grand heretic* 
were examinedj refuted, and condemned in the general 
Councils ; and not till then were prohibited, or burnt by 
authority of the emperor. As ftir the writings of heathen 
authors, unlefs they were plain invedlives againft chrift- 
ianity, as thofe of Porphyrius and Proclus, they met 
with no interdict that can be cited, till about the- year 
*00, in a Carthaginian council, wherein bilhops them- 
felves were forbid to read the books of gentiles, but he- 
refies they might read ; while others long before them on 
the contrary fcrupled more the books of heretics, than 
of gentiles. And that the primitive councils and bilhops 
were wont only to declare what books were not-com- 
mendable, paffing no further, but leaving it to each one's 
eonfcience to read or to lay by, till after the year 800, is 
obferved already by Padre Paolo the great unmaflcer of 
the Trentine council. After which time the popes of 
Some, engroffing what they pleafed of political rule into 
tiieir own hands, extended their dominion over men's 
eyes, as they had before over their judgments, burning 
*fid prohibiting to be read what they iancied not ; yet 
fparing in their cenfures, and the books net many which 
Miey fo dealt with ; till Martin the fiftli, by his bull not 
only prohibited, but was the firft that excommunicated 
Ae reading of heretical books j for about that time 
Wicfcliffe and Huflfe growing terrible were they who 
firft drove the papal court to a ftrictcr policy of prohibit- 
ing. Which courfe Leo the tenth and his fucceffors 
followed, until the council of Trent, and the Spanifti in- 
<juifition engendering together brought forth or perfetft- 
tti thofe catalogues and expurging indexes, that rake 
tfarough the entrails of many an old good author, with 
Us a rioht-. 
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a violation worfe than any could be offered to.bis torab." 
Nor did they flay in: matters heretical, but any fubjefl, 
that was not to their palate, they either condemned in a 
prohibition, or had it ftrai^t into the n.ew Purgatory of 
an index. To fill up the meafure of encroachment, their 
laft invention was to Ordain that no book, panjjJiiet ($ 
paper, fliould be printed (as if St. Peter had bequeaUied 
them the keys of the prefs alfo as well as of Parfidife) to- 
lefs it were approved and liceoied under the hamls .of 
two or three gluttonous friars, for exi^mple : 

Let the chancellor Cini be pleafed to fep jf in ibis 
prefent work be contained aught that may with- 
iiand the printing ; 

Vincent Rabbjita, vicar of Florence. 

J have feen this prefent work, and find, potlujig 
athwart the catholic faith and good manneis; in 
witnefs whereof I have given, Sic. 

Nicolo Cioi) chancellor of RoreDcc. 

Attending the precedent relaticm, it ib allowed tb»t 
this prefent work of Davanzati may be printed, 
Vincent Rabatfa, &c 

It may be printed, July 15. 

Friar Sinion Mompei d' Amelia, chancellor of t]w ; 
holy ofiice in Florence 

Sure they have a conceit, if he of the bottoailefs [ut 
had not long fince broke prifon, that this quadruple a- 
orcifm would bar him down. I fear their next defign 
will be to get into their cuftody the licenfiBg of that 
which they lay Claudius intended*, but went rot 
through with. Voucbfafe to fee another of their fonnst 
the Roman fiamp ; 

Imprimatur, If !t feem good to the reverend 1D^ 
of the holy palace, Belcaftro, vic^ereot 

• Qoo veniam daret flatnm crepituoique Tcntris in convivb tioWaif- 
*^ ^ Soelon. in CWW' 

ImprimaWi 
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Imprimatur, ' 
Friar Nicholo Rodolphi mafter of the holy palace. 

Sometimes five imprimaturs are feen together dialogue 
wife in the piatza of one titlepage, coftiplimenting and 
ducking each to other with their fhaven reverences, whe- 
ther the author, who ftan^S hy in perplexity at the foot 
of his epiftle, fhall to the prefs or to the fpiinge. Thefe 
are the pretty refponfories, thefe are the dear antiphonies, 
that fo bewitchdd of. late our prelates and their chap- 
lains, with the goodly echo Ihey made ; and befotted us 
to the gay imitation of a lordly imprimatur, one from 
lambeth-hoafe, another from the weft end of Paul's; fo 
apifhiy romanizing, that the wotd of command ftill was 
«t down in Latin ; as if the learned grammatical pen 
that wrote it would caft no ink without Latin ■, or per- 
haps, as they thought, becaufe no vulgar tongue was 
wwthy to exprds the pure conceit of an imprimatur; 
but rather, as I hope, for that our Englifh, the language 
of men ever famous and foremoft in the achievements of 
liljerty, will not eafily find fervile letters enow to fpell 
tach a didlatory prefumptipn englilhcd. And thus )■« 
hive the inventors, and the original of boot licenfing 
fipped up and drawn as lineally as any pedigree. We 
Mve it not, that can be heard of, from any ancient ftate, 
or polity, or church, nor by any ftatule left us by our an- 
ceftors elder or later ; nor from the modern cuftom of any 
reformed city or church abroad ; but from the moft anti- 
chriftian council, and the moft tyrannous inquifition, that 
*yer inquired. Till then boots were ever as freely ad- 
mitted into the world as any other birth ; the iflTue of the 
brain was no more ftifled than the ifliie of the womb ; 
DO envious Juno fat crofslegged over the nativity of any 
nian's intelleiEtual ofFspring ; but if it proved a monfter, 
who denies but that it was juftly burnt, or funk into the 
fa ? Bat that a book, in worfe condition than a peccant 
foul, Ihould be to ftand before a jury ere it be bom to 
the world, and undergo yet in darknefs the judgment 
of Radamanth and his colleagues, ere it can pafa the 
fcny backward into light, was never heard before, till 
that myfterious iniquity, provoked and troubled at thq 
' 1J4 &ft 
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firft entrance of refbrmatiori, fought out new Limboes ^od 
/\ Tf^vt Hells, 'wherein they might' include onr books alfo 
within the number of their damned. And this was the 
rare morfel fo officioufly fnatched up, and fo illfavoUp- 
'' -^ ^dly'iniitatcd by our inquifiturient bifhops, and the at- 
tendant minorites their chaplains. That ye like not po* 
thefe moft certain authors of this licenling order, fi^ 
that all iinifter intention was far diftant from ytrar 
thoughts, when ye were importuned the paffing it, tSX 
men who know the integrity of your aftions, and l^ow 
ye honour truth, will clear ye readily. 

But feme will fay, what though the inventors ffe« 
bad, the thing for all that may be good. It may fo ; yrt 
if that thing be no fuch deep invention, but obvious and 
eafy for any man to light on, and yet beft and wifeft 
commonwealths through all ages and occafions hare 
forbom to ufe it, and falfeft feducers and oppreffors of 
pen were the firfl: who took it up; and to no other pur- 
pofe but to obilrudl and hinder the firft approach of 
reformation ; I am of thofe who believe, it will be a 
harder alchymy than Lullius ever knew, to fublimate any 

food ufe out of fuch an invention. Yet this only is what 
requeft to gain from this reafon, that it may be held & 
dangerous and fufpicious fruit, as certainly it deferves, 
jfor the tregjt«t bpre it, until I can difleft one by wic 
the propefties it has. But I have firft to finifli, as was 
propouinded, what is to be thought in general of reading 
books, whatever fort they be, and whether be more flic 
benefit or the harm that thpncc proceeds. 

Not to infill upon the examples of Mofes, Daniel, and 
Paul, who were fkilful in all the learning of the Egypt- 
ians, Chaldeans, and Greeks, which could npt probably 
be without reading their books of all forts, in Paul efpe- 
cially, who thought it no defilement to infert into My 
fcripture the fentcncgs of three Greek poets, and one of 
them a tragedian; the queftion was notwithftanding 
fometimes controverted among the primitive dodtors, but 
with great odds on that fide which aijirnied it both law- 
ful and profitable, as was then evidently perceived, when 
Julian the j\poftate, and fubtleft enemy to our faith, 
pjide a d?pree fprbiddipg CtuifliaiW tt? ftwdy gf heathea 

learning ( 
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learaUig } for faid he, thpy wound us wjth o«r ovnn wea- 
pons, and with onr myn artsaad fciences they overcoriMt 
(IS, A»d irideed the Cbriftians jvere put fo to thtir fhifti 
l^ this cf^fty means, aijd fo-tnoch in danger to decline 
Into all ignQTanc^, tbat the two ApoIUnarii were fain, at 
H iBan, may fay, to poin all the feven liberal fciences out 
pf the Bible, reducing it into divers forms of orations, 
poems, dialogues, even .to the calculating of a new 
chriftian grammar. But, faith the hiftorian Socrates; 
the providence of God provided better than the induftry 
of ApoUinarius and his Ion, by talcing away that illiterate 
Uw with the life of him who devifed it. So great an in- 
jury they then held it to be deprived of Hellenic learn- 
ing; and thought it a perfecution more undermining 
and fecfetly decaying, the church, than the open crueltr 
of DeciuB or. Dioclelian. And perhaps it was the fame 
politic drift that the devil whipped St. Jerom in a lenten 
dream, for reading Cicero i or elfe it was, a phantafm, 
bred by the fever which had then fcized him- For had 
an angel been his difcipilincr, unlefs it were for dwelling 
too much on Cjcefonianifms, and had chaftifed the read- 
ing, not the vanity, it had been plainly partial ; firft to 
corredt him for grave Cicero, and not for fcurril Plautu^ 
whom he confellcs to have been reading not long before; 
next to correft him only, and let fo many more ancient 
fathers wax old in thofe plealant and florid ftudies with- 
out the laih of fuch a tutoring apparition; inforauch 
that Bafil teaches how fome good ufe may be made of 
Margitcsa fportful poem, not now extaqt, wntby Homer ; 
and why not then of Morgante an Italian romance much 
tothe fame purpofe ? But if it be agreed we ftiall be tried 
by vifions, there is a viiion recorded by Eufebius, far an- 
cienter than this tale of Jerom, to the nun ^iiljochiump 
and brJides, has nothing of a fever iu it. Dionyfius Alex- 
andrinus was, about the, year 240, a perfon of great 
name in the church, for piety and learning, who had 
wont to avail himfcif much againit heretics, by being 
convcrfant in their books ; until accrtain prelbyter laid 
it fcrupuloufly to his conlcience, how he durft \'enture 
Jiimfelf among thofe defiling volumes. The worthy man, 
iptb to give pffeRce^ fcU into ^ new debate with himfcif, 

what 
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what was to be thought j wherl fuddeftly A vHion ftift 
firom God, (it is his own epiftle that fo •ivtn it,) rtnli 
firmed him in thefe words: "Read any "books wiiatcvW 
come to thy hands, for thou art fufficitbrt both to jiidge 
aright, and to examine each matter." To this revelation 
he affented the fooncr, as he confeflts, bccSufe it Vfsi 
ahfwerable to that of the Apoftle to the Theflalonians i 
*' Prove all things, hold faft that which is good." And 
he might have added another remarkable feying of tlfi 
fame author: " To the pure, all things are pure;" ndi 
only meats and drinks, but ali kind of knowledge, whe- 
ther of good or evil ; the knowledge cannot defile, wtf 
confequently the books, if the will and confcience be not 
defiled. For books arc as meats and viands are j fomc 
of good» fome of evil fubftance; and yet God ia that 
unapoCryphal vifion faid without exception, *' rife Pctcr 
kill and eat;" leaving the choice to each man*s dJfcrc- 
tion. Wholefome meats to a vitiated fl:omach diffir 
little or nothing from vinwholefome ; and beft books to 
a naughty mind arc not unapplicable to occafions of eviL 
Bad meats will fcarcc breed good nouriftiment in die 
hcalthieft concotftion ; but herein the difference is of bad 
books, that they to a difcreet and judicious reader fcrvc 
in many rcfpe<as to difcover, to confute, to forewarn, and 
to illaftrate. Whereof what better witnefs can ye expefl 
I fliould p^uce, than one of your own now fitting in 
, parliament, Ihechief of learned men reputed in this land, 
Mr. Selden -, whofe volume of natural and nalioinal lawf 
proves, not only by great authorities brought together^ 
but by exquifite reafons and theorems almoft mathemati-* 
cally demonftrative, that all opinions, yea errours, known, 
read, and collated, are of main fervice and affiftance to- 
ward the;flpeedy attainment of what is truefi:. I conceive 
therefore, that when God did enlarge the univerfal diet 
of man's body (faving ever the rules of temperance,) fac 
then alfo, as before, left afbitrary the dieting and rej^- 
ing of our minds j as wherein every mature man might 
have to exercife his own leading capacity. How great 
a virtue is temperance, how much of moment through 
the whole life of man ! Yet God commits the managing 
fo great a iruft without particuliff law or prefcription, 

■wholly 
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wbolly to tUe demeanour ,of every: ^»wn man. And 
therefore when' he himfcif tabled th&Jcws from tje^ypn, 
tbat otoer, which wa» every man's,daily portipnof map- 
f^sti is computed to have been more .tha? migtit haye well 
iufficed the heartieft feeder thrice as qiany nw-als. For 
thofe anions which enter into a man, rather than ifTue 
out of htm> and therefore defile npt, God ufes not to C3p< 
tivaite under a perpetual childhood of prefcripUon, but 
trulls him with the gift of reafonto be hisowu ohoofcr; 
there were but little work left for preaching, if Jaw and 
^mpulfion fhould grow fo faft upon thofe things which 
i^eretofore were governed, only by exhortation. Solomon 
informs us, that much reading is a wearincfs to the flefli ; 
but neither he, nor other infpired author tells us that 
fuch or iuch reading is unlawful ; yet certainly had God 
thought good to limit us herein, it had been much more 
exp^ent to have told us what was unlawful, than what 
was wearifome. As for the burning of thofe Elphefian 
books by St. Paul's converts ; it is replied, the books wero 
magic, the Syriac fo renders them. It was a private afl, 
2. voluntary a&, and leaves us to a volunt-ary imitation : 
the men in reniorfe burnt thofe books which were their 
own ;■ the magiilrate by this example is not appointed ; 
thefe men pradiifed the books, another might perhaps 
faave read them in fome fort ufefully. Good and evil we; ■ 
know in the field of this world grow up tc^ether almoft 
infeparably ; and the knowledge of good is fo involved 
and interwoven with the knowledge of evil, and in fo 
many cunning refemblances hardly to be difcerned, that : 
thpfe confufed feeds which were irapofed upon Pfycbt^ 
as an inceilant labour to cull out, and fort afunder^ wem 
not more intermixed. It was from out the rind of one 
apple tailed, that the knowledge of good and evil, as two 
twins cleaving together, leaped forth into the world.. 
And perhaps this is that doom which Adam fell into ot 
knowing good and evil, that is to fay of knowing, good 
by evil. As therefore the ftate of man now is ; what 
wifdom can there be to choofe, what coptinepce to for- 
bear without the knowledge of evil ? He that can appre- 
hend and conlider vice with all her baits and. feepiiag 
plesfures, 4nd yd abilain, and yet diitinguifb, and yet 

prefer. 
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prefer that which is truly better, he is the frne warfering 
Chtiftian. I cannot praiK & fugitivbahd cloiftered virtiid 
'uttexercifed, and unbreadied, .that narerfallies ontaod 
=fee3 her adverfary, but'flinks out of the race, wb«sv tbaC 
immoital garland is lo be run feH", not withottt daft: and 
■heat. Afluredly we ts-ing not innocence into the world,* 
we bring impurity much rather ; that which purifies us 
is trial; and trial is by what is contrary. That ■rirtuo 
therefore which is, but a youngling in the contcmplatioa 
ef evil, and knows not the ulmoft that vice pronrifes to 
her followers, and rcjeftft it, is but a blank virtue, not a 
purci her whitenefs is but an excremental whitenefs; 
which was the reafon why our fage and feriouS poet 
Spenfer, (whom I dare be known to think a better teach- 
er than Scotus or Aquinas,) defcribing true temperance 
under the perfon of Guion, brings him in with his pal- 
mer through the cave of Mammon, and the bower of 
earthly blifs, that he might fee and know, and yrt 
jT-^bftain. Since therefore the knowledge and furvey of 
\\] vice is in this world fo neceflary to the conftituting of 
*^human virtue and the fcanning of errour to the amfirm- 
ation of truth, how can we more fafely, and with leta 
danger fcout into the r^ons of ftn and falfity, than by 
• reading all manner of traflates, and hearing all mannef 
~ of reafon ? And this is the benefit which may be bad of 
books promifcuoufly read. But of the harm that may 
refult hence, three kinds are ufually reckoned. Firft, id 
feared the infe£Uon that may fpread ; but then, all hu- 
man learning and controverfy in religious points muft 
remove out of the world, yea, the Bible itfelf ; for that 
cfltimes relates blafphemy not nicely, it defcribes the car- 
nal fenfe of wicked men not unelegantly, it brings in 
holieft men paflionately murmuring againft providence 
through all the ai^uments of Epicurus ; in other great 
difputes it anfwers dubioufly and darkly to the common 
reader ; and alk a Talmudift what ails tlie modefly of hia 
marginal Keri, that Mofes and all the prophets cannot 
perfuade him to pronounce the textual Chetiv. For 
thefe caufes we all know the Bible ilfelf put by the papifl 
into the firft rank of prohibited books. The ancienteft 
fathers muft be next removed, as Clement of AlexaDdria* 

and 



1 



A Speedtfof i&t Liberty nfunXieinfsd Prtntmg, 301 

and that Eufebian bopk of evarigeUc preparation, tranf- 
mitting our ears through a hoard of heathenifh obfceni- 
tie« to receive the gofpel. Who finds not that IrenseuSi 
Epiphanius, Jferom, . and othere. difcover more berefies 
than they wel): confute, and that oft for herefy which is 
the troer opinion ? , Nor boots it to lay for thefe, and all 
the heathen writers of greateli infefftion if it muft be 
thought fo, witli whom is bound up the life of human 
learning, that they vJrit in an unknown tongue, fo long 
as we are fare thofe languages are knqwn as well to the 
worft of men, who are both moft able, and moft diligent 
to ioftil the poifon they fuck, firft into the courts of 
jwinces, acquainting them with the choiceft delights, and 
criticifms of fm. As perhaps did that Petronius, whom 
Nero called his arbiter, the mafter of his revels ; and 
that notorious ribald ofArezzo, dreaded and yet dear 
tfi the Italism courtieis. 1 name not him for pofterity's 
fake, whom H^nry the eighth named in merriment 
his vicar of HelL By which compendious way all the 
contagion that foreign books can infufe will find a 
■ paffage to the people far eafier and fhorter than an In- 
; dian voyage, though it could be failed cither by the north 
of Cataio eaftward, or of Canada weftward, while our 
Spanilh iicenfmg gags the Englifli prefs never fo feverely. 
But on the other fide, that infciSion which is from books 
erf" controverfy in religion, is more doubtful and danger- 
ous to the learned, than to the ignorant ; and yet thofe 
books muft be permitted untouched by the licenfcr. It 
will be hard to inftance where any ignorant man hath 
been ever feduced by any papiftical book in Englifli, 
unlefs it were commended and expounded to him by 
fomeof that clergy; and indeed all fuch tractates, whe- 
ther falfe or true, are as the prophecy of Ifaiah was to 
the eunuch, not to be " underftood without a guide." 
Bat of our priefts and do»5lors how many have been cor- 
rupted by ftudying th'o comments ofjefuits and Sorbo- 
ziifts, and how faft they could transfufe that corruption 
into the people, our experience is both late and fad. It 
is not forgot, iince the acute and diAiniSt Arminius was 
perverted merely by the perufing of a namelefs difcourfe 
written at Delftj which at firft he took in hand to con- ' 
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fute. Seifing therefore that thofe Books, arid thofe 'ilf 
great abundance which are likrik-ft to taint both" life' add' 
doctrine, cartnot be fupprcffcd wUhont the fall of learn- 
ing, and of all ability in difputation, and that thefe Ixjoks' 
of either fort are moft and fooncft catching to theleamedi 
(from whom to the common people whatever is hereti<?al- 
or diflblute may quickly be conveyed,) and that evil' 
manners are as perfe<£tly learnt without books a tboufand' 
other ways which cannot be flopped, dnd evil doiftrine- 
not with books can propagate, except a teacher guidef, 
which he might alfo do without writing, and fo beyotid' 
prohibiting ; I am not unabJe to unfold, how this catite^ ' 
lous enterprife of hcenfing can be exempted from tlic' 
number of vain and impolijble attempts. And he who 
were pteafantly difpofed, could not well avoid to liken 
it to the exploit of that gallant man, who thought tO' 
pound up the crows by (hutting his park gate. Befides ' 
another inconvenience, if learned men be the iirft receiv- 
ers out of books, and difpreaders both of vice and ferrour, 
bow fhall the licenfcrs themfeives be confided in, unlefs 
vecat) conftr upon them, or they affume to themfeives' 
above all others in the land, the grace of infallibility and ' 
unctn-ruptedoefi ? And again, it it be true, that a mfc' 
man, like a 'good refiner, can gather gold out of the ' 
(iroffieft volume, and that a fool will be a fool with the 
beft book, yea, or without book ; there is no reafon that 
we fhould deprive a wife man of any advantage to his 
wifdom, while we feek to reftrain from a fool that which 
being reftrained will be no hinderance to his folly. For ; 
if there fliould be fo much cxaflnefs always ufed to keep 
that from htm which is unfit for his reading, we fliould 
in the judgment of Ariftotle not only, but of Solomon, 
■and of our Saviour, not vouchfafe hira good precepts, 
aitd by confequence not willingly admit him to good 
books ; as being certain that a wile man will make bet- 
ter ufe of an idle pamphlet, than a fool will do of facred 
fcripture. 

It is next alleged, we muft not expofe ourfelves to 
temptations without neceffity, and next to that, not em- 
ploy our time in vain things. To both thefe objeftions 
one anl'wer will ferve, out of the grounds already laid, 
■ . that 
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But to all men fuch boo^s are not temptations, nor vani- 
ties; but uiefiil diugs and materials wlierewith to tefQper 
and compofe efFe<Sive and ftrongroedioines* which man's 
life cannot want. The reft, as chiidren,and childifh men, 
who have not the art to quality and prepare thefe work- 
ing minerals, well may be exhorted to forbear, but hin- 
dmd forcibly they cannot be, byall the licenfing that 
Ikinted inquifition could ever yet contrive ; which is what 
I prcmiifed to ddiver next : that this order of licenling 
A ctmduces nothing to ihe end for which it was framed ; 
and hath almoft prevented me by being clear already 
while thus much hath been explaining. See the inge- 
nuity of truth, who, when fhe gets a free and willing 
hand, opens herfelf fafter than the pace of method and 
difcourfe can overtake her. It was the tafk which I 
began with, to fliow that no nation, or well inftituted 
ftate, if they valued books at all, did ever ufe this way of 
liceniing ; and it might be anfwered, that this is a piece 
of prudence lately difcovered. To which I return, that 
as it was a thing flight and obvious to think on, fo if it 
had been difficult to find oat, there wanted not among 
them long fmce, who fuggefted fuch a courfe; which 
they not following, leave us a pattern of their judgment 
that it was not the not knowing, but the net approving, 
which was the caufe of their not ufing it. Plato, a man 
(^ high authority indeed, but Iqafl of all for his Commrai- 
weidth, in the book of his laws, which no city ever yet 
received, fed his fancy with making many edids to his 
airy burgomafters, which they who otherwife admire- 
him with had been rather buried and excufed-in the 
genial cups of an academic night fitting. By which laws 
he feems to tolerate no kind of learning, but by unalter- 
able decree,* confifting moft of pradlical traditions, to the 
attainment whereof a library of fmallcr bulk than his 
Own dialogues would be abundant. And there alfo 
enads, that no poet Oiould fo much as read to any pri- 
vate man what he had written, until the judges and law 
keepers had feen it, and allowed it; but that Plato meant- 
this law peculiarly to that commonwealth which he had 
imagined, and to no other, is evident. Why was he not 
dfe a lawgiver to himfclf, but a tranfgreflbr, a^d to be. 

expcU^^, 
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expelled by hii own hiagiflratcs, both fof thd walitofl 
q)igrams and dialogues which he made, and his perpe- 
tual reading of Sophron, Mimus, and AriftophaneSi 
books of groffeft infemy ; and alfo for commending the 
latter of thcm> though he were the malicious libeller of 
his chief friends, to be read by the tyrant Dionyfios^ 
who had little need of fuch traih to fpend his time on ? 
But that he knew this Ucenfing of poems had refercncti 
and dependance to many other provifoes there fet dowil 
in his fancied republic, which in this world could hayC' 
no place ; and fo heither he himfelf, nor aay magiliratc 
or city ever imitated that courfe, which taken apart from 
thofe other collateral injuntftions muft needs be vain and 
fiuitlefs. For if they fell upon one kind of flridbiefs, 
imlefs their care were equal to regulate all other things 
of like aptncfs to corrupt the mind* Aat fingle endcaTour 
they knew would be but a fond labour ; to fliut and for- 
tify one gate againft corruption, and be necellitated to 
leave others round about wide open. If we think to re- 
gulate printing, thereby to reiSify mannas, we mull 
regulate all recreations and pafiimes, all that is delightfiil 
to man. No mufic muft be heard, no fong be fet tx 
fung but what is grave and doric There muft be Ji- 
' eenfing dancers, that no gefture, luotion, or deportment 
be taught our youth, but what by their allowance Ihall 
be thought honeft ; for fuch Plato was provided o£ ft 
will atk more than the work of twenty licenfcrs to ex- 
amine all the lutes, the violins, and the guitars in eveiy 
houfe ; they muft not be fuffered to prattle as they dot 
but muft be licenled what they may fay. And wbo 
fliall filence all the airs and madrigals that whifper foft- 
nefs in chambers f The windows alfo, and the bdconies 
nmil be thought on ; there are flirewd books, with dai- 
gerous frontifpieces, fet to fale ; who fhall prohibit then), 
ihall twenty licenfers ? The villages alfo muft have thar 
vifitors to inquire what le«flures the bagpipe, and the 
rebec reads, even to the ballatry and the gamut of 
every muncipal tidier ; for thefe are the countryman'j 
Arcadias, and his Monte Mayora. Next, what more na- 
tional corruption, for which England hears ill abroad, 
than houfehold gluttony ; who fli^l be the redors of our 
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daily rioting ? And what fhall be doac to. inhibit the 
multitudes, that freq^uent thofe houfes where di,"iinkennefs. 
isfold and harboured? Ouf garmenjts alio ihouId.be. 
referred to the licenfing of tome more fober workmaflers, 
to fee them cut into a lei's wanton garb. Who Ihall re-^ 
gulate all the mixed converfation of our youth, male and 
female together, as is the fafliion of thb country ? Who, 
ihall ftill appoint what Ihall be difcourfed, what pre- 
fumcd, and no further ? Laftly, who fliall foibid and 
feparate all idle refort, all evil company ? Thefe things 
will be, and muft be; but how they fhall be Icaft hurt- 
ful, how lead enticing, herein confifts the grave and go- 
verning wifdom of a ftate. To fequefter out of the world 
into Atlantic and Eutopian politics, which never can be 
drawn into ufe, will not mend our condition ; but to, 
ordain wifely as in this world of evil, in the midft 
whereof God hath placed us unavoidably. Nor is it 
Plato's licenfing of books will do this, which neceflarily 
pulls along with it fo many other kinds of licenfing, as 
will make us all both ridiculous and weary, and yet fruf- 
tratej but thofe unwritten, or at leaft unconftraining 
laws of virtuous education, rehgious and civil nurture, 
which Plato there mentions, as the bonds and ligaments 
of the commonwealth, the pillars and the fuftaioers of 
every written ftatute ; thefe they be, which will bear chief 
fway in fuch matters as thefe, when, all licenfing will be 
eafily eluded. Impunity and remiflhefs for certain are 
the bane of a commonwealth ; but here the great art lies, 
to difcern in what the law is to bid reftraint and punifh- 
ment, and in what things perfuafion only is to work. If 
every action which is good or evil in man at ripe j^eara 
were to be under pittance, prefcription, and compul- 
fion, what were virtue but a name, what praife could be 
then due to well doing, what gramercy to be fober, 
juft, or continent J Many there be that complain of di- 
vine providence for fufFering Adam to tranfgrefs. F09I- 
ifli tongues ! when God gave him reafbn, he gave him 
freedom to choofe, for reafon Is but choofing ; he had 
been elfe a mere artificial Adam, fuch an Adam as be is ' 
in the motions. We ourfelves efteem not of that obedi- 
ence,, or love, or gift, which is of force j God therefore , 
Vol. I. X , left 



306 A speech for the Uherty of unliceiifed Prinik^. 

left him fi**, firt before him a provoking objeftj iever 
almoft in his eyes ; herein confided bis merit, herein the 
right of hfehjward, the praife of his abftinence. Where- 
fore did he create paiTions within us, pleafures round 
about us, but that thcfe rightly tempered are the very 
ingredients of virtue ? They are not (kilful confidererS 
of human things, who imagine to removefin, by remov- 
ing the matter of fin ; for, befides that it is a huge heap 
increafing under the very aft of diminifliiiig, though 
fome part of it may for a time be withdrawn from foine 
perfons, it cannot from all, in fuch a univerfal thing as 
books arc ; and when this is done, yet the fiii ron^ns 
entire. Though ye take from a covetous man all his 
treafure, he has yet one jewel left, ye cannot bereave him 
of his covtrtoufnefs. Banifli all objefts of luft:, fliut up 
all youth into the fevereft difcipline that can be exercifra 
in any hermitage, ye cannot make them chafie, that 
came not thither fo : fuch great care and wifdom is FC-> 
quired to the right managing of this pOint. Suppofe we 
could expel fin by this means ; look now much we thus 
expel of fin, fo much we expd of virtue : for the matter 
of them both is the fame : remove that, and ye reraove , 
them both alike. This juflifies the high providence of 
God, who, though he commands us temperance, juflice, 
.continence, yet pours out before us even to a ptofiifeneft 
all defirable things, and gives us minds that can wander 
beyond all limit and fatiety. Why fhould we then affeft a 
rigour contrary to the manner of God and of nature, by 
abridging or fcanting thofe means, which books, fiwh 
permitted, are both to the trial of virtue, and the exerrifc 
of truth ? It would be better done, to learn that the law 
muft needs be frivolous, which goes to reftrain things, 
uncertainly and yet equally working to good, and to cnl. 
And were I the choofer, a dram of well doing fhotdd 
be preferred before many times as much the forcible hin- 
derance of evil doing. For God fure efteems the growth 
and completing of one virtuous perfon, more than the 
Tcftraint of ten vicious. And albeit, whatever thingwc 
hear or fee, fitting, walking, travelling, or converfing, 
may be fitly called our book, and is of the fame cffeft 
jthat writings are; yet grant the thing to be prohibited 
' ' ■ vcre 
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Were only books, itappears tiiat this order hitherto-is far 
infufficient to the end which it intends. Do we not fee, 
not once or ofteoer} but weekly, that continued court- 
libel againft the parliament and city, printed, as the wet 
iheetB can witnefe, and difpcrfed among us for all that 
Jioenfing can do ? ' Yet this is the prime fervice a man 
would think wherein this order fhould give proof of it- 
felf. If it were executed, you will fay. But certain, if 
execution be remifeor blindfold now, and in this paiti- 
cular, what will it be hereafter, and in other books i If 
then the order ijiall not be vain and fruftrate, behold a 
new labour, lords and commons, ye rauft repeal and pro- 

' fcribe all fcandalous and unlicenfed books, already print- 
ed and divulged : after ye have drawn them up into a 
lift, that all may know which are condemned, and which 
not ; and ordain that no foreign books be delivered out 
efcuftody, till fhey have been read over. This office 
will require the whole time of not a few overfeera, and 
thofe no vulgar men. There be alfo books which are 
partly nfeful and excellent, partly culpable and peraicir 
ous ; this work will alkiias many more officials, to make 
expurgati(KiB and expuni£tions, that the commonwealth 
of learning be not damnified. In fine, when the mul- 
titude of books increafe upon their hands, ye mull be 
fain to catalogue all thofe printers who are found fre- 
quently offending, and forbid the importation of their 
whole fufpeftcd typography. In a word, that this your 
order may be exait, and not deficient, ye muft reform it 

■'perfedtly according to the model of Trent and Sevi], 
which I know ye abhor to do. Yet though ye ihoultJ 
condefcend to this, which God forbid, the order ftill 
would be but fruitlefs and defective to tJiat end whereto 
ye meant it. If to prevent fedts and fchifins, who is fo 
imread or uncatechifed in ftory, that hath not heard of 
manyfedis refiifing books *s ahindprance, andpreferving 
their do&ine unmixed for many ages, only by unwritten 
traditions? The chriittan faith, (for that was once a- 
fchifm !) is not unknown jo have fpread all over Afia, ere 
any gofpel or epiftle was feen in writing. If the amend- 
ment of manners be aimed at, look into Italy and Spain, 
fl^cther thofe places be one fcruple the better, the ho- 
X ^ nefter. 
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nefter, the wifer, the charter, fince all the inqtiifitioD^ 
rigoar that hath been executed upon books. 

Another reafon, whereby to make it plain that this 
order will mifs the end it feeks, conftder by the qiialitf 
which ought to be in every licenfer. It cannot be 
denied, lyit that he who is made judge to lit upon the 
birth or death of Books, whether they may be wafied 
into this world or not, had need to be a man above ihc 
common meafure, both ftudious, learned, and judicious ; 
there may be elfe no mean miftakes in the cenfufc of 
what is paflable or not; which is alfo no mean injury. 
If he be of fuch worth as behoves him, there cannot be 
3 more tedious and unpleafing' journey work, a greater 
lofsof time letied upon his head, than to be made the 
perpetual reader of unchofen books and pamphTets, oft- 
times huge volumes. There is no book that is accept- 
able, unlefs at certain feafonsj but to be enjoined the 
reading of that at all times, and in a hand fcarce legible, 
whereof three pages would not down at any time in the 
faireft print, is an impofition which I cannot believe 
how he that values time, and his own ftudies, or is but 
of a fcnfible noftril, fhould be able to endure. In this 
one thing I crave leave of the prefent licenfers to be par- 
doned for fo thinking ; who doubtlefs took this office up, 
looking on it through their obedience to the parliameot, 
whofe command perhaps made all things feem cafy and 
unlaborious to them ; but that this fiiort trial hath wea- 
ried them out already, their own exprefficms and excufes 
to them, who make fo many journeys to folicit their 
licence, are teftimony enough. Seeing therefore thofc, 
who now poflefs the emplojTnent, by all evident figns 
wifii themfelves well rid of it, and that no man of worth, 
none that is not a plain anthrlft of his own hours, is ever 
likely to fucceed them, except he mean to put himfelf 
to the falary of a prefs corre«5tor, we may eafily forcfee 
what kind of licenfers we are to expcdt hereafter, eitba 
ignorant, imperious, and remifs, or bafely pecuniary. 
I'his is what I had to Ihow, wherein this' order cannot 
conduce to- that eod, whereof it bears the intention. 

I laftly proceed from the no good it can do, to the raa- 
nifefl: hurt it caufes, iu being firft the greateft difcourage- 

HKDt 
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VKnt and aSront that can, be offered to learning, and to. 
learned men. ,It was the complaint apd lamentation of. 
prelates, upon every leaft breath of a motion to remove, 
pluralities, and diftribute more equally church revenues,- 
that then all learning would be for ever dafhcd and dif- 
couraged. Butas for that opinion, ,1 never found.caiiie 
to think, that: the tenth part of learning flood or fell with, 
the clergy : nor.could I ever but hold it for a fordid and 
ynworthy fpeei^ pf any churchman, who had a compe- 
tency left him. .If therefore ye be loth to difhcarten ut- 
terly and difcOnOent, not the inercenary crew of falfe pre- 
tenders to learning, but thC free and ingenuous fort of 
luch as evidently were born to ftudy and love learning 
for itfelf, not for lucre, or any other end, but the fervice 
pf God and of truth, and perhaps that lafting fame an4 
perpetuity of praifc, which God and good men have con- 
tented fhall be the reward of thofe, whofe pubhlhed la- 
bours advance the good of mankind : then know, that fo 
far to djftruft the judgment and the honefty of one who 
hath but a common repute in learning, and never yet 
offended, as not to count him fit to print his mind with- 
out a tutor and examiner, left he Jhould drop a fchifm, 
orfoiuething of corruption, is the gFCateft difpleafure 
and indignity to a free ^nd knowing fpirit, that can be 
put upon.hinj. What advantage 13 it to be a man, over 

, It is to be a boy at fchool, if we have only efcapcd the 
ferula, to fome under the fefcue of an Imprimatur ? If 
ferious and elaborate writings, as if they, were no more 
than the theme of a grammar-lad under his pedagogue, 
muft not be uttered withput the curfory eyes of a tempo- ' 
rizing and extemporizing licenfer ? He ;who ia not truft- 
ed with his own anions, his drift not being known to W 

■ evil, and ftanding to the hazard of law and penalty, has 
no great argument to think himfelf reputed in the com- 
monwealth wherein he was bom for other than a fool 
or a foreigner, ^\''hcn a man writes to the world, he 
ifummons up all his reafon and deliberation to aflift him j 
he fearches, meditates, is induftrious, and likely confults 
and confers with his judicious friends ; after all whicb 
done, he takes himfelf to be informed in what he writes, 
^ well as any that writ before him ; if in this the moft 
%■ ^ confiimmatQ 
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confummate afX o£ his fidelity and ripend^, no ye^» nOt 
induftry, no former proof of his abilities can bring him 
to that ftate of maturity, as not to be ftiU miftraft^ and 
liifpedted, unlefs he cany all his confiderate diligence, all 
his midnight watchings, and expcnfe of Paliadian oi)y 
to the h^y view of an unleifurcd licenfer, perhaps 
much his younger, perhaps far his inferior in judgment," 
perhaps one who never knew the laboufof bookwriting y 
and if he be not repulfed,- or flighted, tnuli appear in 
print like a puny with his guardian, and his cenfor'* 
hand on the back of his title to be' his bail and furety, 
that he is no ideot oi feduc^ ; it cannot be but a dil- 
honour and derogation to the author, to the book, to 
the privilege and dignity of learning. And what if the 
author fliallbe one fo copious of fancy, as to have 
inany things well worth the adding, come into his mind 
after licenfing, while the boc^ is yet imder the pref^ 
which not feldom happens to the beft and diligenteft 
writers ; and that perhaps a dozen times in one book. 
The printtr dares not go beyond his licenfed copy ; fa 
often then muft the author trudge to his leave-giver, that ■ 
thofe his new infertiohs maybe viewed; and many a 
jaunt will be made, ere that licenfer,- for it muft be the 
fame man, can eiiher be found, or found at leifure ; mean 
while either the prefe muft fland ftill, which is nofitiall 
damage, or the author !ofe ■ his accurateft thoughts, aod 
fend the book forth worfe than he had made it, which 
to a idiligent writer is thegreateft melancholy and vexa- 
tion that can tefel. ■ And how ■ can a man teach with 
authority, which is the life of teaching; how can he be- 
a doftor in his book as he ought to be, or elfe had better 
be fildnt, whenas all he teaches, all be ddlivers, is hot 
iinder the tuition, under the corre£lion of his patriarchal 
Jicerifer, to ■ blot cw alter what precifely accords not with 
the hide-bOund humour whfch he calls his judgmeatJ 
When every acute reader ilpon the-firft fight of a pedan'- 
iic licence, will be ready with thefe like words to ding 
the bbdk a coit's diftance from him, I hate a pupil teach- 
er, I endnre not an inftruflor that comes to me under 
the wardihip of an overfeeing fift. I know nothing of 
the liccnlb-,' but that I have his own hand hete forhi^ . 

arrogance;' 
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arrogance ; who Ihall warrant me his judgment ? The 
flate, fir, replies the ftationer : but has a quick return, 
the ftate ftiall be my governors, but not my critics ; they 
may be miftaken in the choice of a licenfer, as eafily as 
this licenfer may be miftaken in an author. This is 
fome comnion ftuff ; and he might add from lir Francis 
Bacon, that " fuch authorized books are but the language 
gf the times." For though a licenfer fhould happen to 
be judicious more than ordinary, which will be a great 
jeopardy of the next fucceffion, yet his very office, and 
his commiflion enjoins him to let pafs nothing but what 
is vulgarly received already. Nay, which is more lament- 
able, if the work of any deccafed author, though never fo 
&mou3 in his lifetime, and even to this day, comes to 
their hands for licence to be printed, or reprinted, if there 
be found in his book one fentence of a venturous edge, 
uttered in the height of zeal, (and who knows whetliep 
it might not be the dii5tate of a divine fpirit ?) yet no^ 
fuiting with every low decrepit humour of their own, 
though it were Knox himfelf, the reformer, of a kingdom 
that fpake it, tbey will not pardon him their dafli ; the. 
fenfe of that great man fliall to all pofterity be loft, for 
the fearfulnels, or the prefumptuous raftinefsof a per- 
fundtory licenfer. And to what an author this violence 
hath been lately done, and in what book of greateft eo^ir 
fequence to be faithfully publifhed, I could now inftan^, 
but ftiall forbear till a more .convenient fealbn, Yet if 
thefe things be not refented ferioufly and timely by thieni \ 
who have the remedy in their power, but that f\ich iron- 
moulds as thefe {hall have authority to gnaw out the' 
choiceft periods of exquifiteft books, and to commi^ ' 
fuch a treacherous fraud againft the orplian ■ remainders .. 
ofworthiefl: men after death, the more forrow will. belong , 
to that haplefsrace of men, whofe misfortune it is to h^vc 
underftanding. Henceforth let no man care to lean}. 
Or care to be,more than worldly wife ; for, certainly ija 
higher matters to be ignorant and flothful, to be a cpm- 
nion ftead&ft dunce^ will be the only plealant ,Iife, an4 , 
only in requeft. 

And as it is a particular difefteem of d^ery .jMiowii^ 
perfonaliv^ andnwft injurioi)'^ to the written Jaboi^a .^ 
X 4 and 
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and rnonuments of the dead, fo to me it feems an under- 
-valning and vilifying of the whole nation. I cannot fet io 
light by all the invention, the art, the wit, the grave and 
Iblid jiidgment which is in England, as that it can be com- 
prehended in 'any twenty capacities how good foever; 
itinch lefs that it Ihould not pafs except their fnperintend- 
ence be over it, except it be fifted and fh'ained with their 
ftrainers, that it Ihoqld be uncurrent without their manual 
Uamp. Truth and underftanding are not fuch wares as 
■to be monopolized and traded in by tickets, and ftatutes, 
and ftandards. We rnuft not think to make a flap!© 
commodity of all the knowledge in the land, to mark 
. and licenfc it like our broad cloth and oiir woolpacks. 
"What is it but a fefvitude like that impofed by the Phi- 
liftincs, not to be allowed the fharpening of our own 
axes and coulters, but we mufl: repair from all quarters 
to twenty liccnfing forges ? Had any one written and di- 
Tulgcd erroneous things and fcandalous to honeft life, 
iDifufrng and forfeiting the efteem had of hiS' reafon 
among men, if after conviflion this only cenfure were 
adjudged him, that he ihould never henceforth write, 
but whaf were firft' examined by an appointed officer, 
whofe hand fhonld be annexed to pafs his credit forbim, 
that now he might be fafely read ; it could not be ap- 
prehended lefs than a difgraceful punifhment. Whence 
to include the whole nation, and thofe that never yet 
thus offended, under fuch a diffident and fufpcftful pro- 
hibition, may plainly be underftood what a diiparagement 
it is. So much the more whenas debtors and delinquen'* 
maywalk abroad without a keeper, but iinoffenfivcbools 
niuft not flir forth without a vifible jiiilor in their title. 
J^or is it to the common people lefs than a reproach; 
for if we be fo jealous over them, as that we dare not 
trufl them with an Englifh pamphlet, what do wc but 
cenfure them for a giddy, vicious, and ungrounded peo- 
ple ; in fuch a fick and weak eftate of fa ith and difcretion, 
"as to be able to take nothing down but through the 
pipe of a licenfer ? That this is care' or love of them, vc 
cannot pretend, whenas in thofe popifli places, where the 
laity are mofi: hated and defpifed, the fame flriftnefs is 
ufed over them. Wifdom we cannot call it, becaufc it 

ftops 
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flops but one breachopHcencCj nor that neither : whenaS 
Ihofe corruptions, which it leeks to prevent, breat in 
faftcr at other doors, which cannot be fhot. 

And in ■conclufion it rcfletfts to the difrepute of our 
niiniftei-s alfo, of whofe labours we fhould hope better, 
and of their proficiency which their flock reaps by them, 
than that after all this light of the gofpcl which is, and 
i& to be, and all this continual preaching, they ihould be 
fiill frequented iVith fuch ati unprincipled, unedified, and 
laic ratfcle, as that the'whifF of every new pamphlet 
ihould ftagger them out of their catechifm and chriAian 
walking. This may have much reafon to difcourage the 

. minifters, when fuch a Idw conceit is had of all their ex- 
fcOrtations, arid the benefiting of their hearers, as that 
they are not thought fit to be turned loofe to three fheets 
'of paper without a licenfer j that all the fermons, all the 
lectures preached, printed, vended in fuch numbers, 
and fuch Volumes, as have now well-nigh made all other 
ijooks unfalcable, ihould not be armour/Cnough againft 
one fingle Enchiridion, without the caftle of St. Angela 
of ah Imprimatur. 

And left fome Ihould perfuade ye, lords and commonB, 

" that thefe ailments of learned men's difcouragement at 
this your order are mere flourifhes, and not Teal, I could 
recount what I have feen and heard in other coimtriea, 
where this kind of inquifition tjTannizesj when 1 have 
fat among their learned men, (for that honour I had,) 

, and been counted happy to be born in fuch a place -^Jf 
philofophic freedom, as they fuppofi;d England was, 
while themfelvesdid nothing but bemoan the fervile con- 
dition into which learning amongft them was brought! 
that this was it which bad damped the glory of Italian 
;Tyitsj that nothing had been there written now thefc 
many years but flattery and'^faftian. There it was that I 
found and vifited the famous Galileo grownold, a pri- 
foner to the inquifition, for-thinking in aftmnomy othw- 
wife than the francifoan and dominican licenfers thought. 
And though I knew that England then was groaning 
loudeft under the pr^^latical yoke, neverthelefe I took it 
as a pledge of future happinefs, that other nations were 
fo perfuaded of her liberty; Yet WEts it beyond my hope, 
'■ ' ; that 
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that thofe worthies we)% theo breptbing In her air, who 
jhould be her leaders to fuch a deliverance, as ihall nerei 
be forgotlen by any revolution of time that this world 
liath to iinifti. When that was once begun, it was. as 
little in my fear, that what words of complaint I heeird 
ffUKXig learned men of other parts uttered againfl the in- 
tjuifition, the lame I ihould hear by as learned men st 
home uttered in time of parliament againft an order of 
licenfing ; and that fo generally, that when I had dif- 
fitofed mvfelf a companion of their difcontent, I mi^t 
fey, if without envy, that he whom an hon^ quaeflor- 
ihip had endeared to the Sicilians, was not more .by them 
. importuned againft Verres, than the favourable opiniQn 
which I had among vmxy who honour ye, and are 
Imown and refpedied by ye, loaded me with entreaticf 
and perfuafions, that I would not defpair to lay togeth^ 
that which juft reafon Hiould bring into my mUid, to- 
v^ard'the removal of an undeferved thraldom upoq 
{earning. That this is not therefore the diihurdening of 
« particular fincy, but the common grievance of alt 
thofe who had prepared their minds and ftudies above 
^ vulgar pitch to advance truth in others, and from 
Others to entertain it, thus much may ,fatisfy. And in 
Hheir name I fh»ll for neither friend nor foe conceal what 
^e general nturmuris; that if it come to iuquifitioning 
figain, and licenling, and that we are fo timorous w 
curieltes, and fi^picious of all men, as to fear each book, 
:vnA the fljaking of every leaf, before we know what the 
contents are ; if fotne who but of late were little better 
iktKi filenced (wm preaching, Ihall come now to filence 
OS from reading, except what they pleafe, it cannot be 
gueili^d what is intended by fwne but & fec43nd tyranny 
OTcrlearDing: andwillfo<?n pot it out of controverfy, 
that ;bifliops and prefby tM-8 are the fame to U8 both nam 
*nd thing. . That thtrfe evils of prelaty which before 
from five or fix and twenty feeg were diitributivejy 
forged upon the wbc^e people, will now light wholly 
; upon learning, is not obli:ure fo us : whenas now tbe 
paftor of a fmall tinJearned parifli, on the fudd^g ftajl 
•be exaked archbifliop over a large diocef^ of books, and 
.yet not remwe, but keep his 6tl)si:.c««. too* jajnyftica' ; 

' pluraliAi 
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^uralift He viho but of late cried down the fole ordi- 
tutian of every novice bachelor of art, and denied fola 
jurifdi<9ion over the fimpleft parifbioner, fbail now at 
home in his private chair affume bgth thefe over wprthi- 
efl: and eXceUenteft books, and aUeft authon that writs 
tbem. This is not> ye covenants and protellations that 
we have made 1 this is tuA to put down prela^ i this if 
but to chop an epifcopacy ; this is but to tranflate th^ 
palace -metropolitan from one kind of domiirion into 
another ; this is but an old canonical flight of coiqniutw 
ing our penance. To ftartle thus betunes at a mere 
nnlicenfed. pamphlet, will, after a while, be afraid of 
every conventicle, and a. while after wiU, jnake accHi- 
venticle of ev^ry chriflian ' meeting. But I am oertiain, 
that a ftate governed by the rules of joilice and fortitude, 
or a church baik ^d founded upcm the rqck . of faith 
aod true koowledge, cannot be fp pofillanimous. While 
things stct yet not conftltuted in reUgicH], that freedom of 
writing Ihould be rellrained by a difcipline imitated 
from the prelates, and learned by .them irom the inquif 
fition to ihut us up all again into the breaft of a licenfer^ 
mAft needs give caufe of doubt and difcouragemejit to 
all learned and religious men : who cannot but difceru 
the linenefs of this politic drift, and who are the contriv- 
ers ; that while bilhops were to be baited down,- thefl aU 
prelTes might be open ^ it was the people's birthrigfit 
and privilege in time of parliament, it was the breakitlg 
forth of light But now die bilhops abrogated and void- ■ 
cd out of the church, as if our r«Fonnation fought no 
more, but to make room for others into their feats under 
another name ; the epifcopal arts begin to bud again ; 
(he cruife of; truth muft run no more oil ; liberty of 
printing muft be enthralled again under a prelatical^ ' 
commimon of twenty; the privilege of the people nulli- 
fied J and which is worfe, the freedom of learning muft 
groan again, and to her old fetters : all this the parlift-'- 
ment yet fitting. Although their own late aigumeifts ' 
and defences againft the prelates might remember them, ' 
that this obftru»fting violence meets for the moft .p»t ■ 
with an event utteriy oppofite to the end which it drives '' 
at : inftead of fupprefling feSa and fchifms, it raifes tiiem " 

and" 
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and itiyeft> them With -st repulatioii : " the punifliing 
of wits enhances tbtfir authority," faith the vifcount St, 
Albatts; "-jmd a forbidcfcn writing' is thought to be a 
certain'fparfe of truth', that flies up in the faces of them 
who feet to tread it but." This order therefore may 
i priwe a nui^ng mother to fe<ft3, but I Ihall eafily Ihow 
' how it will be a ftepdanie to truth : and firft by difen- 
ablirtg usto the maintaihanco of what is known already. 
■ Well kflo*jvs he who ufes to consider, that our faith 
and knowledge thri\'e« by«»ercife,- as wel! as our Umbs 
and complexion. Truth is compared in fcripture to a 
ftreaniihg fountain; iPh'er waters flow not in a perpetual 
progritffion, they fitkefi intoa muddy pool of conformity 
and tradition. ' A man m^y be a heretjc in the truth ; 
and if he believe things only-becaufe his paftor fays fo, 
or the aflembly fo detdrmiiies, without knowing othet 
reafon, though his bdief be true, yet the very truth he 
holds beooaies his herefyi^ .' There is not any burden, 
that fome *ould gladlier poft off to another, than tlie 
charge and care of their religion. Ther-e be, who knows 
not that there be of proteftants' and profeflbrs, who lire 
tMid die in as errant and implieit faith, as any lay papitl 
of Loretto. A'wealthynifiH,-addi6ted to his pleafure and 
to hiBprofitSj-findsteligion to be a traffic fo entangled, 
and of & many piddling accounts, that of all myfterics 
be CaflBOt (kill to ketfp a flock' going upon thai trade. 
."What fliouki he do \ Fain he would have the name to 
be religious, fain he would bear up with his neighbour* 
in that. What does-he therefore, but refolvcs to give 
overtoiling, and tofind himfelf out fome faflir, to whofe 
rare and credit he may commit the whole managing of 
his religious affairs; fome divine of note and eflimatioa 
that muft be. To him he adheres, refigns the whole ware- 
boufe of his religion, with alt the locks and keys into his 
caftody ; and indeed makes the very perfon of that man his 
religion; efteems his affociating with him a fuifieient evi- 
dence and commendatory of his own piety. So that a 
man may fay his religion is now no more within bini- 
fclf, but is become a dividual movable, and goes and 
comes near him, according as that good man frequents 
the houfe. He entertains him^ gives him gifta^ fi^aAs 
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I Irira, lodges him j his reUgioncwnes home at night, prays, 
j is liiaerally fupped, and fumptuoufly laid to flee|S; tifcs, 
lislalutcd, and after the malmfey, or fome weU-fpiced 
bruage, and better breakfafted, than he whofe. morning- 
appetite would have gladly fed on green '^s between. 
Bethany and Jerufalem, his religion walks abroad at 
eight, and leaves his kind entertainer in the Ihop trading 
all day without his religion. 

Another fort there be, who when they hear that all 
filings Ihall be ordered, all things regulated and fettl«d ; 
nothing written but what paffea through the cuftomhoufe 
of oertajn piiblicans that have the tonnaging and pound- 
aging of all freefpoken truth ; will ftraight give themfelve* 
up into your hands, make them and cut ihem out what 
religion ye pleafe : there be delights, there be recreations 
and jolly paftimes, that will fetch the day about fiom fua 
to fun, and rock the tedious year as in a delightful dream. 
What need they torture their heads with that which 
others have taken fo firitEtly, an^ fo unalterably into their 
own purveying ? Thefc are the fruits, which a dull eafe 
and oefiktioh of our knowledge will bring forth among 
the people. How goodly, and how to be wilhed were , 
fuch an obedient unanimity as this ? What a fine cod- 
formity would it ftarch us all into ? Doubtlefs a ftaunch 
and folid piece of fhimework, as any January could 
freeze together. \ . . 

Nor much better will be the confequence even among 
the clergy themfelves ; it is no new thing never heard of 
before, fer a parochial rainifter, who has his reward, and 
is at his Hercules pillars in a warm benefice, to be eafily 
ioclinable, if he have nothing elfe that may roufe up 
his ftudies, to finiih his circuit in an Englifh Concord- 
ance and a topic folio, the gatherings and favings of a 
fober graduatefhip, a Harmony and a Catena^ treading 
the conftant round of certain common dodrinal heads, 
attended with their ufes, motives, marks and means-, out 
of which, as out of an alphabet or fol fa, by forming and 
transforming, joining and disjoining varioufly, a litde 
bookcraft, and two houra meditation, might furnilh him 
unfpeakably to the performance of more than a \veekly 
chai^ of lermotuag : not to reckon up the infinite helps 
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af interlioiaries, breviaries, fynopfes, and other lolteiing 
gear. But as for the multitude of fermons ready printed 
and piled up, on ewry text that is not difficult, ouc hem- 
doo trading St. Thomas in his vei^iy, and add to boot 
St. Martin and St. Hugh, have not within their hallowed 
Umits more vendible ware of all forts ready made : fo 
that penury he never need fearof jiulpit prtivifioB, hav- 
ing where fo plenteoufly to re&eih his magaane. But 
if his rear and flanks be not impaled, if his bac^ door 
be not fecured by the rigid licenfer, Imt that a bold boot 
may now and then ifiiie forth, and give -the ailault to 
ibme of his old colle^ions in their trmches, it will con- 
eem him then to keep waking, to ftand in watch, to fet 
good guards and fentinds about his received opinions, 
to walk the round and counter-round with his fellow 
infpe<5torB, fearing left any of hia flock be feduced, who 
a!fo then would be better inftrufted, better exercifed 
and difciplined. And God fend that the fear of this dili- 
gence, which muft then be ufed, do not make us affeSt 
the lazinefs of a licenfing church ! 
. For if we be fure we are in the ri^l; and do not bold 
the truth guiltily, which becoraea not, if we DOrfelves 
cfmdemn not our own weak and frivolous teaching, and 
the people for an untaught and irreligious gadding rout; 
what can be more fair, than when a msui judicious, 
learned, and of a confcience, for aught we know as good 
Ab theirs that taught us what we know, fliall not privily 
from houfe to houfe, which is more dangerous, but 
openly by writing publifti to the world what his opinion 
is, what his reafons, and wherefore that which is now 
thought cannot be found ? Chrift urged it as wherewith 
to juftify himfelf that he preached in public ; yet writing 
is more public than preaching ; and more eaify to re- 
futation if need be, there being fo many whofe bufine£i 
and profeffion merely it is to be the champions oftrathj 
which if they neg!e<ft, what can be impaled but tbeir 
flcth or unability ! . ■ 

Tdius- much we are hindered and difinured hy this 
courfe of licenfing toward the true knowledge a£ whrt 
We feem to know. For how much it hurts and hinden 
Ute licenfers th^nfelftt in the calling of di«r uiniftry* 

more 
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. fflOTe thaa afly fecular employment, if H)ey will dif- 
charge that office as they ought, fo that of neoeffity thef 
mull iKgledt either the one duty or the (Aher i i intift 
not) bacaufe it is a p^rtfiiular, but leave it to their vrara 
coBl'cicHce, how they will dedde it there. 

There ia yet behind of what I purpofed to lay <^xa, 
tbe iacrediUe kifs and detriment that this plot of lioealing 
puts us to, more than if fome enemy at Tea ihould Aop up 
^1 Qttr havens, and ports, and creeks ; it hinders and re- 
tards tbe importation of our richeft merchandize, trctth : 
Ray, it was tii-ft ellablifhed and put in praSice by antif 
chriftian malice and myftery on fet purpofc to«Ktiiigtufli, 
if it were poflible, the light of reforaiation, and to fettle 
^lUehood ; little difiering from that policy wherewith 
the Turk upholds his Alcoran, by the prohibiting of 
printing. It is not denied, but gladly confeffed, w« ate 
to fead Gur thanks and vows to Heaven, louder than moft 
of nations, for that great meafure of truth which w<e 
ftyoy, efpecially in thole main points between ue and the 
pope, with his appurtenances the prelates : but he w-ho 
thinks we tire to pitch our tent here, and hav« attained 
the atmoft jHofp«9; of reformation, that the raortal gla& 
wherein we contemplate can fhow us, till wc come ta 
beatific vifion ; that man by this very opinioa-declaras, 
that be is yet far ihort of truth. 

Tnath indeed catoe once into the world with her di- 
vine mafter, and was a perfedt fhape moft glorious to 
look on : but when he afcended, and his apoftles after 
him were laid afleep, then ftraight arofe a wicked race 
of deceivers, who as that ftory goes of the ^Igyptiaa 
Typhon with his confpirators, how they dealt with the 
good Ofyris, too^ the virgin Truth, hewed Iher lovely 
form into a thoufand pieces, and icattfted them to tM 
four winds. From that time ever lince, tbe fad friends 
of Troth, fuch as durftappcar, imitating the careful fearch 
. that Ifis made for the mangled body of Ofiris, went up 
and down gathering up limb by limb ftill as they could 
find them. We have not yet found them all, lords and 
commons, nor ever fhall do, till her matter's fecond com- 
ing ; he ftall bring together every joint and member, 
lind fhall mould them into ^a immortal fedtiut of love- 
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Iinefs and perfection. Suffer not thefe licenfing pro- 
hibitions to itand at every place of opportunity forbid-. 
ding! and ditturbing them that continue feekipg, that 
continue to do our obfequies to the torn body of our 
martyred faint. We boaft our light ; but if we look not 
wifely on the fun itfelf, it fmites us into darknefs. Who 
can difcem thofe planets that are oft combufl, and thofe 
liars of brightetl magnitude that rife and fet with tlie 
fun, until the oppofite motion of their orbs bring thenj: 
ID fuch a place in the firmament, where they may be 
fcen evening or morning ? The light which we have 
gained, was given us, not to be ever flaring on, but by it 
to difcover onward things more remote from our know- 
ledge. It is not the unfrocking of a prietl-, the un- 
milrlng of a bifhop, and the removitig him from ojBfthe 
prcfbyterian flioulders, that will make us a happy na- 
tion ; no, if other things as great in the church, and in 
the rule of life both oeconomical and political be not 
looked into and reformed, we have looked fo long upon 
the blaze that Zuinglius and Calvin have beaconed up to 
OS, that we are tlark blind. There be who perpetually 
complain of fchifms and fedts, and make it fuch a ca- 
lamity, that atiy man diiTents from their maxims. It is 
their own pride and ignorance which caufes the dillurb- 
ing, who neither will hear with meeknefs, hot can con- 
vince, yet all muft be fupprefled whjch is not found in 
their Syntagma. They are the froublers, they are .the di- 
viders of unity, who negle£l and permit not others to 
unite thofe diffevered pieces, which are yet wanting to 
the body of truth. To be ftill fearching what we know 
not, by what we know, ftill clofing up truth to truth as 
we find it, (for all her body is homogeneal, and pr(q>or- 
tional) this is the golden rule in tTieology as wdl as in 
arithmetic, and makes up the beft harmony in a church \ 
not the forced and outward union of cold, and neutral, 
and inwardly divided minds. 

Lords and commons of England ! con^der what 
nation it is whereof ye are, and whereof yearcthe go- 
vernors : a nation not flow and dull,, but of a quick, 
ingenious, and piercing fplrit ; acute to invent, fubtifc 
and finewy to difoouife, not beneath the reach of ao; 

point 
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poliit the higheft that human capacity can foar to^ 
Therefore the ftudies of learning in her deepeft fciences 
liare'been (b ancient, and fo eminent among us, that 
writers of good antiquity and able judgment have been 
.perfuaded, that even the fchool of Pythagoras, and tha 
Perfian wifdom, toott beginning from the old philofophy 
of this ifland. And that wife and civil Roman, Julius 
Agricola, who governed once here for Csefar, preferred 
the natural wits of Britain, before the laboured ftudies 
of the French. Nor is it for nothing that the grave and 
fhigal Tranfilvanian fends out yearly frtim as far as the 
mountainous borders of Raffia, and beyond the Hercy- 
nian wildernefs, not their youth, but their ftaid men, to 
iearn our language, and our theologic arts. Yet that 
which is above all this, the favour and the love of Hea? 
ven, we have great argument to think, in a peculiar 
manner propitious and propending towards us. Why 
elfe was this nation chofen before any other, that out of 
her, as out of Sion, ihould be proclaimed and founded 
■forth the firfl: tidings and trumpet of reformation to all 
Europe ? And had it not been the obftinate perverfenefs 
of ouc prelates againft the divine and admirable fpirit of 
Wickliff, to fupprefs him as a fchifmatic and innovator, 
perhaps, neither the Bohemian HulTe and Jerora, no not 
.the name of Luther or of Calvin, had been ever known : 
the glory of reforming all our neighbours had been 
completely ours. But now, as our obdurate clergy, have 
with violence demeaned the matter, we are become hi- 
therto the lateft and the backwardeft fcholars, of whom 
God offered to have made us the teachers. Now once 
again by all concurrence of figns, and by the general 
inftinft of holy and devout men, as they daily and fo- 
lemnly exprels their thoughts, God is decreeing to begin 
fome new and great peribd in his church, even to the 
reforming of reformation itfelf ; what does he then but 
reveal himfelf to his fervants, and as his manner is, firft 
to his Englilhmen ? I fay as his manner is, firft to us, 
though we mark not the method of his counfels, and 
are unworthy. Behold. now this vaftcity; a city of 
refuge, the manfion-houfe of liberty, encompafled and 
furrounded with his protciSion ; the fhop of war hath 
- Vol. I. Y not 
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Tidt ihete tnore anvils and hzmitiet« waking, to fafhidQ 
©lit thfe plates Etnd inftramcnto of armed jtiflice in d*. 
ftrite of belesgurdd truth, than thetc be pens and beadt 
(httt, fitting by their ftudious lamps, mufing, fetching, 
(tvolting new notions and ideas Wherewith to prefeot, 
iiA with their homage ind their fealty^ the approaching 
frfeformation : others as fall readingi tnring all thingSj 
iflfetiting to the ForcS of reafoo artd convincement Wh4t 
etbiild a man tequiit mckc from a tiatioh fo pliant and 
fo prone to feck ifter kiiowledge ? What wants there to 
fuch a tdwardly ind pregnant foil, but wife and fkithfiil 
IfibbUitrs, to make a knowing pbople, a hation of pro- 
phets, of fagcs, and of worthies ? We reckon more than 
five rtiohths yet to harveft ; there need not be five wedc% 
had we but feyca to lift Hpj the fields are white already. 
Whert there is much defire to learh, there of neceffity 
win be much arguing, much writing, many opinionst 
Ibr opiilitJh in good men is but knowledge in the mak^ 
Irig. Under ^efe Ifetitaftic terrours of ^61 and fchifm, 
Wfe wrong the earoeft 4nd tealous thirft after knowledge 
And underftanding, which Gtod hath ftirred up in tJus 
bity. What fomc lament of, wb rather ftiould rejoice 
&t, rtiould rather praife this pious forwardneis ^nong 
y&exi, to realTbAiie the ill-deputed care of Aeir religion 
iiito their own haAds again^ A little generoite prudence, 
a lititle forbearance of one anodier, and fome grain of 
charity might win all thtfe dilJgencits to join and «mtc 
into one geoetal and brotheriy fearch after troth ; cboW 
We but forego thiB pnelatical tradition of crowding fret 
confciences and cbriftiail liberties into canons andpr^- 
■ctpts of men. I doubt not, if fome great and wDrtfay 
flraAger fhould come among us, wife to difcem the mould 
and temper of a people, and how to govern it, obfarving 
the high hopes and airtis, the diligent alacrity of our ex- 
tended thou^ts and rcafonings in the purfuance of tnidt 
and freedom,but that he would cry outas Pyrrhus did, ad- 
miring the Roman docility and courage ; if fudiwere my 
E^irOtS, I would not defpaifthe greateft deiign that could 
be attempted to make a church or kingdom happy^. Trt 
thefe are the men cried out againft for fchifmatics and fec- 
tarlcs, as if, wiile the temple of the Lord was building, 
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fcHTie cutting, fome fquaring the marble, others hewing 
; the cedars, there fhould be a fort of irrational men, who 
could not confider there muft be many fchifms and many 
difle^liona made in the quarry and in the timber, ere the 
houfe of God can be built. And when every ftonc is laid 
artfully together, it cannot be united into a continuity, 
it can but be contiguous in this world : neither can every 
piece of the building be of one form ; nay rather the 
perfe£Hon confifta in this, that out of many moderate 
varieties and brotherly diffimilitudes that are not vaftly 
difproportional, arifes the goodly and the graceful fym- 
metry that commends the whole pile and ftrudlure. Let 
us therefore be more confiderate builders, more wife in 
fpiritual archite^ure, when great reformation is expedled. 
For now the time fcems come, wherein Mofes the great 
prophet may (it in Heaven rejoicing to fee that memora- 
ble and glorious wifh of his fulfilled, when not only our 
feVehty elders, but all the Lord's people are become pro- 
phets. No marvel then though fome men, and fcune 
good men too perhaps, but young in goodnefs, as Jofliua 
then was, envy them. They firt and out of their own 
weaknefs are in agony, left thefe dlviiions and fubdivi- 
^\<ms will undo us. The adverfary again applauds, and 
waits the hourj when they have branched themfelves 
out, faith he, fmall enough into parties and partitions, 
then will be our time. Fool I he fees not the firm root, 
out of which we all grow, though into branches ; n<A 
will beware until he fee our fmall divided maniples cut- 
ting through at every angle of his ilUunited and unwieldy 
brigade. And that we are to hope better of all thefe fup- 
poled feiHs and fchifms, and that we fhall not need that 
fi^licitude, honeft perhaps, though overtimorous, of 
ttiem that vex in this behalf, but Oiall laugh in the end 
at diofe malicious applaudcrs of our difierences, { hare. 
diefe reafons to perfuade me. 

f^rft, when a city fhall be as it were befieged and 
blocked about, her navigable river infeiled, inroads and 
incurlions round, defiance and battle oft rumoured to 
fee marching up, even to her walls and fuburb trenches ; 
that then the people, or the greater part, more than at 
other tines, wholly takea up with the lludy of highefi 
Y 1 an4 
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and moft important matters to be reformed, fliould bH 
difputtDg, reafoning, reading, inventing, difcourfing^ 
even to a rarity and admiration, things not before dif- 
courfed or written of, argues firft a Angular good will, 
contentcdnefs and confidence in your prudent forcfigbt, 
jind fafe .government, lords and commons; and from 
thence derives itfelf to a gallant bravery and well ground- 
ed contempt of their enemies, aa if there .were no fmall 
number of aa great fpirits among us, as his was w^bo 
when Rome was nigh befieged by Hannibal, being in the 
■ city, bought tliat piece of ground at no cheap ratCj where- 
on Hannibal himfelf encamped his own regiment. Next, 
.it is a lively and cheerful prefage 6f our happy fuccefs 
and vii5lory. For as in a body when the blood is frcfli, 
the fpirits pure and vigorous, not only to vital, but to 
rational faculties, and thofe in the acuteO, and the perteft 
operations of wit and fubtlety, it argues in what good 
plight and conftitution the body is ; fo when the cheer- 
lulnefs of the people is fo fprightly up, as that it has 
not only wherewith to guard well its own freedom and 
fafety, but to fpare, and to beftow upon the folideft" and 
fublimeft points of controverfy and new invention, it 
betokens us not degenerated, nor drooping to a fatal 
decay, by cafting off the old and wrinkled fltin of cor- 
ruption to outlive thefe pangs, and wax young agaiB, 
mtering the glorious ways of truth and profperous vir- 
tue, declined to become great and honourable in thefe 
latter ages. Mefhinks I fee in my mind a noble and 
puifiant nation routing hei'felf like a firong man after 
fleep, and fhaking her invincible locks : methinks I fee 
her as an eagle muing her mighty youth, and kindling 
her undazzied eyes at the full midday beam ; purging 
and unfcaling her long abufed fight at the fountain itfeu 
of heavenly radiance; while the whole noife of timorow 
ai^d flocking birds, with thofe alfo that love the twilighli 
.flutter about, amazed at what fhe means, and in their 
envious gabble would rprognoiUcate a year of fecb and 
fchifms. 

What fhould-ye do then, fhould ye fupprefs all thil 
flowery crop of knowledge and new light fprung apand 
yet fpringing daily in this city } Should ye fet ab oli- 
garchy 
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garchy of twenty engroflers over it, to -bring a femine 
upon our minds again, when we fliall know nothing but 
f^at is meafured to us by their buOiel ? Believe it, lords 
tod commons ! they who .counfel ye to fuch a fuppref- 
fing, do as good as bid ye fupprefs yourlelvcs; and I. 
will foon'fhow how. If it be defired to know the im- 
mediate caufe of all this free writing and frte fpe:iking, 

I there- cannot be afligned a truer than your own mild, and 
free, and humane government; it is the liberty, lords 
and commoos, which your own valorous and happy 
counfels have purchafed us ; liberty which is the nurle 
of all great wits: this is that which hath rarified and 
enlightened our fpirits like the influence of Heaven4 this 
is that which halh enfranchifed, enlarged, and lifted up 
our apprehenlions d^rees above themfelves. Ye cannot 
make us now lefs capable, lets knowing, iefs eagerly 
purfuing of the truth, unlefs ye firft make yourfelves, 
that made us fo, lefs the lovers, lefs the founders of our 
true liberty. We can grow ignprant again, brutifli, 
formal, and flavifh, as ye found us; but you then muffe 
firft become that which ye cannot be, oppreffive, arbi- 
trary and tyrannous, as they were from whom ye have 
freed us. That our hearts are now more capacious, out 
thoughts more erected to the fearch and expeiftation of 
gffiateft and exa<Eteil things, is the iffue of your own vir- 

' tue propagated in us ; ye cannot ftipprefs that, unicfs ye 
reinforce an abrogated and mercilels law, that fathers 
may difpatch at will their own children. And who 
fliali then flick clofefl to ye and excite others ? Mot he 
who takes up arms for coat and conduct, and his four 
noblesof Danegelt. Although I difpraife not the defence 
of juft immunities, yet love my peace better, if that were 
all. Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue 
freely according to confcience, above all liberties. 

What would be beft advifed then, if it be found fo 
hurtful and fo unequal to fupprefs opinions for the new- 
nefs or the unfuitablenefs to a cuftomary acceptance, 
will not be my talk to fay ; 1 Ihall only repeat what X 
have learned from one of your own honourable number, 
a right noble and pious lord, who had he not lacriiiced 
i)ifi life and fortuaes to the church and commoawealih, • 
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WB hod not now milTed and bewailed a worthy and nn* 
doubted patron of this ailment Ye know him, I am 
iure ; yet I for honour's fake, and naay. it be eternal to 
bim, ihall name him, the lord Brook. He writiDg o£ 
epifcDpacV) and by the way treating of fei^ and fchuins, 
left ye his vote, or rather now the laft words of his 
dying charge, which I know will ever be of dear and 
hraioured regard with ye, fo full of meeknefs and breatfa-< 
ing charity, , that next to his laA tellament, who be- 
queathed love and peace to his difciples, I caonot call to 
mind where I have reAd or heard words more mild and 
peaceful. He there exhorts us to hear with patience 
and humility tfaofe, however they be tnifcalled, that de- 
fire to live purely, in fuch a ufe of Gkxl'i ordinances, as 
the bed guidance of their coofcience gives them, and to 
tolerate them, though in fome difcohformity to ourf(4ves. 
Tht book itfelf will tell us more at large, being publifli- 
ed to the world, and dedicated to the paiiianient by bimj 
who both for his life and for his death deferves, that 
what advice he left be not laid by without perufal. 

And now the time in fpecial is, by privik^ to write 
and fpeak what may help to the further difcuffing c^ 
matters in agitation. The temple of Janus with fais two 
controverlal iaces might now not 'unfigaificantly be fct 
open. And though all the winds of doflrine were let 
loofe to play upon the earth, fo truth be in the field, we 
do injuriously by licenling and prohilating to mifdtnibt 
her ilrength. Let her and falfehood grapple ; who ever 
knew truth put to the worfe, in a free and open encoon* 
ter ? Her confuting is the bcA and furcft fi^iprelfing. 
He who hears what praying there is for lig^t SDd clear 
knowledge to be fentdown among "us, wonld thmkof 
other matters to be conflituted beyond the difcipJinc oi 
Geneva, framed and j^bricked already to our hands. Yet 
when the new light which we beg for Jhines in upon us, 
there be who envy and oppofe, if it come not firft in at 
their cafements. What acoUufion is this, whenas ire 
are exhorted by the wife man to ufe diligence, " to feek 
for wifdom as for hidden treafures" early and late, that 
pnother order Ihall enjoin us, to Iukjw nothing Urt tf 
fiatute ? ^yhen a man hath been labouring the hardefl 
7 labour 
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Isbour in' the deep mtocB of knowledge, hath f^rtii^ed 
out his findings Jp all their equipagd drawn forth hi$ 
naJbna za it were a battle ang(d, icattered ai»l defeatpj 
I all objedions in his way, calls out his adverfary into thi;» 
I ^ain, of&rs hiro the advantage of ivind and AlB, if he 
! pleafe, only that he oaay try ^e matter by diiit <?f argwt 
ment ; ix hi? opponents dien to feullt, to lay ambUA^ 
meats, tp kj^ a nanrow bridge of licenfing where iha 
challenger Oiould pais, though it be valour enmigh irt 
foldierfliip, is but weaknels and cowanJice in the waj:^ 
of troth. For who knows not that truth is tlrong, onct 
to the Almighty ; fhe needs no policvn, nor ilnbtsgemsj 
nor lieenfings to nsake her vi^orioua, thofe are idbe ihi^ 
and tlie defences that errour ufes againft her power y ^r 
her but ixxan, and do not bind her when ihe Aeeps, for 
then flic fpeaks not true, as the old Proteus did, who 
fpake oracles only when he was caught and bound, hxA 
then rather Ihe turns berfcif into ajl ftiapeg, raccqit he* 
Own, and periiaps tuaes her voice according to the time, 
as Micajah did brfoce Ahab, until Aie be adjured into 
her own tikeneis. Yet is it not impolBble that fhe may 
have mou; ffaapes than one ? What eld]e is all th^t rauk 
of things indifferent, wherein truth niay be on this fide, 
or oa the other, without being unlike herfdf ? What 
but a vain ^ladotv it\(t is the abolition of " t^ofe ordi-^ 
naoces, that hand-writing nailed to the crofii }" what 
great pucchafe is this chriftian lijber^ which Paul (6 
often-boafls of j His doctrine is, thait he who eats or 
eats not, regards a day or xegacds it not, may do .either 
to the Lord. How many other things might .he tolerated 
in peace, and loft to co^cience, bad we hut charity, and 
were it not the dnef ftrong hold of our hypocrify to be 
ever judging one another ? J fear yet this iron yoke of 
outward coi^tmnity bath left a Aayifh print upon our 
necks ; the ghoft of a linen decency yet haunts us. Wp 
Aumbie, and are impatient at the leaft dividing of one 
sifible congregation from another, though it te not in 
fundamentals ; and through our forwardness to fuppnls, 
and our backwardnefs to recover, any enthralled piece o^ 
truth out of the gripe of cuftom, we care not to keep 
tnith Ranted inun truth, which Is the fierce ft ixnt and 
* 4 difunion 
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Hifunion of ail. We do not fee diat wiile we ftill aScSi 
by all means a- rigid external formality, we may as foon 
1^11 again -into a grofs confonctng Aiipidity, a. fi-ark. and 
dead congealment of "wood and"hayand ftubblc''- forced 
and'frozen together, which is more to-thc fudden d^e- 
nerating of a churdi than many fubdichotomies ofprtty 
ftAifms. Not that I Can think, well of every, light fepara-. 
tion ; or that all in a church is to be expe«fted " gold and 
iilver and precious ftoncs:" it. is not;poflibJe for man to 
faver the wheat frwn the tares, the. good fifli firom the 
bther ivy ; that itiuft be the angelsminiftry at the end of 
mortal things. Yet if all cannot be 'Of one mind, as who 
looks they ihoutd be? this doubtlefe is more whole- 
fome, more prudent, and more chriftian, that many be 
tolerated ratMr than all compelled. I mean not tole- 
rated popery, and open fuperftition, whicbas it extir- 
' pates all religions and civil fuprcmacies, fo itfelf fliould 
be extirpate, provided firft that all charitable and coro- 
paffionate means be ufed to win and regain the weak 
and the mifled : that alfo which is impious or evil abfcH 
lutely either againfl faith or manners, no law can poffibly 
permit, that intends not to unlaw itfelf: but thofe 
neighbouring differences, or rather indifferences, arc 
what I fpeak of, whether in fome point of do<5ifine or of 
djfcipline, which though they may be many, yet need 
not interrupt the uriity of fpirit, if we could but find 
among us the bond of peace. In the mean while, if any 
one would write, and bring his helpful hand to the flow 
moving reformation which we labour under, if truth 
have fpokcn to him before others, or but feemed at Icaft 
to fpeak, jwho hath fo bej^^ted us, that we ftould 
trouble that man with afking licence to do fo worthy a 
deed ; and not confider this, that if it come to prohibit- 
ing, there is not aught more likely .to be prohibited than 
truth itfelf : whofe firft appearance to our eyes, bleared and 
dimmed with prejudice and cuftom, is more unfightly 
and unplaufible than many errours ; even as the perfon 
is of many a great man Alght and contemptible to fee to> 
And what do they tell us vainly of new opinions, when 
this very opinion of theirs, that none muft be heard but 
whom they like, is the worft and newdl optni9n of aH 
. . - ... othcrsi 
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trthers t and is the chief caufe why fefts ah4 fchifms do* 
fo mach abound, and true knowledge is kept at didancA 
from us ; befides yet a greater danger which is in . it.' 
For when God Ihakes a kingdom, with ftrong and" 
healthful commotions, to a general reforming, it is not 
untrue that many fc^aries and falfe teachers are then 
bulieft in feducing. But yet more true it is, that God 
then raifes to his own work men of rare abilities, and 
more than common induftry, not only to^ look ■ back AnA 
rcvife what hath been taught heretofore, but to gain fur- 
ther, and to go on foine new enlightened flepsin the dif- 
covery of; truth. Poir fuch is the order of God'e enlight- 
ening his Church, to difpenfe and deal out by degrees 
his beam, fo as our earthly eyes may beft fuftain it. Nei- 
ther is God appointed and confined, where and out of 
what plaw thefe hia chofen Ihall be firft heard to Ibeak ; 
for he- lees hot as man fees, choofes not as man choofes; 
left we ihould devote ourfelvcs again to fet places, and 
afleinblies, and outward callings of men ; planting our 
faith one while in the old convocation houfe, and another 
while in the chapel at Wcflminfter ; when all the faith 
and religion that ihall be there canonized, is not fuffi- 
ctent without plain convincement, and the charity of 
patient inftruftion, to fupple the leaft bruife. of-con- 
fcience, to edify the meaneft chriftian, who delires to 
walk in the fpirtt, and not in the letter of human truft^ 
for all the number of voices that can be there made; no 
though Harry the feventh himfelf there, with all hi* 
liege tombs about him, fhould lend: them voices frbni 
the dead to fwell tbtir number. And if the men be 
erroneous who appear to be the leading fchifnytics, what 
witholds us but our flolh, our felfwill, and diffruft la 
the right caufe, that we do not give them gentle meetings 
and gentle difmillions, that we debate not and examine 
the matter thoroughly with liberal and frequent audi- 
ence ; if not for their fakes yet for our own ? Seeir^ no 
man who hath tailed learning, but will confefs the many 
ways of profiting by thofe who, not contented with ftale 
receipts, are able to manage and fet forth new poiitions 
to the world. And were they but as tlie dutl and cinders 
of our feet, fo long as in that notion they may yet fcrre 
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to polifli and l»ightea the armory of truth, even fiwilirt 
idpe6t they were not utterly tn be caft away. But if 
they be of tbole wham God hath fitted f(»- the fpedal 
afe of tbefe times with eminent and ample gifts, and 
tboje perhaps neither among the priefts, nor amcmg the 
Fharifeta, and we in the haAe of a precipitant zeal Aiall 
XDakc no diftinflion, but reiblve to ilop their mouths, 
bccaufe we fear they come with new and dangerous 
Opiciions, as we oomtnonly forejudge them ere we under- 
fiand ihem ; no lefs than wo to us, while, thinking thos 
to defend the gofpel, we are found the periecnfors t 

There have been not a few fince riic beginning of thii 
pariiament, both of the preibytery and others, who by 
their unliccctfed books to the contempt of an imprimatw 
firfl: broke that triple ice ^ung about our hearts, and 
t^g^t the people to fee day : I hope that none of thofe 
wete the peafu^en to renew upon ns this b<Midage, which 
they tbcmfelves have wrought fo much good by con- 
ttcmning. But if neither the check that Mofes gave to 
young Joihua, nor the countermand which our Saviour 
gave to young Jc^, who was fo ready to prohibit thofe 
wham be thought unlicenfed, be not enou^ to adrao* 
nifh our elders how iinacce^}table to God their 'tefiy 
jBOod of prohtbiting is ; if neither their own remembrance 
wliat evil hsth abounded in the church by this lett of 
Ikenling, and what good thtnr diemf^ves have begun k^ 
tnnigrcffing itf be not enough, but that diey will per- 
foade and execitte ihe mofl Dominican part of the in- 
quifition over us, and are already with one foot in the 
fijrmp io ai^ve at fupprefBng, it would be no unequal 
diAnbtitl(9 in the £iA place to fiipprefs ^e fuppreflbn 
tbemfeWes ; whom (fae change of their condition hath 
pufied api more than their late experience of hardei 
tiroes hath made wife. 

Asd ffi ibr r^ulating the piefs, let no man think to 
have jbe honour of adriiing ye better than youifelves 
have done in 4^at order publtihed next before diis, 
. *' ^at no book be printed, unlefs the printer's and ^ 
sntfaor's natoef or at leaft the printer's be wgiftered." 
Thofe which othcrwife come forth, if they be found mif- 
diievDns And iibdlous. the fire and the esecutiono- will 
i~... be 
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be the timelleft and the moft efic6iual remedy, that 
man's prevention can ule. For this authentic Spanilh 
' policy of )icenfing books, ifl have faid aught, will prove 
the niofi unlicenled book itfelf within a ihort while; 
\ and was the immediate image of a flar-chamber decree to 
j that purpofe made in thofe very times when that court 
I did the reft of thofe her pious works, for which the is 
now fallen fivm the ftars with Lucifer. Whereby ye 
may guefs what kind of ftate prudence, what love of the 
people, what_ care of religion, or good manners there 
was at the contriving, although with fingular hypocrif^ 
k pretended to. bind books to their good behaviour. 
And how it got the upper hand of your precedent order 
fo well conftituted before, if we may believe thofe mea 
whoTe profeffion gives them canfc to inquire moft, it 
may be doubted there was in it the fraud of Ibmc nld 
patentees and monopolizers in the trade of bobkfelling; 
who under pretence oi the poor in their company QDt 
to be defrauded, aad the juft retaining of each man hi^ 
feveral copy, (which God forbid Ihould be gainfaid) 
broo^^ divers gioffing colours to the boufe, which were 
indeed but colours, and ferving to no end except it be 
to exercife a fuperiority over their neighbours ; mea 
who do not dierelore labenr in an honeft profeiGoni 
to which learning is indebted, that they ftiould be made 
other men's vaflals. Another end is thought was aimed 
at by fome of thcfn ia procuring by petition tfaia order, 
that having power in their hands, malignant book« 
mi^t the eifier clcspe abroad, as the event Ihows. But 
of thefe fophifras and denchs of merdiandiKe I fldU 
not: Thisl know, that erroars in a good ^oKcrament 
and in a bad tne equally aimoll incident ; ibr what tds- 
^rate may not he loilinformed, and moch. the focmer, 
if liberty of printiaig beroduced into the power of afew$ 
fiat to TOdrefs willingly and fpoediiy what hath iacen 
encd, andinhigbeft authoiityto efteem a plain advex- 
tiferoent-more than otheiE have done a AiDiprtuous bride, 
is a Tirtoe (honoured iords and ^^mnaons \) anfverabhs 
to your highell a<^ions, and whereof vane can partici* 
pate but gr^teft and wi&ft-men. 

THE 

nigtijetJi-vGoOgle 
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DOCTRINE AND DISCIPLINE 



DIVORCE; 

Reftorcd to the good of bath fexfis, from the bcmdage of 
canon law, and other miflakes, to the .true mraning of 
■ Scripture in the law and gofpet compared. 

Wherein alfo suv kt down the bad conlequences !of abolilhingi or 
'. condemning of fin, that which the law of God allows, and 
' Chkist abolifhed not, 

Nw the fennd time revt/ed, and much augmented, m two bwh : Ti 
the farliamaU tfEnglatid, witbtbi afftmhly, 

Matth. xiii, £2. " Every fcribc inflru&ed in the kiDgdom <tf Heairn 
ii like the maQerofaboufe,wbichbringethout ofhi« trearurythiitgi 
new and old.' 

Pbot. xvlii, 13. " He that asfwereth a nutCei be&re he bcBTelb il^ 
it it folly and fhamc unto him." 



To the Parliament of Engiand, with the AJfemhly. 

Ir it were fetiouily afked, (and it would be no untimeif 
quellion,) renowned parliament, fele6t alTembly ! wbit 
of all teachers and mafters, that have ever taught, hath 
drawn the moft difciples after him, both in rehgion and 
in manners ? it might be not untruly anfwered, Cultom. 
Though virtue be commended for the moft perfuafiva 
in her theory, and confcience in the plain demonftration 
of the fpirit finds moft evincing ; yet whether it be the 
fecret of divine will, or the original blindnels we are bom 
in', fo it happens for the moft part, that cuftom fHll i* 
iilently received for the beft inftrufSior. Except it b^ 
becaufe her method is f o glib and eafy, in fome mannet 
like to that viiion of Ezekiel rolling up her fuJdenboof 
- ' of 
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df itnplidt knowledge, for him that will to take and fwal- 
Jow dbwn at pleafure % which proving bat of bad nou- 
-riHinieiit in the concoction, as it was heedleis In the 
devouring, puffs up unhealthily a certain big face of pre- • 
tended learning, mitlaken among credulous men for the 
■wholeforac habit of foundnefs and good conftitution, but 
,is indeed no other than that fwoln vifage of counterfeit 
knowledge and literature, which not only in private roars 
our education, but alfo in public is the common climber 
■into every chair, where either religion is preached, or 
law reported : filling each cflate of life and profeffioa 
with abjedl and fervile principles, depreffing the high 
and heavenbom fpirit of man, fer beneath the condition 
wherein either God created him, or fin hath funk him. 
To purfue the allegory, cuftoih being but a mere fecc, 
as echo is a mere voice, refts not in her unaccomplifli- 
ment, until by fecret inclination {he accorporate herfelf 
with errour, who being a blind and ferpentine body 
without a head, willingly accejits what he wants, and 
fupplies what her incompletenefs went feekjng. Hence 
it is, that errour fupports cullom, cuilom countenances 
errour: and thefe two between them would perfecute 
and chafe away all truth and folid wifdt»n out of human 
life, were it not that God, rather than man, once in 
many ages calls together the prudent and religious conn* 
fels of men, deputed to reprefs the incroachments, and 
to work off the mveterate blots and obfcurities wrought 
upon our minds by the fubtle infinuating of errour an4 
cuflom ; who, with the numerous and vulgar train of 
their followers, make it their chief defign to envy and 
cry down the tnduftry of free reafoning, under the terms 
of humour and innovation ! as if the womb of teeming 
truth were to be clofed up, if fhe prefume to bring forth 
aught that forts not with their unchewed notions and 
fuppolitions. Againft which notorious injury and abufe 
ofman's free foul, to teftify and oppofe the utmoft that 
fludy and true labour can attain, heretofore the incite- 
ment of men reputed grave hath led me among others; 
and now the duty and the right of an inftrufled Chrili- 
ian calls me through the chance of good or evil report 
lobe the fole advocate of a difcouutenanced truth: a 

high 
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high enterprife, lords and commons ! a high cftteffwfe 
and a hard, aiKi fuch as every fcventh fon of a feventh 
fon does not venture on. Nor have I amidft the clamour 
of fo much envy and impertinence whither to appeal, 
but to the coDcourfe of fo much piety and wifdom here 
aflembled. Bringing in my hands an ancient and moft 
neceflary, moft charitable, and yet moft injured ftatute of 
Mofes; not repealed ever by him who only had the 
authority, but thrown afide with much inconfideratc 
iiegle^l, under the rubbiih of canonical ignorance ; u 
once the whole law was by fome fuch like conveyance is 
Joliah's time. And he who Ihall endeavour the amend- 
xnent of any old neglected grievance in church or ftatc, 
OT in the daily courfe of life, if he be gifted with abilide* 
of mind, that may raife him to fo high an undertaking, 
I grant he hath already much whereof not to repent him ; 
yet let me aread him, not to be the foreman of any niif- 
judged opinion, unlels his lefolutions be finnly fcated 
in a fquare and conftant mind, not confcious to itfelf of 
any deferved blame, and regardlefs of ungrounded fuf- 
pidons. For this let him be fare he iliall be boarded 
prefcntiy by the ruder fort, but not by difcreet and wcll- 
nuitored men, with a thoufand idle defcants and fur- 
mifes. Who when tbey cannot confute the leaft joint 
cr finew of any pafiage in the bocA ; yet God forbid that 
truth ihould be truth, becaufe they have a boifterous 
conceit c^ fome pretences in the writer. But were they 
botmorebufy aiul inquifitive than the AppOIe commmdf, 
they would hear him at leaA, *' rejoicing fo the truth be 
l^eached, whether of envy or o^r pretence wbat- 
iioever :" for troth is as impoffible to be foiled by iSj 
outward toudi, as the funbeam ; though ^is ill hip 
wait on her nativity, that fbe never comes into tbe ^stAA, 
but like a baftard, to the ignominy of him that brai^lit 
her forth ) till time, the midwife rather than the motba 
of truth, have waftied and faVted the infent, declated ber 
legitimate, and churched the father of his young Minerra, 
from the necdlefs caules of his purgation. Yourfe^vfls cm 
beft witnefs this, worthy patriots 1 and better will, M 
doubt> hereal^er: for who among ye of 1^ fotemoft that 
have travailed in her behalf to the good of chuicb or 

fiate, 
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Adte, hftth not been often traduced to b«: the agent of hift 
own by-ends, under pretext of refomiE^n 7 So much the 
more I ihall not be unjuft to hope, ^t howeter in&haj 
or envy may woA in other men t6 do her fretfii! wife 
againft this difcourfe, yet that the experience of your own 
uprightaefs mifinterpreted will put ye in mind, to give 
it free audience and generous conftni6lion. What 
though the brood of Bdial the drafiF of men, to whom 
no liberty is plealing, but tmbridled and vagabond luft 
without pale or partition, will laugh broad perhaps, to , 
fee fo great a ftrength of fmpture muftering up in favour, 
as they fuppofe, of their debaucheries ; they will know 
. better when they ihall hence Itam, that honeft liberty is 
the greateit foe to diftioneft licence. And what though 
othei4, out of a wateriffa and queafy confcience, became 
ever crazy and never yet found, will rail and fancy io 
themfelves that injury and licence is the bdft of this 
book } IHd not the diflsmper of their own ftomacbs 
a.fk£t them with a ditzy megrim, they would Ibon tie 
up their tongues, and difccm themfelves like that Afly- 
lian blafphemer, all this white repnmching not man, but 
the Almighty, the Holy One of Ifrtel, whom they do 
kiot deny to nave belawgiven his own facred people with 
tiiis very aUowatioe* which they now call injury and li- 
iccnce, and dare cry ifhame on, and will do yet a while, 
till they get a little cordial fobrieiy to fettte their (^hn- 
i»g zeal. But this qu^ion concerns not us perhaps : 
indeed man's di(^>orition, though prone to feardi !|.ncr 
Vain curicifities, yet whtti points of difficulty are to bi? 
difcufled, appeitaining to the removal of onreafimaWc 
wrong and burden from the perplexed life of our brother, 
it is incredible how cold, how duU, and fer from all 
fellow-feeling we arc, without the fpar of fetf -concem- 
«Eiei*. Yet if the wifdom, the juftice, the purity of God 
bt to be cleared from fouleft imputations, which are Tiot 
yet avoided ; if charity be not to be degraded and trodden 
down Under a civil cwdinance ; if matrimony be not to 
be advanced like th*t esalted perdition written of to the 
TbeflaltmiaBS, ** above all that is called God," or good- 
nefs, nay againft them both ; then 1 dare affirm, there 
tvillbe^t^ m the contents of this book that which 

may 
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may concern us all. You it concerns chiefly, wdrthia 
in parliament ! on whom as on our deliverers, all onr 
grievances and cares, by Ihe merit of your eminence and' 
fortitude, arc devolved. Me it concerns next, having 
with much labour and faithful diligence firft found out, 
or at lead with a fearlefs and communicative candour 
firft publifhed to the manifeft good of chriftendora, that 
which, calling to witnefs every thing mortal and immcirT 
tal, I believe unfeigncdly to be tme. Let not other men 
think their confcience bound to fearch continually after 
truth, to pray for enlightening from above, to publiiU 
what they think they have fo obtained, and debar rac 
from conceiving myfelf tied by the fame duties. Ye have 
now, doubtlefs, by the favour and appointment of God, 
ye have now in your hands a great and populous natipa 
to reform ; from what corruption, what blindnefs in re- 
ligion, ye know well ; in what a degenerate and ialliai 
fpirit from the appreheniion of native liberty, and true 
manlinefs, I am fure ye find ; vrith wiiat unbounded 
licence rufhing to whoredoms and adulteries, needs not 
long inquiry : infomuch that the fears, which men have 
of too ftridl a difcipline, perhaps exceed the hopes, that 
.can be in others, of ever introducing it with any great 
fuccefs. What if I fliould tell ye now of difpenfations 
and indulgences, to give a little the reins, to let them 
play and nibble with the bait a while ; a people as hard 
of heart as that E^ptian colony that went to Canaan. 
This is the common dodirinc that adulterous and inju- 
rious divorces were not connived only, but with eye open 
allowed of old for hardnefs of heart. But that opinion, 
I truft, by then this following argument hath been well 
read, will be left for one of the myfteries of an indulgent 
Antichrill, to farm out inceft by, and thofe his other tri- 
butary pollutions. What middle way can be taken then, 
may fome interrupt, if we muft neither- turn to the right, 
nor to the left, and that the people hate to be reformed i 
Mark then, judges and lawgivers, and ye whofe office 
it is to be our teachers, for I will utter now a doi£irinc, 
if ever any other, though negledted or not underfiopd, 
yet of great and powerful importance to the, governing 
of mankind. He who wifely would reftrain the reafon- 
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able foul of num. within' due bounds^ muA £rft htmfelf 
know pCTfefUy, how far the territory and dominion ex- 
teocb of jnft and honeft liberty. A& little mutl he oifer 
to iMnd that which G!od hath loofoned, as to loofen that 
wUch facrhath bound.; The ignorancfe and miftakc of 
1^'high point hsth l^espedup one huge half of all the 
tb\i«tfi that hath been fince Adam. In the gofpel we 
flnll roadafapemiioas crew of mafiersr whdie hoHnefs, 
or rather whofe evil eye, grieving that God fhould be fo 
fitcil tQ tnau^ was to fet Ihaiter hoiits to obedience, than 
God halh fet, to enflare the dignity of man, to put s 
gwriioB. updn his neck of »npty and over dignified pre- 
c^ta : affid'we fhall rraidiour Saviour never more grieved 
^uwi teoabled, thin to meet with fuch a peevith madnefe 
among men a^uac^ their own freedom. How can vtp 
axpedt him to be kfs offended with us, when much of 
Ae'latnfi folly fhall be found yet remaining where it: 
leaft oiight, to the iperifhing oi thoi^anda ? The greatcft 
burden tn ^e world is fupwflition, not only of ceremo^ 
nies in the church, but of imaginary and fcarecrow lins 
at home. What' greater weakening, what more fubtla 
ftfatagem againfi our-chriftian warface, when befidea 
the grofe body of rfcai'tranfgreffions to encounter, we 
ithall be terrified by a vain and ihadowy menacing, of 
filults that are not ; When thii^ indifferent fhall be fet 
to overfrwit us undeu the banners of fin, what wonder 
if We be routed, and by this art of our adverfaiy, fall 
into the fubgefftion of 'worft and deadlieft offences ? The 
fuperftilion of the papift is, ** touch not, tafte not," when 
God bids both ; and ou*s is, " part not, fcparate not,'* 
when God and charitj* both permits and Gomman(k, 
" Let all your things be done with charity," faith St. 
Paul ; and his mailer faith, " She is the fulfilling of tha 
law." Yet now a civil, an indifferent, a fometime dif- ' 
fuaded law of marriage, muft be forced upon us to fultil, 
not only without charity, but ag«nft her. No place in 
Heaven or earth, except Hell, where charity may not 
enter : yet marriage, the (xdinanco of our folace and 
Contentment, the remedy of our lonelinefs, will not 
Admit now either of charity or mercy, to come in and 
mediate, or pacify the fierceoefs of this gentle ordinancci 
Vot.I. Z the 
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the urircraedied lonelilefs of ^this . remodyj Aflvjfe.'yfc, 
well, dipreme fenate, if charity be thus excluded .an) 
cxpulfedj how ye will defend the initainied honoui' o£ 
youi'bwn anions and proceedirigs. He who maiiie^- 
intends as Uttte;totconi"pire bis oWn ruin, as he ik^ 
fwearsallei^aiicet dnd as a vtbolepedjdd isinproportiOtt 
to an ill goveraBaent, fo is one matt Ui rfin ill itiarmge.- 
If they, agairift any authorityi covenanty or flatXite, m^ 
by the fovereigo edift of charity, five not otjly tbwr 
live^ but honeit liirerties ftom uhworthy Jocmdage, H 
well may he agi«nft any private: -So vemmtt, -which be 
never entered to his mifchicfj. reddem.-himfelf .from mi- 
fupportable difturbancea to honcfl: p^ce, and juft: tx^- 
tentment : And much the rather, for that to . re&ft the 
h^heft m^flrate though tyrannizing^ God oevargaTV' 
tis exprefs allowance, only he gave us. reafon* chaiitj,- 
nature, and good exampleto beaf u& out; .but-nt,.thJB 
economical misfortune thus to. demean ;oiirfely£s, beddea 
the warrant of thofc four gnat dire:(5or8^ -which doth as 
juftly belong hithcrj we have a» exptefs btwof God, and 
fuch a law,' as whereof our Saviour wjth a Iblemn thnstt 
forbid the abrogaling. For no efift& of tyranny can & 
more heavy on the eonimonwe^h>' than this honfeboU 
unbappinds on the family. And ^ifevell all h^)e of 
trae reformation in the ftate, while fiidi an ctU as this 
lies undifceraed or unr^arded in th6 houle: onthcie- 
drefs whereof depends not only the fpiritfiil and- wdeily 
life of our grown meui but the willing and ca^fiil edn- 
catiMi of our children. Let this therefiwe be new a- 
£anined, diis tenure and freehold of mankind, this native 
and domeftic charter given us by a greater lord than that 
Saxon king the confeflbr. Let the fiMutes of God be 
turned over, be fcanned anew, and confidered not al- 
together by the narrow intelleduals of quoUtimufis and 
common places, but (as was the anci«it right of couD' 
cils) by men of what liberal pro^ffion foever, of entioait 
fpirit and breeding, joined with a difiijfe and varioas 
knowledge of divine and hunuui things ; able to balaDCO 
pnd define good and evil, r^ht and wrong, throngfaout 
fxfxy flate of life ; able to fhow us the ways of the Lord 
liraight and faithful as they ar^ not fuU of cranks and 
contntdit^w^ 
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fcontrsldiftions, and pitfalltng difpeiifeB, bat widi divine 
bifight and benignity meafured oat to the piroportion of 
ftach mind and fpirit, each tempir and difpoStion created 
fo different each from other, and yet by the ffcill of wife 
conduiftingj all to become nnifoftn in virtne. To erpe-i 
ditc thefe knotSi wer*' worthy a learned and memorabid 
fynodi while our enemies expeft to fee the expectation 
6f the church tired out With dependencies and independ- 
encies how they will compoand, and in what ' calends;. 
Doubt not, worthy fenatorsl to vindicate the facred 
honour and judgment of Mofes yofur predecef&r, from 
the Shallow commenting of fchakilics and canoniAs. 
. Doubt not after him to reach out yonr fteady bands to 
the mifinfonned and weaned life of nah i • to reftoic this 
his loft heritage, ihto the bbufehold Adte ; wherewith 
be fure that peace and 1ot£, the beft fubfiftence of a 
chriflian family, will return fiome from whence they arc 
now bani(hed; places of prollitution will be Itfs haunt- 
ed, the neighbour's bed lefs attempted, the ytJke of pru- 
dent and manly difcipline will be generally fabmttted 
to ; fober and well ordered living will foon fpring up in 
the commonweahh. Ye have an author great beyond 
exception, Mofes ; and one yet greater, he who holged 
in from aboHfhing every fmalleft jot and tittle of pre- 
cious equity contained in that law, with a more accurate 
and lafting Maforeth, than cither the fynagogoc of Ezra 
or the Oalilsan fchool at Tiberias hath left ds. What- 
ever etfe ye can enaft, will fcarce concern a third part of 
the Britilh name : but the benefit and good of this your 
magnanimous example, will eafily fpread far beyond the 
bam:s of Tweed and the Norman ifles. It would not 
be the firft or fecond time, fince our ancient Druids, by 
whom this ifland was the cathedral of philofophy to 
France, left off their pagan rites, that England hath had 
this honour vouchfafed from Heaven, to give out refor* 
mation to the world. Who was it but our Englifh Con- 
fiantine that baptized the Roman empire ? Who but 
the Northumbrian Willibrode, and Winifride of Devon, 
with their followers, were the firft apoftles of Germany ? . 
Who but Alcuin and Wickliff am*, countrymen opened 
the eyes of Europe, the one in arts, the other in reli- 
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gion } Let not England fbi^get ha ptvcedence of teacb- , 
ing nations how to Hvn. 

Know, worthies j and exeroifc the privilege of your i 
honoured country. A greater title I here bring ye, than 
is either in the pcriver iw in the policy of Ronte to ^tc 
her.MonarchSi (his glbrioiu a£t wiil llyle ye the defeodr j 
«^ of charity. Nor is this yet the highcft infcriptim 
that will adorn fo religious and fo ht^J. a defence as thisj ; 
behold here the pure and facred law of Gk)d and hia ytX . 
purer and marc facred name offering thcoifelves to yoo, 
firft of all cltfiftjan reformers to be acquitted from tlw 
long fufferfed ungodly attribute (rf! patronizing adulteiy. 
Defer not to ivip* off inftantly thcfc imputative blon 
find Aeins cai^ ^ mde fancies upon the throne and 
beauty ilfcif of In^idkHcholinefs: left feme other peo- 
ple more devout and wife than we bereave us this offer- 
ed immortal glory, cmt wonted prerogative, of being the 
firft afTertera m every^glrrat vindication., f'or me, as &r 
as my part leads me, I have already my greateft gain, 
alTurance and inward fatisia6lion to have done in this 
nothing unwortliy bf an.honeA life, :»id ftudies well em* 
ployed. With what event, among the wife and right 
underltanding handful of m«i, I am fecute. But how 
among the drove of cufiwn and prejudice this will be 
reliiheid by fucb whole ciipacity, fince their youth run 
ahead hito the eafy creek of a fyftem or a medulla, iails I 
there at will under the blown phyfiognomy of thdr UD- 
laboured rudiments ; for them, what their tafte will be, | 
I have alfo furety fufficient, from the entire league that : 
hath ever been bietween formal ignorance and grave ob- 
ftinacy. Yet when I remember the little thafbur Saviour 
could prevail about this do61rine of charity againft the 
crabbed textuifts of his time, I make no wonder, batreft 
tonfidenl, that whofO prefers either matrimony or other 
ordinance before the good of man and the plain exigence 
of charity, let him prde^ papift, or protettant, m- what 
he will, he is no better th^ a pharifee, and underftaods 
not the gofpel : whoin as a rnifinterpretar of Chrift I 
openly proteft againft j and provoke bim to the trial of 
ihis truth before all the worid : and let him bethink 
him withal how he will fodder up the flufting flaws f^ 
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his ungiri permiffions, his venial and unvcniahdifpenfes, 
wherewith the law of God pardoning and unpardoning 
hath been IhamefuUy btanded for \vant of heed in gloiT- 
ing, to have eluded and baffled out all faith and challity 
fropi tb^ marriage bed pf that holy feed, with politic and 
judicial adulteries. I feek not to feduce the iiniple and 
illiterate ; my errand is to find out the choiceft and the 
Icamedeft, who have this high gift of wifdom to anfwer 
Iblidly, or to be convipced, I crave it from the piety, 
the learning, and the prudence which is houfed in this 
place. It might perhaps rdore fitly have been written 
in another tOQgue: and I had done fo, but that the 
trfleem I have of my country's judgment, and the love I 
liear to my native language to ferve it firft with what I 
endeavour, made me ,^ai it thus, ere I affay the verdift 
of oudandilh readers. And perhaps alfo here I might 
have ended namelefs, but that the addrefs of thefe lines 
chiefly to the parliament of England might have feemed 
ingrateful not to acknbwiedge by whofe religious care^ 
unwearied watchfulnefs, couragious and heroic refolu- 
tions, I enjoy the peace and findious leifure to remain. 

The Honourer and Attendant of their noble Worth 
and Virtues, 

John Milton. 
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THE PREFACE. 



That man is the occaGon of his own miferics in tpoft of tliofe evil; 
which he imputes to God's inflidting. The abfurdity of our 
canoDiUs in their decrees about divorce. The Chritlian imperial 
laws framed with more equity. The opinion of Hugo Grottns 
9nd Faulus Fagtus : And the purpofe in general of this difcouile. 

JVLant men, whether it be their fate or fond opinion, 
eafily perfuade themfelves, if God would but be pleafed 
a while to withdraw his juft punifhments from us, aod 
to reftrain what power either the devil or any earthly 
enemy hath to work, us wo, that then man's nature 
would find immediate reft and releafement from all evils. 
But verily they who think fo, if they be fuch as have a 
mind large enough to take into their thoughts a general 
furvey of human things, would foon prove themfelves in 
that opinion far deceived. For though it were granted 
us by divine indulgence to be exempt from all that can 
be harmful to us from without, yet the perverfenefs of 
our folly is fo bent, that we (hould never lin hammer- 
ing out of our own heartsj as it were out of a flint, 
the feeds and fparkles of new mifery to ourfelves, till all 
were in a blaze again. And no marvel if out of oitr own 
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hearts, for they are evil;, but cA-enout of thofe things 
,whicl^ God meant us, either for a principal good, or 
» pure contentment, we are fiill hatching and Contriving 
»^n ourfelves matter of continual jbrrow and perplex- 
ity. Wba.t greater good to man than that revealed rule, 
whereby God vouchlafcs to {how :ua how he would be 
worshipped ? And yet that not rightly, underfliood be- 
came .tb^caufej that once a famous man in Ifrael could 
not , but oblige his, confcience to be the faerificer t or if 
not, the gaolor of hjs innocent and otily daughter: and 
was the caufe ofttimes that armies of valiant men have 
given^np their throats to.a heatheniih enemy on the fab- 
bath djiji J fondly thinking their defenfive refiftance to 
be as then a work unlawful. What thing more inftituted 
to the folace and delight of man than marriage i And 
yet the nHfinterpreting offome Scriptuns, directed main.- 
ly againft the abufers of the law for divorce given by 
Mofes, hath chan^d the bleffing of matrimony not fel- 
dom into a familiar and cuinhabiting mifchief ; at lead 
into a drooping and difconfolate houfehold captivity, 
.without refuge or redemption. So ungoverned and lb 
wild a race doth fuperftition run us, from one extreme 
of abufed liberty into the other of unmerciful reftraint 
For although God in the firft ordaining of marriage 
taughf us to what end he did it, in words exprefsly im- 
plying the apt and cheerful converfation of man with 
woman, to comfort and refrelk him J^inft the evil of 
folitary life, not mentioning the purpbfe of generation 
till afterwards, as being but a fecondary end in dignity, 
though not in neceffity i ypt now, if any two be but once 
handed in die church, and have tailed in any fort the 
nuptial bed, let them find therafelves never fo miflaken 
in their difpofitions through any errour, concealment, 
or mifadventure, that through their xiifferent tempers, 
thoughts, and conftitutions, they can neither be to one 
another a remedy againit lonelinefs, nor live in any 
union or contentment all their days ; yet they Ihall, fo 
they be but found fuitably weaponed to the leaft poffi- 
bility of fenfual enjoyment, be made, fpight of antipathy, 
to fadge together, and combine as they may to their un- 
fpeakable wearifomenefs, and defpair of aU fociable de- 
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light in the ordinance which God eftab(tlhed 
very end. What a calamity islliis, and as the wife man, 
if he were alive, would itgh out in hls'own phraie, what ■. 
a " fore evi! is this under thefun I" All which we caft 
refer juiily to no other author than the canon law vsA 
her adherents, not confulting with charity, the interpprter 
■and guide of our faith, but refting in the mere element 
of the text ; doubtlefs by the ^policy <rf the devil to make 
that gracious ordinance become unfupportable, that what 
with men not daring to venture upon wedlock, and what 
with men wearied out of it, all inordinate licence nrigbt 
abound. It was for many ages that marriage lay in dif- 
grace with moft of the ancient dodlors, as a work trfthe ' 
neth, almoft a defilement, wholly denied to priells, and 
the ftcondtitne difluaded to all, as he that reads Ter- 
4iillian orjerom may fee at large. Afterwards it was 
thought fo facramental, that no adultery or defertion 
■could diffolve its and this is the fenfe of our canon 
courts in England to this day, but in no other reforawd 
church elfe : yet there remains in them alfo a burden on 
it as heavy as the other two were difgracefiil or fuper- 
Aitious, and of as much iniquity, croiiing a law not only 
written by Mofes, but charadtered in us by nature, of 
more antiquity and deeper ground than marriage itfelf; 
which law is to force nothing againft the fauUlefs propri- 
eties of nature, yet that this may be colourably done, oor 
Saviour's words touching divorce are as it were congeal- 
ed into a flony rigour, inconfiftertt both with his doftrine 
and his ofiicc ; and that which he preached only to the 
confcience is by canonical tyranny fnatched into the 
compullive cenmre of a judicial court; where laws are 
jmpofed even ^ainft the venerable and fccret powCT <rf 
nature's impreffion, to love, whatever caufe be found W 
loath : which is a'benious barbarifm both agaift the ho- 
nour of marriage, the dignity of man and his foul, the 
goodnefs of chriftianity, and all the human refpefts of 
civility. Notwithftanding that fome the wii'eft and 
graveft arotMig the chriftian emperors, who had about 
them, to conliilt with, thofe of the fathers then living; 
who for their learning and holinefs of life are ftill with 
us in great ienown> have made their ftatutes and edi& 
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concerning this debate far more ■eafy'tthd relenting in 
many neceflary cafes, i^hereln the artiOn is inflexible 
And Hugo Grotius, a nian of thefe timfcs, one of the beft . 
leaTnedj "fecins not obfcurely to adhei'elh his perfuafion 
to the equity of thofe imperial decrees, in his notes vpoh 
the Evangciifts'j much' allajing the outward roughneft 
of the text, which hath for the moft part been too im- 
moderately expounded-; .and excites 'the diligence of 
others to inquire further into this queftion, as containing 
many points that have not yet been explained. Which 
ever likely to remain intricate and hopelefs upon the 
fuppofitions commonly ftuck to, the authority of Paulus 
Fagius, one lb learned and fo eminent in England once, 
if it might perfuade, would ftraight acquaint us with a. 
folution of thefe differences no Icfs prudent than com- 
pendious. He, in his comment on the Pentateuch, 
doubted not to maintain that divorces might be as law- 
fully permitted by the magiftrate to chriftians, as they 
were to the jews. But becaufe he is but brief, and thefe 
things of great confequence not to be kept obfcure, I 
ftall conceive it nothing above my duty, either for the 
difficulty or the cenfure that ipay pafs thereon, to com- 
municate fuch thoughts as I alfo have had, and do offer 
them now in this general labour of reformation to the 
candid View both of church and magiftrate : efpectally 
- becaufe I fee it the hope of good men, that thofe irre- 
gular and unfpiritual courts have fpun their utmoft date 
in this land, and fome better courie muft now be con- 
ftituted. This therefore fhall be the taft and period of 
this difcourfe to prove, firft, that other reafOns of divorce, 
befides adultery, were by the law of Mofes, and are yet to 
be allowed by the chriftian magiftrate as a piece of 
jufHce, and that the words of Chrift are not hereby con- 
traried. Next, that to prohibit abfolutely any divorce ' 
whatfoever, except thofe which Mofes excepted, is againft 
the reafon of law, as in due place I ihall fhow out of 
Fagius with many additions. He therefore who by ad- 
venturing, Ihall be fo happy as with fuccefs to light the 
way of fuch an expedient liberty and truth as this, fhall 
reftore the much wronged and over forrowed flate of 
matrimony, not only to thofe merciful and life giving . 

remedies 
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remedies of Mofes, Uit as. much as may be, to that fereoe 
and blifsful condition it was in at the beginning, and 
iftiall deferve. pf all apprehenfire raen, (confidering the 
^roubles and diftempers, which. Car want of this i^ght 
have been fo' o$ in kingdoms, in Aates, and families) 
ihall deferve to be. reckoned among the public' bede^ 
tors of civil and humdu life, above the inventors of wine 
and oil ; for this is a far dearer, far nobler, and more 
detirable cherllhing to maji's life, unworthily expofed to 
fadDe& and midake, which hefhall vindicate- Not tb^ 
licence, and levity, and unconfepted breach of faith 
ihould herein be countenanced, but that foroe confcioa- 
able and tender pity might be had o." thofe who liavc 
unwarily, in a thing they never praflifed before, made 
themfelves the bondmen pf a iucklefs and helplefs inatri- 
' mony. In which argument, he whofe courage can feire 
.him to give the firft onfet, muft look for two feveral o^ 
politions \ the one from thofe who having fwom them- 
felves to long cuftom, and the letter of the text, yvilt not 
out of the road : the other from thofe whofe groftand 
vulgar appl-ehenfions conceit but low of matrimoniid 
purpofes, and in the work of male and female think tiey 
have all. Neverthelefs, it ihall be here fonghj: by due 
ways to be made appear, that thofe words of God in the 
inflitution, promiling a meet help againA loneli^e^s, and 
thofe words of Chrift, " that his yoke is eafy, and his 
burden light," were not fpoken in vain: for if the knot 
of marriage may in no cafe be diflblved but for adultery, 
all the burdens and fervices of the law are not fo iuti^- 
able. Tliis only is defired of them who are minded to 
judge hardly of thus maintaining, that they would be 
iiill, and hear all out, nor think.it equal to anfwer deli- 
berate i«9fon with fudden heat and noife ; remembenog 
this, that many truths now of reverend eftcem and credit 
liad their birth and beginning once from lingular and 
jwivate thoughts, while the moll of men were otherwife 
poflefled ; and had the fete at firft to be generally ex- 
ploded and exclaimed on by many violent oppofers: yet 
I may err perhaps in foothing myfelf, that this prefent 
truth revived will deferve on all hands to be not finif- 
terly received, in that it undertakes the cure of an invete- 
rate 
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irate difeafe crept into the beft part of faunian fociety ; 
juid to do .this 'ivith no.fmarting corrofive, but with a 
fmooth and .pleafing leflbn, which received hath the 
fyirtue to fpften and difpel rooted and knotty Ibrrowe, and 
syithont'enehanttTjent, if that be feared, or fpell ufed, 
■hath regard: at once both to ferious pity and upright 
honefiyi that .tends to the redeeming and rcftoring of 
none bat fuch.ae are the objedt of compaffion, having ia 
ian ill houri hartipered themfelves, to the utter difpatch 
of all their moft beloved .comforts and repofe for this 
life's term. ■ But if we fhall obftinately diilike this new 
overture of unexpected eafe and recovery, what remains 
but to deplore the frowardnefs of our hopelefa condition, 
which neither can endure the eAate we are in, nor admit 
of remedy either Iharp or fweet. Sharp we oqrfelves dif- 
tafte ; and fweet, under whofe hands we are, is fcrupled 
9nd Jufpeded as too lufcious. In fuch a pofture Cttrifi 
found the Jews, who were neither won with the auflerity 
of John the Baptift, and thought it too much licence to 
follow freely the charming pipe of him who founded and 
proclaimed liberty and relief to all diftrefles : yet truth 
in fome age or other will find her witnefs, and fhall be 
jufliiied at laft by her own children. 

CHAP. I. 

Thefojitlon proved hy the law of Afnfci. That law expounded and 
ajferted ta a tnaral and charitable ufe, fi'Jl by Paului Fagius, next 
with other additions. 

J. o remove therefore, if it be poffible, this great and 
iad oppreffion, which through tiie ftritftnefs of a literal . 
interpreting hath invaded and difturbed the deareft and 
mod peaceable eilate of houfehold fociety, to the over- 
burdening, if not the overwhelming of many chriftians 
better worth than to be fo deferted of the church's con- 
fiderate care, this pofition fhall be laid down, firft prov- 
ii^, then anfwering what may be objetSted either firom 
fcripture or light of reafon. 

"That indifpoiition, unfitnefs, or contrariety of mind, 
arifing from a caufe in nature unchangeable, hindering, 
and ever likely to hinder, the main benefits of conjugal 

fociety. 
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fociety, which are folace and peace ; is a greatw reafcft 
of divorce than natural frigidity, efpccially if there be do 
children, and that there be mutual confent." 

This! gather from the law in Deut. xx»t, !.■ '* When 
a. imn 'bath taken a wife and married her, imd it' cone 
to pafs that fhe find no favour in his eyes, becaufe he 
hath found fome undeannefs iti her, let him wfite her 
a bill of divorcement, and ^ve it in her hand, and fend 
her oat of his houfe," &c. This law, if the words of 
Chrift may be admitted into our belief, fhal! never while 
the vi^orld ftands, for him be abrogated. Firft therefore 
I here fet down what learned Fagius hath obferved on 
this law ; " the law of God" faith he, " permitted di- 
■vorce for the help of human weaknefs. For every one 
that of neceffity feparates, cannot live fingle. That 
Chrift denied divorce tahis own, hind^s not { for what 
is that to the unregenerate, who hath not attained fucJi 
perfe<5ion ? Let not the remedy be defpifed, which was 
given to weaknefs. And when Chrift faith, who marries 
the divorced commits adultery, it is to be underftood if 
he had any plot in the divorce." The reft I referve until 
it be difputcd, how the magiftrate is to do herein. Frwn 
hence we may plainly difcera a twofold confideration in 
this law : firft, the end of the lawgiver, and the proper 
a6l of the law, to command or to allow fometh'mg juft 
and honeft, or indifferent. Secondly his fufferancc from 
fome accidental refult of evil by this allowance, which 
the law cannot remedy. For if this law have no other 
end or atft but only the allowance of fin, though ncrer 
to fo good intention, that law is no law, but fin muffled 
an the robe of law, or law difguifed in the loofe gaimcnt 
of fin. Both which arc too foul hypothefes, to favc the 
phENiomenon of our Saviour's anfwer to the I^arifets 
about this matter. And I truft anon by die help (^ an 
infallible guide, to perfect fuch Prutenic tables, ajAiU 
mend the afbonomy of our wide expofitors. 

The caufe of divorce mentioned in the law is tranf- 
lated " fome uncleannefe," but in the Hebrew it foundi 
*' nakednefs of aught, or any real nakednefs :" which by 
all the learned interpreters is referred tq the mind as w^ 
ss to the body. Aiid what greater nakednefs or xoM' 
, - I nf** 
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nefs of Wiind than that which hinders ever the foJace and 
peaceful fociety of the married couple ; and, what hinders 
that ^9r^ thftn the unfiinefs and defedivenefs of an lin- 
coBJugal .mia4 ? The ca.ufc tlicrefore of divorce exprefled 
in the pofitioa cannot but agree with that defcribed in 
the b^ and cqualleil fenfe of Mofea's law. Which, being 
a matter of pure charity, is plainly moral, and more no v 
in fijrce th^ ever ; therrfore furely lawful. For if 
under the law fuch w«5 God's gracious indulgeni^, sa 
not tofuffer the ordinance of his goodnefs and favour 
throtigh,wy errour to be feared and ftigmatized upwi 
his' fi^Tantfi,. to their mifisiry and thraldom; much iefe 
wilj^e .fti^f it now under the covenant of grace, by 
abr^dng his. former grant of remedy and relief, 'sut 
the;li^ inflifution wUI be objected to hare ordained 
marfii^e infeparable. To that a little patience until this 
finftp*rt;have amply difcourfed thegravc and pious tea- 
fops pf, this divorcive law ; and then I doubt not but 
with one gentle ftroking to wipe «wajr ten thoufand 
tears out of the life of man. Yet thus much I fliall now 
infiftdo, that whatever the infUtution were, it could 
not be fo enprtoous, nor fo rebellious againft both nuum 
■nd j-ea^n, as to exalt itfclf above the end and perfon for 
wh^&it;waa ihiUti^ted. 

C H A P. U. 

^efirfireafonsf this law grounded on the prime reafon of matrimimf. 
That m eovenarit tvhatjoever obliges againji the main end itth of 
itfdf, and of. the partus cavenafuing, ■' 

Jr oa all fenfe ^nd equity reclaims, that any law or ctn-e- 
naiit, how folemn or ilrait foever, either between God 
and maiH or naan and man, thou^ of [God's joining* 
ihtfuld bind againft a prime and principal fcope of its 
own inftitution, and of btrih or either party covenanting : 
neither can it be of fcfrce to engage a blamelefs creature 
to his own perpetual forrow, mifiaken for his expe»5tcd 
folace, without iufferiiig diarity, to flep in and do a con- 
fefied good work of parting thofe, whom nothing h^ds 
togettffir but this of God's joining, falfeiy ffoppofed 
agaiaft the expre^ end of his own (vdioaQca. And wiitft 
• - hia 
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his chief end was of creating woman to be joined witfe 
man, his own inftituting words declare, and are in&Ilible! 
to inlbrm us what is marriage,' and what is no marriage ; 
ttnlefe we can think them fet there to no purpofc : " it 
is not good/' feith he, "that man fhoutd be alone, I 
will make him a help meet for him." From which words, 
fo plain,'lels cannot be Coticluded, nor is by any learned 
interpreter, than that in God's 'intention a meet and 
bappy cohverfation is the chiefeft and the nobleft end 
of marriage : for we find here nO exprefflon foncceflarily 
implyiiig carnal knowledge, as this preTentioi* of lonc'- 
linefs to the mind and fpirit of ilian. To this, FaginSi 
Calvin, PaireuSj Rivetusj as willingly and largely aflent 
as can be wilhed. And indeed it is a greater bl(Sffing 
from Ged^-raore <vorthy fo excellent a creature as roan'isj 
snd a higher end to honour and randl:tfy the league of 
marriage^ whenas the folace and fatisfadtion ofthefniiKl 
is regardeii^and provided for before the fenfitrve pleafing 
of tbe-body. And with all generous perfons- martied 
thm it isi ihat where the mind and perfoft pleafes apByi 
there fome unaccomplilhment of the body's delight rnay 
be better borne with, than when the mind hangs off in 
an unclofiog difproportion, though the body be as it 
ought; for there all corporal delight will foon becotot! 
unfavoury and contemptible. And the folitarinefs of 
man, which God had namely and principally ordered 
lo prevent by marriage, hath no remedy, but lie9»Midcr 
a worfe condition than the lonelieft fingle life: for in 
fingle life the abfence and remotenefs of a helper might 
inure him to cxpeft his own comforts out of himfelf, or 
to feelt with hope ; birt here the continual fight of hij 
deluded thoughts, without cttre, muft needs be to himi 
^f efpecially his complexion incline him to ' Oielancholyi 
a daily trouble and pain of lofe, in Tome degree like ^ 
which reprobates feel. Left therefore fo noble a creature 
as man Ihould be fhut up incurably under a worfe evil 
.by an eafy'miHake in that ordinance which God garefaim 
to remedy a lefs evil, reaping to hfmfelf forrow while he 
went to rid away folitarinefs, it cannot avoid to be con- 
,cluded,that if the woman be naturally fo ()fdirpofition,al 
5^ill opt help to remove, but help to incre^ that&me God- 
-:,. ( forbidden 
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forbidden Idnelinefs, whidi-wJUin tirtre'draw oil with if 
a geiierai difcofrifort and dcjfe£H6n of mind; not befeeming 
eitherclttiftian profeffioh or tjipral converfation, Unprofit- 
able and dangerouato the common weiltlijW hen the houfc- 
hoid. eftate,'out of which rtiuftflouriffl forth the vigou^ 
and fpirit of atl public "enferprifes, is lb illcontented anrf 
procared at home, and cannot be ftipported; iuch t 
marriage can be no marriage, wheretij the mpft honelt 
endiS'^wantir^: and the aggrieved perfon flialfdo mord 
maniy* toi be extraorditiary and. fingutir'Sni' claiming thri' 
due right whereof he is fruftrated, than to piece up his 
loft contentment by vilkitig ihfe ftews, tit flepping to hia 
neighbour's bed; which is the commpn'fhift in this mif- 
fortune : or elfe by fuffering his ufeful life to wafle away, 
and be loft under a fecret affliction of aa lincohfcionable 
fize to huRian ftrength. ' Againft all whic^ evils the 
mercy of this Mofaic law'wasgracioufly exhibited. 

CH A P. III. 

^e Ignatance and iniipUy vf canan law, pravlSngfar the right of tie 
body in marriage, but nothing fir the wrongs arid grievances of tbt 
mind. An obj'eSian, that the mind Jhouldbe better looked to before 
ifotilraff, anfwered. 

Xiow vain therefore is it', and how p-cpofierous in the 
canon law, to have made fuch carefUI provifion againft 
the impediment of carnal performance, and to have had 
no care about the unconverfing inability of mind fo de- 
fe(5livc to the pareftand moft facred end of matrimony; 
and that the veffel of voluptuous enjoyment rauft be 
made good to him that has taken it upon truft, without 
any caution ; whenas the mind, from whence muft flow 
the z&s of peace and love, ^ far more precioug mixture 
than the quinteflence of an excrement, though it be 
found never fo deficient and unable to perform the beft 
duty of marriage in a cheerful and agreeable converfa- 
tion, Ihall be thought good enough, however flat and 
melancholious it be, and muft ferve, though to the eter- 
nal diftairbance and languifliing of him that complains 1 
Yetwifdom and charity, weighing God's own inftitution, 
woidd think, that the pioiog of a lad fpirit wedded to 

lonelinefs 
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lonelinefe Ihould del^erre to beirted, as Well as flie iro* 
patience of a fenfaal defire fo providently relieved. It 
^ read to us in ttjL^.litui^jr, that f we mu^ not nlany to 
fatisfy the fiefhly ,«ppetite> liVfebmte hetJis, that bare bo 
onderftanding:'* |)ut, the canpa fc^ tuns, as if it dreaMed 
«f no other m^^f than Tuch an appetite to be ^isfied t 
for if it happen t^t nature hath flopped or extii^uifliod 
the veins of feni'iwlity, that nMiriage is aonulled. " But 
though aU.thefjK^lticj -of the undertlanding and - coa- 
Teriing part; aftqr j^rial appear \oht,(o iU and fo averfely 
met through ij^ti^ixe's up^jliqr^ble WorltiDg, as that neithtf 
peace, nor any, Sociable CQilteQtn^rlt cah fc^w^ it is ad 
nothing ; thc; cpiitrait flaall riafid ai^ fimi aa ever, betide 
whatwiil. Whatd«this^blit ftereUy to inftrud: 08, that 
iowever many g^ye re^on$,are. pretended to the- mar- 
ried Hfe, yet that nothiijig imjeedis thought north regard 
therein, but the prelcribed. fetiefeAion of an iiiationat 
heat ? Which cannot be but ignominious to the fiate 
of marriage, diflionourable to the undervalued foul of 
man, and even to chriftian dodlrine itfclf : while it feena 
more moved at the difappoii'iiing of an impetuous nerve, 
than at the ingenuous gi-ievanbti of a mind unreafonably 
yoked ; and to place more of marriage in the channel 
of concupifcence, than in the pure influence of peace and 
lore whereof the foul's taw&il cOntentraeilt is the onl^ 
fountain. 

But fome are ready to obje<^, that the dHpoAtion oaght 
ferioufly to be confidered before. But let them know 
again, that for all the warinels can be ufed, .it may yet 
befal a difcreet man to be miftaken in his choice, uid 
we have plenty of examples. The fobereft and heft 
governed men are leatt praftife'd in thefe affairs ; aad 
who knows not that the bafhfVil mutenefs of a Virgin 
pay ofttimes hide all the unlivelineis and natural ikth 
which is ^really un6t for converfation ; nor is there that 
freedom of accefs granted or prefumed, as may fufiice to 
a perfeft difceming till too late \ and where any iiKlif- 
pofition is fufpe^ted, what more ufual than the penoafinQ 
of friends, that .acquaintance, as it increales, will amend 
all J And laflly, it is not llrange though many, who have 
fpent their youth chaitely, ate ia fome things not fo 

quick- 
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qnick-iighted, while they hafte too eagerly to light the 
nuptial torch ; nor is it therefore that for a modeft errour 
a man Should forfeit fo great a happinefs, and no charita- 
ble means to rcleafe him : fince they who have lived moft 
loofely, by reafon of their bold'accuftoming, prove moft 
fuccefsful in their matches, becaufe their wild affi:£lions 
uafettling at will, have been as fo many divorces to teach 
them experience.- Whenas the fober man honouring 
the appearance of modefty, and hoping well of every 
focial virtue under that veil, may eafily chance to meet, 
if not with a body iinpenetrable, yet often with a mind 
to all other due converiation inaccellible, and to all th^ 
more eftimablc and fuperior purpofea of matrimony ufei 
lets and almofl lifelcfs : and what a folace, what a fit 
help fuch a confort would be through the whole life of 
a man, is lefs pain to conjedlure than to have experience. 

CHAP. IV. 

^itfecend reafon nflhii latu, becaufe •without it, marriage as it hap~ 
fens eft is not a remedy of that which it promifes, as any rational 
ereature would expeH. That marriage, if we pattern f ram thr 
heptuuHg, as our Saviour bids, was not properly the remedy of luftt 
w the fitlfiiling of conjugal love andhelpfulnefs. 

Ahd that we may further fee what a violent cruel thing 
it is to force the continuing of thofe together, whom God 
and nature in the gentleft end of marriage never joined; 
divers evils and extremities, that follow upon fuch a com* 
pulfion, fliall here be fet in view. Of evils, the firft and 
greateft is, that hereby a raoft abfurd and rafh impu- 
tation is fixed upon God and his holy laws, of conniving 
it)d difpenfing with open and common adultery among 
his chofen people ; a thing which the rankefl politician 
would think it fhame and difworthip that his laws 
fliould countenance: how and in what manner that 
comes to pafs f Ihall referve till the courfe of method 
brings on the unfolding of many fcripturea. Next, th« 
law and gofpel are hereby madcliable to more than one 
contradiSion, which I refer alfo thither. Laftly, the 
fupreme didate of charity is hereby many ways negleiSfced 
Wd violated j which I fliall forthwith addrefs to prove. 
Vol. I. A a Firft 
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Frrft, we know St. Paul faith. It is better to marry that 
to bum. f^an-iage therefore was given as a remedy of that 
trouble ; but what might this burning mean ? Certainly 
not the mere motion of carnal lull, not the mere goad 
of a fenfitive defire : God does not principally take care 
for fuch cattle. What is it then but that defire which 

■ God put into Adam in Paradife, before he knew the fin 
of incontinence ; that defire which Gtxl faw it ws» not 
good tbatman Ihould be left alone to burn in, the defire 
and longing to put off an unkindly folitarinefa by unit- 
ing another body, but not without a fit foul to his, in the 
cheaiful fociety of wedlock ? Which if it were foneedfid 
■ before the faH, when man was much more perfefl in 
himfelf, how much more ia it needful' now againftail 
the forrows and cafualtics of this life, to hare an inti- 
naate and fpeaking help, a ready and reviving aflfeciate 
in marriage? Wliereof who miffes, by chancing on a 
mute and fpiritlefs mate, remains more alone than before, , 
^d in^ burning lefs to be contaiued than that which ti 
flefhly, and more to be confidcred ; as being njore deep- 
ly rooted even in the faulttefs innocence of natuse. As 
for that other burning, which is but aa it were the «i»ra ; 
of a lufty and over abounding concoflion, ftri^ life and ' 
labour, with the abatement of a full diet, may keep tbit 
low and obedient enough : but this pure and more in- 
bred defire of joining to Itfelf in conjugal fisllowftJJ i 
a fit converfing fonl (which defire is properly cjdM | 
love) *' is flronger than death," as the fpoafe trf Chrid 
thcmght ; " many waters cannot quench it, neither co ' 
the floods drown it." This is that rational bumii^ dn* 
marriage is to remedy, not to be allayed with meoxj^ : 
nor with any penance to be fubdned ; whidi how 49 
he afl'uage who by milhap hatit met the moft unnw* 
and unfuitable mind ? Who hath the power to Qra^ 

-with an intelli^ble flame, not jn Paradife to be rcfiftiA 
become now more ardent by being faitedof whatin rci- 
fdn it looked for ; and even then moft nnqqenclwi 
when the importunity of a provender buminE is well 
enough appeafcd ; and yet the foul hath obtained no* 
thinff of what it juflly defires. Certainly fuch a one fcr- 
Iridaen to divorce, is in effect fbibiddcn to marry, vfA 
. compiled 



■OiA^ned to gti?aler dt^Colties than in a fingle life : fat 
'ff there be not a more humane burning 4rhich marriage 
Duaft fstisfy, or elfe may he dtfTolved', than that ofcapU" 
^tion, marriage cannot be bonoorablc for the meet 
leducti^ and terminating luft betwten twoi feeing 
many beafts in volontatvand chofen couples live toge- 
&er as unadultefoyOy, and are as truly married in that 
rcfpedt. But all ingcnuons men wilt fee th*; the dig- 
nity and blefling of marriage is placed rather in the 
mutual enjoyment of that wmch the wanting foul need- 
ftilly feeks, than of that which the plenteous body, 
would joyfully give away. ' Hence it is that Plato in 
his feftival difcourfe brings in Socrates relating wlat 
he feigned to have learned from the prophetefs Diotiina^ 
bow Love was the fon of Penury, begot of Plenty hi 
the garden ofjupitef. Which diviiwly forts with that 
which in tfkii Mofes tfells us, that love was the foi» 
of Lonelinefs, begot in Paradife by that fociable and 
helpful aptitude which God impVa*itcd between naani 
and woman toward each other. The fame slfo is that 
burning mentioned by St. Paul, wbeicof marriage ought 
to be the remedy : the iiefh haih odier (butual nnd eafy 
curbs, which are ip the power (rf a»y temperate man. 
When therefore this original and finleis penury or lone-- 
KnefS of the fOid cannot lay itfelf down by the fide oi 
filch a meet and acceptal^ uni<m as God ordained in- 
marriage, at leaft in fome proportion, Jt cannot conoai'va 
and bring forth love, but remains utterly unmarried 
under a formal wedlock, and ftill bwJns in the propef- 
meaning of St. Paul. Then enters Hate, not that hate 
diat fins, but that which only is natural diffati^liAiony 
and the turning afide from a miftako^ objed : if that 
millake have done injury, it fails not to difmifs with; 
Hecompeafe; for to retain ftlU, and not be able to >ov^ 
is to heap np more injury. Thence this- wife and pi<si» 
Jaw of difoiiffion now defended-, look, beginning : h« 
tfierefore who lacking of his due in- ths moft nativ* 
and humane end of marriage, thinks it better to.pa*C 
tban to live fadly and injurioofly to that cheeribl co-' 
tenant (fornot to be beloTed, and yet relained, istb<F 
greateft injury to a gentle fpiri!) ho J fay, wito tbawfoi* 
A a ^ feelf^Ic 
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feeks to part, ii one whb highly honours the mairied lilc 
and would not ftain it: and the reafons which now 
move him to divorce, are equal to the beft of thofe that 
could iirft warrant lum to marry; fcM-, as was plainly 
ihown, both the hate which now diverts him, and the i 
lonelinefs which leads him fiill powerfully to feek a fit 
help, hath not the leaft grain of a fin in it, if he bt | 
worthy to underftand himfelf. - 

C H A P. V. 

TTbe third reafin ef this law, becaule viithoM it, be tuho has hcppaiJ ' 
whfre he findi nuhing but remedileft offences and difeonttnts, it in 
more aadgreater temftatims than ever btfwet, 

JL KiKDLT ; Yet it is next to be feared, if he mufi be 
fiill bound without reafon by a deaf rigour, that when 
he perceives the juft expe£tance of his mind defeated, 
he will begin even againft law to cafi about where he 
may £nd his fatisfauion more complete, unlets he be a ' 
thing heroically virtuous ; and that are.not the common 
lump of men, for whom chiefly the laws ought to be 
made; thot^h not to. their fms, yet to their unfinniog 
weaknefTes, it bong above their ftrength to endure tlw 
lonely eftate, which while they ihunned they are fallen 
into. And yet there follows upon this a worfe tempt- 
ation ! for if he be fuch as hath fpent his youth unUame- 
ably, and laid up his chiefeft earthly comforts in the 
enjoyments of a contented marriage, nor did negled that 
furtherance which was to be obtained therein by conflant 
prayers ; when he fhall find himfelf bound fafl to ai) 
imcomplying difcord of nature, or, as it oft happens, to 
an image of earth and phlegm, with whom he lookedto 
be the copartner of a fweet and gladfome fociety, and 
fees withal that his bondage is now inevitable ; t4>ough , 
he be almoft the Arongefl chriilian, he will be ready to : 
defpair in virtue, and mutiny againft divine providence: , 
2iA this doubtlefs is the reafon of thofe lapfes, and that I 
melancholy defpair, which we fee in many wedded per- ! 
fons, though they underfland it rot, or pretend other i 
caufes, becaufe they know no retncdy, and is of extreme | 
-danger : therefore when human frailty farcliatged is at | 

fuch ' 
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<uch a lofs, charity ought to venture much, and ufe 
bold phytic, left an overtofled Biith endanger to fliip- 

C H A P. VI. / 

7i&* fourth reafon of this law, that God regards love and peace in the 
family f more than a compuljive performance of marriage, which h 
more broke hj a grievous continuance, than by a neeiffitldivorce, 

Jr oDRTHLY, Marriage is a covenant, tfie veiy being 
Tvhereofconfifts not in a forced cohabitation, and coun- 
'terfeit performance of duties, but in imfeign9d love and 
peace : and of matrimonial love, no doubt but that wa$ 
<<^it:fly meant, which by the ancient fages was thus 
parabftd; that Love, if he be not twin bom, yet hath 
a brother wondrous like him, called Anteros; whom 
while he 'feeks' ail about, his chance is to meet with 
'many falfe and feigning defires, that wander fingly up 
and down in his likenefs: by them in their borrowed 
gaib, Love, though not wholly blind, as]]poets wrong himi 
-yet having but one eye, as being bom an archer aiming 
and that eye not the quickeft in this dark region here 
below, which is not Love's proper fphere, partly out <rf 
the ' iimplicity and crednlity which is native to him, 
-oilen deceived, embraces and contorts him with thel% 
obvious and fuborned ftriplings, as if they were his 
TCiother's own fons; for fo he thinks them, while tbcy 
futditly keep themfelves' moft on his blind fide. 'But 
after a while, as his manner is, when foaring up into the 
-high tower of his ApogsBum, above the ihadow of the 
earth, he darts out the direil rays of his then moft piafc- 
ing eyelight upon the impofhires, and trim difguifes, that 
were ufed with him, and difcems that this is not his 
-genuine brother as he imagined ; he has no longer -the 
-powerto hold fellowihip with fuch a perfonated mat*^ 
for ftraight his arrows lofe their golden heads> andfhed 
'their purple feathers, his lllken braids untwine, and flip 
their knots, and«that original and fiery virtue given him 
by fate all on a fudden goes out, and leaves him un- 
deified and defpoiled of all his force ; till finding AntenA 
at laft, he kmdJes and repairs the aUnoft fwkd amma- 
A a 3 nitioiv 
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ijiliqn of hjp dejty 'by the ref\«3ioii pf;* (kkj^wI wA 
Jwmogeneal jSjb. Ttu? roineagthoiii&ijigiit tQ me-.aiw 
by the leave of ihole who would be counted the only.gmw 
ones, this is no mere amatorious novel (though to be 
wife and ikilful in Ulefc mitt^re, msai heretofore of great- 
eft name in virtue have elieemcd it one of the hjghcfl: 
jBi'cs, that human contemplation cii'dijig upwards can 
make from the globy fca whereon fhe ftands :) but this 
is a deep and lerious verity, fhowing us that love in 
wwcfiaeecaiinptlive nor fubfifl unkfs it beBMitaaJj and 
where Tov^ oftisiot be, *here c^a be left of wedlock, o»- 
fchipg but the enfipty feufe of an ?M*tfjdp matriiflcsiy, » 
ttwiaiightful etod'unple^ng to G<*d.»a imy lotber kind 
)0f hypocrify. So far ia his oommaid from tying owfl l» 
iJie «bf«vance of dwtics which there is' no help for, hot 
/liiey muft be dilfcoybled. If SoIoewm's advice jbe Bqt 
(jveiffroJic, '' live joyfully," faith he, " (with the *ifc 
whom tboH loyeft, all tby days^ for that is. thy portion." 
iJQw tfajSn, v^ere we £nd it impoflabk to rejoice or to 
J^ffft o«n -we obey thi» precept ? Hf>w naiferablyido we 
jdffi^wd o«rfely«8 *f that comfortable portion, which 
<Jfid gives m, by. ftriving vainly to ^ae an errour to- 
■^gether, which God pud naiure will not join, adding but 
iffiOBe vexfttipo and violence to that blifsful fociety hf 
:P4r. iinportunate fuperftition, thai will not h^rken t9 
^tFflul, iCor. vii, who, fpeakiog of manriige aoddi- 
ivotpe, d^ermines pUin enough in gBneeal, tbat,.G«d 
.itwrein " htth oaliod «8 to peace, and DOt to boadnge." 
yea, ,God himfirif conunands in bis lam raore than oooe, 
■«ftd by his Piophet Malachi, as Calrinand the beft tjna- 
jQfl^iopfi rt«d, t^t ^ he who hates, kthim divorce," ti»t 
36, he whQCtonotlor«. Heiice it isijiat the rabbins, aitd 
MatmoTHdee femous among the reQ: in a book of hit, fet 
/orth by ^3[toffiu9 tells us^ that "diyorce was ;pei3Ut- 
<ed by. M.C>fe3 to prcfervc peace in mamage,: and quiet 
(Ln the &wily.'-* . fi«irdy the Jews had their ■ facing ^eice 
abootiheraaswcUlas we, yet care was taken ttet tfctf 
flvhelcfwne proTifion for hoofehcdd paaco ftionld alf» 
^ allowed them : and muil this be denied to chrtflianp i 
■Q peryerCenel^ I that the law {hould be made moa 
fWvideot of peacemakii^ than the gofpel \ that the 

gofpel 
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•tifpri (hould be put to beg a moi^ necefTary ^elp of 
mcrc^ from the law, but miift not have it} aivl that t& 
gnnd in the mill of an midellghted and fcrrile copula' 
tKin, ffllift be ttu: on); forced work of a chriilian niatu 
riage, ofttimes with fuch a yokRfellow, from whom both 
love and peace, both nature and' religion mourns tObS 
fepuated. I cannot therefore be lb difHdent, as not 
fccurely to conclude, that he who can receive nothing 
of the moft important helps in marriage, being therebjt 
ditinaUed to return that duty which is nis, with^a clesr 
*nd hearty countenance, and thus continues to griev« 
whom he ^vDUld not, and is no lefs grieved; that mafl 
ought even for love's fake and peace to nrove divorc^j^ 
Open good and liberal conditions to the divorced. And 
it is a lefs breach of wedlock to part with wife and quJBt 
confent betimes, thao ftill- to foil and prophane that 
myflery of joy and union with a polluting ladilefs and 
perpetual diftemper: for it is not the outward comifltt^ 
ine of marriage that keeps whoJe that covenatit, but 
wireitfoevcr does moft according to peace and love, whei 
ther in marriage or in divorce, he it is that breaks ttiftr^ 
raigcleaft; it being fo often written, that "Love onl^ 
is the fulfilling of "every commandmenli." 

CHAP. vir. 

7T}cffth reafon, that nothing tnore hinders and dijlurhi the whale Sft 
'■' tf a chTifl'ian, {hon a tnairimorty faund to bt iimtriAly vnjit, aAd dstb 
- thtfameiHeffeatbetanidnlatrntstnaUb. 

±^ iPTHLY, As thofe pricfts of old were, not to be long 
in forrow, or if they were, they could not rightly executse 
their funt^on ; fo every true chriftian in a higher ordCf 
of priefthood is a perfon dedicate to joy and peace, offer* 
inghimfelf a lively facrifice of praifc and thankfgiving) 
and there is no chriftian duty that is not to be feafoD<ld 
and fet off with chcerilhnefs ; which in a thoul*hd out- 
ward and intermitting crofles may yet be dtme well, a* 
in this vale of tears : bat in fuch a bofom affliction as 
this, craihing the very foundation t^his ininoft nature^ 
when he fhall be fofcm to love againfl a poffibUity, and 
to life a di^imulation againft his fool in the perpetual 
A a 4 and 
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and ceafelefs duties of a bufband ; doubtlefs his wh'ol* 
duty of ferviug God mud needs be blurred and tainted 
with a fad unpreparednefs and dejctSlion offpiiit where- 
in Gk)d has no delight. Who ifeesnot therefore how 
much more chriftianity it would be to break by divorce, 
that which is more broken by undue and forcible keep- 
ing, rather than " to cover the altar of the Lord with 
continual tears, fo that he regardeth not the oflferingany 
more," rather than that the whole worfhip of a chriftian 
man's life Oiould languifh and fade away beneath the 
veight of an in^meafurable grief and difcouragement ? And 
becaiife fome think the children of a fecond matrimony 
fucceeding a divorce would not be a holy leed, it hin^ 
dered not the Jews from being fo ; and why fhould we 
not think them more holy than the offspring of a former 
illtwifted wedlock, begotten only out of a beAial neceHity, 
without any true love or contentment, or joy to their 
parents } So that ili fome fenfe we may call them the 
** children of wrath" and angtiifh, which will as litdfi 
conduce to their fanitifj-ing, as if they had been baflarda: 
for nothing more than difturbance of mind fufpends us 
from approaching to God ; fuch a difturbance efpecially, 
IS both aflaults our faith and truf) in God's providence, 
and ends, if there be not a miracle of virtue on either 
^de, not only in bittemefs and wrath, the canker d 
devotion, but in a defperate and vicious careleflbefi, 
when he fees himielf, without fault of his, trained by a 
deceitful bait into a fnare of mifery, betrayed by an allur* 
ing ordinance, and then made the thrall of heavinefs and 
difcomfortby an undivorcing law of God, as he erroD> 
oufly thinks, but of man's iniquity, as the truth is: iai 
that God prefers the free and cheerful worfhip of a 
chrillian, before the grievance and exadtcd obfervance 
of an unhappy marriage, befides that the general maxiiw 
of religion alTure us, will be more mani fcft by drawing a 
parallel ^eument from the ground of divorcing an id<5a- 
trefs, which was, left helhouldalienatehisheart fromtbe 
true worfhip of God : and what difterence is there whetha 
ihe pervert him to fuperftition by her ent icing forcery, or 
difenable him in the whole fervice of God through the dil^ 
turbance of ber unhelpful and im£t fociety ; and fo drire 
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}Am at laft, through murmuring and defpair, to thoughts 
of atheifin ? Neither doth it leiren the caufe of feparating, 
m that the odc willingly allures him from the faith, tlw 
other perhaps unwillingly drives him ; for in the account 
of God it comes all to one, that the wife ioofes him a fer- 
vant rand therefore byall the united force of the Decalogue 
ihe ought to be difbanded, uitleb we muft fet marriage 
above God and Charity, which is the do&riue ofdevi]^ . 
no ieis than forbidding to many. 

C H A P. Via 

fT>at an tdtlairms heretic eughi lo be efiverted, afitr a nrmemntt fpatt 
given to hope ofconverjion, ThatpliKe^ of I Cor. vit rtfiw«dj*K» 
a twofold errotaoKs expofiuo» ; andthat the common expofiton Jia^ 
coMraitii the moral law. 

And here by the way, to illuftrate the whole quefiioa 
of divorce, ere this treatife end, I Ihall not he loth to 
fpend a few lines in hope to give a full refolve of 
that which is yet fo much controverted; whether aa 
idolatrous heretic ought to be divorced. To the refolv- 
ing whereof we muft firft, know, that the Jews were 
commanded to divorce an unbelieving Gentile for two 
caufes : Firft, becaufe all other nations, efpecially the Ca- 
naanites, were lo them unclean. Secondly, to avoid 
feditcement. That other nations were to the Jews im- 
pure, even to the leparating of marriage, will appear out 
of Exod. xxxiv, 16, Deut. vii, 3,6, compared with Ezra 
ix, 2, alfo chap, x, 10,11, Nehem. xiii, 30. This was 
the ground of that doubt railed among the Corinthianii 
by fome of the circuracifion ; whether an unbelie%xr were 
not ftill to be counted an unclean thing, fo as that ihey 
ought to divorce from fuch a perfon. This doubt "ot 
theirs St. Paul removes by an evangelical rcafon, hav- 
ing relpeft to that vifion of St. Peter, wherein the 
diuin^tion of clean and unclean being abolished, all 
living creatures were fanflified to a pure and Chriftian 
ufe, and mankind efpecially, now invited by a general 
call to the covenant of grace. Therefore faith St. Paul, 
" The unbelieving wife is fan£ti£ed by the hufband;" 
that is, made pure and lawful to his ufe, fo that he need 
not put her away for fear left hertmbeiief ihould deiile 
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him J btit that if he found her lore IKH towardls tiirti, 
he might rather l»ope to win her. The fecond reafott 
of that divorce was to armd feducement, as is proved \tf 
comparing tbofe two plafttB of the law to that Wtiich 
Ezra and Nchemiah did by^ divine warrant iti compell- 
ing the -Jew« to forego thtfir wives. And this rtafon 
is moral and 'perpetuM' in the rule of Chriftjan feith 
without -evaflon ; therefore faith the apofUe^ ^Cor. vi, 
*• Mifyoke not together , with' iAfidels," whidi'is inter- 
preted of marriage in the firft place. And although 
the former legal pcAlution Tse now done off, yet there is 
a fpirjtual contagion in idolatry as much to be fiuinneds 
•nd though feduoement were not to be feared, yet 
^here there is no hope of ctarerting, there always 
ot^ht to be a certain religious averfation and abhor- 
ring, which can no way fort with marriage: Therefore 
faith St. Pan!, " What fellowfliip hath rightCoufnefs with 
nnriglWeoolTiefa ? What communion hath lightwithdark- 
«efs ? What concord hath Chrift with Belial ? MTiat 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel ?" And in 
the Dcst rerfe but one he moralizes, and makes us liable 
to that command of Ifaiflh \ " Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye feparate, faith the Lord; 
touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive ye." 
And this command thus golbellized to us, hath the 
fame force with that whereon Ezra grounded the pious 
neccffily of divorcing. Neither had he other cora- 
miflion for what he did, than fuch a general command 
in DGUt. as this, nay not fo direct ; for he is bid there 
not to mai^, but not bid to divorce, and yet we fee 
with what a zeal and confidence he was the author of 
3 general divorce between the taithfiil and the unf^thful 
feed. The sofpel is more plainly on his fide, according 
to three of the Evangelifts, than the words of the law ; 
for where the cafe of divorce is handled with fuch feve- 
rity, as was fitteft to aggravate the fault of unboimded 
licence; yet ftill in the fame chapter, when it conies 
into queftion afterwards, whether any civil Tefpc&, or 
naturat rdation which is deareft, may be our plea to 
divide, or hinder or but delay oar dnty to religion,, we 
hear it deterinincd that father^ and.motber, and wife alfo* 
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. is not onlyto be hated, but Ibrfaken, if we mean to inc. 
herit the great reward there promifcd. Nor will it fuSce 
to be put off by layiog^ we muft forlake them only by not 
conteoling or not complying with them, for tliat were 
to be done, and rouodly tpo, though being of the fame 
faithj they ihould but feek out of a flelhly tendernefs t* 
weaken our. Chriflian fortitadp with worldly perfiiafiona, 
or but to unfettle oar conftancy with tioiorous and 
fofteniag fii^eftions i as we may reed with what a vehe- 
mence Job, the patienteft of men, cejedted the defper^ 
qounfel? of his wife; gjfd Evtofes, the rtieekeft, being thor 
fWighJy offended with the prophane fpcechepof Zippora, 
fcnt her. back to her father. But if tliey fhjiU perp©- 
twslly, at our elbow, feduce us from the true ^orihip of 
Godj or dfifiie and, d^ily icandaiize our ' oc^cience bf 
ftheir hope.lefs oontinuance iq nniibelief ; theo even io the 
due progrefs of re^lpn, and that ever equal proportioli 
which juftice proioeeds hy, it <annot be imagwicd th* 
Fhis ^ited place commands lefs than a total and finrf 
jfeparMioH from fuch an ladtierent i at l^afl: that no forac 
fliQuld be ufed to keep them together ; while we remenh- 
ber that God comn3*od©d Atrahara to fend away hit 
irreligious wife and her (on for the offences which tbef 
gaye iiJ a picHK family. And it may t)e goeiTed that 
D&.vid for the like caufe dijpofed of Michal in foch • 
fcHt, as Utile diffei^d from a difioifBon. Therefore 
a^ipft reiterated tcandale and feducementg, which osvtr 
ceafe, much more can no other remedy or retirement 
be found but abfolutc departure. For what kind of 
DJatrimOTycantliat remain- to be, \vhat one duty betweem 
fticb cin be perfiwmKl as it ihould be from the heart, 
•ahsiii, their thoughts and fpirits fly aliinder as far ai 
Heaven from Hell; el^ially if the time that Hope 
ihoubi f<md forth .her expelled biofToroB, be paft iv 
vain f It will, eafily be Uue, that a father or a brother 
may be Uatod zealoufly, and loved civilly or naturally; 
for thofo duties may be performed at diftance, and 
do flidmit of any long abfcnce: but bow the peaoe 
and perpetual cohabitatioo of marriage can be kept, how 
that benevolent and intimate communion of body can b« 
iM:id with one that muft be hated with a moft operative 
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hatred, niuft be forfakcn and yet continually dwelt with 
and accompanied ; he who can diftinguifh, hath the gift 
of an affe(?tion very oddly divided and contrived : while 
others both juft and wife, and Solomon among the reft; 
if they may not hate and forfake as Mofes enjoins, and 
the gofpel imports, will find it impofiible not to love 
otherwil'e than will fort with the love of God, whofe 
■jcaloufy brooks no corrival. And whether is more likely, 
' that Chrift bidding to forfake wife for religion, meant it 
by divorce as Moles' meant it, whofe law, grounded on 
moral reafon, was both his office and- his eflence to main* 
tain ; or that he fhouldbringaoewmorality intoreligioHi 
not only new, but contrary toan ilnchangeable command, 
and dangeroufly derogating from our love and worftip of 
God? As if when Mofes had bid divorce abfolutcly, and 
<^rift had faid, hate and forfake, and his Apoftle had 
Taid, no communication with Chrjft and Belial ; yet that 
Chrift after all this could be underftood to fay, divorre 
not, no not for religion, feduce, or feduce not. What 
mighty and invifible remora is this in matrimony, able to 
demur and to contemn all the divorcive engines in Heaven 
or earth ! both which may now pafs away, if this be tnie, 
for more than many jots or tittles, a whole moral law is 
■bolilhed. But if we dare believe it is not, then in the 
method of religion, and to fave the honour and dignity 
of our faith, we are to retreat wid gather up ourfehes 
from the obfervance of an inferior and civil ordinance, to 
the ftridt maintaining of ageneral and religious command, 
which is written, ** Thou Ihalt make no covenant with 
Ihem," Dcut. vii, 2, 3 : and that covenant which cannot 
be lawfully made, we have directions and examples law- 
fully to diffolve. Aifo 2 Chrdn. ii, ig, " Shoaideft thou 
love them that hate the Lord ?" No, doubtlefii: ftc 
there is a certain fcale of duties, there is a certain hie- 
rarchy of upper and lower commands, which for want oS 
ftudying in right order, all the world is in confufion. 

Upon thefe principles I anfwer, that a right believer 
ought to divorce an idolatrous heretic, unlefs upon better 
. hopes : however, that it is in the believer's choice to 
divorce or not. 

The former part will be manifeft thus firft, that -an 
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apoftate idolater, whether huiband or wife reducing, was- 
to die by the decree of God, Deut. xiii, 6, Q ; that marriagQ 
therefore God himfelf disjoins : for others bom idolaters, 
the moral reafon of their dangerous keeping, and the 
ioccMnmunicable antagony that is between Chrift and 
fieliaf, will be fufBcient^o enforce the commandment of 
thofe two infpired reformers Ezra and Nehemiah, to put 
an idolater away as well under the gofpeL 
. The latter part, that although there be no feducement' 
feared, yet if there be no hope given, the divorce le lawful, 
will appear by this; that idolatrous marriage is tiill hateful 
to God, therefore ftill it may be divorced by the pattern 
of that warrant that Ezra had, and by the fame everlafting 
reafon : Neither can any man give an account wherefore, 
if thofe whom God joins no man can feparate, it ihoukl 
not follow, that whom he joins not, but hates to join, thofe 
men ought to feparate. But faith the lawyer, "That 
which ought not to have been done, once done, avails." 
I anfwer, " this is but a crotchet of the law, but tfiat 
brought againft it is plain Scripture." As for whatChrift 
fpake concerning divorce, it is confefied by all knowing 
men, he meant only between them of the ^wc feith. 
But what fhall we fay then to St. Paul, whofeems to bid 
us not divorce an infidel willing to fiay ? We may fafely 
fay thus, that wrong colleiftions have been hitherto made 
out of thofe words by modern divines. His drift, as was 
heard before, is plain; not to command our fl-ay in mar- 
riage with an infidel, that had been a flat renouncing of 
the religious and moral law ; but to inform the Corinthi- 
ans, that the body of an unbeliever was not defiling, if hi* 
defire to live in Chriftian wedlock. Ihowed any likelihood 
that his heart was opening to the faith; and therefore 
advifes to forbear departure fo long till nothing have 
been neglefled to fet forward a converfion : this I fay he < 
advifes, and that with certain caufions, not commands, if 
we can take up fo much credit for him, as to get him 
believed upon his own word : for what is this elfe but hig 
counfel in a thing indifferent, " to the reft fpeak I, not the 
Lord ?'* for though it be true, that the Ixird never fpak<j 
it, yet from St. Paul's mouth We fliould have took it as a 
cooiiDaDd>hadnothijDfelffiH:ewamedus,anddifcIaimed} 
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wbicti notwithflanding if we ihatt AtU avouch to be aMfth' 
Bnand,bepalpabIydenymgit,thig-isBOttoeipoBmdSt.P&aI, 
bat toout&c«him. Neither doth it follow, that the Apoftte 
may intcrpofe his judgment in » cafe of Chriflian Jibeity, 
without the guilt of adding to God's word. How do we 
know marriage or fingle life to be of cbtMce, bat by facit 
hke words as thefc, " I fpeafc this by permiffion, not of 
commandment ; 1 have no cofflvmand of the Lord, yet I 
give my judgntent." Why ihall not the like words nave 
l£ave to iigniijr a. freedom in this our prefeot qnef- 
tion, though Beza deny f Neither is the Sctipturc hereby 
lefs infpired, becaufe Sc. I^ul coirfeffes to have written 
herein whathehad not of commaod: for wc grant thatthe 
Spirit of Gkid led hfao thus to exprefs hirofelf to Chrif- 
tian pcudeHOC, in a matter which God thought beft to 
kave uncommandad. Beza therefore muft be warily read, 
Vfaen he taices St. Auftin o( blafphemy, (br holding that 
SL Paul fpake here as of a thing indifferent. Bui if it 
muft be a command, I fliall yet the more evince it to 
be a command that we fliould herein be left free ; and 
that out of the Greek word ufed in the ]3 ver., which 
inftrmas us plainly, there muft be a joint alTent and good 
liking Oil both fides.: he that will not deprave the teit 
muft thus render it ; " If a brother have an unbelicYing 
wiie, and the join in confcDt to dwell with him " ( which 
oannot utter lefs to us than a mutual agreement) let him 
jH)t put her away from the mere furmife of judaical 
tmcleannefs : and the rcafon fijllows, for the body of an 
infidel is not polluted, neither to benevolence, nor to 
procreation. Moreover, this note of mutual complacency 
fcrbids all offer of feducemcnt, which to a perfon of zeal 
cannot be attempted without great offence : if therefore 
fedacement be feared, this place hindera not divorce. 
Another caution was put in- this fuppofed command, of 
hot bringing the believ'er into * bondage ' hereby, which 
doubtkfs might prove extreme, if Chriftian liberty and 
oinfcience were left to the bomour of a pagan ftaymg at 
pleature to play with, and to vex and wound with * 
thoufand fcandals and burdens, above flrength to bear : If 
therefore the conceived hope of gaining a foul come to- 
nothing, then charity commandB that the believer be not 
VKcaried out with endlefs waiting under many grievances 

fore 
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fore to his fpirit ; bat that refpeft be had rather to the 
prefent fuffering of a true Ciiffiflian, than the uncertaiH 
winning of an obdured heretic. The counfel we hare 
fromSt. Paul to hope, cannot countermand the moral and 
erangelic charge we have from God to few *niuocment, 
to feparatefrom the raiibeHever, the unclean.the obditrafe. 
The Apoftie wiiheth us- to hope, but does not fend hs a 
wool-gathering after raimhope ; he faith, •' How know- 
eft thou, O man, whether thdu ihalt fave thy wife ?'* 
that is, till he try all due means, iind fet fome reafonable 
lime to hiinfeif, after which he may give over walhing 
an Ethiop, if he will hear the advice of the gofpd j "* Caft 
□ot peailg before fwine," faitii Ghrift himfelf; *• LeS 
him be to thee as a heathen. ■■ Shake the daft off thy feet** 
If this be not enough, " hate and ibriake" what relatiMS 
foever. And thi& alfo that follows muft af^erfeun to th« 
precept, ** Let every man wherein he is called, therein 
abide with God," v. 24, that is, fo walking' in his inferior 
ealling oi marriage, as not by dangerous fubjedltdn ta> 
that ordinance, to hinder atid difturb the higher calling 
of his chriftianity. Laft, and never too oftremembered, 
whether this be a command, or an advice, we mikft Ibolt 
that it be fo underftood as not to contradid the leaft point 
of moral reWgion that God hath formerly commanded; 
olherwife wiiat do we but fet the moral law and the gcrf^ 
pel at civil war together ^ and who then fhaFl be able to 
fcrve ihefe two maflers 1 

C H A P IX. 

y%fit adultiry, is net tie [rtettji hreaeb »fmatTuno>rf : thai then may Se 
ether vielatierv^ as ^eat, 

Wow whether idolattry or adutoery be the gpealefl vioJa- 
; tion pf marriage, if any demand let bim thus confidter ; 
fliat among Chriflian writers touching matrimony, there 
be three chief ends thereof agreed on : godly focie^, next 
civil, and thirdly, that of the marriage-bed. Of thefe the 
firft in name to be the higheft and moft excellent, no bap- 
tized man can deny, nor that idolatry fmites direflly 
againft this prime end ; not that fuch as the violated end 
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is, fach is the violation: but he who affirms adtilteiy-to 
bethe highefl breach, affinnH thebed to be the higbeft 
of marriage, which is in truth a grofs and boorilh opinion* 
bow common foever ; as far from the countenance <^ 
ScripturCt'M from the light of all clean philofophy or 
civil nature; And out of queftion the cheerful help 
that may be in manif^e toward fan<9:ity of life, is (be 
purefi, Uld fo'the noblcS end of that contratft: but if (be 
particular of each perfon be coniidered, then of thofe 
three ends which God appointed, that to him is greateft 
which is moft necelTary; and marriage is then mofi broken 
to him, when he utterly wants the fruition of that which 
he moA fought therein, whether it were religious, civil, (x 
etxporal fociety. Of which wants to do. him right by 
divorce only for the laft and meanell is a perverfe mjury, 
and the pretended reafon of it as frigid as frigidity itfdf, 
which the code and canon are only fenfible of. Thus 
much of this controverfy, I now return to the former 
argument. And having fliown that difproportion, con- 
trariety, or numbnefs of mind may juftly be divorced, by 
proving already the prohibition thereof oppofes the ex- 
prefs end of. God's inftitution, fufiers not marriage to 
Satisfy that intelleSual and innocent defire. which God 
himfelf k-indled in man to be the bond of wedlock, but only 
to reQiedy a fublunary and beftial burning, which frugal 
diet, without marriage, would eafily chaOcn. Next, that 
it drives many to tranfgrefs the conjugal bed, while tbe 
foul wanders after that fatisfadlton which it had hope to 
find at home, buthath miireds orelfe it fits repining, even to ■ 
atheifm,.finding itfelf hardly dealt with, but mifdeeming 
the caufe to be in God's law, which is in man's unright- 
eous ignorance. I have ihown alfo how it unties the 
inward knot of marriage, which is peace and love (if tlut 
can be untied which was never knit) while it aims to 
keep faft the outward formality : how it lets periih tbCy 
chnAian laaxi, to compel impo;^bly'the married man. 
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C H A P. X. 

ITheJixtb reafm oflhls law ; that to prohibit divorce fought for natural 
cafis, is agdinfi nature. 

± HE -firfth piece declares this prtrfiibition to be as re- 
fpe^flcfsof hmnan natuite, as it is of religion, and tbere- 
ifbre TS not of God. He teaches, that an uftlawfiil 
marriage may "be lawfully divorced : and that thofe who 
have thoronghly ditcemed each other's difpolition, 
which ofttimes canhot be till after- matrimony, Ihall then 
find a powcrfbl reloflance and recoil of nature on either 
fide, Wafting all the content of their mutual fociety, that 
fuch perfona are not lawfully married, (to ufe the Apof- 
tle's words) " Say I thefe things as a man, or faith not 
the law alfo the fame? For it is written, Deut. kkH, 
Thou flialt ncrti fo^fr thy vineyard with diiferent feeds, left 
thou defile both. Thou fliaft not plough with an or and 
an afs together ;" and the like. I follow the pattern of 
St. Paul's rcafoni-ng ; " Doth God care for afles and 
oxen," how ill tbey yoke together, "or is it not faid 
altogether for our fates ? for our fates no doubt this is 
•written." Yea the Apoftle himfelf, in the fbrecited 2 Cot, 
vi, 14, alludes Irorn Aat plftce of Deut. to forbid mif- 
yoting marriage, as by the Greet wwd is evident; 
though he inftancc but in one example of mifmatching 
■with an infidelj yet next to that, what can be. a fouler 
incongruity, a greater riolence to the reverend fecrct of 
nature, than to force a mixture of rainds that cannot 
unite, and to fow the forrow of man's nativity -with feed 
of two incoherent and incombiniTig difpofitions? which 
act being kindly and Toltmtary, as it ought, the Apoftle in 
the language lire wrote called ernioia, and the Latins, bene- 
"volencc, jntimating the original thereof to be in the ui>- 
derftanding, and the ■will ; if not, furely there is nothing 
wbich might itiore properly bc-ca51ed a malevolence rathdr; 
and is the moft injarions and trnnattiral tribute that can 
be extorted from a pcrfoh endued with reafon, to be 
made pay out the ben: fubftance tX his body, and of hk 
foul too, as fome thint, when ■either for juftandpowav 
fcl eaafes he cannot lite, cr from unequal cailfes fiwfc 
not recompenfe. And that there is a hidden efficacy of 
love and haired in man as well as in other kinds, not 
Vol. I. B b moral 
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moral but natural, whicit though hot always in the 
choice, yet in the fuccefs of marriage wiU ever be- moA 
predominant ; belides daily experience, the author of 
Eccleiiallicus, whofe wifdom hath fet him next the 
Bible, acknowledge, xiii, l6, "A man, faith he, will 
cleave to hia likt."- But what might be the caufe, whe- 
ther each one's allotted Genius or proper ftar, or whether 
the fupeirnal * influence of fchemes and angular afpcifts, 
or this elemeftjal cralia here belovv; whether all thefe 
jointly or fingly meeting friendly, or unfriendly in cither 
P^^, I dare not, wiih the men I am like to clalh, ^pear 
fo much a philofophcr as to conjedture. The ancient 
proverb in Homer lefs abftrufe, entitles this work of 
leading each like perfon to his like, peculiarly to God 
hitpfelf: which is plain enough alfo by his naming of a i 
meet or like help in the firA efpoufal inftituted ; and that 
every woman is meet for every man, none fo abfurd as to 
aiHnn. Seeing then there is a twofold feminary, or flock 
in nature, from whence are derived the iffues of love 
and hatred, diftinftly flowing through the whole mafs 
of created things, and that God's doing ever is to bring 
the due likenefleB and harmonies of his works together, 
except when out of two contraries met to tlieir own 
deltru6lion, he moulds a third exiflence ; and that it is 
crfour, or fome evil angel which either blindly or mali- . 
cioufly hath drawn together, in two perfons ijlembarked 
in wedlock, the fleeping difcords and enmities of nature, 
lulled on purps^e with fome falfe bait, that they may 
wake to agony and ftrife, later than prevention could 
have wiflied, if from the bent ofjufl and honeft intffl- 
tions beginning what was begun and fo continuing, all 
that is equal, all that is fair and poilible hath been tried, 
and no accommodation likely to fucceed ; what folly is it 
Hill to Itand combating and battering againft invincibk 
caufcs and efFedts, with evil upon evil, till either the befl: 
:of our days be lingerkl out, or ended with fome fpeed- 
iog forrow ? Tlie' wife Ecclefiamcus advifes rather, 
sxsvii, a7i *'My fon prove thy foul in thy hfe, fee what 
ipesil for it, and give not that unto it." Reafon he had j 
to fay fe-j for if the noifomenefs or disfigurement of ba^ i 

* The firfl edition has fu^mataral. ' I 
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can foon deftroy the fympathy of mind to wedlodc duties, 
much more will the annoyance and trbuble of mind in- 
iiife itfelf into all the faculties and afts of the body, to 
render them invalid, unkindly, and even unholy againft 
the fundamental law book, of nature, which Mofes never 
thwarts, btiL reverences : therefore be eonjnianda.ii« to 
force nothing againfl- fympatliy or natural order, no not 
upon the moil abje<Et creatures; to fho^ that fucb an 
indignity cannot be offered to man without an impious 
crime. And certainly thofe divine meditating words of 
finding out a meet and like help to man, have in them 
a confideratioh of more than the indefinite likenefs of 
woma'nhood ; nor are they to be made wafle paper on,- 
for the dulnefs of canon divinity : no, nor thofe other 
allegoric precepts of beneficence fetched out of the clofet 
of nature, to teach us goodnefs and compalfion in not 
compelling together unmatchable focietiesj or if they 
meet through mifchance, by all confequence to disjoin 
them, as God and nature lignifies, and ledlures to us not 
only by thofe recited degrees, but even by the firft and 
laii of all his vifible works ; when by his divorcing com- 
siand the world firft rofe out of chaos, nor can be renew- 
ed again out of coofufion, but by the feparating of 
unmeet conforta. 

C H A P. XT. 

^e feventb reafon, that fimetimei continuance in marriage may be evi- 
dently thejhortemni or endangering of life to either party ; both law 
and divinity concluding, that life is to be preferred before marriage^ 
tht intended falace of life. 

Oevekthly, the canon law and divines confent, that 
if either party be found contriving againft another's life, 
they may be fevered by divorce : for a fin againft the life 
of marriage, is greater than a fin agajnft the bed ; the 
one defl:roys, the other but defiles. The fame may be 
faid touching thofe perfons who being of a penfive na- 
ture and courfe of lite, have fummed up all their folace 
in that free and lightfome converfation which God and 
man intends in marriage ; whereof when they fee them- 
felves deprived by meeting an unfociable confort, they 
ofitimes refent one another's miflake fo deeply, that long 
Bh% it 
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it is not ere grief end one of thtm. When therefore 
this danger is forefeen, that the lite is in peril by liTtng 
together, what matter is it whether hclpleis giief or wil- 
ful pra<fticc be the caufe i This is certain^ that the pne- 
fervation of life is moreworth than the con^ulfory keep- 
ii^ of marriage ; and it is no Isfs than crnelty to force 
a man to remain in that ftate- as the fnlace of his life, 
'vrhich he and his friends know will be either the undoing 
or the diflieaitening ofhis life. And what is life without 
the vigour and fpiritaal exercife of life i How can it be 
ufcful either to private or public employment ? Shall it 
therefore Be quite dejeiled, thongh never fo valuable, 
and left to moulder away in heavinefs, for the fuper- 
ftitious and impoffible performance of an ill driven bar- 
gain ? Nothing more inviolablethan vowsmade to God} i 
yet we read in Numbers, that if a wife had made fucha 
vow, the mere will and authority of her huiband might 
break it : how much more then may he break the errour 
ofhis own bonds with an unfit and miftaken wife, to 
the faving of his welfare, his life, yea h»s taith and virtue, 
from the hazard of overftrong temptations ? For if nun 
be lord of the fabbath, to the curing of a fever, can he bo 
lefs than lord of marriage in fuch important caufes as 
thefe? 

CHAP. XII. 

The eighth reafin, It !s proiaile er rather eerlain, that every tine wht 
happem to marry, hath not the calling ; and therefore upon unjitnt/s 
founJ and eonjidered, farce ought not to he ufed. 

xLiGHTHLT, It is moft fure that fome even of thofe who 
are not plainly defeiHve in body, yet are dellitateof all 
other marriageable gifts, and coniequenlly have not the 
calling to marrj', unlefs nothing be requlfite thereto but 
a mere infirumental body; which to affirm, is to that 
unanimous covenant a reproach : yet it is as fure that 
many fuch, not of their own defire, but by the perfuafion 
of friends, or not knowing themielves, do often enter 
into wedlock ; where finding the difference at length be- 
tween the duties of a married life, and the gifts of a fingle 
life, what unfitnefs of mind, what wearifomenefs, IcrupTes 
and doubts to an incredible ofience and difpleaJure arc 

■ like 
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like to follow between, may be foon imagined ; whom 
thus to fiiQt up, aad immure, and fliut Up together, the 
one with a mifchofen mate, tJie other in a miftaken cal- 
ling, is not a courie that Chriftian wifdom and tender- 
nets ought to ufe. As for the cultotti that fome parents 
and guardians have of forcing marriages, it will be bet- 
ter to fay notbing of fucb a fiivage inhumanity, but only 
thus ; that the law which gives not all freedom of divorce 
to any creature endued with reafon fo alTalSnatedi is 
next in cruelty. 

CHAP, xin, 

7'he ninth .reafm ; hecavfe marriage is not a mere carnal coition, iut a 
■ human ficitty : -where that cannot reafonahly he had, there can be tu 
true Tttatrimcny. Afarriare compared with all other covenants and 
voujs iMirrantably broken for the good of man. Afarriage the Pa- 
pifls facrament, and unfit marriage the Protefiants idol. 

^^iNTHLY, I fuppofe it will be allowed us that mar- 
riage is a human' fociety, and that all human fociety 
mull ^jroceed from the mind rather than the body, elfe 
it would be but a kind of animal or beaflifb meeting : if 
the mind therefore cannot have that due company by 
marriage that it may reafonably and humanly delire, 
that marriage can be no human fociety, but a certain 
formality; or gilding over of little better than a brutilh 
congrefs, and fo in very wifdom and purenefs to be 
diflblved. 

But marriage is more than human, " the covenant of 
God," Prov. ii, J 7, therefore man cannot diffolve iL 
I anfwer, if it be more than human, fo much the more it 
argues the chief fociety thereof to be in the foul rather 
than in the body, and the grcatefi: breach thereof to be 
uniitnefs of mind rather than defc6t of body : for, the 
body can have leaft affinity in a covenant more than 
human, fo that the reafon of diflblying holds good the 
rather. Again, I anfwer, that the fabbath is a higher 
inftitution, a command of the firfl table, for the breach 
whereof God hath far more and oftener teftified his 
anger than for divorces, which from Mofes to Malachi he 
never took difpleafure at, nor then neither if we mark 
the text; and yet as oft as the good of man is concerned, 
he not only permits, but commands to break the fabbath. 
- What covenant more contraiScd with God and lefs 
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in man's power, ihnn the vow which bath onde pafied 
his lips ? yet if it be (bund; rafh, if oSenfwe, if uofniilfal 
either to God's glory or the good of man, our dwftrine 
forces jiot ?rrour and unwillingnefs irkfomely to keep it, 
but coiinfds wifdoni and better thoughts boldly to break 
it; therefore to enjoiQ the indiffoluble keeping of a 
marriage found unfit againft the good of man both 
foul and body, as hath . been evidenced, is to make an 
idol of marriage, to advance it above the worfhip of God 
and the good of man, to make it a tranfcendent command, 
above both the fecond and firft table ; which is a raoft 
prodigious dofilrine. 

Next whereas they cite out of the Proverbs, that it is 
the covenant of God, and therefore more tlian humaa, 
that confequence is manifeftly falfe : for fo the covenant 
which Zedekiah made with the infidel king of Babel, is 
called the Covenant of God, Ezek. xvii, 19, which would 
be firange to hear counted more than a human covenant. 
So every covenant between man and man, bound by 
oath, may be called the covenant of God, becaufe God 
therein is attefted. So of marriage he is the author aod 
the witncfs i yet hence will not follow any divine aftric- 
tion more than what is fubordinatc to the glory of God, 
and the main good of either party :' for as thp glory of 
God and their efteemed fitnefs one for the other, was 
the motive which led them both at firft to think without 
other revelation that God had joined them together ; fo 
■when it Ihall be found by their apparent unfitnefs, that 
their continuing to be man and wife is againft the glory 
of God and their mutual happinefs, it may aflbre them 
that God. never joined them j who hath revealed his gra- 
cious will not to fct the ordinance above the man for 
whom k was ordained ; not to canonize marriage either 
as a tyrannefs or a goddefs over the enfranchifed life aod 
foul of man ; for wherein can God delight, wherein be wor- 
fliipped, wherein beglorified by the forcible continuing of 
an improper and illyoking couple ? He that loved not to 
fee the dif parity of levcral cattle at the plough, cannot be 
pleafcd with vaft unnieetnefs inraaniage. Where can bc 
the peace and love which mull invite God to fuch a houfe ? 
May it not be feared that the not divorcing of fuch a 
helplefe difagreement will be the divorcing of God 
6 ' finally 
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finally firom fiich a place ? But it is a trial of our patience, 
fay they : I grant it; but which of Job's afRidtions were 
fent him with that law, that he might not ufe means to 
remove -any ofthem if he Gould? And what if it fiibvert 
our patience hnd our faith too ? Who fliall anfwer for.the 
periihingofall thofe fouls, periftiing by ftubbornieipo- 
fitioDs a£ particular and, infet-ior precepts againft the 
general and fupffeme rule of charity ? They dare aot 
affirm that marriage is either a tacxamentora injtfery, 
though aU, thofe facred thing*, give place to inaq^. and 
yet they inveft it with fucb an awful fawftity, and^ give 
itfuch adarftantine chains to jbind with, as if it were to bo 
worftiipped hkcfome Indiah detfy^when it can confer no 
blefiing upon ns, but woAs coote and more to bur'mifery. 
To fuch teaeheiB the faying of St. Peter jflt the council 
of Jeriilalera will do well to be «pi^d: M.Why tempt 
ye God to put a yoke up<>n tbe Becits xjf chriftian men» 
which neither the Jewg, God's -ftnoient people, "nor we 
arc able to bear ;" and nothing 'bat unwaty expounding 
hath brought upon us ? 

CHAP. XIV. 

Confidiratlom canarning FamiUfm, Anfinom'iaaifm ; anj -why it may Be 
thought that fuch opiniom may proceed from the undue rtflralnt cf 
fomejuft liberty, than which no. greater caufe to contemn dijciplme. 

X o thefe confiderations . this alfo may be added as no 
improbable conjeflure, feeing that fort of men who 
follow Anabaptifm, Familifm, Antinomianifm, and other 
fanatic dreams t if we underftand them not amifs ) be 
fuch moll commonly as are by nature addidted to religion, 
of life alfo not debauched, and that their opinions 
having full fwing, do end in fatisfadiion of the flelh ; 
it may be come with reafon into the thoughts of a wife 
man, whether all this proceed not partly, if not chiefly, 
from the reftraint of fome lawful liberty, which ought to 
be given men, and is denied them ? As by phyfick we 
learn in menflrubus bodies, where nature's current hath 
been flopped, that the fuiFocation and upward, forcing of 
fome lower part affetfts the head and inward ifenfe ^^'ith 
dotage and idle fancies. And on the other hand, whe- 
ther the reft of vulgar men not fo religioufly profefling, 
do not give themfelves much the more to whoredom 
snd adulteries, loving the corrupt and venial difcipline of 
1 clergy- 
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clergy-courts, but hating to hew of perfeift reformation; 
whenas they forefee thattiicn fornication fhall be aufterc- 
Jy cenfured, adultery punifhidj and marriage the appoint- ' 
ed refage of nature, though it hap to be never fo incon-' 
gruouB and difplcafing, rauft yet of force be worn out, 
when it can be to no other purpofe but of ftrife and 
hatred, a thing odious to God ? This may be worth the 
ftudy of ikilful men in theology, and the reafoh of things. 
And laftly, to examine whether fome undue and, ill 
grounded ftrifftnefs upon the blamelefs natnre of man, be 
not the caufein thofe places where already reformation 
is, that the difcipline of the Church, fo oft«i, and fb 
unavoidably broken, is brought into contempt and deri- 
fion } And if it be thus, let thole who are flill bent to 
hold this obftinate literality, fb prepare tfaemlelves, as to 
ftare in the account :for all theie tranfgreflions, when it 
fhall be demanded at tbe laft day, by one who will fcan 
andfhift things with more than a literal wifdom of equity:, 
for if thefe reafons be duly pondered, and that the gofpel 
is more jealous of laying on exceffivo burdens than ever 
the law was, left the foul of a Chriftian, which is ineili- 
mable, fhould be o\ertcmpted and caft away ; confider- 
ing alfo that many properties of nature, which the power 
of regeneration itfelf never alters, may caufe dillike of 
converfmg, even betw,een the raoft fan(£lifiedj which 
continually grating iti liarfh tune together, may breed 
fome jar a- d difcord, and that end in rancour and ftrife, 
a thing lo oppofite both to marriage and to Chriflianity, 
it would perhaps be lefs fcandal to divorce a natural 
tlifparity, than to link violently together an unchriftian 
dilienfion, committing two infnared fouls inevitably to 
kindle one another, not with the fire of love, but with a 
hatred irreconcileable ; who, were they diffevered, would 
be ftraigbt friends in any other relation. But if an 
alphabetical fervility muft be ftill urged, it may fo fell out, 
that the trne Churfch may unwittingly ufe as much cru- 
elty in forbidding to divorce, as the C^0<BttMp^-&nticbrift 
doth wilfuly In foibidding to : 
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